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Roundup Alcorn At Near Record 27.8%

j Intruder
‘Shot

‘- A Prentiss County man was
ghot in both feet by a woman
after the man tried to enter the
woman's house, according to
Prentiss County Deputy Bill
Inghram.

James L. Beene of Route 2,
Booneville, was shot in his feet
with a .22 pistol Sunday night.
The shooting occurred at the
Tesidence of Mrs. Robert
Burress in the Airport Housing
Project. Mrs. Burress ap-
parently shot Beene after he
attempted to enter her house,
Inghram said.

No charges have been filed,
he said.

Beene was taken to the
Baptist Memorial Hospital in
Booneville,

Holiday
Closings

Booneville City Hall will be
closed Tuesday, Jan. 1, in
observance of New Year’s Day.
The Prentiss County Cour-
thouse will also be closed New
Year’s Day.

. The Booneville Post Office
will be closed New Year’s Day.
No mail will be delivered that
day.

?Garhage
. Schedules

There will be only one change
| in the county garbage pickup
schedule for New Year's Day
week, according to R.C.
Stennett of the Prentiss County
Landfill.

Tuesday’s pickup will be on
Wednesday.

The city garbage pickup will
be on the regular schedule Dec.
31. Tuesday’s pickup will be
made the following day. Other
pickups will be made as close to
schedule as possible.

Banner

Deadlines

The Banner-Independent
office will be closed New Year’s
Day.

This means all deadlines will
be moved up.

Society news (including birth
announcements, birthday
pictures, correspondent’s
columns, engagement and
wedding stories) and items for
What's Going On must be
turned in by noon Friday, Dec.
28, in order to be published in
next week’s paper.

The classified ad deadline
will be 3 p.m. Friday.

Food Stamp
Benefits

Food stamp benefits may
change for households whose
members receive Social
Security and-or Supplemental
Security Income because of the
3.5 percent cost-of-living in-
"crease which will be reflected
in the checks issued by the
Social Security Administration
in January.

County food stamp staffs will
be reviewing Social Security
and SSI recipient food stamp
cases. Anytime there s a
change in the recipient's in-
come, it can affect eligibility or
benefit level.

All food stamp households
will be informed of the
possibility of a change in their
food stamp benefits at the time
they receive their January
allotments. Food stamp
recipients may contact their
questions concerning the
review.

worker if they have any:

Prentiss Unemployment Climbs To 17%

According to reports from the
Mississippi State Employment
Service, Prentiss County’s
unemployment rate climbed o 17
percent in mid-November, while
Alcorn County’s jobless rate hit
near-record proportions at 27.8
percent.

Charles Smith, manager of the
MSES Corinth office, said the total
number of unemployed in Prentiss
County rose to 2,170 in November,
480 above the previous estimate and
1,050 above November 1983.

Smith said the county’s civilian
labor force also experienced an
increase over 1983 figures, reaching
12,760.

The number of Prentiss Coun-

tians employed in November was
10,590, compared to 10,910 in Oc-
tober and 10,730 in November 1983.

Smith said the increase in
unemployment was primarily due
to temporary layoffs in Prentiss
County by Blue Bell and other
manufacturers

He said manufacturing em-
ployment in the county registered
2,260; 140 below the previous
estimate and 410 below November
1983, with a large decline in the
apparel industry accounting for the
larger part of the decline.

Nonmanufacturing employment
rose slightly to 4,150, he said.

In neighboring counties, Alcorn
County registered a staggering 27.8

percent unemployment rate, only .8
less than the June 1984 record of 28.6
percent, Smith said.

This gave Alcorn the dubious
distinction of having the highest
unemployment rate in Mississippi.

Tishomingo County also placed in
the state’s Top Ten with a rate of
22.6 percent. Tippah was slightly
less than Prentiss with 16.8 percent.

The statewide unemployment
rate for November was 11 percent,
an increase of .4 percent over Oc-
tober’s statewide rate of 10.6 per-
cent. The November 1983 statewide
rate was 10.2 percent.

Smith said the overall civilian
labor force in  Northeast
Mississippi's six-county area of
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Alcorn, Benton, Marshall, Prentiss,
Tippah and Tishomingo rose to
65,460 in November, while the
number of people unemployed rose
to 12,770, 19.5 percent of the labor
force.

The number employed decreased
to 52,690, he said.

Manufacturing employment
dropped to 16,010 in the six-county
area, compared to 16,950 in October
and 18,180 one year ago.

Smith said comparisons reveal
the largest decline to be in the
electrical machinery group, and
Alcorn’s 27.8 figure may be
misleading because it was
tabulated during the week of Nov.
12, when more than 600 people were
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on temporary layoff from ITT in
Corinth,

ITT also employs a number of
Prentiss Countians, as well as
residents of other neighboring
counties and the temporaray layoff
could have affected figures in those
counties as well.

“I think some of the increase
could be attributed to that. But it
was not that alone which caused the
huge jump in our unemployment
numbers,” Smith said.

““We are still continuing to lose
jobs in the manufacturing sectar .of
our industrial base. It was not the
layoffs of one industry which
caused all the increase in the
numbers,” he said. '

=
Accident

A Christmas Eve trucking
accident involved three 18-
wheelers Monday afternoon on
Highway 45. According to the
Booneville Police Department, .
a ¢éar pulled out from Mary Ann
Drive onte Highway 45 in front
of one of the 18-wheelers
causing it to run off the road
and get stuck. Another 18-
wheeler stopped to help the
trucker and became stuck also.
Then the third 18-wheeler,
loaded with pipes and driven by
Jerry Walker of Route 3,
Rienzi, for Trantham Trucking,
stopped to help them. The road
bank apparently gave way and
his truck turned over, dumping
his load of pipes. The accident
occurred around 2:30 p.m. and
it was about 6:30 p.m. before all
the 1B-wheelers were pulled’
away.

City Annexes Industrial Park Land

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

With the publication of an or-
dinance in the Dec. 20, 1984, issue of
The Banner-Independent, the city of
Booneville has officially annexed
the Booneville-Prentiss County
Industrial Park.

Mayor Charles Crabb said the

move, which has been under con-
sideration for over a year, should be
a help in enticing new industry to
locate in the city.

. “The land is still jointly owned by
the city and county,” Crabb said.

Franks’

A familiar landmark on Highway
45 South between Booneville and
Frankstown, James Franks’
museum and sorghum mill, will
soon disappear.

Franks said he has sold most of
his antiques to the city of Hunt-
sville, Ala., where it will be moved
as soon as it has been inventoried
and packed.

“We've sold the majority of it,”
Pranks said. ‘I kept my shap tools,

“Being in the city limits will have
nothing to do with the ownership.”

Crabb said only the industrial
park itself has been annexed. He
said it was not necessary to include
any residential property in the
annexation in order to connect the
present boundaries te the new ones.

“But we had a couple of plants up
there that were not in the city. So, in
order to give them police and fire
protection, we voted to take in the
entire park.

“Really, being inside the cor-
porate limits will cut their ¢(fire
insurance) premium about 50

percent,” he said.

Crabb said, though he had op-
posed the annexation of various
residential areas proposed earlier
this year by Aldermen R.G.
Houston and Wade Lambert
because of the city's inability to
provide necessary services to such
areas, he was in favor of the in-
dustrial park annexation.

“There are no residences at all
involved in this,”” he said. “We’ve
already got utilities in the (in-
dustrial) park. Everything is
already there. So there will really
be no increased cost to.the city.

“The only thing we are doing is
simply running a boundary line to
take in the existing industrial park.
And, in so doing, it will provide the
industries a better rate of in-
surance.

“We will also be able to provide
them services and give them a tax
exemption,” Crabb said. “We can
do that now since they are in the
city.

“0Of course, the county gave them
one. But, this will help us in the
future with what land we have left
(in the industrial park) if we can
give tax exemptions and we can

show the industrial prospect that
his insurance rating will be on a
Class Six rating and will save them
about 50 percent of what they would
have otherwise had to pay,” Crabb
said.

“And it will provide them with
police protection. We could have
handled it...In fact, we were doing
it. We were out of our jurisdiction.
But we had an agreement with the
county that we could patrol that and
assist them.

“But what we wanted to do was to
get it to where we could give it more
special attention,” Crabb said.

Museum Sold To Huntsville

four old cars, four tractors, about
that many gas engines and a few
personal items.

“We're already closed up,” he
said. “My health got bad was the
reason I had to sell out.”

Franks said his museum has been
open ‘‘about 14 years this past
April,” though he has been
collecting what he called ““junk” for
a much longer time.

During that time, the museum

and sorghum mill were the subject
of feature articles in local and area
newspapers and regional and
national magazines.

“There have been a lot of
writeups. We've got all kind of
clippings down here,’’ he said. “One
magazine was about the per-
sonalities of the south. Another one
was Amazing America. Mississippi
magazine had a writeup and
another little magazine that was

printed in Tupelo a few years ago
had a good writeup.”

Asked how his museumn began,
Franks said, “I just always liked
old stuff. And when somebody’d die
and the family would move, I'd get
all the junk, looked like. That’s
kinda the way I got started with it."”

Franks estimated his collection
contained between 6,000 and 7,000
pieces. “‘They’ve been down here
inventorying. Four of themn worked

here for a couple of weeks and they
counted the big items.

“They tagged nearly 3,000 items
and there's more than that in small
items they haven't even tagged yet.
That’s just the larger items,” he
said.

Franks said his museum has not
been open much recently because of
his age and healith. He is 75 and has

(See Museum, Page 2)

County Drug Awareness Program

Director Well-Experienced As Counselor

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

(The following article is the first

M several, which may not
1ecessarilly be published in con-
ecutive weeks, dealing with the
tew drug awareness program being
ormed in Prentiss County, as well
is other facets of the drug abuse
roblem revealed in the drug abuse
eries published earlier this year in
‘he Banner-Independent.
' The purpose of this intermittent
eries will be to keep readers
breast of current developments
egarding the problem and local
fforts to combat it. EW)

The Prentiss County Community
Fund has pledged $4,000 to a new
program, the Prentiss County Drug
Awareness Program, which will be
directed by Booneville
Presbyterian Church pastor Joe
Pack Arnold. :

Arnold, a recovering alcoholic
himself, and one of the people in-
strumental in the forming of the
Northeast Mississippi Chapter of
the National Council on Alcoholism,
is a trained drug and alcohol
counselor.

“I came out of a drinking society
in the Delta. And I don’t know
whether I inherited the disease or
contracted it, or what. But I began

recovery sort of simultaneously
with become a minister,”” Arnold
said.

“I did a year in clinical pastoral
education in a state hospital and I
was on the admissions board. And it
was very apparent to me that a lot
of people were coming in with
paranoid schizophrenic symp-
tomatology who began to lose a lot
of that symptomatolgy and that
behavior after they were detoxed,”
he said.

Arnold said this gave him the idea
that a good percentage of people
with mental problems reached that
state through what he refers to as
‘““alcohol and other drug abuse.”

He then began working with the
Department of Mental Health in
South Carolina and received
training in counseling alcoholic
families. He then spent four years
working as a counselor for the
Idaho Bureau of Substance Abuse.

“That's where I reaily got my
training,” he said. “It's a state
operated education and freatment
program. And that's where I got
interested in family treatment.
We were an outpatient agency, but
we had contracts for detox, in-
termediate care and we also funded
the local chapter of the NCA.

“I got caught up in both of those,”
Arnold said. ‘It was exciting being

involved in education, as well as the
treatment part of it.”

“And, suddenly, I looked back,
and I had 80 hours in training and
therapy,” he said.

Arnold said he wants the new
local organization to be relatively
informal, with an advisory board to
offer suggestions on how best to
make the community wwate of s
drug problem and possible
solutions.

“I want it to operate simply as a
program of the Prentiss County
Community Fund. I only want a
board of people who can help me

(See Drugs, Page 2)







