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Roundup

Prisoner Commits

Suicide In Baldwyn

" The death of a 34 year old Baldwyn man who was found
\_hanging by his bootlaces from a ventilator in the
Baldwyn city jail has been ruled a suicide by a coroner’s
jury in Lee County.

Donnie Burns of Route 3, Baldwyn was arrested
Tuesday, Nov. 22 on a charge of disturbing the peace in
the parking lot of the Baldwyn Satellite Unit of North
Mississippi Medical Center, according to a spokesman
for the Baldwyn Police Department.

At 8:50 p.m. on that same evening officers on duty at
the city jail reportedly discovered Burns’ body, cut him
down from the ventilator and attempted unsuccessfully
to revive the man with cardipulmonary rescutitation.

An inquest was conducted Friday, Nov. 25, by Lee
County Coroner Roy Barnett. The six-person jury ruled
Burns’ death a suicide based on evidence compiled from
the investigation and autopsy reports.

Merchants Urged To
Use Parking Lots

Mayor Charles Crabb and the Booneville Board of
Aldermen are urging downtown merchants to use
parking lots, and leave on-street parking available for
the convenience of shoppers.

In a statement issued after a Nov. 2 recessed meeting,
the Board said that, statistically, one-third of retail sales
for local merchants will take place between now and
Christmas. They suggested that downtown merchants
make shopping locally as convenient as possible for
potential customers.

“For the convenience of the shopper, the Board urges
all owners of businesses and their employees, and all
city employees to use the parking lots so as to keep the
downtown area accessible for shoppers,’’ the statement
said.

Letters To Santa
To Be Printed

The Banner-Independent once again plans to publish
children’s letters to Santa in the annual Christmas
edition of the newspaper.

Any child who would like to have his or her letter
published so Santa can read it in The Banner-
Independent, should send the letter to Letters to Santa,
The Banner-Independent, P.0O. Box 269, Booneville, MS
38829, or bring it by the newspaper office on Main Street,
across from Booneville City Hall.

Elementary school teachers in Booneville and
Prentiss County are also welcome to submit for
publication letters which their sudents have written to
Santa Claus.

Only those letters received on or before Thursday,
Dec. 15, will be published.

$4. Million Lawsuit
Filed In 1981 Death

A $4 million lawsuit has been filed by the family of a
Guntown lounge owner against the federal government
for “‘negligently” paroling Stanley Larry Davis, 32, of
Route 2, Booneville, from a federal prison.

The lounge owner, Bobby Wayne Watson, was killed on
Oct. 28, 1981. Watson’s widow and daughter filed the suit,
naming as defendants the United States Parole Com-
mission; Norman A. Carlson, director of the Bureau of
Prisons; and Jeffrey Axelrad, director of Torts Branch,
Civil Division, U.S. Justice Department,

The suit claims that Davis, who was convicted of
manslaughter in September 1982 in Lee County Circuit
Court of Watson’s death, was negligently paroled and
that failure to supervise Davis’ parole led to the death of
the lounge owner.

Baldwyn Merchants
Hold Holiday Promo

The Baldwyn Merchants Association has announced a
Christmas Giveaway of $2,200 worth of gift certificates
by member businesses.

Registration at a participating business will be an
eligibility requirement, and two drawings will be held on
Dec. 17, according to Thomas Hassell, who said one
drawing will be held uptown on Main Street, while the
other drawing will take place in the Baldwyn Shopping
Center parking lot.

Hassel said 22 merchants are participating in the
event, offering gift certificates ranging in value from $25
to $100.

According to -Lanace Edmondson, participating
businesses will be identified by a green holiday wreath
on their door. She said up to 50 winners will be named in
the giveaway.

Reformed Drug Addict Tells His Story

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

Bob is 16 now, a school:

dropout, but working full
time and going to night
school studying for his GED.
The nightmare of his nine-
year affair with drugs and
alcohol is over. He has been
“clean” for almost a year.

Bob is not his real name.
And he has moved since
experiencing his terrifying
adventure. But what hap-
pened to Bob happened in
Booneville and Prentiss
County. And it is happening
now to other children.

It all started for Bob when
he was introduced to
marijuana. ‘I was eight or
nine -- around that age. | was
getting it from older kid-
s...teenagers who wanted to
get me high,” Bob ex-
plained.

What happened to ‘Bob’ happened in Booneville and

Prentiss County. . . and it is happening now to other children.

He said this did not happen
at school, but in his neigh-
borhood in Booneville. “My
mom had just gotten a
divorce, and we had moved
back here, you see. Some
guys introduced me to it
(marijuana). And I started
smoking it.

“I started smoking
‘grass,” Man,” he said as if
he were still shocked by the
idea.

“Then, 1 started taking a
few little pills, you know --
overdoing my medicine was
more like it (Bob is an

epilectic who controls his.

condition with phenobar-

bitol), at the age of 12 or 13,”
he said.

“It wasn't like I was
hooked on them then, you
know. I just liked the feeling
I got from them,” Bob ex-
plained. He said he first
began by combining valium,
a tranquilizer he had
already been ‘‘popping’’
befere he became epileptic,
with his phenobarbitol, and
drinking wine along with the
pills.

“] wasn’t abusing the
phenobarb at first,” he said.
“] noticed 1 got a good
feeling off of it. Then, I
started taking a couple more

than I was supposed to. And,
before I knew it, I was
abusing it, you know --
taking three at a time
maybe four times a day.”

Bob said that, at this time,
though he had been using
drugs for over three years,
his mother was not yet
aware of it, though she knew
he was having emotional
problems. “We'd get into it
all the time. And I had
dropped out of school on
account of it. And she
couldn’t make me go. She’'d
beat me, trying to make me
go to school.”

He smiled.

“Well, she

wouldn’t beat me. She'd
whip me -~ discipline me
rather. But 1 still wouldn’t
go tc school.” Bob said he
thought he was around 12 at
the time.

“By that time, I didn’t
really realize I was hooked
on dope. But I knew I was
using a lot. Then, when I was
about 14, I went to a party at
this guy’s house. It was out
in the country. And I was
sitting around smoking
‘grass.” And I noticed I was
getting awful high on it -
higher than I'd ever gotten
on ‘pot.” And I asked the guy
did it have something in it?

“He said it had PCP (also
known as “angel dust’’) in it.
And I said, ‘Wow! I like
this.'

“He_knew the guy that
sold it. And I started buying
PCP and smoking it, instead
of ‘pot.” And, by the time I

was 15, I couldn’t even get
high on ‘pot.’ But I'd had
some real experiences with
valiums, and qualudes, LSD
and ‘angel dust.’

““What ‘angel dust’ does, it
builds up a tolerance against
other drugs,” Bob said.
“Your system gets where
it's used to it. And you can
have bad ‘trips’ on it. I've
had some bad ‘trips.” Then
they were fun. But, after a
while, you realize it wasn't
that fun.

““And you don’t know when
you start the ‘trip’ whether
it's going to be a good one or
a bad one. And you don’t
care, really, as long as
you're getting high.

“But I finally realized I
was too bad on that, when I
drank alcohol all the time,
along with the dope on the

(See Addict, Page 2)
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VISITORS -- George Hoeksira (left) and Roland Gehrels (right), both 18 of the
Netherlands, are bicycling across the U.S. Roland’s knee hecame injured which
required a stop at the Baptist Memorial Hospital in Booneville where they met
Randy Moore (center) who works in the hospital emergency room. Randy invited
the young men to stay with his family in Wheeler until Roland’s knee heals.

Bicycling Across U.S.

Injured Knee Results
In Visit To Wheeler

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Two 'young men from the
Hetherlands, whu. are
bieyeling acrosg the United
States,  have stopped their
journey for awhile and are
spending some time in
Wheeler.

Roland Gehrels and
Gearge Hoekstra, both 18,
began their 12,000 mile trip
across the United States in
Boston on Aug. 23.

Since then they have biked
almost 3,000 miles on their
10-speed bikes making their
way to Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Toronto and
then back to Washington,
D.C., on to the Appalachian
Mountains and finally to
Mississippi. :

They visited relatives
while in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick,

After leaving Prentiss
County they will journey to
New Mexico, California,
Oregon, Idaho, Wyoming,
and wind up in Denver,
Colo., next June. They will
also visit Arizona where
Roland has relatives.

It was really quite by
accident that the pair wound

up in Wheeler.

They were on the Natchez
Trace when Roland had a
problem with his knee.
Larlier during the trip his
wnee had been injured from
biking and the tendon was
inflamed.

Some people traveling on
the Natchez Trace brought
them to the Baptist
Memorial Hospital in
Booneville where Roland
and George met Randy
Moore who works in the
emergency room.

That was last Saturday.
Since then Roland and
George have been staying
with Randy and his parents,
Willie and Betty Moore, in
Wheeler. The Moores
operate a general store in
Wheeler and that has given
the Netherland natives
many opportunities to make
friends in Prentiss County.

Tuesday the young men
spoke to some classes at
Wheeler High School, and
Tuesday night they planned
to attend the Wheeler Eagles
vs. Thrasher Rebels
basketball game. It was to
be the first basketball game
they had ever seen.

Their impressions of

Wheeler are of encountering
“friendly and hospitable
people.”

The pair ai*-juite taken
by the scenery with the reds
and yellows of the foliage.
“There’s - miuch more red
and yellow here than in the
Netherlands,” George said.

The young men are biking
across the United States
because they wanted to take
a year off after their high
school graduation. (They

have attended school
together since the first
grade).

““This was the best time to
make this trip,” George
said. “This year can be
spent thinking about future
plans.”

Future plans for them will
probably include attending
the wuniversity in Am-
sterdam. George hopes to
major in physies or
astronomy while Roland
may major in geology and
“maybe go to an un-
derveloped country.”

Although their native
language is Dutch, they both
speak English flawlessly.
They have studied English

(See Bicycling, Page 2)

Goodfellows Program Set For Saturday Night

The 34th annual Good-
féllows Program will be held
this weekend to raise money
to provide Christmas
baskets for needy families in
Prentiss County.

This year's program will
begin at 8 p.m. Saturday and
will be held at the West Side
Community Center in the
Booneville City Park, ac-
cording to Booneville Mayor
Charles Crabb.

As in years past,
Booneville radio station
WBIP will broadcast the
fund raiser.

The Goodfellows have set
their goal this year at $3,500,
up $500 from last year’s
goal. Last year the Good-
fellows topped their goal and
raised about $3,600 in
donations.

This money will be used to
provide approximately 350

Indicted By Grand Jury

baskets of fruits, nuts, candy
and other items to needy
families, Crabb said.

Prospective recipients
will be screened by the
Welfare Department.

The Singing Echoes of
Marietta and Gene Gann
and the Country Sounds are
among the gospel and
country groups that will be
on hand Saturday night to
provide entertainment.

In between the

en-

banks prior or preceeding

county should be ‘involved.

tertainment segments of the
program, Mayor Crabb,
WBIP's R.J. ‘“Piggy"”
Bonds, and the Rev. Larry
Hill will be asking for
donations to the Goodfellows
Fund. The numbers to call
Saturday night to pledge a
donation are 728-9079 or 728-
9976.

Donations may also be
made at any of the local

the Goodfellows Program.

Mayor Crabb said the
Goodfellows will also accept
donations in the form of
items to be auctioned during
the fund raising program
Saturday night.

Mayor Crabb is urging
everyone to come out and
join in the fund raiser at the
Community Center.
“Everyone in the city and

Whatever they give will be

appreciated by the
recipients.”

In addition to the
Christmas baskets, the

Goodfellows also provide
financial assistance
throughout the year to the
needy, to transients, and to
others who have suffered
loss due to fire or other
tragedy.

Two Prisoners Escape From Prentiss County Jail

By ANGELA SMITH

Staff Reporter
Two priseners who
escaped from the Prentiss
County jail Saturday night
had still not been ap-
prehended as of early

Wednesday morning.
The prisoners, Michael
White, 19, of 216 First St.,

Booneville, and Danny
Hamm, 28, of 105
Meadowview  Subdivision,

escaped Saturday, Nov. 26,
around 5 p.m. from the
“bullpen’™-- a fenced-in area
of the jail located outside.

The men apparently used
brackets that were on
weight lifting equipment in
the bullpen to loosen cuffs on
the wire holding the fence,
according to Prentiss
County Sheriff John Me-
Cauley.

After pulling the fence

away from the pole, the pair
then escaped by crawling
under the fence at the north
end of the bulipen,

It is believed the men left
on foot after leaving the jail.

White and Hamm were
indicted by the Prentiss
County grand jury in Oc-
tober for six charges of
burglary and larceny of a
dwelling. Hamm was also
indicted for receiving stolen

property. They now face
additional charges of jail
break.

There were five other
prisoners in the bullpen
when the men escaped.

It is not known exactly
what time the men escaped.
They were still in the bullpen
at 4:30 when supper was
served. However, they were
missing when the prisoners
were brought inside the jail

around 5:55.p.m, '

Hamm and White are both
about 6 feet tall and weigh
about 170 pounds. Hamm
has blond hair and wears a
small pony tail. He has gray
eyes. White has light brown
hair.

This is the first time
prisoners have escaped
from the bullpen, McCauley
said. One altempt had been

once before, he noted, but
the attempt was thwarted
when another prisoner told
deputies about the possible
jail escape.

McCauley said it will be a
while before prisoners are
allowed back in the bullpen.
In fact, he said, “‘I imagine
Mr. W.V. Horn (sheriff-
elect) will be the next to turn
them in the bullpen.”






