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Marijuana Bust

Out-Of-State |
Tags Illegal

Booneville Police Chief
Bobby Lambert warned he is
planning to crack down on
owners of cars with illegal out-
of-state license plates.

“Car dealers are going to
other states and buying cars
and trucks, bringing them in
here with the license plates still
on them and driving them
around themselves. Then, when
they sell the vehicles, the ones
who buy them here are using
the out-of-state plates,’”” Chief
Lambert said.

“We're getting complaints
about it. And we’re going to
crack down. OQut-of-state plates
are no good in this state, and
the dealers should remove
them.

“If they don’t, there will be a
fine for running them. And the
car will stay parked until they
are legally licensed,” he
warned.

Phone Co.
Pays Taxes

T.H. Bailey, District
Manager for South Central
Bell, presented checks totaling
$212,702 to Prentiss County and
the City of Booneville for
payment of 1983 ad valorem
taxes.

“The tax payments help
support schools, police and fire
protection and other services
that Prentiss County
provides,” Bailey said.

It is expected that South
Central Bell will pay ap-
proximately $29 million to
Mississippi municipalities and
counties for 1983 ad valorem
taxes. These payments are part
of an estimated $65.6 million
tax bill that will be paid by the
telephone company to
Mississippi and its counties and
municipalities for 1983 and do
not include income, social
security and excise taxes paid
to the Federal government.

Commodities

To Be Given

February commodities for
Prentiss County households
will be issued on a “first come-
first served basis’” at the Food
Stamp Office to those bringing
or sending properly signed and
dated commodity vouchers.
The commodity voucher must
be signed by the person whose
name appears at the top of the
voucher. The target date for
February distribution is
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 1984

Low income households
where no one receives' food
stamps may make an ap-
plication before the issuance
date at the welfare office. If
found  eligible they will be
issued a commodity voucher.

If there is a change in the
distribution date, it will be
announced over WBIP radio
station.

Students Get
Friday Off

The Prentiss County Schools
will dismiss on Friday, Feb. 17,
at 12:00 in order for teachers to
work on the Prentiss County
AIM (Accountability in
Instructional Management)
Plan.

The members of the AIM
Resolving Committees will
meet at Marietta School at 1:30
on the 17th. Other teachers will
remain at their individual
schools.

Officers Accused Of Planting Evidence

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Two men who were arrested on
Jan. 12 are claiming that one of the
three Booneville police officers
involved in the arrest planted false
evidence in their vehicle after they
were jailed.

Jim Davis, 25, Double Springs,
Ala., and Anthony Jackson, 22,
Booneville, say that one of the three
officers — Hubert Kitchens, Jess
Chaffin or James Pennington --
planted marijuana in Davis’s

pickup truck after the two men had

Computer Age Farming

Prentiss County farmer Jim Shirley (right) discusses
the results of a computer program with Prentiss County
FBLA member Keith Smith during a recent computer
training course for farmers at the Prentiss Vocational

been arrested, strip-searched and
incarcerated in the Booneville City
Jail on charges of public
drunkenness.

According to Davis, shortly after
midnight on Jan. 12, he was driving
Jackson home from King Furniture
Company in Rienzi, where Dayvis is
plant superintendent and Jackson is
assistant plant superintendent.

Davis said that as he turned east
from Highway 45 onto College St. he
noticed a police cruiser following
him. As the policeman did not turn
on his blue lights or siren, he said,
he continued on to Jackson’s home

Technical School.

on Cherry St., where he parked in
Jackson’s driveway and went on
into Jackson’s house, assuming
Jackson, who had been asleep, was
right behind him.

According to Davis, as Jackson
started to exit the pickup truck,
Officer Chaffin pulled into the
driveway and parked beside Davis’
truck. Jackson’s wife reportedly
observed this and told Davis, who
returned to the truck.

Davis said he asked Chaffin,
“Can I help you?” He said Chaffin
replied, “Yeah. Look at all them
beer bottles in the back of that

Keith and FBLA member Mark
Johnson helped instructors Laura Cartwright, Willie
Frances Rutherford, and Ken Geno teach the course.
See story on Page 3. (Photo by Ken Christian)

truck. Don’t you know it’s illegal to
drink in this town?”

Davis said he replied, “Yes, Sir. I
know it's illegal to drink in this
town. Those bottles have been back
there for a while.”

“He then asked me if I'd been
drinking,’’ Davis said. “And I told
him I had drunk a coupie of beers
earlier. But I told him I wasn't
drunk, and1 didn’t drink them while
I was driving.

“And he (Chaffin) said, ‘Well,
you're going to jail,’ And I said,
‘For what?’ And he said, ‘For public
drunkenness. You're drunk.’ And I

said, ‘No. I'm not drunk. You can
give me a DUI test,’” Davis said.

Davis said by this time Jackson
had gone into the house, and was
standing in the doorway, watching,
as officers Kitchens and Pennington
arrived.

Davis said Chaffin then searched
his truck, removing a grocery sack
containing “my father’s old, an-
tique, World War II pistol.”” He said
he was in the process of moving
from Double Springs to Jum-
pertown, had the gun ‘“‘wrapped up

(See Officers, Page 2)

Local Industry Seeks
To Buy Last Plot
In Industrial Park

Mayor Charles Crabb announced
at the Feb. 7 meeting of the
Booneville Board of Mayor and
Aldermen that, if financial
assistance can be arranged, B&W
Frame Shop wants to build an 8,000
square foot factory building on the
lone remaining four-acre plot in the
Booneville-Prentiss County In-
dustrial Park.

Crabb said the company, which
manufactures furniture frames,
presently employs 16, a number
which would double if the new plant
is built. He said, in order to par-
chase the land and build on it, the
company would need a ‘‘smlill
industrial revenue bond, probabiy
for approximately $80,000,"’ through
the State Economic Development
Office or a similar agency.

The board agreed to lock into
funding possibilities for the plant.

Mayor Crabb told the board that
something needs to be done about

the intersection of George E. Allen
Drive and Route 4. He said a fence
on the property on the west side of
the intersection has been torn down
three times by motorists who failed
to slow for the intersection.

The board voted unanimously to
install a yellow flashing light on
George E. Allen Drive at the in- .
tersection,

Board attorney Eugene Gifford
told the board that the apparent low
bid for the work on the city sewage
system was $243,58¢ above the
engineers estimate, and the job
would have to be rebid.

He said Coca Ceia, -which was
recently given a five-y ear franchise
for the city park, had requested the
franchise term be lengthened to
seven years. The board approved
the extension.

Alderman Wade Lambert told the

(See Board, Page 3)

New Owners Say They Will Upgrade Local Railroad

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Representatives of 1.B. Foster
Co. were reportedly in Northeast
Mississippi last week attempting to
dispell rumors that the company
intends to abandon and scrap the
railroad lines they are purchasing
from the 1llinois Central Gulf
Railroad.

Speculation about Foster’s plans

for the 700 miles of railroad lines
has been high on the discussion list
for area city hall representatives
and heads of industries served by
the lines.

John Stephen, director of
marketing for Foster, said such
rumors could damage the com-
pany's ability torecieve approval of
the sale from the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, But, he said,
the company will not reveal its

plans for the railroad before March
1, when they are scheduled to
submit them to the ICC.

“The ICC has jurisdiction over
the sale, and they require that we
submit to them a detailed outline of
our plansfor running the rail lines,”
Stephen said.

“After we present it to them, it
will be open for public comment,
protests, hearings or whatever,” he
said.

L.B. . Foster Vice-President
William Tagmyer admitted the
purchased lines will need *‘quite a
bit of rehabilitation."”’

Some sections need more work
than others. But we fully intend to
upgrade the railway,”’ Tagmyer
said, adding that cost estimates for
the rehabilitation are not yet
available.

Tagmyer said the company is
afraid too much speculation about

Foster’s plan for the railroad lines
could result in opposition that might
delay ICC approval of the purchase.
“If it drags out too long, the
agreement is off. So we hope there
are no problems,” he said.

In the past, it has been L.B.
Foster's practice to buy up aban-
doned railway lines and dismantle
them for use as relay material. But

(See ICG, Page 16)

Curlee’s Store
A 70-Year-Old Rienzi

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Curlee’s Store in Rienzi has
remained practically the same

since 1913,

The store first opened for
business in 1909 in a frame
building located on the corner
of Main and Front Streets in
Rienzi and was run by C.B.
Curlee and his brother-in-law,
Oliver F. Burnett. The store
was destroyed by a tornadoe in

1913.
That
rebuil t

Beth,
tradition,

The store still has many “old
timey” items -- sheep shears,
wagon wheel fillers for steel
tired wagons, water dippers, a
cheese cutter (that is still in
use), and several large wooden
(the
barrels originally contained

barrels ' that hold toois

flour).

same year Curlee
the store and later
bought out Burnett. Curlee ran
the store until his death in 1972,
Now his son, Joe and his wife,
carry on the family

The post office was once
located in the store, because
the elder Curlee served as
postmaster for a time.

THE CEILING in the store is
one of the few still left that is
made of dark gray decorative
pressed tin squares.

The 40x100 building is lighted

by 11 lightbulbs placed
strategically throughout the
store.

There is also a hornet’s nest
ondisplay which came from the
Curlee’s farm, but the nest has
dwindled in size because
customers like to pinch it to see
‘how it feels.

In the wintertime the store is
warmed by a ‘“pot bellied”
stove - the gathering place for
men to sit around and swap
news while they spit chewing
tobacco at the stove’s ash
catcher.

“Many a crop has been
planted around this stove,”
Beth Curlee laughs. “But there
was never much harvested.”

Tradition

She tells of a “yarn” that
went something like this: “Did
you hear about the fellow they
found on the side of the road?
Nobody could figure out who he
was or where he came from
until they turned him over. No
doubt about it, he was from
Rienzi, all right. There was a
print of that nail keg at Curlee’s
Store on the seat of his pants.”

Miss Viola Presley, The
Banner-Independent's Rienzi
correspondent, worked at the
store for about 35 years.

LAST YEAR Joe Curlee
moved his grandfather’'s old
store behind his store. The
store, which belonged to E.J.
Green, was located near the
railroad, and is at least 120
years old. The Curlees hope to
restore it and make it into a
museum.

In days gone by, people used
to play checkers at Curlee’s
Store. They still have the
checkerboard but mostly it’s
their grandchildren who play
checkers.

Joe Curlee







