B e g ee—

‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

Che Banner - Independent

Volume 86

Number 45

Booneville, Mississippi

Thursday, January 5, 1984 Phone 728-6214 18 Pages 25 Cents

Murdered Rienzi Man
Found In Canal

The body of a Rienzi man, Earnest C. Moore, 45, was
discovered Tuesday afterncon in a canal less than a mile
from his home east of Rienzi.

Moore’s body was found floating face down, according
to Morris Smith, investigator for the Alcorn County
Sheriff’'s Department.

An autopsy Tuesday afternoon revealed that Moore
had been shot once in the chest with a small caliber
weapon, Smith said.

Warrants are being issued for Moore’s son, Michael
Anthony Moore, 24, Smith said. The victim’s 1983 GMC
blue pickup is also missing. Moore, a disabled veteran,

B had a DAV tag on the pickup. Anyone seeing the pickup

is asked to call the Alcorn County Shriff’s Department at
286-5521.

Moore was last seen Saturday afternoon by family
members, Smith said. Smith speculated that Moore was
killed late Saturday night or early Sunday morning. A
neighbor discovered the victim’s body in the canal.

There was evidence of a scuffle at the Moore home, he
said. Moore and his son had a history of fighting with
each other, Smith said.

Files Missing From
Sheriff’s Office?

Prentiss County’s new sheriff, W.V. Horn, had an
unexpected surprise Monday morning on his first day on
the ‘job. It appears that some of the office files are
missing from the Sheriff's Office.

Horn said Wednesday morning that he could not say
whether or not the files are actually missing until he
makes an inventory report for the board of supervisors.

“T've got to turn in an inventory report and then I will
know. So far I haven't been able to go through the files. I
won't say they are missing — they may be misplaced.”

He said he would probably make the inventory report
Thursday.

Escaped Prisoner

! Turns Himself In

Danny Hamm, a prisoner who escaped from the
Prentiss County jail Nov. 26, turned himself in to law
authorities around 9 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3, according to
Prentiss County Sheriff W.V. Horn.

Hamm, 28, of 105 Meadowview Subdivision, and
Michael White, 19, of 216 First St., Booneville, escaped
{rom the “bullpen” - a fenced-in area of the jail located
outside.

White has still not been apprehended.

“‘We found out where Hamm was located and left word
for him to come in or we would come and get him,”’ Horn
said.

Horn said Hamm had been staying in the county after
his escape.

White and Hamm were indicted by the Prentiss
County grand jury in October for six charges of burglary
and iarceny of a dwelling. Hamm was also indicted for
receiving stolen property. They will now face additional
charges of jail escape.

Northeast Student
In Freak Accident

A Northeast Mississippi Junior College student was
only slightly injured after being run over by a school van
Monday night, Jan. 2.

According to school authorities, Roger Garner,

! Baldwyn, a freshman at the college, was directing

traffic for school security in the parking lot at Bonner
Arnold Coliseum during the school’s five-county tour-
nament.

Garner reportedly was attempting to divert traffic
from the full parking lot when a school van lurched
forward, hit him, knocking him down, then ran over him.

Jeri L. Wilkins, Corinth, a sophomore who was also
assisting school security, told Booneville Police Officer
Bill Ingram that he was in the van warming himself
when the accelerator stuck, causing the vehicle to hit
Garner.

Garner was taken by ambulance to Booneville Baptist
Memorial Hospital where he was treated for multiple
bruises and released.

After his release from the hospital Garner reportedly
returned to the college and resumed directing traffic.

| Bonds Sold For Road

And Bridge Repairs

A bond closing was held on Friday afternoon, Dec. 30,
1983, when a total of $250,000 in road and bridge bonds
issued by Prentiss County supervisors was purchased by
The Peoples Bank and Trust Co.

Sam Milton, president of the Booneville branch of
Peoples Bank, presented Chancery Clerk Phillip Cole
with a check for the bonds, issued for Districts 1, 2 and 5.
According to Board of Supervisors’' President J.P.
Davis, $100,000 each will go to Districts 1 and 5, and
$50,000 to District 2. Davis said the money will be used
for general road improvements in the three districts.
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Ex-Sheriff Says
Successor Should
Be Given Chance

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Former Prentiss County Sheriff John McCauley says he
wants his successor, W.V. Horn, to be given a fair chance by
the people of Prentiss County.

Horn defeated McCauley and 15 other candidates for the
sheriff’s position in last year’s election.

“People shouldn't pay a bit of attention to what they
hear,” McCauley said last Friday.

“1'd like to see Horn have a chance and people encourage
him so he can prove what he’s going todo.”

“I'm an example in what talk can do for you. During the
campaign people said I sold out. People shouldn’t listen to
everything they hear. The good Lord knows I've been honest
in the sheriff’s office,” McCauley said. :

“As long as I thought Horn was trying to do an honest job
I'd try to help him free of charge. But if he had ‘picks,’ I
wouldn’t tell him where 100 acres of marijuana was.”’

“It's completely impossible to do a good job as sheriff of
Prentiss County,” McCauley added. “There’s not half
enough men and no equipment.”

Also, he said, the -only difference between the sheriff’s
communication and the thieves’ communication is that the
sheriff’s department has a base station whereas the thieves
only have police scanners.

Looking back over the past four years, McCauley said he
feels his department accomplished quite a bit.

‘“We had 121 people sentenced before the last court term —
probably more than in the history of Prentiss County. When
you get 121 sentenced to the penitentiary, if that doesn’t help
we might as well forget about our system.”

Prentiss County’s new sheriff, W.V. Horn, and his staff
assumed their duties Monday following swearing-in
ceremonies at the Prentiss County Courthouse.

Horn’s deputies are Jeff Jackson, Dan Wilson, Gene Gilley
and Johnny Welch.

Jackson, 33, will serve as chief deputy, Sheriff Horn said
Tuesday. Jackson also served as a deputy under former
sheriffs Ralph Martin and John McCauley.

Wilson, 54, formerly worked at the Memphis Police
Department and the Booneville Police Department.

Gilley, 25, of Blackland, has worked as a security guard at
the University of Mississippi for several years.

Welch, 26, is originally from Tennessee. He has served as
police chief in Big Sandy, Tenn., and also worked with the
Red Bay Police Department and security at Northeast
Junior College. Welch has been a professional wrestler and
has a black belt in karate, Horn said.

The dispatchers at the sheriff’s office are Sharon Sweeney
Windham who formerly worked as a dispatcher for Ralph
Martin.

Theother dispatchers are Earl Hisaw, a former employee
of the Tishomingo County Sheriff’s Department; Buddy
Jones, a former employee of the Booneville Police Depart-
ment during W.W. Stacy’s administration; and Bradice
Miller, who worked at the Baptist Memorial Hospital in
Booneville.

Horn said he expects to get a new patrol car - a 1984 Ford
LTD. The new car for the sheriff is the only one in the
budget. ‘“We can hope for more later,” he said.

Sheriff Horn said that all the patrol cars would be marked
except one.

He noted that several communities have expressed a
desire to have a neighborhood watch program.

“Any of the communities that want one should contact the
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“ONE THING I do know, Horn made a mistake not
keeping some of my help,” McCauley said.

“I'm thankful for the help I had. As long as I live I'l
always say my entire department was way above average.

TRANSFER OF OFFICE -~ Former Prentiss County
Sheriff John McCauley (left) pins a sheriff’s badge on his
successor, W.V. Horn, following swearing-in ceremonies for
the new sheriff Monday at the Prentiss County Courthouse.
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School.
The Rev. Triplett served

the New Providence M.B.
Church, Tupelo, at his death,

James Lewis Triplett, 62, of
Booneville, died Saturday,
Dec. 31, at his home.

Services were Tuesday,
Jan. 2, at the Anderson
Junior High School gymn-
torium with the Rev. P.W.
Harris officiating. Burial
was in the Corinth National
Cemetery.

The Rev. Triplett became
principal of the Prentiss
County High School in 1953.
Later the school was
renamed Wick Anderson
High School, and it is now
Anderson Junior High

as principal there for 16
years.

Upon integration of the
public school system, he was
transferred to the Prentiss
County Educational Service
Center where he was em-
ployed until 1980,

He then accepted a
position at Northeast Junior
College in the Vocational
Department where he
remained employed until his
death,

The Rev. Triplett
graduated from Prentiss
County High School. After

stationed at Great Lakes,
Mich. Upon discharge he
attended Lane College,
Jackson, Tenn. He Ilater
attended Kentucky State
University where he
received a B.A. in history.
He did graduate work at
Youngstown State College,
the University of
Mississippi, and Howard

University, Washington,
D.C.

He also served on the
Governor’s Staff, the

Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association, the

Mississippi Planning and
Development Association,
NAACP, Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc.,, and the
Boaz Lodge Local 427.

He also served as
president of the National
Teachers Association of the
Northeast District.

During his ministry the
Rev. Triplett served at the
following churches: Mt.
Pleasant M.B. Church,
Kossuth; New Providence
M.B. Church, Tupelo;
Springhill M.B. Church,
Nettleton. He was pastor of

He was a member of
Springhill M.B. Church in
Booneville,

He was vice-president of
the Springhill District Usher
Convention and a member of
the executive board of the
Springhill District
Association.

The Rev. Triplett was also
a Silver Beaver Holder of
the Boy Scouts of America.
He served as scout master
for many years. He was
Special Education Super-
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