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Rounaup

Election
Petitions

Those interested in running
for the Prentiss County
Election Commission and fifth
district school board member
of Prentiss County are required
to turn in their petitions no later
than Sept. 7, by 5 p.m., ac-
cording to Prentiss County
Circuit Clerk Travis Cox.

Those seeking a position on
the Prentiss County Election
Commission will need a petition
with the signatures of at least
50 qualified voters from the
district they are running in,
Cox said Monday.

This petition must be filed
with the clerk of the Prentiss
County Board of Supervisors

. (Phillip Cole} no later than
Sept. 7, at 5 p.m,

Those seeking election to the
office of Fifth District School
Board will need their petitions
turned in to the circuit clerk’s
office no later than Sept. 7, dt 5
p.m. for their names to appear
on the November general
ballot. :

Mackie Don Holder is the
current fifth district school
board member. He had not
turned in a petition as of
Monday morning Cox said.

The Prentiss County Election
Commission is composed of
James Gargus, Woodrow
English, Mrs. Sale Martin,
Cayce Depoyster and Larry W.
Lambert.

English and Depoyster have
turned in qualifying petitions
for the election commission,
Cox said.

‘Escapee

Captured

A prisoner from the city jail
who was being allowed to work
at the city park on a work
release program left her job
Monday and was apprehended
that night at a Jumpertown
residence by Prentiss County
Deputy Gene Gilley.

The prisoner, Eva Graves of
Booneville, was in jail for her
third DUI offense and had been

ordered to spend 30 days in jail. -

She was to serve about two
more weeks before being
released.

Graves’ husband, Mike, who
was with her Monday night
when she was apprehended,
was also arrested by the
sheriff’s department and
charged with public
drunkenness. He was still in jail
as of early Wednesday mor-
ning.

Booneville Police Chief
Bobby Lambert said Tuesday
that he did not expect to file any
additional charges against
Mrs. Graves.

Armed
Robbery

A Prentiss County man was
robbed of $287 Monday around
10:15 a.m. when he stopped to
assist some people he thought
were having car trouble.

Marion Robertson, Route 1,
Box 168, Booneville, stopped at
Parker Avenue where the road
intersects with Highway 45,
after he saw four people, two
men and two women, in a 1980-
81 blue Buick who he thought
were having car trouble, ac-
cording to the sheriff’'s
department.

When he got out to help the
people, one of the subjects
pulled a .25 automatic pistol on
Robertson and robbéd him of
$287 and several bottles of his
medication. :

Robertson thought the tag on
the blue Buick may have
possibly been an Alcorn County

3 § license plate, the sheriff’s
department said.

No arrests had been made in
the case as of Tuesday.

| UHF Channel 53

Air Date Set For New Local TV Station

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Publisher

Booneville’s new low-power
television station is scheduled to go
on the air in about 90 days.

Station manager Julian Graddick
said last week that he has talked
with all his equipment suppliers and
technicians and asked them for a
conservative estimate as to when
the station will be ready.

“We were shooting for the first of
October,” Graddick said. ‘But, to
be conservative, we are now saying
the first of November.”

Work is already underway on the
station’s studio located on Market
Street next door to The Clothes
Rack.

The FCC issued a low-power
license for the Booneville station on

January 16 of this year. According
to FCC rules, the station must be on
the air one year from that date.

The Booneville station is owned
by Dove Broadcasting, which is
currently being incorperated in the
state of Mississippi.

Owners of the corporation will be
Graddick, general manager and
president; vice-presidents Mark
Sekas and Don Kaufman;
secretary-treasurer Darryl An-
thony; and one stockholder, the
Rev. Wayne Graves. All are
residents of Mobile, Ala.

Graddick, his wife and two young
children are in the process of
moving to Booneville where he will
take on the duties of running the TV
station.

Graddick’s younger brother,
Charlie Graddick, is currently

Final Pair Is Shipped

At 11:15 a.m. Wednesday, floor lady Betty Smith
(above) packed up the final pair of shoes to be
manufactured at Brown Shoe Company in Booneville.
The last pair was a black-and-white lady’s shoe, a style
called ‘Rella,’ which was part of a 720-pair shipment to
J.C. Penny. Brown Shoe announced Aug. 3 that it vould

close the Booneville plant, laying off approximate y 425

Demanding $250,000

Attorney General for the state of
Alabama and plans to run for
governor of Alabama in the next
election, .

Although the official FCC-
assigned call letters for the
Booneville TV station will be
W53AF, Graddick says it will
simply be called “TV-53" since it
will be located on UHF channel 53.

TV-53 is the first television station
to be owned by the Mobile
businessmen who make up Dove
Broadcasting. Only Graddick, who
once owned his own ad agency , has
any experience with low-power TV.
However, the group has filed ap-
proximately 70 more applications
with the FCC for stations across the
U.S., including one in Corinth.

“We own the only application for
a station in Corinth, Graddick said,

workers. Wednesday morning marked the end of
production at the factory after almost 30 years in
Booneville. Brown Shoe will now begin the process of
removing the equipment in the building. This should be
completed by mid-September, said assistant plant
manager Danny Nave. (Photo by Ken Christian)

“go if Corinth’s application is ever
approved, we will get it.”

“We hope to end up with three or
four more stations,” he added.

The type of programming to be
offered by TV-53 is still being
developed. But, Graddick stresses,
TV-53 will not be an ‘‘education
channel” like Booneville’s other
station, WMAE, which simply re-
broadcasts the Mississippi ETV
signal from Jackson.

“This is going to be Booneville’s
TV station,” Graddick said. “We
will create much of our own
programming and we want to
project anything of interest to the
people in Booneville and Prentiss
County.”

“We plan to get involved in as

(See TV Station, Page 3)

JULIAN GRADDICK

Some Local Plants

To Excuse Workers

For PCEPA Meeting

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

At least three local manufac-
turers will let their employees off to
attend the annual members’
meeting of the Prentiss County
Electric Power Association
tomorrow, Aug, 31, at 10 am,

Officials of Wall-Snugglers Inc.,
Park Lane Inc. and Booneville
Paper Co. Inc. have reportedly all
said their employees will be ex-
cused for the meeting.

When contacted by The Banner-
Independent for verification, Wall-
Snugglers” manager Manness
Bartlett said, “We always let our
employees out to vole in any
election, and we feel this power
company election is as'important as
any other.”

Bartlett said he had not asked any
of his 125 employees how many
planned to attend the meeting.

“If any of them want to go, we'll
let them go,” said Dan Eaton of
Booneville Paper Co. when asked if
his 25 employees would be excused

for the meeting.

Vic Etheridge of Park Lane, who

had reportedly told the four
challengers for the directors’ posts
that his employees would be ex-
cused to vote, was out of town and
could not be reached for con-
firmation before press time.
- At a strategy meeting on Monday,
Aug. 27, the four challengers for the
directors’ posts, Cecil Smith,
Marjorie Waters, Jack Wright and
Ronald Michael said they had
secured permission for members
attending the meeting to park at the
Brown Shoe Co. parking lot.

The four said shuttle service will
be provided between the parking lot
and the Bonner Arnold Coliseum,
where the meeting is to take place.

The candidates said they had
been concerned about the lack of
available parking at the gym with
classes in session at the junior
college.

“We would still advise members
to arrive early enough to park at
Brown Shoe and get to the gym well
before 10 o’clock,” said Michael.

Produce Dealer Suing Power Company

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

A Booneville produce dealer has
filed a $225,000 lawsuit against the
Prentiss County Electric Power
Association, claiming the
cooperative  ‘discriminatorily

refused to provide electrical ser-

vice” to his business.

Johnny Wayne Burns, owner of
the Market Basket, filed the suit in
Prentiss County Circuit Court,
Tuesday morning, Aug. 28, through
his attorney Thomas Comer.

According to Comer, since the
spring of 1983, when Burns first

opened his business on the corner of
Church and Bryant Streets, the
PCEPA has refused to supply him
with electric power.

“He {(Jchnny Wayne Burns) was
running the business himself — the
tax number was in his name, the
business was in his name, the
property lease was in his name, he
pays the taxes and all that,”” Comer
said.

“But, when he went to apply (for
electric service), they (PCEPA
officials) said, ‘Well, your dad’s
working there, too, and he owes us
money. So, we can’t give you power
because it would benefit him.’"

Comer said Burns' father, Johnny
Doyle Burns, has no interest in the
business. ‘‘He was simply working
for the boy.”

The complaint in Burns' suit
against the power company claims
that, “because of the nature of the
business, the plaintiff required
electrical services to protect his
inventory, including various fruits
and vegetables and to conduct the
affairs of his business.”

It continues, ‘‘the plaintiff at-
tempted in a proper manner to
apply for and request electrical
service to his business from the
defendant but at such time the

defendant breached its duty to
furnish electrical service...and
capriciously, unreasonably, ar-
bitrarily and discriminatorily
refused to provide electrical service
to the plaintiff.”

Burns’ suit alleges that ‘‘as a
patural, direct and proximate cause
of the defendant’s refusal and
breach of duty to provide electrical
service,” the produce dealer
“suffered damages to the extent
that a large volume of his in-
ventory, including fruits and
vegetables, were destroyed over a
period of time.”

It also charges that Burns

“suffered a great deal of loss of
income and further suffered in-
convenience and annoyance in not
having electricity and suffered
embarrassment and mental anxiety
in the day to day routine of
operating his business.”

Burns’ suit charges that the
PCEPA’s refusal to furnish his
business with electric service “was
wiliful and malicious” against him
in particular.

The suit asks for $75,000 actual
damages and $150,000 punitive
damages, plus court costs.

(See Lawsuit, Page 22)






