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Track

Baldwyn Mayor Merle
Rowan annouced last week
plans for a jogging track in the

" new section of Latimer Park in
Baldwyn.

“We have not done anything
on it yet, except for some
buildozing. We plan do stake
out the track today and start on
it as soon as possible,'* Mayor
Rowan said.

The length of the track has
not been determine yet, but it
will be open to anyone who
wishes to use it.

Seeking

Grant

The City of Booneville is
considering applying to the
Governor’s Office of Federal
State programs, Department of
Planning and Policy, for a
Small’ Cities Community
Development Block Grant.

The activities for which these
funds may be used are in the
areas of housing, public
facilities and services, and
economic development.

More specific details
regarding eligible activities,
program requirements, and the
rating system will be provided
at a public hearing at the
Booneville City Hall on
Tuesday, July 3, at 7 p.m.

Training
| Program

The Training Resource
| Project (TRP) which is funded
through the Governor’s Office
of Job Development and
4 Training will be in Booneville
{ on Friday, June 22, to take
applications for job openings in
the Northeast Mississippi area.

Applications can be com-
pleted from noon until 5 p.m. at
§ the East Side Community
Center on Lake Street.

For more information,
contact TRP at 130 S, Fillmore
St., Corinth, MS or phone 287-
8033.

| Death Is

Homicide

The death of a Baldwyn man
who died from third-degree
burns June 13 has been ruled as
a homicide.,

John-Man Nevels of Baldwyn
received third-degree burns on
his arms and chest on May 19.
He was beaten unconscious by
two Baldwyn residents who lit
Nevels' shirt with a cigarette
lighter, officials said.

He died as a result of the
burns he received, according to
the jury panel at the Lee
County Coroner’s inquest.

His body was found at a
Guntown residence where he
had been involved in a fight
with another man and woman,
officials said.

FmHA Loan

Received

The Holcut-Cairo Water
Association has received a
$106,400 loan from the Farmers
Home Administration.

Closing ceremonies were
held June 12 at the FmHA
District Office in Booneville
with association president
James McDougal, secretary-
treasurer Bob Belue, Attorney
William L. Smith and FmHA
representative Marty Massey
participating.

The money will be used to
complete a new water treat-
ment plant now under con-
struction, which will enable the
association to provide better
service to its 642 customers,
according to McDougal.

Drug Abuse In Prentiss County, Part 1:

Dilaudid Abuse Is A Major Problem

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

(This is the first installment in a
series of articles concerning the
drug abuse problem in Prentiss
County. The people described in

these articles are composites of a

number of actual present and
former drug abusers and their
families, and the incidents
described are true. In many cases
names and locations have been
disguised to protect the privacy of
those involved. )

There is a drug and alcohol abuse
problem in Prentiss County. A
conversation with any law en-
forcement officer, educator or
doctor will verify that conclusion.

Old Fashioned Way

Alvie (Skin) Deaton of Thrasher always plows his
garden with his 1,500 Ib. mare Pat. In fact, he has never
used a tractor or garden tiller to work his garden.
Deaton is no stranger to a plow stock -- he started

County School Nurse Renata
Eaton has said that the biggest
obstacle she has confronted in in-
stituting a drug abuse education
program in the county schools is a
refusal of parents to believe a
problem exists.

Other counselors and authorities
agree. But a refusal to accept the
existence of a drug problem in
Prentiss County does not eliminate
the problem any more than the
United States Government's refusal
to diplomatically recognize Cuba
makes that island nation cease to
exist.

According to Prentiss County
Chancery Clerk Philip Cole, of 20
committments to Whitfield State
Hospital since Jan. 1, 18 have been

plowing when he was seven-years-old. But his hard work

By Defendant’s Parents

drug related. And all of three
committments still pending are
drug related.

“Only a small percentage of drug
abuse cases are being handled
through the courts,” Cole said. “If
we have handled between 20 and 25
so far this year, the number of cases
being admitted to private hospitals
and treated by private doctors is
probably close to 200.”

And, Cole said, 90 percent of such
cases currently involve the drug
dilaudid.

According to Booneville
physician Dr. Dwight Johnson,
dilaudid is being used mostly by the
“young adult” age group, those in
their late teens and 20s.

He said he has treated 25 cases

pays off. He always has one of the earliest gardens in the
county. He has already been enjoying tomatoes, squash,
lettuce, onions, cucumbers, cabbage, beans, pepper and
potatoes from this year’s garden.

(Photo By Angela Smith)

since the first of the year. “I
assume this is because word
spreads quickly in the drug com-
munity,” Dr. Johnson said. ‘Just as
addicts quickly learn what doctors
are soft touches for prescriptions,
word also gets around as to who will
help them kick their habit.”

Dr. Johnson said he considers
dilaudid to be as dangerous a drug
as heroin. “From the time you take
your first hit of dilaudid, if you do
not eventually receive help, you
have a life expectancy of ap-
proximately seven years,” he said.

“Dilaudid is a narcotic available
in both tablet and injectable form,”
Dr. Johnson said. “But the form
currently being abused in the area
is the pill.”

He said dilaudid is a small, yellow
pill, similar in appearance to a birth
control pill, usually stamped with
either a “K" or a “4"”.

“They are known on the street as
K-4's or D’s. With a prescription
from a doctor they can be pur-
chased from a drug store for about
50 cents each. But they sell illegally
on the street for $50 to $60 each,” he
said.

According to Dr. Johnson, users
of dilaudid are ‘“mainlining’’ the
substance in much the same
manner as heroin. ‘They crush the
tablets and mix them with water,
then inject them directly into & vein
using an insulin syringe which can

(See Drugs, Page 5)

Two-Year-Old Boy
Struck By Auto

A 23-month-old boy was struck by
an automobile in front of Goddard’s
Jewelry Tuesday and is listed in
satisfactory condition in the North
Mississippi Medical Center in
Tupelo.

The accident occured around 4:50
p.m. when Danny Groves, the son of
Danny and Shelia Groves of Route
1, Booneville, got out of his mother’s
car and darted in front of a car
driven by Debra Mullens, 19, of
Route 4, Booneville, according to
Booneville Police Officer Larry
Duncan, who investigaged the
accident,

‘‘Mrs. Groves said while she was
getting out of her car, which was
parked across from Goddard’s

Jewelry at Kermit Jones’ office,
that the child got out of the car on
the passenger’s side and apparently
ran in front of Ms. Mullens' car.”

Ms. Mullens was driving a 1978
Ford Mustang.

Since the child was so small and
the incident happened so quickly,

. there was no way the driver of the

vehicle could see the child, Officer
Duncan said.

Groves, who will be two years old
June 30, has a broken right arm and
cuts and bruises.

Duncan said no ticket will be
issued in the accident.

Officer Sam McGee assisted in
the investigattion of the accident.

Guntown Man

Drowns In Tippah

A Guntown man drowned Sunday
night in the Dumas Lake in Tippah
County.

The body of Hardy Wilson
(Junior) Stark Jr., 41, of Route 2,
Guntown, was recovered by the
Alcorn County Civil Defense Unit
around 10:45 p.m. June 17.

His body was found near the
diving board approximately 30 feet
from the bank in water 18 feet deep,
according to Chief Deputy Paul
Gowdy of the Tippah County
Sheriff’s Department.

Stark was with four of his friends
when the swimming accident oc-
curred around 6:15 p.m., Gowdy
said.

Gowdy said Stark’s friends saw
him disappear in the water but were
unable to save him.

“We would like to thank the
Alcorn County Civil Defense Unit
and the Prentiss County Rescue

Squad for their help,” Gowdy said
Monday, Tippah County does not
have a rescue squad, he said.

Services for Stark were held
Tuesday, June 19, at 3 p.m. at
McMillan Funeral Home chapel
with Bro. Milton Koon officiating.
Burial was in Pisgah Cemetery.

Stark was employed at the
Johnson and Baker Factory in
Saltillo.

He is survived by two sons, Hardy
William Stark and Brent Franklin
Stark, both of Neoga, Ill.; two
daughters, Judy Ridge of
Booneville and Miss Josie Lorraine
Stark of Neoga, Ill.; three brothers,
Elmer Stark of Poplar Bluff, Ark.,
Marion Stark of St. Louis, Mo., and
Harace Stark of McCroy, Ark.; and
four sisters, Dessie Varner of
Michigan, Evelyn Plaxico of
Dumas, Mary Gray of Booneville
and Lois Wright of Columbia, Miss.

Tennessee Deputy Assaulted At Court

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

A former Prentiss County
resident, now working as a deputy
for the Wayne County, Tenn.,
Sheriff’s Department, was attacked
and mauled outside the city cour-
troom Monday afternoon.

John William Tullis said he had
testified against William “Billy”
Lawson in city court and was
leaving the courtroom when
Lawson’s father, Henry Lawson,
approached him.

The elder Lawson is reported to
have said, ““I'll meet you down the
road.”

Tullis replied, “Don’t
threaten me,” then said,
know where I'll be.”

According to Booneville Police
Officers Randy Tolar and James
Pennington, Lawson then attacked
Tullis, grabbing him by the neck
and wrestling him to the floor.

“T was the dispatcher and I had
just turned around,” Tolar said. ‘1
was watching Tullis come out of the
hallway and I was looking right at

you
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him when he walked by Henry
Lawson.

“I didn't hear what Henry said,
but I could read John Tullis’ lips. He
said, ‘You know where I'll be,’ then
the fight was on,” Tolar said.

‘“Henry grabbed him by the neck,
they hit the ground and they started
fighting,” he said.

Tolar said the hall was ‘‘packed
with people,”” and he ran to stop the
fight. “‘We tried to separate them.
Henry’s wife (Linda Lawson) was
scuffling, and trying to hit John and
kicking at him. I got her back and

the rest of them grabbed John and
Henry and separated them,” he
said.

Pennington said he was with
Tullis when he left the courtroom.
“The Lawsons were lined up on the
side of the hallway and as we
passed Mr. Lawson he made the
remark that he would see Tullis
later...you know, down the road.
When he did, Tullis stopped and
they exchanged a few words. Then
Mr. Lawson shoved him and they
just got to scuffling,”’ Pennington
said.

“They were mostly just shoving
and pushing. Both of them got kind
of scratched up. And the boy
(“Billy” Lawson) bit Tullis’ thumb.
I think that was about the worst
injury,” he said.

Tullis said after the fight was
broken up.and Chief John Lambert
had taken the Lawsons into custody,
he returned to the courtroom and
informed City Judge George Via
that he wanted to ‘“swear out a
warrant’’ against them.

(See Deputy, Page 20)

National Guard To TrainIn M1 Tank

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Both the Booneville and Baldwyn
National Guard units will soon
begin training on the new Abrams
M1 tank, according to Sergeant

" First Class Gary Chittom, training

NCO at the Booneville armory.
Chittom said the new tank is “‘an

amazing machine. It’s just about

self-sufficient,”” he said.

Data in the released
specifications claims the M1 tank
has a governed top speed of 45 mph
and can accelerate from 0 to 20 mph
in seven seconds.

The M1, which was designed to
replace the M60, in use since 1960,
has a lower silhouette and improved
armor protection, It is com-
partmentalized so that, should it
take a hit in the ammunition or fuel
compartments, blow off panels

would send the force of the ex-
plosion outward and none of the four
crew members would be injured.
The M1 has a 105mm cannon and
a 7.62mm machine gun. The cannon
is aimed by a digital ballistic
computer. It is also equipped with a
miniaturized laser rangefinder and
thermal imaging for night use.
The cannon is so accurate that all
20 reporters viewing the new tank
last Thursday at Aberdeen Proving

Grounds, Maryland, were able to
hit the target 2000 meters away
after only basic instructions
Eight units of the Mississippi
National  Guard, including
Booneville and Baldwyn, will soon
be receiving the new M1 tanks as
part of the upgrading made
necessary when they became the
“roundout unit” for the 1st Cavalry
Division at Ft. Hood, Texas.
According to Mississippi National

Guard Lt. Col. Kermit Rushing, Jr.,
the men from the eight units, which
also include Iuka, Nettleton,
Cleveland, Indianola, Rolling Fork
and Moorehead, will be trained to
operate -and maintain the new
tanks.

Mississippi is the second National
Guard state to receive the M1s, Col.
Rushing said. He said North

(See Tank, Page 20)






