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Held

An executive session meeting
of the Booneville Board of
Aldermen regarding charges
against police lieutenant James
Pennington was held Monday
afternoon, Nov. 19.

According to police com-
missioner Charles Steen, the
board decided to study the
matter further before deciding
whether the officer should be
demoted to patrolman. “We
will probably rule on it
sometime next week;”’ he said.

Distribute

Commodities

Commodities, including
cheese, butter, and rice, will be
distributed to eligible Prentiss
County residents on Wed-
nesday, Dec. 5, at the Prentiss
County Food Stamp Office,
according to Joe Hill, Prentiss
County Welfare Director.

The distribution will be made
on a first come first serve basis
to those presenting properly
signed and dated commodity
vouchers, Lost vouchers cannot
be replaced, he said.

“Should there be a change in
this distribution date, it will be
announced over radio station
WBIP,” Hill said Monday.

Front Door

Locked

Coinciding with the opening
of Booneville Baptist Memorial
Hospital's new patient wing,
hospital administrator John
Tompkins has announced that
the main lobby doors will be
locked at 9 p.m. each night for
security reasons.

“After 9 p.m. people will
have to enter the hospital
through the emergency room
entrance on Washington
Street,” Tompkins said.

“The reason for this is to
insure security for our patients
and staff,” he said.

Schools
Closed

Prentiss County School
students and students in the
Booneville Municipal Separate
School District will be out of
school Nov. 21-25 for
Thanksgiving holidays. Classes
will resume Monday, Nov. 26.

Students at Northeast Junior
College will also be dismissed
Nov. 21-25 for Thanksgiving.
Classes will resume Monday,
Nov. 26.

Troopers

On Alert

Speeders and . drunken
drivers will be of spcial interest
to the Mississippi Highway
Patrol during the four-day
Thanksgiving period since
drivers in these categories
caused most of the 12 highway
deaths over Thanksgiving last
year,

The patrol will step up its
enforcement during the 102-
hour period that begins at 6
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21, and
ends midnight Sunday, Nov. 25.

More than the usual number
of troopers will be on duty
during the holiday period
because all days off and leaves
of absence have been can-
celled.

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

If Booneville’'s low-power
television station, TV-53, ever goes
on the air it will not be by January
16, 1984, the original deadline for
broadcasting imposed by the
Federal Communications Com-
mission when the station’s license
was granted.

According to Darryl Anthony,
Mobile, Ala., one of the station’s
original investors and secretary-
treasurer of Dove Broadcasting
Inc., the corporation formed to
operate the station, funding has
become a problem and the FCC has
granted a six-month extension of its
on-air date.

Anthony was contacted after

Thou ShaltNot...

On what appears to be word from the highest
authority, the First Baptist Church in Booneville
recently placed this sign and chain across the entrance
to the church’s main parking lot.

attempts to reach station manager
Julian Graddick for comment on

the current status of TV-53 were .

unsuccessful,

Both Graddick’'s home phone and
TV-53's phone have been discon-
nected, according to South Central
Bell Directory Assistance, and a
personal visit to Graddick’s house
found him not at home,

The Banner-Independent first
contacted Don Kaufman, also of
Mobile and a vice-president of Dove
Broadcasting. But Kaufman said he
was no longer associated with the
TV station.

‘I was originally involved in that,
and I thought there was going to be
some other investors. But I just
don’t know what’s happened to it. I
kind of lost track of it,” Kaufman

Apparently the

A Christmas Story At Thanksgiving

said.

Asked about Graddick’s
whereabouts, Kaufman said, I
think he moved his family back
here to Mobile.”

Kaufman then referred The
Banner-Independent to Anthony, a
Mobile accountant, who was
reached at one of his clients’ offices.

“1 think, basically, it's just a
matter of inability to find any
financial backing for the thing,”
Anthony said.

“We thought we originally had a
group that could carry it,” he said.
“‘But the banks that we talked with
were very hesitant about loaning
any money on-equipment.

“And, at the time, the investors
that we had had other investments
that they were working on, trying to

parking lot was blocked off because some people have
been using it as a short cut between the two streets on
either side of the church. (Photo by Ken Christian)

Counting Blessings, She’s
Celebrating Christmas Early

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Wilda McMurry is probably one
of the few people in Prentiss County
who already has a Christmas tree
decorated.

Why would anyone put up a tree
even before Thanksgiving?

The reason is really quite simple,
the Jumpertown woman says.

“It’s been a long time since I felt
like putting up a Christmas tree --
and [ felt like it now."”

Mrs. McMurry's Christmases
past have frequently been spent in
hospitals.

For the last three Decembers she
has had surgery involving har-
dening of the arteries.- And last
Christmas Eve her daughter’s
home burned.

Earlier this month Mrs. McMurry
had surgery again. When she came
home from the hospital, before she
even went home, she had her
daughter, Becky Cooper, take her to
Wal-Mart to purchase a Christmas
tree.

“I'm just hoping and praying this

will be the best Christmas ever,”
Mrs. McMurry said. I feel like it's
Christmas next week, This is the
first Christmas in 15 years that I've
really felt like celebrating. This is
my way of getting to wish people a
‘Merry Christmas’.”

Mrs. McMurry is possibly one of
the first Prentiss Countians to mail
a Christmas card this year, too. Her
first card was sent to Prentiss
Manufacturing. She worked at

Prentiss No. 2 before she hecame

disabled.

THANKSGIVING will also be a
special time for Mrs. McMurry.

“It just seems like people are
doing so much for me,” she said.

Sunday she ate an early

. Thanksgiving dinner with her

neighbor, June Mardis. The Lions
Club has supplied her with new
glasses and her nurse, Cathy Davis,
got a wheelchair for her through the
Home Care Program.

After Mrs. McMurry’s left leg

was amputated last year, the local

CB club spopsored a benefit for her

to help with medical expenses.

“The Lord has been good to me.
And when I was in the hospital,
people from hundreds of miles
around prayed. They never stopped
praying.

“Every day that goes past I've
got more to be thankful for. If you
could just see the things I've seen,”
she continued. “‘I've always taken
my legs for granted. Now it's good
to even use a walker.

“‘People should be so thankful for
what they have. For the past year
I’ve enjoyed living more than [ ever
have. There are so many things to
be thankful for - I just can’t name
them all.”

Mrs. McMurry’s holidays will be
spent with her children and their
families, Becky Cooper of Jum-
pertown, Davy McMurry of
Marietta and Cathy Neblett of
Wheeler. “Spending the holidays
with my family -- that's what I
want,”” she said.

“I'm thankful to be alive and that
all my kids are well. We've all got
houses to live in, food, and clothing.
There's a lot to be thankful for.”

secure. And they just didn’t have
the necessary liquid funds to put up
on the thing,” he said.

“The last 1 talked with Julian
(Graddick), he was still attempting
to find some people who can back
the deal financially,”” Anthony said.

Contrary to what Kaufman had
said regarding Graddick’s retur-
ning to Mobile, Anthony said, *I
think he’s working up that way (in
Booneville). So, he doesn’t have any
intention of returning to this area.”

Asked about rumors of unpaid
bills owed by Dove Broadcasting,
Anthony said, ‘“There are some
back bills that will be paid. That’s
just a matter of some people getting
together and coming up with the
money.”’

Anthony said the FCC had

granted a six-month extension on
the one-year originally given TV-53
to go on the air. ““There has been an
extension granted. The FCC was
approached, and an explanation
was provided them regarding the
problems that the investment group
is having. So, they did go ahead and
grant an extension. I think it was
six-months.”

The FCC’s original deadline for
TV-53 to begin broadcasting was
Jan. 16. A six-month extension
would make the new deadline July
16.

“It’s still a viable investment for
some people if some money can be
found,” Anthony said. “Because the
extension request was granted, that

(See TV Station, Page 3)

Hospital Layoffs
National Trend

Despite recently announced
layoffs at North Mississippi
Medical Center in Tupelo, Union
County Hospital in New Albany,
Oxford-Lafayette County Hospital
and Itawamba County Hospital in
Fulton, Booneville Baptist
Memorial Hospital administrator
John Tompkins said Wednesday
there are presently no future plans
for layoffs at his facility,

“What's bringing all this about is
all the changes in the health care
field. And it’s not only in this area;
it’s throughout the country that this
type thing is going on,” Tompkins
said.

‘‘We had our staff reduction early
compared to some of the other

hospitals in the area that are just
now doing theirs,” he said. “We had
ours about two years ago.”

Explaining the reason for the
recent rash of hospital layoffs in the
area, which was capped by
Itawamba County Hospital ad-
ministrator Glendon Speigner’s
Thursday, Nov. 15, announcement
of layoffs and cutbacks affecting 10
percent of his facility's employees,
Tompkins said, “What’s causing
this national trend is the reim-
bursement mechanism,

““Hospitals have to operate like a
business,”” he said. ““Se, throughout
the nation, hospitals are having
staff reductions because of a

(See Hospital, Page 3)

Baldwyn’s New
Factory On Hold

It may be well into 1985 before
construction begins on what was to
be the industry that would fill the
remaining space in Baldwyn’s
industrial park.

According to Baldwyn Mayor
Merle Rowan, Mesker-Clark, a door
manufacturer that earlier this year
announced plans to build a new
factory in the Charles M. Gordon
Industrial Park, is still seeking
financing for the project.

Rowan said Mesker-Clark of-
ficials announced at a Tuesday,
Nov. 13, meeting with city officials
that they were now looking into the
possibility of leasing from another
company that would agree to
construct their building.

“I don’t have any idea when they
might be opening their doors, since
they don’t even have the building
part worked out yet,” Rowan said.

Asked what was holding up

Wilda McMurry

construction of the building, Rowan
said, “Money.

“They started out with plans to
obtain local financing,” he said.
But, he said, no local financing
could be obtained.

The company then began
negotiating with Citibank (First
National City Bank) of New York
City, Rowan said. “But after the
failure of several banks around the
country, they backed off.

“They regrouped and decided
they were going to have to tighten
up,” he said.

Asked about the stability of
Mesker-Clark, Rowan said com-/
pany officials have told him' they
“have more work than they can
handle.”

“But, right now, we don’t know
where we are. It's just hanging in-
Limbo,” Rowan said.







