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Roundup
Attempted
Murder

A man has been charged with
attempted murder after he
allegedly shot into a house late
Monday night, according to the
Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department.

Tommy Moore, 19, of Route 3,
Booneville, was charged with
attempted murder after he
allegedly fired a shot with a
shotgun into the residence of
Ethel Horton of Route 3,
Booneville,

The incident occurred bet-
ween 11 p.m. and midnight Dec.
17, the sheriff's department
spokesman said.

Apparently only one shot was
fired but the shot went through
the front door, through the
refrigerator and exited the
back door.

Mrs. Horton was in the house
with two 15-year-old girls at the
time of the shooting. No one
was hurt, the spokesman said.

It is believed the person
Moore was allegedly shooting
at was not at home when the
shooting  occurred, the
spokesman said. The motive of
the shooting is unknown, the
sheriff’s department said.

Moore was arrested Tuesday
morning by second district
constable Bud Michael, who is
the son-in-law of Mrs. Horton.

Bond for Moore has been set
at $25,000. The date of a
preliminary hearing had not
been set as of early Tuesday.

Trusty
Caught

A trusty who escaped from
the Prentiss County jail Dec. 7,
was apprehended by the
Baldwyn Police Department
Dec. 13.

Bobby Tyes, 33, of Macon St.,
Baldwyn, a state prisioner who
was in jail for a parole
violation, was taken to Par-
chman State Penitentiary by
Sheriff W.V. Horn after he was
arrested by the Baldwyn Police
Department Thursday of last
week.

Tyes now also faces charges
of jail escape.

Banner

Closed

The Banner-Independent
office will be closed Christmas
Day.

This means all deadlines will
be moved up.

Society news (including birth
announcements, birthday
pictures, correspondent’s
columns, engagement and
wedding stories) and items for
What's Going On must be
turned in by noon Friday, Dec.
21, in order to be published in
next week’s paper.

The classified ad deadline
will be 3 p.m. Friday.

Blue Bell
May Open

According to Booneville Blue
Bell plant manager Joe
Waterson, there is no truth to a
rumor that the local garment
manuafacturer will reopen
within the next week, but plans

the plant after the first of the
year.

Asked about a report that the
plant would reopen within the
week, Waterson said, “Our
situation at this point is that we
are not making that an-
nouncement at this time.

“I am still optomistic about
our situation and plans, at this
point, are being made to reopen
the plant in the menswear
division,” he said. “If you will
recall, that’s one of the aiter-
natives that was listed.

“The final plans haven’t been
completed, but we are hoping to
make an announcement about
the first week in January,”
Waterson said.

By Educational Finance Commission

Tentative Consolidation Plans Released

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

School superintendents around
the state received letters from State
Educational Finance Commission
executive secretary Dr. Frank I.
Lovell Jr. Tuesday, Dec. 18, which
included the EFC’s tentative
reorganization plan for their in-
dividual school districts.

The tentative reorganization plan
for Prentiss County, copies of which
were sent to: Prentiss County
superintendent J.W. Greene,
Booneville Municipal Separate
District superintendent R.D. Griffin
and Baldwyn Municipal Separate.
District Superintendent Steve Clark
creates a new consolidated school
district from the three districts.

The plan reads, “The Booneville
Municipal Separate School District
shall be changed to become a
special municipal separate school
district embracing all the territory
of Prentiss County, and that
territory in Lee County presently
within the Baldwyn Separate School
District.

“The official name of such
district shall be established at a
later date,” the plan concludes.

A note is included, which states,
“If, and when, the Legislature
adopts a uniform school law, all
districts will be of the same type,
with the same governance and
financing provisions.”

In the letter accompanying the
reorganization pians, local school
boards are asked to subzmt their

alternative consolidation plans to
the EFC by Feb. 15, 1985..

“During the month of March, the
Commission will conduct hearings
on such alternate proposals, if
hearings are requested by the
appropriate school board(s),” the
letter says.

The plan is signed by Dr. Lovell
and dated Dec. 17, 1984.

Initial reaction of the superin-
tendents of the districts involved is
varied.

“The Prentiss County school
system will have an alternative
plan,” said Greene. “We plan to
have a study made county-wide,
then meet with the boards and of-
ficials of the other two districts.

“We're interested in whatever is
most beneficial to the students of
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Christmas Flowers

Gina Barron is pictured with poinsettias grown by
Mackie and Janice Holder in their greenhouse at
Altitude. The Holders have been growing poinsettias for
seven years. This year they grew 1,500 of the Christmas
flowers. One of the legends surrounding the poinsettia

a handful of weeds to present Mary. As she gave her
humble gift, the weeds were suddenly transformed into
huge scarlet blooms, and thus was born the Christmas
poinsettia. Gina is the daughter of Grandle and Kay
Barron. Her grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Alvie

are being formulated to reopen -

tells of a poor young girl who longed to present a gift to

the mother of Jesus but having nothing of value, picked

Deaton of Thrasher.

the county,” he said.

“I’'m so upset I don’t know what to
comment on,” Clark said.

‘““We're going to meet with our
school board as quickly as we can,
and our attorney. And, of course,
we’'ll have to meet with Prentiss
County, Mr. Greene and his board,
and Mr. Griffin and his board,” he
said.

“But we’ll meet at the earliest
convenience to try to come up with
a plan before Feb. 15,” Clark said.

“T just looked at it (the
reorganization plan) one time,”’ he
said. ““Of course, we’ll have to get
an attorney. But, I can tell you right
now it's really got me upset.”

Clark said he had obtained a copy
of the plans for the entire state. “In
1954, school districts were reduced

from around 3,000 to 153. And, now,
we're going from 153 down to,
maybe, 90.

“That reduces it right on down to
where we're going to have large
schools, and I don’t know whether
that’s going to be best for education,
.or not,”’ Clark said.

Griffin was said to be out of town
and was not available for comment.

Dr. Lovell was asked how
creation of a special municipal
school district would affect the
boards and officials of the present
three districts involved.

“They will have to start over
from square one,” he said, adding
that the decision as to whether
board members would be elected,

(See Consolidation, Page 2)

TV-53 Manager

Searching For

Local Investors

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Publisher

Julian Graddick readily admits
that unexpected financial problems
have plagued Booneville’s proposed
low-power television station since
he first moved here from Mobile,
Ala., several months ago to become
the station’s general manager.

However, he says that all of the
past due bills owed by Dove
Broadcasting Inc., owner of the
station license, are in the process of
being paid. He adds that he has no
intention of giving up yet on getting
the station on the air.

Now that the original investors -
businessmen from the Mobile area -
- have pulled out of the deal,
Graddick is looking for local in-
vestors to buy into the station to
help finance it.

Graddick, who plans to keep a 25-
percent interest in the station, said
he has talked to several local in-
dividuals about becoming involved
in backing the station financiaily.

“Interest has been shown by
several local people,” he said,
“including a local doctor, a local
lawyer and other professional
people.”

However, no one has yet com-
mitted to Graddick that they will
invest in the station.

THE FEDERAL Com-
munications Commission approved
a building permit for UHF channel
53 in Booneville in January 1984.
This permit was one of several
applications submitted by Graddick
and several other investors in
Mobile, Ala. - but the only one thus
far to have received FCC approval.

Under FCC regulations, the
station had one year from the date
of the approval of the building
permit to get on the air. However,
because of all the problems, the
FCC has since granted a six-month
extension.

Graddick moved to to Booneville
in September to begin the process of
getting the station on the air.

He said that when he first came

here, financing of the station was
his least concern -- he was more
concerned with finding qualified,
experienced people to help him run
the station.

However, things worked out
exactly the opposite. Once it was
known that the station might open
here, Graddick said he was over-
whelmed at the number of ex-
perienced people who contacted
him.

But, unfortunately, the financing
did not come through as easily as
expected.

According to Graddick,
Booneville banks refused to lend the
company money to purchase the
equipment needed to operate the
station because all of the investors
were from Mobile and were not
known locally.

And, banks in Mobile refused to
lend them the money because the
money would not be used in the
Mobile area, he said.

Under the original agreement,
Graddick said, his partners in
Mobile had agreed to pay his salary
once he moved to Booneville.
However, he says, they did not do
S0.

“l have been here since Sep-
tember without pay,” he said. “And
I have spent all the funds I have
personally.”

IN THE MEANTIME, both
Graddick and his wife have worked
at part-time jobs -- he as a plum-
ber’'s helper and she in an area
restaurant.

He said that the phone at his home
in Booneville has been disconnected
due to a number of long distance
phone calls which were made on
company business. Graddick said
he sent in payment for his portion of
the bill, but the investors in Mobile
failed to pay their share as they said
they would.

According to Graddick, the
Mobile investors are no longer
interested in the Booneville TV
station because it has taken too long

(See TV-53, Page 22)

Mrs. Santa Tells It

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Although I have managed to track
him down for Christmas interviews
for three years straight, Santa
Claus eluded me this year. |

He was in and out of Booneville in
the blink of an eye on Dec. 3, and
rumor has it he has been feeding his
reindeer hormones he acquired
from the Russian Olympic team.

The hormones are said to be so
powerful they turned Rudolph’s
nose into a strobe, and the FAA has
denied Santa airspace within 50

miles of any major US airport
because he passed too close to the
Teeterboro, N.J., airport and an Air
France Concorde mistook it for
Kennedy and tried to land there.
Since I was denied my traditional
interview with the jolly old eif (No,
not Kermit Jones or Gaitha Jumper
--Santa), and I needed a Christmas-

 oriented interview, Angela gave me

the North Pole's 800 number and
suggested 1 talk to Brunhilde
Kringle -- Mrs. Santa Claus.

After accidentally dialing 1-800-
257-1234 three times and 1-844-HITS
twice, I finally managed to punch

out 1-800-646-4646 (6HO-HOHO), and
a voice answered, ‘‘Guten tag. Vos
ist?”’

I introduced myself, and my first
question prompted a stream of
possibly unprintable Teutonic
epithets. But, after she had calmed
down, Mrs. Kringle was able to tell
me what special problems she
encounters during the Christmas

season and, in some cases, year
round.
“First, 1 have to get his suit

ready. When he gets back from his
annual trip he's so tired he just
tosses it into the closet and it lies

ike It Is

there on the floor all year. By the
time I recover, I've forgotten about
it and, when I finally remember it
has to be cleaned, it’s Thanksgiving
again already,” she said.

“Do you have any idea how that
suit looks after he's climbed up and
down all those chimneys?” Mrs.
Kringle asked. ““It’s filthy! I can’t
get a dry cleaner to even touch it.
I've tried and tried to get him to
wear a black suit but he insists red
is the traditional color, and what kid
would sit in the lap of a Santa who

(See Mrs. Santa, Page 3)

MRS. SANTA CLAUS

MERRY CHELSTMAS
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