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Unemployment Rate

The rate of unemployment in Prentiss County con-
tinued to decline for the fifth straight month. This was
the lowest rate since October, 1982, according to Charles
Smith, Manager of the Mississippi State Employment
Service.

At mid-November, the rate was estimated to be 10.5
. percent of the civilian labor force, or 1,130. This com-
pares to 11.5 percent in October and 10.6 percent in
November, 1982.

The county’s labor force at 10,800 also experienced
losses over the month and year of 260 and 250 respec-
tively. The number of Prentiss County residents em-
ployed stood at 9,670, 120 below the previous estimate
and 210 below the figure for one year ago.

Manufacturing employment in the county registered
at 2,920, slightly above the previous estimate of 2,890 but

100 above the estimate of 2,820 for October, one year ago.
- Nonmanufacturing employment at 3,580, slipped
slightly below the previous estimate and that of one year
ago.

' Vo-Tech To Offer
- Adult Night Classes

Adult night classes at the Prentiss County Vocational
Technical School will begin Monday, Jan. 9, according to
Merril T. Cartwright. ¥ :

Registration for classes will begin at 6 p.m. Monday,
- Jan. 9.

All classes will be heid on Menday nights.

Classes will be offered in keyboarding (typewriter),
microcomputer ~applications in ,business and
* agriculture, metal trades, drafting, automobile
mechanics;

catering for parties and receptions. -

Microcomputer applications in agriculture will be
offered for two weeks only beginning Jan. 16 thru Jan.
27, four days a week from 3-6 p.m. each day. Those in-
terested should call 728-9259 to sign up for this class.

Holiday Closings
Are Announced

The Prentiss County Courthouse will be closed
Saturday for the New Year’s Day holiday.

Booneville City Hall will be closed Monday, Jan. 2.

The Booneville Post Office will be ¢losed Monday, Jan.
2, for the New Year’s holiday. No mail will be delivered
that day.

New Officials
To Be Sworn In

A swearing-in ceremony for the newly elected officials
will be held Monday, Jan. 2, at 9 a.m. at the Prentiss
County Courthouse.

State Population
Nears 3 Million

Last June Mississippi’s population topped the 2.7
million mark. Census estimates indicate the state will
have more than 3 million people by 1990,

Mississippi’s gains also parallel population increases
in both the nation and the world. World population
reached 4.7 billion in June, the largest 12-month gain
ever reported. :

The nation gained one percent more people in June
with a reported population of 234.2 million people. India
remains the fastest growing country with a 15.5 million
increase in 1882, up 2.2 percent. The largest nation to lose
population was West Germany, down 95,000 people.

Dr. Bob Chapin, coordinator of the Mississippi
Cooperative Extension Service Land Use Center, says
U.S. Census Bureau now reveals that half the people on
the globe live in five countries -- China, India, Soviet
Union, the United States and Indonesia. He said one out
of every four people live in China.

«Growth rates leveled off to 1.8 percent, but declining
death rates increased the population base,” Chapin said.
«The result is that every year our agriculture must
increase farmland by 27.3 million acres in order to feed,

lothe, and shelter 82 million more people.”’

Have A
lappy New Year!

" Blectrical trades, building trades, farm mechanics, |

Year’s End

o

Photo by Swzann Sims

The old year is practically over, but 14-month-old Cody Johnson (above left) is decked
out in top hat and banner, ready to welcome in 1984. He is the son of Randle and Susan
Johnson of Jacinto Road. As 1983 ended, residents had to cope with bitter cold and snow

and ice. Ducks on Billy Jones’ pond (top right) didn't have to bother to swim — they
could simply walk across the top of the ice. And young Kannon Alton (bottom right)
found that it was no easy task to ride a bicycle on Fourth Street during one of our recent

Shows,

Pholo by Ed Weodward

Snow, Ice, Bitter Cold Are Nature’s

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

The weather has been the
big news over the Christmas
week. And, if the forecast
can be believed, it may
continue to be the big news
going into the new year.

Booneville narrowly
missed having a white
Christmas after receiving a
snowstorm Christmas week.
North Mississippi was then

plunged into a deep freeze”

that made many wonder if
Santa had brought the North

Pole with him as tem-
peratures dipped below zero
to hit record lows on
Christmas - Eve  and
Christmas Day, freezing
water pipes and causing
area residents to seriously
consider hibernation.

Then, for the icing on the
icebox cake, early Tuesday
morning we received a
combination ‘of snow and

freezing raimn - that coated

roads’ ‘Bnd. streets with a
glasslike slippery glaze and
made driving treacherous, if
not virtually impossible for

. Dallison measured
~ week's. snow accumulation

most residents of this nor-
mally warmer climate,

According to William
Dallison Jr., local observor
for the National Weather
Service, Booneville’s coldest
temperature, minus one
degree, was recorded early
Christmas morning.
last

at two-and- one-haif inches.
Area law ‘enforcement

- officers. were kept busy

investigating ‘‘fender-
bender’’ accidents Tuesday,

Dec. 27, as an arctic storm
glazed thoroughfares with
snow and freezing rain,
making driving conditions
extremely hazardous.

Baldwyn police were
forced to call in an extra
patrolman just to help with
the rash of minor accidents,
according to Mayor Merle
Rowan, who said things had
been ‘‘real quite” for the
police department other-
wise,

By Tuesday afternoon
when the icy streets began
thawing, the Prentiss

stmas Presents For 1983

County Sheriff’'s Depart-
ment had logged no ac-
cidents outside
municipalities.

Booneville Police Chief
Bobby Lambert said his
officers had been called out
on only two actual accidents
Tuesday morning. ““We were
lucky. There were several
who went off the road. But
there were only two ac-
cidents with damage. There
were a lot of cars stalled,
and off the road. But as far
as damage, we had very
little, and no injuries,” he

said.

Neither department
reported any deaths related
to the sub-zero temperatures
experienced over the
weekend.

‘“Everything came off
really smooth this Christ-
mas,” Chief Lambert said.
“I’'m proud that things have
gone as smooth as they
have.”

In the meantime, weather
forecasters were predicting
another dip into single-digit
temperatures for today.

The Year"ln Review -

Elections And Lawsuits Abounded

It was a year of lawsuits
and elections in Prentiss
County. , :

During 1983, four separate:
lawsuits were filed against
Prentiss County Sheriff John
McCauley and his deéputies. -
Also, under the guidance of
county schools’ . superin-
tendent Lex Cain, the
Prentiss County Board of
Education continued’ its-
unsuccessful effort to sue

Prentiss County Tax
Assessor-Collector  Danny
Childers.

During 1983, Prentiss

County voters decided they
wanted a new sheriff and a
new superintendent of
education. These same

_new

voters also defeated a liquor
referendum and, shortly
thereafter, city voters
defeated a beer and wine
referendum,.

- City voters also rejected a
second school bond issue

-during 1983, thereby post-

poning a plan to construct a
high school in
Booneville. , :
The following is a month-
by-month look at news
highlights of 1983 as com-

_piled from the pages of The

Banner-Independent
January 1983

The Prentiss County
Board of Education filed a
lawsuit, for the third time,

against Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers,
claiming that in 1980 he

failed to collect $137,408 in

taxes which should have
gone to the county school
system. Both of the earlier
suits were dismissed.

Prentiss County Sheriff
John McCauley changed
his mind about seeking re-
election and became the
third candiate to qualify to
run as sheriff of Prentiss
County on Jan. 3. In March
1981 McCauley said he would
not seek a second term.

The amount of damage to
crop land, channel banks,
and roads and bridges in

Prentiss County following
heavy rains during the
holidays amounted to about
$765,000.

February 1983

Two Prentiss County
Deputies, Hubert Kitchens
and Joe Shackelford, were
fired by Prentiss County
Sheriff John McCauley after
they were given the choice of
resigning or being fired at
the end of January because
of their candidacy for
sheriff.

After three decades of
coaching, Bill Ward stepped
down as head coach of the
Northeast Junior College
Tigers.

A murder case involving
Harold Lloyd Brinkley was
retired to the court files.
Brinkley was indicted in
October 1981 on a murder
charge in connection with
the Nov. 10, 1980 shooting of
his wife, Margaret. One of
the reasons the case was
retired to the files was the
“extreme reluctance’’ of one
of the prosecution’s key
witnesses to return to the
state to testify, Assistant
Richard Bowen said.

More than a year after the
investigation began, the
District Attorney’s office
presented to the Prentiss
County Grand Jury a case
involving Booneville police

officers alleged to have
illegally taken property
from a variety store in
downtown Booneville.
However, the Grand Jury
concluded that the evidence
presented did not warrant
indictments on felony
charges and ordered that the
evidence be turned over to
the city proscutor for con-
sideration of possible
misdemeanor charges.

March 1983
After almost two years of
delays due to federal budget

cutbacks, the go ahead was
given for construction of a

(See 1983, Page 2)
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