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| Roundup
- Tags On Order

- For Police Cruisers

Booneville Police Chief Bobby Lambert says his
- department has been getting numerous calls because
? two police cars don’t have tags.
*  “Two cars were purchased for the department about
' three weeks ago. We have ordered the tags for them and
' as soon as they come in, they will be put on the cars,”
. Lambert said Wednesday.

- City Announces

- Holiday Schedule

Booneville City Hall will be closed Friday, Dec. 23, and
Monday, Dec. 26, in observance of Christmas.

The Booneville Gas and Water Department will also be
closed Friday and Monday.

Garbage trucks will not make their routes Friday or
Monday. Garbage that is usually picked up on Friday
will be collected today, Dec. 22. Garbage that is usually
- picked up on Monday will be picked up Tuesday, Dec. 27.
| The Prentiss County Courthouse will be closed Friday,

Saturday and Monday for Christmas holidays.

The Booneville Post Office will be closed Monday. No

mail will be delivered that day.

Letters To Santa

In Special Section

What do Prentiss County children want for Christmas?
Find out by reading letters to Santa in The Banner-
Independent’s special Christmas Greetings section
inside today’s paper.

Letters from some 721 boys and girls from Prentiss
County are ‘featured in this year’s edition. This is

ever appear in The Banner-Independent in any one year.

In addition to the letters, the section contains 38 short
essays from Baldwyn third graders on ‘What Christmas
Means To Me,’ as well as selected reprints of Letters to
Santa which appeared in The Banner or The In-
dependent in 1934, 1950, and 1958. . . And, of course, don’t
forget the Christmas messages from Booneville mer-
chants and businesses which traditionally appear in the
section.

You'll find it all in the Christmas Greetings section
inside today’s Banner-Independent.

Lion’s Eye Van To

Come To Town

The Mississippi Lions Club’s eye screening van will be
in Booneville next week, according to Booneville Lions
Club President Richard Coggin.

Coggin said the van will be on the triangle bordered by
First, Main and Market Streets from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Friday, Dec. 30.

The Lions offer free testing for visual acuity,
glaucoma, and blood pressure to anyone of any age. An
optometrist and a registered nurse will be available at
the van throughout the day.

Coggin said anyone wishing further information about
the van or Lion services can contact him at 728-4444.

Holiday Celebration
At 1st Baptist Church

Christmas Celebration will be the theme of the First
Baptist Church of Booneville.

The pastor, Dr. Bill Duncan, invites everyone to attend
the morning services and Sunday school at the regular
times on Christmas Day. Sunday School is at 9:45 a.m.,
and morning worship is at 11 a.m.

For the Celebration, Barry Carter of Winston-Salem,
N.C., the son of Mrs. Blanche Carter, will sing at the
morning worship service.

There will be no evening activities at the church on
Christmas, Dec. 25, Dr. Duncan said.

Unemployment

Drops To 10.4%

Mississippi’s unemployment rate dropped to 104
percent in November, a decrease of eight-tenths of a
percentage point compared to October’s revised jobless
rate of 11.1 percent, according to Mississippi
Employment Security Commission Executive Director
Conen hobrertsuu. Last year's November unemployment
rate was 11.2.

The 10.4 percent unemployment rate for the state was
higher than the 8.1 percent national rate for November.
MESC figures showed 108,800 unemployed and 933,900
employed out of a civilian labor force of 1,042,800. The
initial unemployment insurance claims totalled 20,482 in
November.

believed to be the largest number of Letters to Santa to )

In Recess Meeting

In a recess meeting,
Friday, Dec. 16, Booneville's
board of mayor and
aldermen appeinted a new
City Judge who will take
office upon expiration of
incumbent Judge Billy
Sartin's term, according to
Mayor Charles Crabb.

State law says a City
Judge can be an attorney or
a Justice Court Judge.
Sartin is not an attorney and

By ED WOODWARD
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Two Birmingham men
accused of posing as FBI
agents to swindle elderly
. people may be connected
with the Palestine
Liberation Organization of
Yassir Arafat, according to
Booneville Police Depart-
ment Captain Hubert Kit-
chens.

Kitchens said a briefcase
belonging to Vincent Casey
and Dwight Cook, who are
presently incarcerated in
Booneville City Jail in lieu of
$25,000 bond apiece, con-
tained a letter linking the
two men with the PLO.

“In checking out a

he lost his bid for re-election
as Justice Court Judge this
fall. He will therefore no
longer be eligible to serve as
City Judge once his current

term expires.
Booneville attorney
George Via has been

selected to succeed Sartin at
that time, according to
Crabb.

When contacted by The
Banner-Independent the

briefcase where they had
their gun, handcuffs and
badges, we found a letter to
President Yassir Arafat,
and we have reason to
believe they are connected
with the PLO,” Kitchens
said.

“They had a letter which
said they were going to send
him (Arafat) $40,000 to help
his military regime. And
they had some foreign
names that give us reason to
believe they are connected
with the PLO,”" he said.

The two men were
arrested Tuesday, Dec. 6,
after allegedly posing as
FBI agents checking for
counterfeit money and
approaching an elderly
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It’s Beginning To Look Like Christmas!

It's that time of year when Christmas is in the air. A Friday afternoon snowfall coated
everything white to set the mood, then Jumpertown’s annual Christmas parade
Saturday provided an extra festive touch. Santa and Mrs. Claus (top photo) were there
to throw candy to onlookers. Meanwhile, Niki Thompson (bottom left photo) stayed
inside where it was warm to put last minute decorations on the Christmas tree. With a

newly appointed city judge
said he is unsure as to what
changes he might make in
the office.

“I've just been appointed
recently, and I don’t know at
this point what changes I
may make in the way things
are being done.”’, he said.

“I know there will be no
drastic changes,” he added.
“I think Billy (Sartin) has
done a really good job. So, I

Booneville woman who
reported them to the police.

They were arraigned in

Booneville City Court on
Dec. 12, and bond was set at
$50,000 each by City Judge
Billy Sartin. Tupelo At-
torney James Oliver Ford
subsequently filed writs of
habeus corpus on behalf of
Casey and Cook, requesting
their bond be reduced. But
Judge Sartin declined to
reduce the bonds, and ad-
vised Ford to file his writs in
Circuit Court.

Circuit Court Judge
Thomas Gardner sub-
sequently reduced the bonds
to $25,000 each.

‘““‘He (Judge Gardner)
lowered their bond, but they

little help from a friend named Frisky, Amy Sims built a Cairo version of Frosty the
Snowman last Friday (bottom right photo). Niki is the daughter of Diane and Jacky
Martin of Booneville and Randy Thompson of Alabama, and Amy is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Larry Sims of Booneville.

doubt there will be many
changes, if any.”’During the
recess meeting, the board
also appointed a new city
patrolman, Mayor Crabb
said.

‘““We  hired Charles
Thomas Duncan on
recommendation of the
police commissioner and the
police chief as a policeman
as of Dec. 16,”” Crabb said.

Duncan was formerly a

Bogus Federal Agents
Linked With PLO?

have still not posted bond,
and remain in custody,”
Kitchens said. “We had a
preliminary hearing
Monday evening (Dec. 19),
and on the evidence we
presented they were bound
over to the action of the
Grand Jury. They're still
being held in our custody
until they can make bond,”
he said.

But, according to Kit-
chens, making bond will not
guarantee freedom for
Casey and Cook. Other law
enforcement agencies are
waiting their turn with the
two men.

“We've had people calling

(See Bogus, Page 2)

dispatcher for the Prentiss
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Y

The board also passed a
resolution accepting a $4.4
million grant offered by the
Environmental Protection
Agency. The aldermen
authorized Mayor Charles
Crabb to advertise for bids
on construction of a new
sewage treatment plant and
rehabilitation of existing
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City Aldermen Appoint New Judge,Policeman

sewer lines.

The mayor said the only
other business conducted at
the recess meeting was a
decision to advertise for bids
on the sale of a 1978 Ford
police cruiser.

*“The meeting was called
expressly for the purpose of
adopting a resolution giving
the mayor authority to
accept the EPA grant,”
Crabb said.

Baldwyn Factory

Construction Is

On Schedule

Two construction sites in Baldwyn's Gordon In-
dustrial Park are scenes of bustling activity, according
to Baldwyn Mayor Merle Rowan.

Under construction at the north end of the park, ad-
joining Old U.S. 45, is Baldwyn’s newest industry,
Liberty Diversified, a plastic container manufacturer.
And directly behind the city’s next newest industry,
BioClinic, Inc., a manufacturer of foam rubber hospital
equipment, expansion of that factory is in progress.

““You know we’re enthused over this thing ourselves,”
Rowan said of himself and the city board. “It's going to
be a big shot in the arm for the City of Baldwyn.”

Rowan said Liberty Diversified hopes to start
operation April 1, 1984. ““They’re going to start with 150
employees,” he said,

Rowan said he would estimate completion of the
BioClinic expansion at March, 1984. ““And they have
other plans.” he said. “It’s really looking good for
Baldwyn.







