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Prentiss Lawmakers

On Choice Committees

Committee appointments for the state Senate and
House of Representatives were announced last Thur-
sday. :

District III State Representative Billy McCoy was
appointed vice-chairman of the House transportation
committee. McCoy was also appointed to three other
important House committees, appropriations, elections
and education.

Freshman Senator John White also received several
important committee appointments. White was ap-
pointed vice-chairman of the Joint Panel to Investigate
State Offices. He was also appointed to the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Bridge Advisory Committee, and the
agriculture, corrections, judiciary, local and private,
ports and industries and university and colleges com-
mittees.

Alcorn Murder Suspect
Turns Himself In

. Michael Anthony Moore, 24, a'suspect in the murder of
his father, Earnest C. Moore, 45, of Rienzi, turned
himself in to Alcorn County law authorities Saturday,
Jan. 14, at noon.

The elder Moore was found floating face down in the
Tuscumbia Canal, less than a mile from his home east of
Rienzi, Jan. 3. He had been shot once in the chest with a
small caliber weapon.

Alcorn County Sheriff Bill Gant said Moore would
either be charged with murder or capital murder. A date
for Moore’s hearing had not been set as of Tuesday
morning.

Sheriff Gant said that Moore had confessed to the
shooting.

Alcorn County sheriff’s investigator Morris Smith had
said earlier that a motive for the shooting was not clear
but that Moore and his father had a history of fighting
with each other.

Moore had been traveling throughout the southwest
portion of the United States before he turned himself in,
authorities said. :

Cartwright To Be
Walls Postmaster

Donny G. Cartwright has been appointed the new
postmaster at Walls, Miss., effective Saturday, Jan. 21,
according to Acting Sectional Center Manager - Post-
master Alvin B. Doctor of Tupelo.

Cartwright, 36, a native of Booneville, has served as
Superintendent of Postal Operations at the Booneville
Post Office for the past four years. He has been em-
ployed with the Postal Service for 13 years.

Cartwright is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Cartwright
of Booneville.

He is married to the former Sherry Thompson of
Tupelo. They have five children, Lisa, 15, Lorrie,

12, Tara, 3, Dana, 12, and
Brian, 17.

Postmaster  selections
are made on the basis of
merit from a list of
qualified candidates
submitted to the Sectional
Center Manager by a
Review Committee.

The sectional center
manager then selects and
recommends to the
Postmaster General the
best qualified person for
appointment to the
vacancy.

i

DON CARTWRIGHT

TVA Director To
Answer Toll-Free Calls

TVA Director Richard Freeman will answer telephone
calls from the public on the agency's toll-free Citizen
Action Line on Monday, January 23, from 10 to 11 a.m.

The toli-free number for Mississippi residents is 1-800-
251-9242.

TVA began the Citizen Action Line in October 1978 so
that the public could obtain answers about TVA ac-
tivities and offer comments and suggestions on agency

3 \ .
programs. Calls are normally answered by specially
trained information coordinators, but TVA management
personnel frequently take calls as one of several ways
they keep in contact with public comments and concerns
about TVA.

Pay Goodfellow
Pledges At Any Bank

According to Mayor Charles Crabb all pledges made to
the Goodfellows organization during their Christmas
fund drive have not yet been paid.

“Several people have not yet paid their pledges,”
Crabb said. ‘“We would appreciate it if those who have
not yet done so would make their payment at any of the
local banks, and be sure their names are on the deposit
slips so we'll know to give them credit.

“We know it is just an oversight. They’ve forgotten it,
and this is just a reminder,” Crabb said.

-

Former NMPDD Director Pleads Guilty
In Federal Court To Mail Fraud '

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

In what appears to be a
“plea bargain,” Charlie D,
Spearman, former
executive director of the
Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District, has pleaded guilty
to mail fraud in U.S. District
Court.

Spearman waived in-
dictment by a federal grand
jury and pleaded guilty to
one count of mail fraud
before Judge L.T. Senter in
Aberdeen Monday. He had
resigned his post with the
NMPDD in September 1983
after an audit of the agency
by the Appalachian
Regional Commission and a
subsequent FBI probe.

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

The Illinois Central Guilf
Raiiroad announced at a
press  conference in
Meridian Thursday, Jan. 12,
that it plans to sell a portion
o its lines serving an area
roughly similar to that
which will eventually be
served . by the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway.

Included in the more than
700 miles of rail lines to be
sold by the ICG will be the
Corinth to Prichard, Ala,,
line -- a main line that passes
through Prentiss County,
serving both Booneville and

Baldwyn.

In exchange for his guilty
plea, federal authorities
have agreed to not prosecute
Spearman on other charges
resulting from the audit and
FBI investigation. Though
Spearman’s sentence
remains the prerogative of
Judge Senter, he could
receive a $1,000 fine, a five-
year prison term or both. He
could also be ordered to
make restitution of more
than $8,900 to the NMPDD.

A 13 page list of details
filed by U.S. Attorney John
Hailman details evidence
the government had against
Spearman. It includes
nearly 80 false claims made
to the government for
money given to him.

According to the report,
between 1978 and September

The lines will be sold to
L.B. Foster Co. of Pitt-
sburgh, Pa. Foster is a
Fortune 1000 company that
provides rail, tubular and
construction products and
services for railroad,
energy, industrial and
construction markets. The
company has 29 offices and
25 plants and warehouses
throughout the country -

‘Warren K. Kearfts, L.B.
Foster Co. president, said
the sales agreement calls for
the creation of a new
company to manage the
purchased railroad lines. He
said Foster plans to utilize
Kyle Railways Inec. to
operate its railroad.

1983, Spearman attempted
to defraud the ARC by
submitting fake financial
reports for travel expenses,
document composing and
duplicating services.

The report apparently also
implidates Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
Administrative  Assistant
Dr. James Rhodes. It states
that Spearman wrote
Rhodes a letter on NMPDD
letterhead agreeing to pay
Rhodes’ office $100 per
month for unused composing
and duplicating services
from May 1, 1978 to April 30,
1979,

Responding on college
stationery, Rhodes agreed to
the arrangement, the report
said.

The scheme, detailed in

Kyle is an experienced
operator of shortline
railroads headquartered in
San Diego, Cal. They are a
holding company for 13
shortline railroads
operating in nine states,
Kearns said. Of these lines,
nine are freight operations,
two carry both freight and
passengiers and two are
rassenger linew.

Kear: . sgid that the
formation of the new
company and the acquisition
of the ICG lines signal
Foster's entry into the
railroad business.

“As a result of recent
deregulation of the nation’s
railroads, large Class I

the report, was for Spear-
man to ‘‘write checks on the
district’s account to Rhodes
for non-existent composing
and duplicating services by
the college, and that Rhodes
would and did then cash the
checks and return the
proceeds by cash or check to
Spearman for his own use.”

The report then says that,
in May 1979 Spearman gave
Rhodes a $1,200 check,
which Rhodes deposited to
his personal account.
Rhodes then wrote a check
to “cash” for that amount
and gave the money to
Spearman.

In 1979, the composing and
duplicating service fee was
increased to $150 per month,
and the money was put into a
‘‘secret account’” and

railroads are consolidating
their lines,” Kearns said.
“Some of their branch lines,
experiencing difficulties in
operating competitively and
profitably, are now in
jeopardy. We believe we can
fill the need to keep these
lines in service and operate
them profitably. This,
therefore, forms another
very attractive growth area
for JL.B. Foster. « b

“We are conimitted to
establishing a strong freight
rail system in East
Mississippi. A healthy rail
system can attract new
business and create new job
opportunities in the eastern
part of the state,”” Kearns

returned to Spearman by
way of $600 in cash and a
$1,200 payment on Spear-
man’s Sears account, the
report states.

In 1980 the charges were
again increased, to $200 per
month. And, the report said,
in January 1981 Rhodes
billed the NMPDD $1,700,
with payment made into the
secret account, another
check to “‘cash” written by
Rhodes, and the money
turned back to Spearman.

Another scheme invalving
false travel vouchers was
also detailed in the report.
Spearman submitted false
vouchers for non-existent
trips and fake expenses for
reimbursement from ARC
funds. The report said the
vouchers were submitted in

said.

‘“We believe regional
railroads can serve a
valuable, important role in
our nation’s economy,” he
said. ‘‘This is especially true
in an area like East
Mississippi, where thereis a
sound, basic business on
which to build. We are op-
tomistic about success. The
job is feasible. It can be
dona,’’ Kearns amid.  »

L.B. Foster is.already the
largest non-mill, source of
rail, trackwork and rail
accessories in the world,
supplying prime rail, relay
rail, trackwork and ac-
cessories to major railroads
through its Trackwork

the names of NMPDD board
members without their
knowledge. Vouchers
totalling $2,178 were sub-
mitted in the names of board
members Leon

Cook, °

Bonnard Eaton, Jimmy -
Moore and Max Whitehead -
for 19 trips to Jackson and ’

Washington, D.C.

According to the report,

between 1978 and 1981, 12 .
vouchers |

fake travel

totaling $536 were submitted .
in the name of NMPDD :
employee R.C. Anderson, :

six vouchers totaling $263

were submitted in the name

of  emplpyee Linda Hud- :
other '
vouchers totaling $587 were
-submiited in various em- |

dleston and 16

(See NMPDD, Page 3)

Pennsylvania Firm Buys Local ICG Line

Division, headquartered in
Cincinnati, Ohio. R
Illinois Central Guif is the

10th largest U.S. railroad. It .

is a major north-south
freight line, extending from
the Great Lakes area south
to the Gulf of Mexico with
approximately 7000 miles of
track in 12 states. .

ICG was the figurehead
railroad in the railroad

« industry’s coalifion with

enyironmentalists  at-
tempting to halt con-
struction on the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway.
Railroads have been a
traditional foe of waterways

(See ICG, Page 2)

(Editor’'s Note:

No more the activities of

i
i
&

Ronny Rowland, manager
of Prentiss County Electric

following was taken from an
article written by George
Dillon of Booneville. Dillon
grew up near the railroad
and it has been a major
influence in his life. He
retired as a railroad
engineer in 1978.)

By GEORGE DILLON

THE CLOSED DOORS of
the old Booneville railroad
depot stand as mute
testimony to our changing
times.

Once through these doors
passed the food we ate, the
clothes and shoes we wore,
and the luxuries we desired
80 much,

But not so any more. That
was the way of an earlier
era, the victim of a changing
world.

Today there’s nothing
behind those closed doors
that relates to railroading.

No more the rat-a-tat-tat
sound of Les McCullar’s
telegraph instruments as
they rattle out a message to
him (but certainly not to
me).

PCEPA's 10,300 customers
through two power sub-
stations at Booneville and

the porter, Luther McGee,
as he goes about cleaning
the waiting rooms, sweeping
floors, building fires,
opening and closing boxcar
doors, and checking the
freight.

No more the presence of
those waiting for the
passenger’' trains -- which
never seem to come.

No more the waiting of the
two taxi competitors - Willie
Bryant and Oscar Mayo -
with their Model A gas tanks
filled to the brim, ready for
that far away trip to Cairo,
Marietta, or the Tippah
hills.

No more the waiting of the
Prentiss and the Holly
hotels, ready to provide the
weary traveler a place to
rest and wait for morning to
come.

These things are gone.
They were the ways of a
wonderful former era, the
victims of a changing world.

These things are no more -
- but Luther McGee is still
around. He is now 85, in fair

(See Golden Age, Page 2)

ployees helped restore
power to their customers by

Power Association, reported
that the power outage last
Thursday at 12:19 p.m.
was caused by a pine tree
which someone cut and let
fall into TVA's 161,000 volt
transmission line.

This transmission line
supplies power to all of

Baldwyn and it also supplies
power to several thousand
Tombigbee Electric Power
Association customers in
Guntown, Kirkville and
Marietta areas.

Prentiss County Electric
Power Association em-

opening and closing TVA’s
switches at four different
locations on TVA's tran-
smission lines. Power was
restored to Booneville at
12:32 and to Baldwyn at
12:50. The tree was found on
the transmission line near
the Mt. Pisgah road by a

local resident.

Manager Rowland
requests that tree cutters be
extra cautious when cutting
trees near power lines not
only for the tree cutters
safety but for the safety and
wellbeing of aii the electric
customers.

During this outage power
was off to the hospitals,

Reflections On The Golden Age Of Railroading . . .

A Retired Railroad
Engineer Remembers

The

The Closed Doors Of The Booneville Depot

police and sheriff offices,
fire departments,
emergency vehicle service,
schools, and several
residents who have kidney
machines, oxygen equip-
ment, and life monitoring
equipment in their homes.
Also, several industries,
which heat a raw material
such as plastic to very high

Downed Pine Tree Causes Power Outage Thursday

temnperatures with elec-
tricity, work frantically to

clean the hardening
material out of the machines
after each power in-
terruption.

Also, many businesses and
industries have computers
which have to .be
reprogrammed after each
power interruption. %






