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Jobless
Rate Up

The jobless rate for Prentiss
County edged up slightly at
mid-June. Charles Smith,
Manager of the Mississippi
State Employment Service,
said the rate of unemployment
for the county was estimated to
be 9.8 percent of the civilian
labor force, or 1,200 in-
dividuals.

This rate compares to 7.7
percent last month and 13.9
percent one year ago. The
number of county residents
employed was estimated to be
11,100, 230 above the previous
estimate and 410 above the
figure for June, one year ago.
The civilian labor force rose to
12,300 at mid-month, 520 more
than in May but experienced a
drop of 110 from one year ago.

Manufacturing employment
in the county at 3,110 rose by 60
from last month and 130 over
one year ago. Those employed
in nonmanufacturing jobs were
estimated to be 4,090, com-
pared to 4,010 last month and
3,890 in June, 1983.

New Phone
Books Out

South Central Bell has an-
nounced that delivery of the
new Booneville telephone
directory will begin on August
2.

This year’s directory cover
features a color photograph of
the State Capitol.

To conserve paper and
reduce cost, South Central Bell
will continue its practice of
distributing one directory per
household.

District Manager Tom Bailey
asks that customers allow at
least a week for completion of
deliveries. Anyone who hasn’t
received his new directory by
August 10 can arrange to
receive one by calling the
Residence Service Center at
961-2288 or Business Service
Center at 1-960-3010.

Highway

Repairs

According to L.G. Sum-
merford, district engineer for
the State Highway Depart-
ment, a level and seal project
for 4.8 miles of State Highway
30 between Highway 25 and the
Natchez Trace Parkway will be
underway next week.

Motorists are encouraged to
travel with care in the area, or
seek an alternate route,
Summerford said.

He said the project will
smooth out unlevel spots and
repair cracks in the existing
pavement and described the
work as ‘‘the use of a mixture of
liquid asphalt and crushed
stone which will seal the cracks
and prevent additional damage
to the roadbed.

Summerford said economics
require the wuse of this
procedure over actual resur-
facing since asphalt costs
approximately $30 a ton, while
crushed stone is approximately
$3.50 a ton.

Firefighter
Week

Governor Bill Allain has
proclaimed the week of Aug. 4-

11, as “Fire Fighter Ap-
preciation Week'' in
Mississippi.

The proclamation, initated
by the Muscular Dystrophy
Association which has received
| support from fire fighters for
the past 30 years, recognizes
that fire fighting has long been
known as one of the nation’s
most * hazardous professions.

| Drug Abuse In Prentiss County, Part
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Counselors Know True Scope Of Abuse

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Once a drug or alcohol abuser has
been detoxed and has undergone
intensive treatment, he or she still
faces a long term, possibly even a
lifetime, of psychological coun-
seling and group therapy programs.

As Dr. Jerry W. Sheffield, himself
a recovering drug addict, has
pointed out, “Once an addict,
always an addict.” The abuser is
never considered cured, only
recovering. This is the premise of
all group self-help organizations
like Aleocholics Anonymous, Nar-
cotics Anonymous, Al-Anon or
Families Anonymous.

Some substance abusers may
seek help themselves through

groups like AA. Others may be
committed through the Chancery
Court, either voluntarily or in-
voluntarily, to a hospital that offers
help to drug abusers. And others
may have no choice. But eventually
the addict must get help or die.

So, the people most apt to know
the true extent of the drug abuse
problem are the counselors who
work with addicts every day.

“Right now, about 80 percent of
all inmates coming in have had past
alcohol or drug related problems,’’
said Ed Hargett, administrator of
the Drug and Alcohol Center at
Parchman State Penitentiary.

“To break that down, those with
an alcohol problem alone make up
26 percent (of all new inmates),
inmates with a drug problem alone

make up 15 percent, and those with
both problems make up the
remaining 39 percent,” Hargett
said.

“By aleohol or drug related, we
mean that they were under the
influence at the time they com-
mitted the crime, or they’'re here
for sale or possession,”’ he said.

Hargett’s records also indicate
that 53 percent of all parole
violations are alcohol and drug
related. “They commit another
offense while under the influence,”
he explained, adding that 65 percent
of probation violations are also
alcohol-drug related.

Hargett claims a good success
rate with his inmate program.
““Only 10.2 percent of the people who
participate in our program...will

return to Parchman,” he said,
adding that the general return rate
for all inmates is 34.7 percent.

“I think this shows the people
going through treatment are more
likely to stay out than the average
inmate,” Hargett said.

“One thing I've found out, with
the percentage of people we have
here with alcohol and drug
problems, and with the percentage
of parole and probation violations
that are drug-alcohol related...I do
believe that the single most con-
tributing factor to criminal
behavior is substance abuse,’”’
Hargett said.

As a mental health worker at
Timber Hills Mental Health Ser-
vices in Booneville, most of the
addicts Jerry Christian sees are

seeking help on their own; though
some are sent to him by the
Chancery Court now that the state
hospitals have a mandatory waiting
list.

Christian has discovered that the
greatest hindrance to the success of
a program like the cne at Timber
Hills is the refusal of so many
people to believe there is a problem.

*“Idon't know why the people tend
to be so blind to the facts, because
we do have a problem in this
county,”’ he said. ‘“The churches
even play it down, which I think is
highly regrettable.”

Christian said he is quite often
called to area hospitals to talk with
drug abusers who have attempted

(See Drugs, Page 3)

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

treasures -- simply by whittling.

says. “I've been whittling all my
life. 1 can sit and whittle all day
long.”

In fact, Happy says he had
rather stay home and whittle as go
anywhere.

“I've been fishing three times
and to about a dozen ballgames. I
don’t know anything about cards
and I can't play pool. Some might
call that curious. But I'd just
rather whittle.”

WHITTLING TREASURES -- Happy Vanstory's
life-long hobby has been whittling. He has made from
wood such items as a bulldog, pig, pistol, shoe, chain,

Happy Vanstory of Thrasher
can transform blocks of wood into

“Whittling is my hobby,” he

THE FIRST thing Happy made
was a little car with wheels when
he was about six years old.

““I had a string tied to it and was
pulling the car behind me when a
man asked me if I would sell it. I
was going to ask a nickle for it
when he offered me a dime,”
Happy remembers, laughing.

Since then Happy has made
many items -- one of the most
popular of which is a chair in a
bottle.

“Once I took a couple to
Oklahoma and visited a
penitentary. I saw an old man
making those and I thought if he
could do that, so could I. So I tried,
and the third time I got it right,”

lamp stand, and horses and wagon. One of his most
popular items is a chair in a bottle.

he grins.

That was in 1927. Since then the
72-year-old whittler has made so
many of them he has lost count.

But putting a chair in a bottle is
something he says he can’t do
every day. ‘“You have to have
good steady nerve to do it and
patience,” he says, adding that
“No two bottles are exactly the
same. I have to measure the in-
side of each one.”

And he uses only square bottles.
Sometimes the only square bottles
he can find are whiskey bottles.
Occasionally he comes across an

- “old-timey’’ bottle which is good

since he says he would hate to put
a chair in a whiskey bottle and

Happy Vanstory: Whittling Away For 66 Years

give it to the preacher’'s wife.

The chairs he puts in the bottles
have cushions made of em-
broidery thread -- which he
makes, also.

One “‘chair in the bottle”” Happy
made was given to the late Dr.
AV. Dixon. Dr. Dixon kept the
‘“chair in a bottle” in his dentist
office for about 42 years, Happy
said.

Happy has made one sailboat in
a bottle, but that proved to be
more difficult than building a
chair in a bottle, he said.

He tries to explain to visitors
how he manages to get a chair in a
bottle -- but the more he tries to
explain it, the more confusing it

sounds. So it seems best to simply
accept the fact that Happy can
really build a chair in a bottle.

Other items that Happy has
whittled from wood include a
large black and white bulldog; a
sow with four piglets (which he
made 45 years ago); a pistol so
real it looks like it could shoot; a
lace-up shoe which doubles as a
pencil holder; and a wooden
silver-colored chain with the
letters ‘1934 -- the year he whit-
tled the chain.

He has never had any formal
training in his hobby -- he was
simply born with the talent.

(See Vanstory, Page 3)

County Board Postpones Pupil Transfer Refusals

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

According to J.W. Greene,
Prentiss County school superin-
tendent, the county school board
has decided to delay its decision to
refuse release of students to other
school districts until the 1985-86
school year.

Greene had stated in his column,
“County School Report,” in the July
26, 1984 issue of The Banner-
Independent that such refusal
would begin this school year for all
first grade students.

But, he said, response from
several parents prompted him to
call an open meeting between
parents and the county school board

in the courthouse Monday night,
July 30.

“In general...the parents that
were here apparently thought we
never gave them enough time to
prepare for the baby sitter
situation,” Greene said.

“Maybe they have kids already in
school, and their baby sitter is here
in town, and they would not have

time to rearrange things before
school starts.”

Greene said, though he had stated
in his column that the release
refusals would apply only to first
grade students this year, many
parents thought it would apply to all
grades.

He said the board’s intention was
to begin with the first grade this

Bay Springs Landowner Is PCEPA Board

Cecil Smith, the landowner who
earlier this year unsuccessfully
asked the board of directors of the
Prentiss County Electric Power
Association to reconsider charging
him a deposit of $1,000 per pole, or
an estimated $18,000, to extend
service to an area he is developing
on Bay Springs Lake, has qualified
for the upcoming PCEPA board

election.

Ronny Rowland, PCEPA
manager and board secretary,
verified to The Banner-Independent
Tuesday afternoon that Smith had
qualified for the Area Five, Post
Two position on the board.

That post, one of five to be filled in
the Aug. 31 election, is currently
held by Edwin Brown, who has

qualified for re-election.

Smith needed the endorsement of
25 members in good standing of the
PCEPA. He qualified with 30
verified signatures, according to
Rowland.

Directors whose terms expire this
year include Brown, L.C. Wright,
who represents Area One-Post
Two; Russell B. Hill, Area Two-

Post One; Brit Barron, City of
Booneville-Post Two; and James
M. Jones, City of Baldwyn-Post
One.

.Rowland said other persons had
recently picked up petitions but had
not yet returned them to him. He
would not identify them. The
deadline for qualifying by sub-
mitting a petition with 25 verified

year, and include an additional
grade each year thereafter.

He said he presently has received
four transfer requests for first
grade students. ‘‘But there were
two or three here...who had not yet
asked for transfers who said they
have children in the first grade,” he

(See Refusais, Page 5)

Candidate

signatures to Rowland is Monday,
Aug. 6.

The election will be held at the
annual members’ meeting on Aug.
31 at a location to be announced by
Rowland. A quorum of at least 1560
members must be present at that

v eeting for the election to take
]






