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Sheriff Reports Items
. . : °
Missing From Office

Prentiss County Sheriff W.V. Horn has submitted to
the board of supervisors an inventory list which details
items still missing from his office.

Included on the list are an undetermined number of
arrest reports, investigative and case files, one
fingerprinting kit, and a calulator.

Upon taking office Jan. 2, the new sheriff reporlefi that
anumber of files and other items appeared to be missing
from the sheriff’s office.

Some of the case files originally reported missing have
been returned by a former deputy. Other files on pending

cases are also reported to still be in the possession of
former deputies who were in charge of the cases.

PCDA Membership
Banquet Tonight

Humorist Pruitt Calvert from Louisville, Miss., will be
the featured speaker at the 8th Annual Prentiss County
Development Association Banquet, according to PCDA
Executive Director Doug Mansell.

The annual banquet is scheduled for tonight at 7 p.m,
at the Frank Haney Union building on the NEMJC
campus. Mansell said music will also be provided
throughout the evening by Naz Rhodes.

Mansell said tickets should be purchased in advance.
They are available at all three Booneville banks, or at
the PCDA office in the First Bank Building on Highway
45

Supervisors Reminded
Of State Laws

State Auditor Ray Mabus says' county supervisors
cannot provide gravel for private use or dig graves
except for paupers.

Inpo[iicial;apolicies released by Mabus’s office the
auditor cited one Mississippi Supreme Court decision
and three state statutes which specifically forbid th_e use
of public funds, equipment or personnel in providing
gravel for private use, working on private property or
digging graves for those who can afford them.

“Although in some areas these practices have con-
tinued for a long time and are considered traditional
duties of elected county officials, this does not change
the fact that these practices areagainst the law,” Mabus
said.

The auditor said his office intends to strongly enforce
the laws prohibiting the practices, “‘as well as all other
laws."

1 $100,000 Bond Set
In Rienzi Murder

A $100,000 bond has been set for Michael Anthony
Moore, 24, who was charged with the murder of his
father, Earnest C. Moore, 45, of Rienzi.

Moore remained in the Alcorn County jail as of
Tuesday, according to Sheriff Bill Gant.

Moore turned himself in tolaw authorites Jan. 14.

The elder Moore was found floating face down in the
Tuscumbia Canal, less than a mile from his home east of
Rienzi, Jan. 3. He had been shot once in the chest with a
small caliber weapon.

Alcorn Sheriff Raids
Booze Cache

Danny Ray Gadd of Route 3, Booneville, was arrested
Friday night of last week by Alcorn County law officers
after they discovered a building filled with beer and
liguor on the Alcorn-Prentiss line in Hatchie Bottom,
according to Alcorn County Sheriff Bill Gant.

Gadd was charged with possession of liquor and intent
to sell.

Gadd paid a $200 fine, Gant said.

Some 21 cases of beer and six fifths of liquor were
confiscated, he said.

He said the building was barely inside the Alcorn
County line,

Destroying Mailboxes
A Federal Offense

It is a federal offense for people to destroy mailboxes,
according to Booneville Postmaster Jack Wright.

Recently there have been several reports of mailboxes
being torn down, especially in the Jumpertown and
Blackland communities, he said.

destroyed with bricks or baseball bats, he said.

Persons arrested and convicted of destroying
mailboxes could be ordered to pay a fine up to $10,000, he
said.

Baldwyn Customers
Get Rate Break

Baldwyn Municipal Gas customers can expect a seven
percent reduction in rates on their February bills, ac-
cording to Baldwyn Mayor Merle Rowan.

Rowan said the reduction had been announced by the
city’'s gas supplier, Tenneco, and would be passed on to
the customers. He said the reduction came on the heels
of three increases within the last year

“But new rates have started coming down, due
somewhat to oil and gas being down worldwide,”” Rowan
said.

He said the, with ihe reduction, gas rates will decline
from $5.21 per 1000 cubic feet to $4.85.

It appeared that some of the mailboxes were

Decision Made On New Post Office Site

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The decision has been
made. The site selected for
the new Booneville Post
Office building will be ad-
jacent to Kentucky Fried
Chicken on U.S. Highway 45,

according to Booneville

Postmaster Jack Wright.
This site was the Postal
Service’s original selection
last summer.
The property has not been.
purchased yet and there is

be. However, it could be
purchased within 30-60 days,
he said. A

Of the sites submitted, this
site was the only suitable
site that met the Postal
Service's specifications for
the new building, Wright
said Tuesday.

Those people who sub-
mitted bids to the Postal
Service were notified last
week that their property had
not been selected, he said.

Last July after the Postal
Service announced that the

number one site being
considered for the new post
office was adjacent to
Kentucky Fried Chicken, a
number of local residents —
particulary downtown
businessmen and
businesswomen - objected
to the tentative site selec-
tion.

They said that location
would be inconvenient for
the majority of postal
patrons and it would be
hazardous since U.S. 45 is
the major highway through

Booneville.

After Postal Service
authorities met with local
residents in July to discuss
the objections, the postal
officials agreed to give local
landowners another chance
to submit bids on property
for the possible location of
the new post office.

When the Postal Service
first advertised for bids,
only eight bids were sub-
mitted.

Postmaster Wright did not
disclose how many bids

A

GETTING DOWN TO BASIC - Jason Scroggins
(seated on stool) works with one of Mrs. Barbara,
Holland’s STEP class’s new computers while: some of

Thanks To Parents

“Getting down to
BASIC” has taken ona new
meaning for 30 students at
Anderson Junior High
School. These young people
are not just preparing for
the computer age; they are

according to Mrs. Barbara
Holland. '
Last Fall, .
enrolled in Mrs. Ho
STEP class decided they
needed computers in their
classroom. The declared
purpose of their special
class is to provide enrich-
ment activities calling for
higher levels of thinking.
So, they reasoned,
“Couldn’t a computer do
ﬂlat?"

‘dents

out that, with the great
demand for computers in
every school, and the lack
of money, the chance that

experiencing it right now, .

and’s

The students soon found .
- strations  of

the school system could

buy computers for their
class was very slim.

They decided another
approach was needed. And

a thorough search of the ~

nooks and crannies at
Anderson. yielded two old
color television sets that
were seldom used, and
permission to use them.

The students then ap-
pealed to their parents to
chip in to buy two com-
puters that could be con-
nected to the TVs. Most
gave $25, but some gave
$100. Donations soon
totaled $700, and school
officials were finally,
persuaded to kick in
_another $300.

_ After viewing demon-
several
popular computers, it was
decided to purchase two
TRS-80 Color Computer
Os. And a special pre-

the other 7th grade students offer suggestions. Watching
#re {left to right) James Wilhite, Tracy Bolden and Kim
ssryner. (Pheto by Ed Weodward) “ .

Students Enter Computer Age

‘Christmas price made it
possible to purchase a
" cassette drive and a color-
graphic printer for each
computer, plus two
program cassettes: Micro-
Painter and Logo.

The computers arrived.
They were hooked-up to the
two -old TVs. And Mrs.
Holland’s students began
enthusiastically pecking
away at the keyboards,
watching in astonishment
as, at their command, the
computers drew designs,

made music, figured
problems and, of course,
played games.

A schedule was devised
to allow students “their
day” on the computers —
about twice a week, while
continuing to complete
their regular assignments.
And, in no time, Mrs.
Holland's students began

speaking computer lingo.

An average conversation
in Mrs. Holland’s
classroom now includes
the following phrases:

~'Let’s break
run;”’
—-“Putitinto edit mode;"’
~‘‘Save it on tape;”
--“Where’s my syntax
error?’’;
--**Just
execute;’’
~"“Where’s Logo?"';
~“List the program to
find the error;” or...
-“Mrs. Holland, when

can we get more soft-
ware?"’

it and

load and

Computers may be the
wave of the future. But,
according to Mrs. Barbara
Holland, for 30 lucky 5th,
6th and 7th graders at
Anderson Junior High
School, they have already
become a way of life.

were submitted the second
time.

At first the desired site
location was approximately
50,000 square feet. The size
has now been increased to
about 60,000 square feet for
additional parking spaces,
Wright said.

Wright also said that after
the new post office is con-
structed, arrangements will
be made for a collection box
to be placed downtown for
late afterncon mailings.

“I would prefer a site for

the new post office building
in the downtown area if
there was suitable land,”
Wright said. “But since
there wasn't I didn’t feel the
Postal Service should invest
almost a million dollars in
an inadequate site.

“My aim is to serve the
public, not just a few, but
everybody in the best
possible way."

It is not known exactly
when construction of the
new post office will begin.

Former Judge
To Be Fined
For Perjury

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

The Mississippi Judicial
Performance Commission
has recommended that
former Justice Court Judge
William (Willie) Anderson
be permanently barred from
holding any judicial office
and fined $2,000 for per-
juring himself before the
commission.

The former justice court
judge in Prentiss County’s
fifth district and former
Booneville police officer,
declined comment when
contacted by The Banner-
Independent.

Anderson, the first black
elected official in Prentiss
County history, was the
subject of controversy in
1982 after the Attorney
General's office issued an

opinion on the legality of his
serving simultaneously as a
justice court judge and a
city policeman.

He was elected a judge in
1979. At the time of his
election he was already
employed as a city
policeman, but both An-
derson and then-police chief
W.W. Stacy insisted there
would be no conflict of in-
terest because any case
involving Anderson as a city
police officer would be heard
by the city judge.

In January 1981 County
Attorney John Hatcher
issued a similar opinion,
saying there would he no
conflict of interest as long as
Anderson did not act as
judge on cases occurring
within the city limits.

(See Judge, Page 2)

Unemployment

Continues

The unemployment rate in
Prentiss County peaked at
155 percent in February
1983. But, beginning in June
1983 the rate declined
steadily to 10.3 percent by
December - a drop of 5.2
percentage points.

This was lower than the
unemploment rates for two
adjoining counties. Alcorn’s
rate was 13.5 percent in
December. Tishomingo’s
18.5 percent was the fourth
highest in the state.

According to figures
received from the Corinth
office of the Mississippi
State Employment Service,
Prentiss County's labor
force totalled 10,680 in Dec.

To Drop

1983 — down 500 from 11,180
reported in Dec. 1982,

The MSES reported 9,580
Prentiss Countians em-
ployed, and 1100 unem-
ployed at the end of 1983,
compared to 9,750 employed
and 1,430 unemployed at the
end of 1982,

Unemployment across the
state was reported at a flat
10.0 percent in Dec. 1983,
down from the 10.6 percent

-reported for Nov. 1983. The

reported reason for the
decline was ‘‘overall
economic improvements.”
The national rate reported
for December was 8.0
percent.

Lady M&ﬂé’arrier Is A Hit
With Marietta Residents

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

To the residents of the
Marietta area, Linda Oakley
is known as “The Lady
Mailcarrier."”

Mrs. Oakley is the only
rural carrier at the Marietta
Post Office and also the only
“lady mailcarrier’ in
Prentiss County.

She has worked as the
mailcarrier at Marietta
since Dec. 25, 1982. Prior to
that, she worked as a sub-
stitute  carrier there
beginning in June 1980.

There are 418 mailboxes
on her 80-mile route.

She leaves the post office
between 8-8:30 a.m. Her
route takes her through
Kirkville to the Mantachie
Bottom and into the Ozark

community in Itawamba
County.

She then travels back to
Marietta and goes toward
Hobo Station and back to the
Laura Holley Hills north of
New Site, and down the
Siloam Road to Marietta.
She usually returms to the
post office around 2 p.m.

“This is the best job I've
ever had,” Mrs. Oakley

" says, even if she does have
.to change her own flat tires.

Her other jobs have in-
cluded working in a bank,
being a finance manager,

- bookkeeper in a truckstop,

and personnel director at
Kellwood. She has also
worked for the Mississippi
Council for Children.

She took the civil service
examination ‘which .led to
her being hired at the post

office.

WHEN SHE FIRST began
her job people on her route
were perhaps a bit in-
credulous.

She recalls that once one
woman came running across
the yard to meet her. ‘‘She
said her husband had told
her they had a lady
mailcarrier and she just had
to see for herself.” j

But the comment she
hears the most from people
is “So you're that lady
mailcarrier.”

Mrs. Oakley adds that
dogs hate her (“They all
bark and chase me."') but
that the kids love her
(*“When one little boy gets
new pictures made, he

(See Lady, Page 2)

THE LADY MAILCARRIER - Mrs. Linda Oakley is the only ‘‘Lady Mailcarrier” in
Prentiss County. She delivers the mail for Marietta Route 1. (Photo By Angela Smith)
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