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Roundup

Escapee
Captured

A Prentiss County man who
escaped from the Alcorn
County Jail Thursday of last
week was apprehended the
following day by a Prentiss
County Deputy near the
escapee’s home,

Carl Eddie Odom, 25, of
Route 3, Rienzi, escaped from
the Alcorn County Jail Sept. 13,
He had been a trusty for the
past several week and repor-
tedly walked out of the jail
building without being ob-
served.

Odom was found around 7
p.m. Friday of last week by
Prentiss County Deputy Jeff
Jackson.

Jackson was hidden in some
woods near Odom’s residence
when ‘‘Odom just came
walking up the gravel road,”
Jackson said Tuesday. Odom
did not resist arrest, he said.

“Odom told me had been
hiding in the chimney in his
house,” Jackson said. Odom
was apparently walking to his
mother’s home when he was
apprehended.

Odom had been sentenced to
15 years in prison after he
pleaded guilty to robbing a
Biggersville Grocery Store.

Odom is now scheduled to be
transported to Parchman State
Penitentiary, according to law
authorities.

Another
Escape

A prisener in-the Booneville
city jail who was fet out of jail
Sunday to wash a car escaped
but was apprehended about 45
minutes later.

Police Officer Joe
Shackelford let Keland Rentro,

18, of Route 7, Booneville, out of

jail Sunday to wash a car.
Renfro left and was ap-
prehended about 45 minutes
later by Officer Shackelford in
a field near Felker Street.

Renfro had been sentenced to
serve 90 days in jail for
destroying public property,
according to Police Chief
Bobby Lambert. Lambert said
this charge was in connection
with the theft of a backhoe from
the city.

Lambert said Tuesday he did
not know yet if Renfro would
face additional charges of jail
escape.

Renfro was not a trusty at the
jail, Lambert said.

Editor
On ETV

Ed Woodward, managing
editor of The Banner-
Independent, will appear on
‘‘Mississippi Week’’ on
Mississippi ETV Friday, Sept.
21, at 8 pm.

“Mississippi Week’ is a
television program on ETV
Channel 12 (Channel 11,-cable)
that features a roundtable
discussion of major news
stories in the state by the
journalists who covered them.

The program also airs
Sundays at 4:30 p.m.

On Hospital

Committee

C.W. “Bill” Nelson, 1984-85
Chairman of the Mississippi
Hospital Association, has
named John Q. Tompkins,
Administrator of Baptist
Memorial Hospital, Booneville,

_to a key committee of the

Association.

Mr. Tompkins will serve on
the Committee on Bylaws and
Resolutions for one year,

The responsibility of the
committee is to review the
Association's bylaws and
report to the MHA Board of
Governors on all matters
pertaining to the bylaws and
resolutions.

PCEPA Board Revises By-Laws

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Theé board of directors of the
Prentiss County Electric Power
Association met Wednesday night,
Sept. 12, to approve major changes
in the cooperative’s by-laws, ac-
cording to the cooperative’s general
manager Ronny Rowland.

The changes, in tandem with two
things that occurred at the board’s
Sept. 4 ‘“‘organizational meeting”’:
the termination of retired PCEPA
general manager Whit Abernethy’s
role as an advisor and Percy
White’s decision not to continue as
president of the board; give
members of the cooperative almost

Little Devil

everything that was promised by
the four people who recently made
challenges " for posts on the
association’s board of directors.

The changes include:

— A new date for the annual
members’ meeting: The original
by-laws called for the meeting to be
held at 10 a.m. on the last Friday in
August, requiring members who
wanted to attend to miss work.

The meeting date has been
changed to the third Saturday in
August. :

—-A new quorum requirement:
Fifteen percent of the 10,400
memberships (1561) present in
person was formerly required for
the annual members’ meeting to be

At Friday night’s game, Booneville High School cheerleader Christy
McCoy (left) expresses her approval of a Devil's trident which has been
painted on the cheek of cheerleader mascot Candace Eaton (right). Candace

City Expansion Not _
An Overnight Process

No official action has been taken
regarding an expansion of the city
limits of Booneville, according to
Booneville Vice-Mayor Charles
Steen. In the absence of Mayor
Charles Crabb, Steen presided over
a Sept. 10 city board meeting in
which the possible expansion was

- discussed.

According to Steen, the official
purpose of the meeting was to hold a
public hearing on revenue sharing,
Steen said, since there were no
citizens present to express their
views on the city’s use of revenue
sharing funds, those present held an

unofficial discussion on the ex-
pansion question.

“We took no official action
because Mayor (Charles E.) Crabb
was not present,” Steen said.

In addition to Steen, aldermen
R.G. Houston, Bluford Allen and
Wade Lambert, and city clerk June
Hutchison attended the meeting,
where Houston explained his ex-
pansion proposal to the others.

Mayor Crabb has gone on record
as opposing any expansion until it
can be ascertained whether the city
could afford to provide services to
the new areas. Houston first

held.

Though 1398 memberships were
present on the date of the 1984
meeting (Sept. 30, 1984), it was
ruled that no quorum was present
and the meeting was adjourned,
prompting members to begin cir-
culating a petition calling for a
meeting.

The new quorum requirement is
10 percent of the members (1040),
either in person or by proxy, with
each member counting as one
regardless of the number of meters
owned,

—Election of directors by matil-in
ballot: The by-laws previously
called for an election to be held
following the annual members’

meeting, with voting either in
person or by proxy by the secretary
of the cooperative,

If there was no quorum and,
therefore, no meeting, there was no
election and those directors whose
terms were due to expire
automatically served another
three-year term.

Under the new changes, an

election will be held, with or without
a quorum, every year after the
annual meeting, by secret mail-out
ballot.
- Ballots will be sent to members,
who may vote, then mail their ballot
in a postage-paid, addressed en-
velope to a certified public ac-
countant for tabulating.

is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Eaton of Jumpertown, Christy is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernie McCoy of Booneville. (Photo by Ken

Christian)

proposed the :idea in the form of a
motion at the August regular
meeting of the board and Crabb
refused to entertain the motion.

A group of citizens then attended
the board meeting on Sept. 4 ex-
pecting to hear Houston’s proposal.
But it did not come up for con-
sideration.

The visitors expressed their
concern on the subject and were
assured by Houston and alderman
Wade Lambert that expansion was
not an overnight process.

(See Expansion, Page 22)

Prentiss Tax Assessor Gi_,;ven

30-Day Extension Reprieve

Prentiss County Tax Collector-
Assessor Danny Childers has been
given a 30-day extension by the
Mississippi Attorney General in
which to repay $32,083 in delinquent

. vehicle tax penalties State Auditor

Ray Mabus says he owes,

According to Assistant State
Attorney General Pete Cajoleas,
the Sept. 10 deadline on Childers’
repayment has been extended. to
Oct. 10 so authorities can “review
certain factual and legal issues”
raised by Childers and his attorney
Thomas Keenum during an Aug. 28
meeting,

Cajoleas said if a settlement has
not been reached by Oct. 10, the

. attorney general’s office ‘‘probably

will not extend the deadline again.”
He said a lawsuit would probably be
filed to recover the funds,

Keenum told The Banner-
Independent. one of the issues he
and Childers have raised is that
over $20,000 of the money in
question is being demanded by
Mabus’ office because Childers did
not require affidavits in lieu of the
penalties from late license
renewers. :

According to Keenum, the statute

requiring the affidavits did not
become effective until after the
date covering the alleged shor-
tages.

“In actual fact, Childers collected
as much or more in penalties than
would have been collected the way
Mabus is talking about during the
period from January 1, 1980 through
June 3, 1982,” Keenum said.

“So, what is the fuss over? Why
ask a man to pay back something
he’s already-collected for taxes?”
he asked.

(See Assessor, Page 3)

--Nomination of candidates for
director: Previously, a candidate -
could qualify for nomination only by -
submitting a petition containing the -
signatures of 25 members in good :
standing to the secretary of the
cooperative. K

Now, nominations may also be
made verbally from the floor at the -
annual members’ meeting. £

~Voting by Proxy: Under the old ©
by-laws proxies were voted anly by -
the secretary of the cooperative. -
They had to be signed and delivered -
to the secretary in person. A -
member could state preferences for
election of directors, but the proxy -

(See By-Laws, Page 22)
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Attorney
Criticizes

Changes

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

According to Booneville attorney '
Thomas Comer, the new by-laws .
passed by the Prentiss County -
Electric Power Association board '
of directors on Sept. 12 actually give -
the members less of a voice in the -
association than before.

Comer, spokesman for the group -
of PCEPA members currently
circulating petitions calling for a -
members' meeting and the election .
of a new slate of directors for the -
cooperative, said, *‘Our group is not
the least bit impressed with the
recent changes by the board. In
fact, we are appalled and outraged
at the changes.”

Comer said the board has ‘“made
sweeping changes in the by-laws
that, in effect, further reduce any
voice the members may have and
gives the board and officers even
more power to rule over the
members and to enhance the
directors and officers’ positions.

“Our main purpose all along was
to attempt to have a meeting and a
right to vote, a voice in the affairs of
our association and for the board
and officers of the association to
have some consideration of the
members’ desires and feelings,”
Comer said.

(See Attorney, Page 22)

Banner-Independent Ad Compositor

Veteran Newspaper

Employee Loses

Battle With Cancer

Long time Banner-Independent
employee, Cecil Leroy Brandon,
59, of 203 Jumper Circle,
Booneville, died Friday, Sept. 14,
at the Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneville following a brief
illness.

Mr. Brandon worked as an ad
compositor at The Banner-
Independent. He had worked at
Booneville newspapers for 42
years.

He was a deacon at Spring Hill
M.B. Church where he also taught
a mens’ Sunday School class. He
was a Mason.

Services will be Thursday, Sept.
20, at 2 p.m. at Springhill M.B.
Church with the Rev. Prentiss
Harris officiating. Visitation will
be from 1 p.m. until 1:45 p.m. at
the church. Burial will be in the
Love and Charity Cemetery.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs.
Betty Brandon; three sons, Cecil
Brandon Jr. of Charlotte, N.C.,
Harry Brandon and Michael
Brandon, both of Booneville; a
daughter, Mrs. Gwendolyn
Burress of Booneville; his mother,
Mrs. Velma Jackson of Cleveland,
Ohio; two sisters, Mrs. Juanita

Jackson of Endicott, N.Y., and
Mrs. Ann Wright of Boston,
Mass.; three brothers, Charles
Bennett of Booneville, William
Martin and John Martin, both of
Cleveland, Ohio; and four
grandchildren.

Lusk Funeral Home of Cerinth
is in charge of arrangments.

CECIL BRANDON







