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Roundup

Escapee

Recaptured

Michael White, a prisoner
who escapedfrom the Prentiss
County jail Nov. 26, is once
again back in jail.

Prentiss County Sheriff W.V.
Horn picked up White in
Colbert County, Alabama, Feb.
10.

Sheriff Horn had received
information from the sheriff's
department in Colbert County
that White was there,

White, 19, of First Street,
Booneville, and Danny Hamm,
28, of Meadowview Subdivision,
both escaped Nov. 26 from the
‘“bullpen” - a fenced-in area of
the jail located outside.

Hamm turned himself in to
law authorities Jan. 3.

White and Hamm were in-
dicted by the Prentiss County
grand jury in October far six
charges of burglary and lar-
ceny of a dwelling. Hamm was
also indicted for receiving
stolen property. They will now
face additional charges of jail
escape.

Another
Mistrial

For the third time, the trial of
Jerry Shook of Jumpertown
who was charged with simple
‘assault on a'law ufficer, ended
in a mistrial.

The jury deliberated for
about two hours Tuesday night
before failing to agree on a
verdict. -

The charge of simple assault
an a law officer stems from an
Oct. 8, 1982, incident in which
Shook allegedly struck former
Prentiss County Deputy Joe
Shackelford about the head and
face.

In October Shook’s trial
ended in a mistrial. The case
was originally tried in Justice
Court in Dec. 1982, and that
jury was also unable to reach a
} verdict. Shook subsequently
pleaded no contest and ap-
pelaed the case to circuit court.

County Attorney John Hat-
cher said Wednesday morning
there was no limit on how many
times the case could be tried.

Schools
Closed

The Booneville Municipal
Separate Schools will dismiss
students at 12:30 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 27, for teacher inservice
on the district’s Accountability
and Instructional Management
plan.

Jobless Rate
Up Again

Mississippi’s unemployment
rate rose to 11.0 percent in
January, an increase of eight-
tenths of a percentage point
compared to December’s
revised jobless rate of 10.2
percent, according to
Mississippi Employment
SecurityCommission
Executive Director Cohen
Robertson.

Last year’s January
unemployment rate was 14.1
percent.

The 11.0 percent unem-
ployment rate for the state was
higher than the 8.8 percent
national rate for January.
MESC figures showed 112,200
unemployed and 909,700 em-
ployed out of a civilian labor
force of 1,021,900. The initial
unemployment insurance
claims totalled 31,683 in
January.

Progressing . . .

Construction at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Booneville (above) continues to run ahead of
schedule. Administrator John Tompkins says he hopes the hospital can move into the new
section in October of this year, several months earlier than the original projection of

January 1985. For additional information on Baptist Memorial Hospital, as well as stories of
many other local businesses and organizations, look for The Banner-Independent’s annual
Progress Edition, a special 48-page section included inside today’s newspaper.
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Asbestos Found In Booneville Schools

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Notices have been mailed to

parents of Booneville Elementary -

School and High School students
this week, and a meeting of the
elementary school PTO was held
Tuesday night, Feb. 21. Both in-
stances are examples of the effort
being made by Booneville City
School Superintendent R.D. Griffin
to let parents know that asbestos
has been found in the BHS cafeteria
and in the Booneville Elementary
School on George E. Allen Drive.

According to the letter from
Griffin, mailed to parents Monday,
Feb. 21, ‘“‘An inspection conducted
by Hall-Kimbrell Environmental
Services Inc., of Oxford, indicates
that the ceiling of the Booneville
Elementary School... and the

ceiling of the Booneville High
Cafeteria was treated with a spray-
on material containing Chrysotile
Asbestos in the range of 14 to 18
percent.” ‘

The inspection also found
Chrysotile Asbestos ‘‘in the range of

50 percent to 75 percent” iH¥the

boiler insulation in the BHS gym,
the letter said.

According to the Hall-Kimbrell
report, the ‘‘exposure potential’
ratings are 44 for the high school
cafeteria and 52 for the elementary
school. Forty-four is considered to
be “moderate-high” and 52 is
considered “high,” the report said.

In both cases the asbestos is
blown onto a concrete ceiling and is
‘“friable.”’ According to State
Health Officer Dr. Alton B. Cobb in
the Mississippi State Department of
Health brochure, The Health

Local Broadcaster, Journalist

Services Held For E.O. Roden

E.O. Roden, 65, of Booneville, a
pioneer Mississippi broadcaster,
businessman and civic leader, died
Thursday, Feb. 16, in Dunedin, Fla.,
following a brief illness.

Mr. Roden was chairman of the
board and chief executive officer of
Skyline Network which operates
broadcast properties in Mississippi
and Florida, and a long-time
member of the Board of Directors
of the Bank of Mississippi.

Services were held Sunday, Feb.
19, at 2 p.m. at McMillan Funeral
Home with Dr. Bill Duncan and Dr.
Lowery Compere officiating. Burial

was in East Fulton Baptist
Cemetery.
Among many business,

City Hears

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

The city of Booneville may be out
of the garbage collection business if
one of two proposals offered by

Refuse Systems Inc. is accepted.

At a recess meeting of the
Booneville Board of Mayor and
Aldermen Tuesday night,
representatives of the Corinth firm

educational and community leaders
praising Mr. Roden were J.C.
Whitehead, chairman of the Board
of the Bank of Mississippi;
President Harold T. White of
Northeast Mississippi Junior
College, and Ole Miss Chancellor
Porter L. Fortune Jr.

Mr. Roden was well known for the
contribution of his time, talents,
and financial resources in the
support of education, community
service programs and individuals in
need of assistance or en-
couragement.

«Mr. Roden was an outstanding
citizen who had a strong desire to

(See Roden, page 2)

Hazards of Asbestos, asbestos is
“friable’’ when it ‘“‘can be crum-
bled, pulverized, or reduced to
powder in the hand.”

Friable asbestos is likely to
release fibers into the air, ac-

cording to Dr. Cobb, and exposure

can contribute to such diseases ds*
lung cancer, asbestosis and
mesothelioma. :

Asbestosis is described as ‘‘a
fibrotic lung disease usually ' in-
volving the lower lung fields,” and
is “the most common asbestos--
related illness.” According to Dr.
Cobb, “‘asbestosis tends to appear
in persons heavily exposed,” such
as construction workers installing
materials composed of friable
asbestos.

Mesothelioma, according to the

(See Asbestos, Page 19)

E.0. RODEN

the school building.

does not include labor.

PTO Discusses
Asbestos Problem

Some 55 parents and teachers attended a PTO meeting Tuesday night
at the Booneville Elementary School to discuss the finding of asbestos in

Principal David Bolen told the group that the ceilings in the 18 rooms
at the school (about 23,500 sq. ft.) contained a spray on material con-
taining Chrsysotile asbestos in the range of 14-18 percent.

The asbestos is not likely to be released unless it is disturbed in some
way, he said. The danger is if the ceiling is hit with a ball or broom.
Therefore, the students are being cautioned to be careful, he said.

Bolen said there are four ways to handle the situation:

1) Complete removal — which means the building would have to be
closed during the removal of asbestos. Cost would be between $4-$6 per
sq. ft. or between $100,000 to $150,000. A bond issue would have to be
passed to use this alternative, he said.

9) Install a drop ceiling - this would be cheaper than the first method -
- but the asbestos material would still be above the new ceiling, he said.

3) Spray material on the ceiling. However, Bolen noted, the
elementary school is a flat topped building and sooner or later flat
topped buildings leak. If the asbestos gets wet it might get heavy and
fall, he said. A new roof was put on the building 8 years ago and there
have been no problems thus far, he noted.

4) Preventive maintenance - what school officials are doing now by
trying to minimize the danger by not disturbing the ceiling.

Bolen said of the four choices they have thus far, the board has
selected to take the fourth choice -- preventive maintenance.

Elementary School PTO President David Moore said that the PTO
had discussed installing ceiling fans at the school. However, this will not
be feasible now because the fans would create turbulence, he said.

IN OTHER BUSINESS the parents voted to purchase new playground
equipment which includes two 6-ft. slides and one 8-ft. slide.

They also gave the go-ahead for construction of a 100x50 ft. multi-use
concrete court (to be built where the basketball courts are now).

The cost of the new equipment and court will be around $4,000 which

Moore said they plan to put up the swing sets they have, along with
two jungle gyms, possibly this week.

The PTO will appreciate any labor and donations concerning the
playground equipment, Moore said.

Proposal For Private Garbage Collection

related the results of a survey they
had performed at the request of
Mayor Charles Crabb and offered
their two proposals

Refuse Systems presently does
industrial and commercial pickup
and disposal in Corinth, New
Albany, Holly Springs and
Greenville, Miss., Middleton,
Grand Junction and Sumner, Tenn.,
and Jonesboro and Forest City,

Ark. They also already handle
garbage pickup for several com-
mercial accounts in Booneville.

Kenneth Williams, president of
the 10 year old firm, said he had
been contacted by Mayor Crabb in
October 1983 about the possibility of
contracting with the city of
Booneville.

Sales Representative Jack
Boyden then talked with Alderman

Wade Lambert, surveyed
Booneville’s garbage collection
system and the two alternative
proposals were formulated.

According to Boyden's survey,
Booneville is presently spending
$174,517 a year to provide sanitation
services for its residents and
businesses, while billing $83,580 and
actually collecting $82,986.

Boyden said this figured to a net

loss to the city of $67,531 in 1983, and
a projected average annual loss of
$78,067 over the next five years.

Boyden then offered two alternate
proposals:

Under Proposal ‘“A,” Refuse
Systems would provide one pickup
per week for the city’s 1,669
residences. Garbage and trash

(See Garbage, Page 14)

Former NMPDD Director Sentenced To Six Months

Charlie Spearman, the former
director of the Northeast
Mississippi Planning and
Development District, was sen-
tenced to a six month prison term in
U.S. District Court in Aberdeen last
Thursday.

Spearman, who had resigned his

post with the NMPDD in August
1983 after an audit by the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission
uncovered a  variety of
irregularities in his administration
of the agency, pleaded guilty to one
count of mail fraud on Jan. 17, 1984.

U.S. District Judge L.T. Senter

gave Spearman a sentence of two
years in prison, with 18 months
suspended, and three years
probation. Senter also ordered
Spearman to pay restitution of
more than $8,900 to the NMPDD.
In exchange for the guilty plea,
the federal and state governments

agreed not to prosecute Spearman
for submitting almost 80 fraudulent
expense vouchers, and scheming to
gain money through a bogus
document composing and
duplicating service plan that
allegedly involved Northeast
Mississippi Junior College Ad-

ministrative Assistant James
Rhodes.

A 13-page statement signed by
Spearman on Jan. 17, 1984, and
submitted to Judge Senter’s court,

detailed that plan.

(See NMPDD, Page 14)






