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Drug Abuse In Prentiss County, Part 4:

Juvenile

Escapes

While juvenile court was
being held Tuesday morning at
the Prentiss County Cour-
thouse, one of the juveniles
appearing in court escaped
from law authorities in the
courtroom and ran almost to
the Prentiss County Co-Op on
Smith Street before being
apprehended.

The youth, who is about 16
years old and from Booneville,
had previously been charged
with burglary and had spent
time in a training school.

He was arrested on theft
charges again and ordered to
return to the training school by
the youth court judge.

Shortly after being sentenced
the juvenile ran from the
courthouse. He was ap-
prehended on Smith Street by
Fifth District Constable
Tommy Smith.

Smith, who had been in the
courtroom a few minutes
earlier, had just gotten into his
car and was leaving the
courhouse when he saw the
juvenile running away.

The juvenile was then taken
to the city jail.

Murder
Trial

A Rienzi man charged with
the murder of his father will
face trial in Alcorn County
Circuit Court Wednesday, July
25.

Michael Moore, 24, will face
trial for the Dec. 31, 1983
murder of his father, Ernest
Moore of Rienzi.

The body of the elder Moore,
45, was found floating in the
Tuscumbia Canal on Jan. 3.
Moore reportedly died from a
.22 caliber gunshot wound to the
chest.

The younger Moore fled the
state but returned Jan. 14 and
turned himself in to the
sheriff’s department in Alcorn
County.

Northeast

Orientation

Northeast Mississippi Junior
College will conduct the first of
two orientation sessions for
incoming freshmen and
transfer students July 23-24.
The second two-day sessions
will be July 30 and 31.

College officials have
planned each of the sessions to
accommodate specific majors,
J. Connie Drown, director of
Counseling said.

Arrival time for each of the
orientation sessions is between
11:45 and 1:30 p.m. on the first
day. All incoming students
should report to Estes Hall for
dorm assignments and a
schedule of activities.

For additional information,
contact the counseling center at
728-7751, ext. 235.

Baldwyn

Construction

Construction should start
soon on the new Mesker-Clark
factory in Baldwyn, according
to Mayor Merle Rowan, who
said Jesco Inc, of Fulton, will
be building the new industry
once site preparation is com-
pleted.

““We are waiting now for the
grade stakes to be set,’’ he said,
adding that site preparation
will be a joint city-county
project.

The acquisition of Mesker-
Clark, a door manufacturer,
fills the remaining Jand in the
Charles M. Gordon Industrial
Park, Rowan said. He said
Baldwyn’s other new factory,
Southern Diversified In-
dustries, a manufacturer of
plastic products, has now
begun production in its new
facilities.

Most Crime In County Is Drug Related

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

“Most of the theft that is going on
in the county is drug related, in the
biggest percentage of house break-
ins and in the car thefts,” said
Sheriff W.V. Horn.

“Probably 75 to 90 percent of the
boys and girls that we catch
stealing, writing checks and getting
into trouble in other ways are on
drugs,”’ said Booneville Police
Chief John Lambert.

And, though Baldwyn Police
Chief Johnnie Conlee said he feels
he has the problem under some
control, he agrees on an important
point: “A drug addict has to have
his drugs.

‘““Regardless of how they go about
getting the money, after they get

hooked on it so far, they don"t care:

how they get it,”’ said Chief Conlee.

“A drug addict will do anything
for money,” he said. ‘“When they
get addicted on drugs, they’ll do
anything to get the money to buy
what they need. And that includes
stealing, even from their own
mother,”” Conlee said.

All agree that dilaudid is the most
used drug and that it is being im-
ported into the county.

“I've got some ideas where
they’re getting it,"" Sheriff Horn
said. “But, as small as our staff is, I
can’t follow them to where they're
brought from.

“T've got a lot of leads...this and

that...I've got my shirt pocket about
full of names of people who are
using it, or that I think are selling it.
But, we've got to catch them either
with it on them, or catch them in an
actual sale.

“And they know us,”” Sheriff Hora
said. “They’re not going to buy
from us. And the narc agents, I
believe...don’t hold me to the figure,
but I've been told that there are
only 41 for the 82 counties statewide.

“That's half an agent per county,
if it’s so. So, we don't have enough
of them to really do any good.”

Chief Canlee attributes his control

of the drug problem to the help of .

state narcotics agents. I guess the
‘narc boys do the best they can with
what little money and staff they

rave. I know they've helped us
around here and we’ve broke a lot of
it,” he said.

Chief Lambert said many abusers
go directly from his custody into a
drug program. “A lot of times,
when we bring some of them in here
and talk to them about something
they’ve done, they’ll try to get some
help for their drug problem.

“That's what I'm hearing,” he
said. “When my men bring them in,
that’s who they call, somebody to
help them with their problem.”

But Lambert admits the cries for
help are not always sincere. ‘‘They
know they can get out of jail that
way. But I understand some doctors
are working with them, trying to
help a lot of them,” he said.

Lambert also thinks narcotics
agents could be of some help if they
were available. “They’re selling it.
They're selling it around here. And
I'm going to try to get some narc
agents up here as quickly as
possible.

“There’s no question we have a
problem. And the people who don’t
think we have a problem have
undoubtedly never been in law
enforcement,’”’ Lambert said.

“I had a young girl tell me one
day, she said, ‘When I was on
dilaudid there was nothing I
wouldn't do to get another fix,”’
Sheriff Horn said.

‘“She said, ‘All you're doing is,

(See Drugs, Page 2)

Creek Dragging Nets

Two Stolen Autos

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Two stolen autos were found in a
creek south of Rienzi on the
Prentiss-Alcorn County Line Road
Thursday of last week.

The Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department and the Alcorn
County Sheriff'’s Department
dragged the creek because they
had information that a late model
vehicle was recently put in the
creek, according to Prentiss
County Sheriff W.V. Horn.

Sheriff Horn has also had

reports that three-wheelers may '

have been dumped in the creek.
One of the cars pulled from the
i1 creek was a 1977 Vega station
wagon which was stolen from
John Pendergraph of Vina, Ala.
in March 1983. The car's motor
and transmission had been
stripped.

The other car found was a 1977
Buick Regal which was missing
the motor, transmission and front
cap. That car’s owner had not
been identified as of Tuesday.

It is estimated that the,creek is

around 21 feet deep, Horn said.
This particular site has been a
well known dumping area for
stolen cars which have been
stripped, Horn said. Stolem cars
have been pulled from this creek
for several years, he said.

It has been several years since

the creek has been dragged for
stolen cars. Former Sheriff John
McCauley attempted to drag the
creek last year but was un-
successful in snagging a car. No
divers were used at that time.

{See Dragging, Page 5)

FISHING FOR CARS — J.E. McClellan and Steve Garrett (in bottom
photo) attempt to snag stolem cars that have been dumped in the creek on
County Line Road near Rienzi, In the photo at right, Charles Garrett and
McClellan are shown with ome of the stripped cars that was found,

Sunflower Group Meets With City Board

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Efforts to acquire sidewalks for
the Sunflower Community con-
tinued at the July meeting of the
Booneville Board of Aldermen,
Tuesday, July 3.

Attending the meeting to voice
their support for the project were
Bro. Prentiss Harris, pastor of the
Spring Hill Baptist Church, Billy
Williams, Bonny Williams, Kendra
Williams, John McDonald, Artisha
McDonald, Jesse Humphrey,
Robert Swinney and Mac Hans.

Harris and Lewis Ragins had
originally approached the board
regarding the need for sidewalks at
its June meeting.

Mayor Charles Crabb had an-
nounced that a resolution had
already been prepared authorizing
him to request Commnunity
Development Block Grant fumds for
such a project. .

The project would cost between
$140,000 and $150,000 with the city
providing 25 percent and the CDBG
providing the remaining 75 percent.

Sidewalks would be constructed
in the area bounded by Lake, Smith,

Triplett and Church Streets in
Sunflower, plus Mimosa Drive and
the subdivision behind the Park
Lane factory.

Crabb announced that a public
hearing on the request would be
held at the July 3 meeting and
suggested that Harris attend that
meeting. ]

Harris said the group attending
the July 3 meeting presented the
board with nine letters requesting
the construction of sidewalks in the
community and describing the
dangers created by their absence.

“Of course, it was a public

- hearing. And, basically, what we

did was make another presentation
stressing the need for sidewalks in
the area,” Harris said.

He said there have been six
pedestrian-auto accidents in the
area in 19 years, with four of the
accidents occurring on Sunflower
St.

In July 1965, Charlie C. Winston
was struck by a car and killed. And
in March 1971, Lisa Williams was
struck on Smith St., Harris said.

Then began a series of accidents
on Sunflower St. In November 1976,
Robert Hargett suffered a broken

leg when struck by a car. In Sep-
tember 1978, Lawrence Pierce was
hit by a car on the corner of Sun-
flower and Lake Streets. Carlos
Hastings was struck in January
1981. And Eddie Jumper Jr. was hit
while walking on Sunflower St. in
October 1983. ;

“One of the people who was there
was Artisha McDonald. She lives
out in the county. But one of the
reasons she was there is that she
was one of the drivers who hit a
person in the Sunflower area,”

(See Sunflower, Page 5)

Mrs. Inman

County.

Ruby Inman

I don’t think you can teach anyone

without loving them.’

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

It has been said that Mrs. Ruby Inman has influenced the
lives of many people.
As a school teacher and Sunday School teacher she has
had the opportunity to make many friends in Prentiss

When someone mentions to Mrs. Inman about the lives she
has influenced, she quickly says, “Those people all in-
fluenced me, too!”

Mrs. Inman, 84, began teaching Sunday School classes
when she was a teenager aftending Osborn Creek Baptist
Church. “And I haven’t quit,” she smiles, adding that
perhaps she was too young when she began teaching.

Those who know Mrs. Inman and her knowledge of the

when she might have considered herself too young to teach,
Today Mrs. Inman teaches an adult women’s Sunday

School class at Thrasher Baptist Church. She and her
husband, Troy, a deacon at the church, have lived in

Thrasher 46 years and attended church there for the same

amount of time.

She credits much of her Biblical knowledge to the fact that

Union University.

when she was in the ninth grade she took a Bible class at

The class was only open to college students and preachers.

Bible might find it hard to ever believe there was a time
m

But Mrs. Inman’s pastor, Dr. G.M. Savage, a native of
Hinkle Creek, was the president of the University. He knew
how badly she wanted to take the class so he talked to the
Dean and she was able to take the class.

(See Mrs, Inman, Page A4)
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What’s Going On?

Homecoming At Oak Grove Bible Church ;

The Oak Grove Bible Church will have homecoming serv.es Sinday,
July 22, from 10 8.m. until noon. Lunch will be served. Reviva) services
will be July 22-27, at 7 nightly. Bro. Jack Arnes will be theevangeﬁgt,

Gospel Meeting At Marietta Church Of Christ 3
Marietta Church of Christ will have a gospel meeting July 15-20. v w.
Heflin of Paris, Tenn., will preach.

Mt. Pleasant Church To Have Homecoming

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church will have homecoming services Sunday,
July 15. Sunday School will begin at 10 a.m. followed by preaching at 11
a.m. Lunch will be served at noon followed by singing in the afternosn
with the Kennedy Family of Marietta and others.

Organizational Meeting For Jumpertown Boosters July 12

An organizational meeting of the Jumpertown School and community
boosters will be held Thursday, July 12, at 7 p.m. in the Jumpertown
School cafeteria. Those interested in joining and helping with projects
for Jumpertown School are asked to attend.

VFW And Ladies Auxiliary To Meet Tomorrow
The VFW and Ladies Auxiliary members will have their regular
meeting Friday, July 13, at 7 p.m.,

Gospel Singing At Prospect Baptist Church

Mt. Pisgah Freewill Church Homecoming

Mt. Pisgah Freewill Baptist Church will have its annual homecoming
Sunday, July 15, beginning at 10:30 a.m. The Redeemers Quartet from
Memphis will be guest singers. Joe Gann will be in charge of singing.

Grape Field Day Will Be Tuesday

MCES, MAFES, and the Mississippi Grape Growers Association will
host a grape field day and educational program Tuesday, July 17, at
1:30 p.m. at the W.S. Hensley Agricultural Building (behind the cour-
thouse) at Hazelhurst. The group will also tour the muscadine plantings.

Holley Reunion Will Be Sunday

The annual Holley reunion will be Sunday, July 15, beginning at 11
a.m. at the American Legion Building on Bethany Road in Baldwyn.
Those attending are asked to bring a basket lunch.

Country Blue Grass Show At Dry Creek

A country, blue grass show will be presented at Dry Creek Com-
munity Center Saturday night, July 14. Those attending are asked to
bring lawn chairs.

Revival At Meadow Creek Methodist Church

Revival services will be held at Meadow Creek United Methodist
Church July 18-21, at 7 nightly. Bro. Jimmy Glover will be the speaker.
The Rev. Tim Green and the congregation invite everyone.

Thrasher Methodist MYF To Have Bake Sale

The Thrasher Methodist MYF will have a bake sale Saturday, July 14,
at Wal-Mart. They will also have a yard sale Saturday, July 14, at Troy
Moore’s Store on Highway 45 North.

Film To Be Shown At Little Brown Creek Church
The film, “God’s Prison Gang,”’ will be shown at Little Brown Creek
Free Will Baptist Church in New Site Sunday, July 15, at 6 p.m. The Rev.

A gospel singing will be held at Prospect Baptist Church Sunday, July
15, at 1:30 p.m. featuring the Gallations Quartet.

Revival Services Planned At Wheeler Baptist Church

Wheeler Baptist church will have revival services July 15-20, at 7
nightly. Regular services will be held Sunday. Evangelist will be the
Rev. Wayne Marshall. Music director will be Jerry Crawford.

Drugs

Gene Gilbert, pastor, invites everyone.

Hamburger Supper To Be Held Saturday

The youth of Little Brown Creek Free Will Baptist Church will sponsor
a hamburger supper Saturday, July 14, beginning at 6:30 p.m. Carry-out
plates will be available. Proceeds will be used for a P.A. system for the

church.

(Continued from Page 1)

when you get a fix, you're figuring
out how you're going to get your
next one.’

“They’ll do anything to stay on
it,” Horn said. “I could tell you
some things you couldn’t print...-
things that, to my knowlege, aren’t
going on in this county...yet. But
they do go on a lot of other places.

“Some of the people induce the
young ladies to..you know...with
pills,” he said.

Though none of the officers has
any current statistics available,
none is optomistic about the per-
centages.

“We have to work with all the
kids,”” said Chief Lambert. “We
have a college here. And anytime
you have a college, that's going to
make your drug problem a little
bigger...At least, that’s what I
understand from things I've been
told and things I’'ve read.

“So, I would guess probably at
least 25 to 30 percent of our young
people under 25 are using drugs of

some kind, or alcchol,” Lambert

said.

“Now, that's just a guess,” he
said. *‘Our very best kids, 1 don't
know their names. But, the kids who
are subject to get into stuff like that,

just about every one of them that we
get over and over is taking drugs or
smoking ‘grass’ or something like
that.

“I think we’'ve had them in here
as young as 14 on drugs,” Lambert
said. “‘And we’ve had themn up to 25.
And I understand there are a few
around older than that who are on
drugs.

“Fourteen is the age when boys
and girls want to get out and run
around. But, most of the time,
Mother keeps the girls a lot closer to
her than she does the boys. It’s hard
to keep a boy rounded up.

‘“‘Grass’ is the biggest thing with
the younger people. But there are
some who are using the hard stuff
already,” said Chief Lambert.
“And I'd say, from 20 to 25, you
hardly ever catch them with ‘grass’
on them. It’s either some kind of
pills, or tablets.” >

“From 12 years old, on up, some
of them are smoking marijuana.
And, from then, on to 30 years old,
they’re on the hard stuff,” said
Chief Conlee.

“If you got into law enforcement
you'd be surprised at the teenaged
girls who are doing this stuff. And
it’s not only single ones. It's the

married ones, too.

‘‘And I know of some who’ve been
caught stealing hub caps, stereos
and things like that,” Conlee said.

“They get them started off on
marijuana. Then, if they ever get to
the strong drugs it’s hard to get
them off it. And they’ll do anything
in the world to get that money,” he
said.

“There’s no way to come up with
an exact figure,” said Sheriff Horn.
“‘But it’s fairly extensive,

“Right now, dilaudids are the
going thing. You've got some
that're on ‘pot’...you know, mild
dope. But there are a lot of them on
dilaudid. And I've got no way of
giving a figure.

“They get the young people
started on a little ‘pot’ ...smoking
just a little,”” Horn said. ““Then one
ar two little lighter pills, then they
pop them a little dilaudid. And, if
they can get them on that, once
they’ve shot it up, they're gone,

“There’s a lot more than we'd like
to admit on it. And they're
16...18...on up,”’ he said. ‘“‘And it’s
dangerous. It's a synthetic mor-
phine. And it just messes a person
up...period. And there’s not many
that get on it who are lucky enough
to get off of it.”’

“We're catching them pretty
regularly,” said Chief Lambert.
“We're not catching them like we
were when we first took office. And
I believe...I can’t help but believe
that the department and I have
really cut down on drugs.

“But we had a boy in here six or
eight months ago, just after we quit
catching so much. I knew he was a
thief and I'd heard he was on
drugs,” Lambert said.

“And 1 asked him if I'd helped
slow down drug traffic since I'd
been chief...was there still as much
as there was in July of '817

“He said, ‘It’s just as much.” And
I said, ‘Well, I'm not catching
them.’ He said, ‘They’re just hiding
it better °,”’ said Chief Lambert.

“But, all kinds of stealing, when
we run it through we find the people
are on drugs. We haven't caught
anybody who is actually bringing in
drugs for the purpose of getting
addicts to steal for them. But it's
very possible someone might be
doing that.

“If anybody will go out and steal,
they’re subject to anything. And 90
percent of the ones we pick up
around here for stealing are on
drugs,” said Chief Lambert.

Thursday, July 12, 1984

Sheriff’s Report

The Prentiss County Sheriff's
Departiment reports a total of seven
arrests during the period of July 3-
10. Charges placed by the sheriff’s
department during that period
include:

Family disturbance, 3; disturbing
the peace, 1; possession of beer, 1,

contempt of court, 2; em-
bezzlement, 1; violation of
probation, 1.

A 1979 Ford pickup belonging to
Carroll Windham of Jumpertown
was reported stolen from his
residence July 10,

Joe Garner of Wheeler reported
the theft of basagram and blazer
chemical, valued at $500, July 9.
The theft occurred on the Baldwyn-
Wheeler Road.

Jack Greenhill of Route 1,
Baldwyn, reported the theft of three
cases of basagram and one case
blazer chemical from a truck July
3.

Harold Stephens of Route 4,
Booneville, reported the theft of an
air compressor, valued at $600, on
July 8. ;

Police Report

The Booneville Police Depart-
ment reports a total of 16 arrests
during the period of July 3-10.
Charges placed by the police
department during that period
include:

Public drunkenness, q;
possession of alcoholic beverages,
6, resisting arrest, 1; public
profanity, 1; petti larceny, 1;
failure to yield right of way, 5;
‘./.Possession of paraphernalia, 2;
aﬁgraviar.‘ed assault, 1; breaking
and ent'eﬁng’:t_){ an auto, 1; ac-
cessory to breaking #hd entering of
an auto, 1; trespassing, 1; X

Simple assault, 1; suspended
driver’s license, 1; DUI, 3; no
driver’s license, 3; expired tag, 1;

" improper passing, 1; no tag, 1;

running stop sign, 1; contempt of
court, 1.

Kenneth Ford of South Lake
Street reported the theft of a billfold
July 3.

Donald Hurt of Booneville
reported that a tape box containing
30 tapes was stolen from his 1979
Buick Regal while it was parked at
the West Side Park. A window was

broken out of the car.

Two men were arrested for
reportedly stealing two speakers
from Tracie Taylor’s car while it
was parked in front of Stone's
Jewelry July 5. Carl V. Kimbley of
Chicago was charged with breaking
and entering an auto and Mike
McDaniels of Burnsville was
charged with accessory to breaking
and entering an auto. They are both
out of jail on $5,000 bond each,
according to the police department.

A shop belonging to Bobby
Lambert on East Church Street was
broken into July 5 An un-
determined amount of change was
reported stolen.

Carolyn J. Smith of Route 4,
Booneville, reported that her
billfold was stolen at Mr. Quik on
Highway 45 July 10.

. Diane Hatfield of Booneville
reported the theft 1980 Datsun
July 9. The “Prentiss County
Sheriff's Department recovered the
car the following day in driving
condition, The radio had been stolen
from the car.

PHONE —

STATE FARM

Like a good
neighbor,
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State Farm is there.
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Obituaries

MRS. BESSIE BOLT HUDDLESTON

Mrs. Bessie Bolt Huddleston, 66, of Booneville, died Saturday, July 7, at
the Baptist Memorial Hospital in Booneville after an extended illness.

Services were Sunday, July 8, at 4 p.m. at McMillan Funeral Home chapel
with Bro. Tim Green and Bro. Harmon Clark officiating. Burial was in
Smith Chapel Cemetery.

Mrs. Huddleston was the widow of Homer Huddleston. She was a
housewife and a member of the Primitive Baptist Church.

She is survived by two sons, Ellis Earl Huddleston of Booneville and Billy
Carroll Huddleston of Anneheim, Calif.; a daughter, Mrs. Betty Ruth
Johnson of Wheeler; a brother, Grady Bolt of Montgomery, Ala.; six sisters,
Mrs. W.C. Edgeworth of Memphis, Mrs. Alice Floyd of Vernoa, Mrs. Charles
Dobbins of Montgomery, Ala., Miss Annie Lee Bolt, Mrs. Sarah Lowery and
Mrs. Vance Potts, all of Booneville; and eight grandchildren.

McMillan Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.

BENJAMIN M. PHILLIPS

Benjamin M. Phillips of 6256 Crickett Lane, Columbus, Ga., died at his
home Thursday, July 5, after an extended illness. :

Services were Friday, July 6, at 2 p.m. at Morningside Presbyterian
Church in Columbus, Ga. Memorial services were held Sunday, July 8, at
3:30 p.m. at Booneville Cemetery.

Mr. Phillips was a retired merchandise manager at Sears and Roebuck
Company. He was an Elder at Morningside Presbyterian Church in
Columbus, Ga., and a Mason.

He is survived by his wife, Sue Garner Phillips; two sons, Michel Phillips
of Macon, Ga., and Garner Phillips of Columbus, Ga.; and two sisters, Mrs.
Pauline Lindy and Mrs. Rose Mendlinger, both of New Orleans, La.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be sent to the Cancer Fund or Mor-
ningside Presbyterian Building Fund.

ROSCOE PHILLIP RICKS

Roscoe Phillip Ricks, 93, died Wednesday, July 4, at the Oakview Nursing
Home in Baldwyn following an extended illness.

Services were Thursday, July 5, at 1 p.m. at McMillan Funeral Home
chapel with the Rev. W.T. Dexter officiating. Burial was in Booneville
Cemetery.

Mr. Ricks was a retired farmer and a Baptist.

He is survived by two sons, John Ray Ricks of Cleveland, Miss., and Troy
Arlis Ricks of Raymond, Miss. ; a daughter, Lillian Hardy of Booneville; six
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild.

McMillan Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.

CRESTON G. LITTLE

Creston G. Little, 57, died Sunday, July 8, in the Orange County Hospital in
Orlando, Fla.

Services were Wednesday, July 11, at 3 p.m. at the Liberty Hill Church
with Bro. Travis Smith officiating. Burial was in the church cemetery.

Mr. Little was a Baptist and a veteran of World War I1.

He is survived by two daughters, Mrs. Linda Smith of Memphis and Mrs.
Martha McAfee of Adamsville, Tenn.; two sons, James Little of Corinth and
Tony Little of Newburgh, N.Y.; one sister, Mrs. Inez Hill of Booneville; and
five grandchildren.

Salts Funeral Home wasin charge of arrangements.
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BIBLE QUESTION BOX

QUESTION: Mr. Hogland,
would you comment some on
John 8:31, 327

ANSWER: The text says, "'If ye
continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed; ye shall
know the truth, and the truth
shall make youfree.”” About the
only comment I can make on
this text is that the first -
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part tells us we must CONTINUE in the word and that the Truth will
indeed make one free, The preaching of the truth, or word is the means
or power by which God has chosen to save the world. In (1 Cor. 1:18)
Paul says, “The preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” He also
tells us that the gospel is God's power to save (Rom. 1:16). There are at
least three reasons why one should study the truth. First, the scriptures
reveal the mystery of God. That is the plan which was hidden from man
for hundreds of years but was made known by the coming of Christ and
the apostles. Second, the scriptures completely furnish us withall things
which pertain to life and godliness (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). Third, it will be the
word of God which will judge us in the last day. Every creature will
stand before God to be sentenced according to the life he has lived (Jno.
12:48; 2 Cor. 5:11; Heb. 5:8, 9and Rom 6:23) . The truth will indeed make
you free from sin but notice you must also continue in his word.
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