¢L-‘v11“-; _:, i covp
‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’ (G R
S Al
¢ thanner - Independent
Number 41 Bobneville,Mississippi Thursday, December 6, 1984 Phone 728-6214 28 Pages 25 Cents

Volume 87

Rienzi Man

Sentenced

A Rienzi man was sentenced
last week during the vacation
term of Alcorn County Circuit
Court after he pleaded guilty to
jail escape.

Carl Eddie Odom, 25, of
Route 3, Rienzi, was sentenced
to serve five years for jail
escape. His term is to run
concurrently with a current 15-
year sentence on two con-
victions of armed robbery.

Odom escaped from the
Alcorn Couty Jail Sept. 13,
where he was a trusty. He
reportedly walked out of the
jail building without being
observed. He was apprehended
several days later near his
home.

Odom was previously been
sentenced to 15 years in prison
after he pleaded guilty to
robbing a Biggersville Grocery
Store.

Santa
Letters

In order to have children's
letters to Santa published in the
Christmas edition of The
Banner-Independent, the let-
ters must be received on or
before Friday, Dec. 14,

Any child who would like to
have his or her letter published
so Santa can read in the The
Banner Independent, should
send -the letter to Letters to
Santa, The Banner-
Independent, P.O. Box 269,
Booneville, Miss. 38829, or
bring it by the newspaper office
on Main Street, across from
Booneville City Hall.

Elementary school teachers
in Booneville and Prentiss
County are also welcome to
submit for publication letters
which their students have
written to Santa Claus.

Early

Dismissal

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District will
dismiss students at 12:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, Dec. 12.

The purpose of this early
dismissal is to allow op-
portunity for staff development
activities involving the
district’s curriculum in
mathematics.

Lunches will be served at all
the schools.

Baldwyn
Parade

According to Susan Phillips,
who assisted Parade Marshall
Wayne Stone, the 1984 Baldwyn

Christmas Parade, held
Thursday night, Nov.29,
featured 73 units, including

eight floats and bands from
Baldwyn High School, Saltillo
High School and Northeast
Junior College.

Ms. Phillips said the float
winners were: 1st Place -
Wheeler Baptist Church; 2nd
Place - Baldwyn First
Methodist Church; 3rd Place -
Asbury Methodist Church.

The band trophy went to
Saltillo, the only visiting band
in the parade, Ms. Phillips said.

Only

15

Shopping Days
Until Christmas

First Time In Five Years

Community Fund $12,000 Over Goal

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

With $45,000 collected to date, the
Prentiss County Community fund
has exceeded its 1984 goal by

$12,000, according to PCCF
executive secretary Betty
Williams:

“That’s not real bad for a little,
ol’, country town,”’ said Sam
Milton, agency president. “We're
very excited about it, to say the
least.

\

For Cancer Fund

Getting The Christmas Spirit

The chill in the December air didn't cool down the
enthusiasm of spectators at Booneville’s Christmas
Parade Monday night. Onlookers just bundled up

“The generosity of the people of
Prentiss County has been over-
whelming. And industrial giving
this year has far exceeded ex-
pectations,”’ Milton said.

Ms. Williams said agencies
receiving support from the PCCF
include the American Red Cross,
the Boy Scouts of America, the
Cystic Fibrosis Research Foun-
dation, the Prairie Girl Scout
Council, the Mental Health
Association, Prentiss County 4-H
Clubs, the Prentiss County Good-

fellows Fund, the Prentiss County
Rescue Squad, the Regional
Rehabilitation Center in Tupelo,
United Service Organizations and
the Prentiss County Drug
Awareness Program.

“The Drug Awareness Program
is a new agency this year,” Ms.
Williams said. ‘‘We hope, with some
of this excess money, to fund it
better than we had anticipated.

“Joe Pack Arnold is our chair-
man and we're in the process of
setting up a board for him.

against the elements (top and left photos) while the
parade, which included Christmas Queen Claire Lamb
(right), moved past.

Four NEMJC Teachers Plan

Trans-Mississippi Run

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Four of Northeast Junior
College’s instructors will not be
taking it easy during the school’s
holiday break. Instead, they plan to
spend six days of the vacation
running the length of the state from
the Tennessee line north of Corinth
to Gulfport.

The four, Jim Lamb, Bob Craig,
Johnny Mattox and Ray Cozort, will
be making the run as a Phi Theta
Kappa sponsored project to raise
money for the American Cancer
Society.

““Three of us, Johnny, Bob and
myself, are sponsors of Phi Theta
Kappa, the junior college honor
society. And each year chapters of
the society are encouraged to select
service projects of different types,”
said Lamb.

““The four of us have been running
together, now, for around two
years,” he said. “Dr. Cozort and
Dr. Mattox have been running
longer in races, and all.

“We enjoy the running, and we
noticed different groups were
raising money through running,
through rolling beer barrels,
pushing people in wheel chair-
s...And, when I saw The Terry Fox
Story on TV, that’s when I-got the
idea that we could do this in
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Mississippi through the Phi Theta
Kappa to raise money for the
American Cancer Society,” Lamb
said,

‘So we discussed it, and found all
kinds of reasons why we shouldn’t
do it,” he said. But, the longer the
four talked about the idea, the more
solidly they convinced themselves
they could do it.

Lamb said they originally
planned to make the run last year.
“But we realized we weren’t in good
enough shape. So we’ve been
running more this past spring and

Connth

Boonevile

Malhiston

Louisvillg »

Phiadelpha

during the summer to get ready for
this,” he said.

Lamb said, in the meantime,
after discussions on the state level,
the run became a statewide Phi
Theta Kappa project.

‘“‘Also, each one of us has a direct
personal reason. We all have family
members who have either suc-
cumbed to cancer or currently have
cancer. And that's kind of a
motivating factor,” he said.

“We've never done anything like
this,”” Lamb said. “Ray, Bob and
Johnny have run marathons. But I
have not. So we’ve been working on
our distance running.”

Lamb said the dates for the run
are December 27, 28 and 29 and
January 3, 4 and 5. ““We will begin
at the Tennessee line on Highway 45
at 7 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 27. Then
we will each run a 15-mile leg,
which will be a total of 60 miles the
first day. That will put us about six
miles south of Tupelo on the Nat-
chez Trace Parkway,” he said.

Lamb said the four men will each
run 15 miles a day for each of the six
days. Though this only gives a total
of 90 miles per man for the entire
run, he said they would each make
up the extra 10 miles along the route
for a total of 100 miles each, the
distance they are asking people to

(See Cancer Run, Page 5)

“We feel like one of the reasons
for our fund drive’s success has
been the inclusion of the drug
awareness program,’’ she said.

“We need more community
things to support so we can use
more of what we collect locally,”
Ms. Williams said. “I’'m not saying
it is not well-spent. But we want to
use as much as possible at home.

“We would be receptive to any
presentation that anybody would
like to make to our board regarding
a worthy local program we could

support,”’ she said.

Mrs. Williams said she and Milton
both felt that the PCCF board of
directors deserved recognition.
“They have been very instrumental
in the success of the fund drive,”
she said.

She said the directors are Mrs.
Louise Peeler, Mrs. Nelwyn
Murphy, Mrs. Opal Anderson, R.J.
‘Piggy’’ Bonds, James Bethay, Joe
Childers, Charles Crabb, Carroll

(See Community Fund, Page A-4)

Christmas Parade
Winners Announced

Parade Marshall Nelwyn Murphy
said she felt Booneville’s 1984
Christmas Parade, held Monday
night, Dec, 3, was a complete
success.

The parade, with the theme
“Christmas On Boone Hill,”
followed a new route that, for the
first time, included Highway 45 and
featured 30 floats, three Booneville
school bands, the newly formed
Prentiss County School Band and
bands from Belmont and Northeast
Junior College, as well as various
walking units and Santa Claus.

Claire Lamb, Booneville's 1984
Christmas Queen, led the parade
riding in a sports car, followed by a
float carrying the Christmas Court,

to raise money to provide Christ-
mas baskets for needy families in
Prentiss County. Approximately 400
baskets of fruits, nuts, candy and-
other items will be given to needy
families this year, Crabb said,

He said prospective recipients
will be screened by Lana Tapp of
the Community Action Agency.

“1'd like to thank everyone who
participated, or had any part in the
program,’”” Crabb said. *'I
especially want to thank The
Banner-Independent for the
publicity they gave us, WBIP and
“Piggy" Bonds, Bro. Larry Hill and
the civic clubs that helped in

(See Parade, Page 2)

Goodfellows Go
Over Goal, Too

According to Mayor Charles
Crabb, the 35th Annual Goodfellows
Program, which was held Saturday
night, Dec. 1, at the Westside
Community Center, was a complete
success.

“We had approximately $4,200
pledged,” Crabb said. The 1984 goal
was $4,000, up $500 from last year.
So the program exceeded its goal by
approximately $200, he said.

Crabb said he wanted to remind
everyone who pledged a donation
Saturday night to be sure to fulfill
that pledge as soon as possible.

“Last year, we had some that did
not ever turn their pledges in and
that makes it rough when we get
ready to buy our Christmas baskets

and get them paid for,” he said.

He said those who pledged can
drop off their donations at the
Booneville City Hall, or at any of the
three banks.

“All they have to do is make a
deposit in the Prentiss County
Goodfellows Fund account at any of
the banks. And they should write
their name on the deposit slip so we
can give them credit on our books,”
Crabb said.

‘“‘We really had a good turnout,”
Crabb said of the fund raising
program, which was also broadcast
on radio station WBIP.

The purpose of the program was

(See Goodfellows, Page 3)

READY FOR “TRANS-MISSISSIPPI RUN” -- Four Northeast Junior
College instructors plan to spend six days during their holiday vacation

running the length of the state as a Phi Theta Ka
the benefit of the American Cancer SHefdty =
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right) Dr. Ray Cozort, Dr. Johnny Mattox, Bob Craig and (squatting) Jim
Lamb intend to cover 60 miles per day, with each contributing 15 miles.
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