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| Robbery

Committed

A Rienzi man who allegedly

g robbed a grocery store in
8 Biggersville Friday aiterncon
B of last week turned himself in to

Alcorn law authorities about
four hours later.
Carl Eddie Odom, 25, of

B Route 3, Rienzi, reportedly held
| up Benjamin's Grocery March
£ 2, around 1:30 p.m. using a
§ single

barrel sawed-off
shotgun, according to Alcorn

f County Sheriff Bill Gant.

Sheriff Gant said Odom

: reportedly stole between $2,000-

$3,000. Odom hid about $1,200 in

£ an old barn on the Odom
¥ property, south of Rienzi, Gant

said. The remaining money
was still missing Monday.
Odom also threw the gun he

} allegedly used in the robbery in

a creek about half a mile from
his residence. The gun had not
been recovered as of Monday

. morning, Gant said.

After the grocery store

3 robbery, Odom reportedly stole

a 1978 Fairmont Ford from a

8 woman while she was using a

telephone at the grocery, Gant

§ said. The car was later found

near Hightown.
Gant said Odom had been in

{ prison in California on an ar-

med robbery charge but had
been living in the Rienzi area

since Sept. 12, 1983, since he

had *‘breken parole.”

Qdom is charged with armed
robbery and armed theft of a
motor vehicie. No bond had

B been set as of Monday.

Victim
Improving

Phillip R. Loveless, 15, of

g Routel, Booneville, who was in

Tuesday Night Meetmg

City Board Votes To Lay Off 9 Workers

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

During an executive session
following their regular open
monthly meeting, Tuesday, March
7, the Booneville Board of Mayor
and Aldermen discussed the layoffs
of nine city employees as an
austerity measure.

According to Viee-Mayor and
Police Commissioner Charles
Steen, three police officers, three
firemen and three street depart-

Ready To Play

ment employees wxll be lald off.
Steen said Randy Tolar, Perry

Jackson and Joeé Shackelford have
:been laid off from the police

department. He -said. they had
-alre4dy ‘been notified.

‘But, Steen said, “no names”’ were
chosen from the other departments.
“But there will be layoffs,” he said,
adding that the decisions. as to who
would be laid off in: the fire and
street departments would be made
by -Norman Young and Wade
Lambert,

In regard to the fire department,
Steen said, ‘There is some
dickering with the county for them
to help on one of them (the county
fire trucks). But, if they don’t, there
wili be three from the fire depart-
ment.”

Street and Samtatmn Superin-
tendent Wade Lambert said he had
not yet made any decision as to who
would be laid off from his depart-
ment. ;

“I've got to do some revamping.

And there won't be any layoffs until

we make a decision on garbage
collection,”’ he said. In its proposal
to the city, Refuse Systems Inc. has
promised to absorb city sanitation
employees if the city contracts with
them for garbage collection.

“It will be another week or so
before I get everything squared
away and decide because I’m going
to have to go by seniority,”” Lam-
bert said. :

Alderman Young could not be
reached for comment. Fire Chief
Frank Fleming said he “has an

idea” who will be laid off from his
department, but he will not give out
names “‘until a later date.

During the board’s open session,
prior to voting to go into executive
session to discuss the layoffs, the
board gave Lambert permission to -
sell the city street department’s hot
mix spreader and road grader and
investigate the possibility of pur-
chasing a used 60 horsepower
tractor and a finishing spreader

Baldwyn
Waits For
ARC Grant

Though Baldwyn Mayor ‘Merle
Rowan received word last week
that a Community Development

Block Grant for improvements to

the city's industrial park had been
approved, matching funds from the
Appalachian Regional Commission
are still awaiting approval and the
city has already advertised for bids
on the work. A

Rowan told The Banner-
Independent Wednesday that
Baldwyn had received a $230,000
CDB grant. “The money will be
used for a rail spur, a water pump
and a water tank for the (Charles
M.} Gordon Industrial Park,” he

- said.

At the time, he said he was
awaiting . notification from Sen.
Thad Cochran's office on approval

" of the ARC matching funds.

According to Ken Hurt, director
of the Mississippi division of the
ARC, the matching funds were

_discussed at a meeting of the

commissiog held last week. Hurt
said he expected approval ‘“within a
matter of days.”

But Rowan said Monday, March
5, that he had not yet received word
-of approval. “We haven’t heard a

not play each other in the state tournament, but Wheeler had defeated
Alcorn Central earlier in the season. Displaying true sportsmanship, the
Alcorn Central team joined the lineup to cheer the Eagles on in their bid for
state tournament honors. For details, see today’s sports section, beginning
on Page 18. (Phnto by Greg Shook)

Mike Chandler (13) leads the Wheeler Eagles ‘onto the court Thursday
night as they prepare to play Bentonia in the semi-finals of the state
basketball tournament in Jackson. Fans, cheerleaders and former op-
ponents, the Alcorn Central Bears, lined up to welcome the Eagles onto the
court. Wheeler, a Class B school, and Alcorn Central, a Class A school did

¥ an automobile accident Friday
# night, Feb 24, is listed in
§ satisfactory condition at the
# North Mississippi Medical

Center in Tupelo, hospital
enter in Tupelo, a P (See Baldwyn, Page 2)

§ spokesman said Tuesday.

The accident occurred on

§ Hwy. 45 near Cartwright Ford

when Loveless’ 1980 Ford

8 Granada went off the shoulder
3 of Hwy. 45, came back onto the

highway, and hit a bridge dead
center.
Loveless was alone in the car.

¥ The accident occurred around
§ 11pm.

He suffered a ruptured

d spleen, a lacerated liver,
| lacerations of the right thigh, a
§ fractured thumb,
4 right ankle, and a broken left

a broken

arm,
Spring

Holida VS

Spring holidays will begin

i next week for area students.

Students aftending Prentiss

& County Schools, the Booneville
8 Separate Schools,
| theast Junior College will all be
& out of school for spring holidays
§ March 12-16.

and Nor-

School will resume Monday,

g March 19,

Loeal Judge

! Nominated

President Ronald Heagan

! has nominated Circuit Judge

Neal Biggers of Corinth for a

| federal judge post in the nor-

thern district of Mississippi.
Sen. Thad Cochran (R-Miss.)
recommended Biggers'’
nomination to the President. A
standard FBI investigation has
been conducted into Biggers’

§ background. His appointment

is pending approval of the U.S.

| Senate.

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Primary elections and caucuses
are dominating the news now, as
the candidates for the Democratic
presidential nomination battle for
the honor of leading their party in
November’s elections.

Mississippi uses the caucus
method in choosing the delegates
who will attend the national party

conventlon a method that t.ruly
begins at the local level with the

‘precinct caucuses.

This year’s Mississippi
Democratic, Party precinet
caucuses .are scheduled for
Saturday, March 17. But many

- politically aware people including

former legislator Elmer McCoy and
present Prentiss -County
Democratic Executive Committee
Secretary  Marjorie’ Franks are

concerned that, as in the past, the

. caucuses will draw little interest in
~ the area.
* {McCoy ‘admits that he, himself,

never attended a precinct caucus
until four years ago. And he was

shocked to find only a handful of
". people participating.

weren't more than eight or 10,”” he
said.

Mrs. Franks echoes McCoy s
concern. “‘I just feel people are not

Local School Problems

Receive Statewuie Attentlon

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

The schools of the Booneville
Municipal Separate School District
have become embroiled in a
statewide debate over school
funding.

Last week the Booneville High
School auditorium was the subject
of two front page stories in the
Jackson Clarion-Ledger. On Feb.
26, the newspaper featured a color
photo of the outside of the BHS
auditorium with a “Keep Out” sign
prominent in the foreground. The
city school board recently con-
demmed the high school auditorium
and declared it off limits.

The picture was an illustration for
the opening installment of a series
written by Clarion-Ledger staff
writer Coleman Warner on school
funding problems.

In the Feb. 27 issue, other pic-
tures of the BHS auditorium were
used to illustrate part two of the
series. That story focused -on
Booneviile’s own particular school

fundmg problems It was -ac-
companied by a color photo of BHS

principal Mac Curlee standing near.
inner wall of the

a cracked .
auditorium, and photos -of school
superintendent R.D  Griffin and

Booneville attorney Donald Franks, -

an opponent of the separation of the
city and county school districts and
last year’s bond issue attempts.

The Feb. 27 installment quoted
Curlee, Griffin, Franks and .local
businesspeople Sadie Gault and
James Goddard.

.The apparent purpose of the
Clarion-Ledger series was to point

-up the increasing difficulties en-

countered by school districts

statewide in obtaining even enough .
“funds to keep: thelr buildings in goed

repair.
Accordmg to Warner s research,
“a billion and a half dollars could be

the cost of meeting Mississippi’s:
school construction needs during

the next 25 years, if the state’s
mechanism for funding schoo]
projects isn’t altered.”

And, Warner says, half of that

fxgure could go for interest. :

Seven hundred and fifty mﬂllon
dollars is the price tag estimated by
the state’s Educational Finance
Commission just for replacing
roofs, reinforcing foundations,
rebuilding worn- out structures
(like the BHS auditorium) and
other maintenance during the next
25 years:

Because interest could double this

figure, the EFC -- for .the third
straight year - is. proposing a
statewide four-mill property tax
which would replace local bond
issues as a method of funding school
construction.

. The plan is supported by the

-Mississippi - PTA, the Mississippi

Association of Educators. and the
Mississippi- School . Boards
Association, as well as state
superintendent Charles Holladay
and former governor William
Winter.

But the proposal is expected to i
in the -

face ‘stiff - opposition

(See School, Page 3)

*“There .

interested enough, or not informed.
I'm not sure which it is,” she said.

~“I don't think they really un-

derstand the role they would play in
the precinct caucus.”

. What is a precinct caucus? And
why is it so important? According to
Mrs. Franks, it is an opportunity for
everyone to become involved in

‘politics at the neighborhood level.

" “People meet at each precinct in
the county. When you go in, each

Local Precmct Caucuses. _ They Are Important

quahfled elector (registered voter)
from that precinct signs the roster.
And when they sign, they sign what
presidential candidate they prefer,
or if they are noncommitted,”” Mrs.
Franks explained.

. ““Then, they go off into their little
caucus, so to speak. And each
group... For example, say a person

is for Hart. He will go with that

(See Caucuses, Page 3)

A 31-year-old Booneville man
died as the result of an
automobile accident which
occurred about one mile north
of the Tupelo city limits
Tuesday night of last week.

Terry Wayne Huddleston, 31,

driving north on U.S. 45 when
he drove across an icy bridge
located south of the U.S. 78
interchange, slid off the high-
way and then slid back into the
highway in the path of a tractor
trailer, according to
Mississippi State Highway
Patrol Trooper Kevin Steele.

Both vehicles were traveling
in the northbound lane of U.S.
45, Steele said Monday.

The accident occurred
around 9 p.m. Feb. 28. Hud-
dleston was transported to the
North Mississippi 'Medical
Center in Tupelo where he died
] at 12:05 a.m. Feb. 29, Trooper
| Steele said.

Huddleston was driving a

R
S

{ Booneville Man Dies
In Tupelo Accident

- traveling behind Huddleston’s

of Route 4, Booneville, was.

1980 Oldsmobile. The driver of

the tractor trailer was Rodney

B. Hale, 36, of Decatur, Ala,
The tractor trailer was

car. ‘“The driver of the trailer

(See Accident, Page 2)

TERRY HUDDLESTON







