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Thanksgiving Services

| Tonight At 7:00

The First Free Will Baptist Church in Booneville will
host the annual community Thanksgiving services
tonight, Nov. 23, at 7.

The Rev. Charles Potts, pastor of the First United
Methodist Church of Booneville, will deliver the holiday
message.

Area churches that will participate in the Union
Thanksgiving Services include East Booneville Baptist,
Calvary Baptist, First Baptist, First Free Will Baptist,
Booneville Presbyterian, Grace United Methodist, First
Methodist, and the Frist United Pentecostal.

The lay committee which helped organize this year’s
community service include Mrs. Sherion Jones,
chairman; Mrs. Ruby Ashcraft, secretary-treasurer;
and Mrs. Mildred Horton, Mrs. Liz Roper, Mrs. Alloyce
Simpson, Bobby Rogers and Mrs. Shelby Bonds.

Edge Sales Co. Fire

Cause ‘Undetermined’

The cause of the fire which destroyed the Edge’s Sales
Company building and an adjoining business, Booneville
Auto Electrie, late Monday night of last week, will be
listed as undetermined, according to Booneville Fire
Chief Frank Fleming.

State Deputy Fire Marshal Mike Ivy was in Booneville
Friday of last week to investigate the fire.

No evidence was found that the fire was arson,
Fleming said. “We worked over there four hours. We
didn’t find anything.”

It was necessary for firemen to put water on the
charred building remains Friday before Ivy in-
vestigated the fire because there were still hot spots in it,
Fleming said.

NECAA Appointments
Begin December 1

The Northeast Mississippi Community Action Agency
will schedule appointments for the Low Income Energy
Assistance Program beginning Dec. 1.

There is a three week elosed application period when
only households with elderly or handicapped may apply.
All other persons must wait until Dec. 23 before calling
for an appointment.

Income guidelines have been raised to relfect in-
creased cost of living, according to Bobbie George,
director of programs.

*‘An individual living alone may earn $6,075 annually
and be eligible for Low Income Energy Assistance while
a family of 4 may have a household income for $12,375.
Residents of federally subsidzed housing are eligible for
assistance under the 1984 plan,”’ she said.

To avoid any delay in receiving assistance, applicants
must bring with them a social security number for each
household member and verification of income for all
household members. They must also provide a bill in the
name of the applicant for their primary source of heat.

Contact your Prentiss County Community Action
Center which is located upstairs in the Prentiss County
Courthouse or call 728-8141.

Unemployment

11.5 % In October

The number of unemployed Prentiss County residents
continued to decline at mid-October. According to
Charles Smith, Manager of the Mississippi State
Employment Service, approximately 1,270 individuals
were unemployed at the reporting period, compared to
1,310 in September, and 1,090 in October, one year ago.
This figures to be 11.5 percent of the civilian labor force
unemployed, compared to 11.8 percent last month and
9.8 percent one year ago. The county’s labor force was
estimated to be 11,060, 50 below the previous estimate
but relatively the same as one year ago. Employment in
the county was estimated to be 9,790, only 10 below the
September figure but 230 below the October, 1982,
estimate.

Rehabilitation Center
Telethon Dec. 4

The annual radiothon for the benefit of the Regional
Rehabilitation Center and Cerebal Palsy Handicapped
Persons Center will be held Sunday, Dec. 4th, at the
Regional Rehabilitation Center in Tupelo from 10:00
p.m. This fund raising campaign aids all handicapped
people of this area.

John A. “Red” Rasberry, Executive Director of the
Regional Rehabilitation Center, stated that this year's
goal is $42,000.00 This is the amount needed to complete
the budget for another year. Counties making up the
center's support area includes Alcorn, Tippabh,
Tishomingo, Itawamba, Monroe, Chickasaw, Pontotoc,
Union, Lee, Prentiss, and Calhoun Counties, however, it
was noted many patients from outside this area were
treated in the past year.

Patients will be scheduled for therapy, and a staff
member in every department will be present from 2:00
p.m. til 5:00 p.m. in order to demonstrate and explain
the services that are proviged anda give you the public an
opportunity to see the entire program in action.

Contributions may be mailed to C.P., Post Office Box
1414, Tupelo, Miss. 38801

To Slain Youth’s Heirs

Baldwyn To Pay $350,000 Settlement

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor
Three heirs of James
Clyde Shook, a 20 year old
Booneville man who was
fatally shot by a Baldwyn
police officer in October
1982, will be paid $350,000 as
part of an out-of-court
settlement reached one day
before the opening of a
lawsuit trial in Lee County
Circuit Court.
According to Booneville
attorney Tommy Comer,

lawyer for the Shook heirs,
the money will be paid over
several years to the shooting
victim’s father, Freddie
Shook, his mother, Carolyn
Shook, and his sister,
Regenia Twain Shook, 13.

James Clyde Shook was
fatally shot in the head on
Oct. 29, 1982 by Baldwyn
Police Officer Troy Agnew
after the car in which he was
riding was stopped for
alleged traffic violations.

An investigation by the

Lee County Sheriff’s
Department indicated that
Agnew had accidentally
fired his .357 magnum
revolver when the driver of
the car in which Shook was
riding attempted to ram the
patrol car.

After local and state in-
vestigations, during which
Agnew was under suspen-
sion from duty, a special
session of the Lee County
Grand Jury declined to
charge the officer. Agnew

resumed  his duties, and
continues to serve on the
Baldwyn force.

The Shook heirs sub-
sequently filed a $1.75
million lawsuit against
Agnew and the city of
Baldwyn.

“The basis of our lawsuit
was the fact that he (Agnew)
was negligent in the use of
his firearm, which was a .357
magnum. And we brought
the city in on the basis that
they were negligent in not

properly training their of-
ficers, in not having any
kind of training program
and in not meeting the state
requirements as to training
of law enforcements of-
ficers,”” Comer said.

“Maybe this settlement
will not only compensate the
Shook family, but make
Baldwyn comply with state
laws requiring them to have
law officers with sufficient
training,” he said.

Though Baldwyn Mayor

Merle Rowan was not
available for comment, he
has repeatedly insisted that
Officer Agnew  acted
properly ‘“‘under the cir-
cumstances.” Rowan had
said that Agnew was
“naturally nervous’’ when
stopping the car at 1:00 a.m.
because the driver, Ralph
Roberts, had been driving
recklessly, and had
reportedly attempted to ram

(See Baldwyn, Page 2)

For Handicapped Woman

By C.L. POTTS
Pastor
First United Methodist
Church

Ms. Almeda George has
never taken thanksgiving
for granted. The tone of her
life agrees with the
psalmist: “O give thanks
unto the Lord, for he is
good.” (Ps. 107:1)

She stands eager to give
a p]ain and sincere ‘‘thank
you' to God for his
gracmus gifts.

Lifeitself for Almedais a
real gift from God. On
March 2, 1903, she entered
this world without life and
breath. It was only after
much effort by the doctor
placing her intermittedly
in warm and cold water
that life finally came,
leaving her handicapped in
many ways, but certainly
not in spirit.

The first of three
children by her father's
second wife, Almeda was
welcomed by eight
brothers and sisters by her
father’s first wife.

‘Life Itself For

Almedals A Real
Gift From God’

The family moved in 1905
to the home where Almeda
still lives in Prentiss
County. At 80 she still
thanks God for this
mysterious, wonderful, yet

unfathomable thing called

life.

She learned to walk. at
five years of age, having
been crippled at birth, By
sheer determination, she
began school at nine,
completing the 9th grade
when she was 21.

In spite of handicapping
conditions, she feels that
there is sufficient cause for
thankfulness each day for
the senses through which
we view God’s world -
beautiful scenes, sweet
music, chatter and
laughter of little children,
singing birds, the con-
versation of a friend. . .

Almeda has been a
committed Christian for
many years and the in-
fluence of God on her life is
most evident.

She recalls the comfort

(See Almeda, Page 2)
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Almeda George

Thanksgiving Is A Daily Occurrence

A Young Friend’s
Tribute To
Almeda George

By MITCH MOORE

Thanksgiving as well as
Christmas is a time of year
that has brought on a new
meaning to most. Many
people forget what
Thanksgiving is all about.

&¥But not Miss Almeda .+

George. She is truely a 20th
Century Pilgrim.

" Miss George is an
elderly, handicapped
woman with a willing heart
and mind to bring joy to
everyone she meets,

In the past, she has spent
hours of time and money
trying to help handicapped
children in her special
way.

In the six years I've
known her, she has never

complained or questioned
her health condition. In-
stead, she is always talking
about what she has to be
thankful for.

Miss Almeda has been a
blessing to everyone who
has come.{tsknow her.
Worldly things mean
nothing: to Miss Almeda.
Just a phone call or a post
card brings more joy and
happiness to her than
words can express.

She greets people at her
door with a big smile, so
happy that someone has
taken a little time to drop
by to say hello.

This Thanksgiving I am
giving special thanks for
having the opportunity to
know this special lady -
Almeda George.

“This Thanksgiving I am giving special
thanks for having the opportunity

to know this special lady. ..

Phone Company Files Rate Increase

South Central Bell has
filed a request with the
Mississippi Public Service
Commission that would
reprice telephone service by
decreasing long distance
rates and restructuring
other rates.

According to  J.N.
McGowen, vice president for
South  Central Bell's
Mississippi operations, the
proposed rate changes are
the result of rapidly ad-
vancing technology, the
introduction of competition
and deregulation have
forced a complete

restructuring of the
telephone industry,
McGowen said.

The company is

requesting the Mississippi
Public Service Commission
to approve rates to become
effective January 1984. If
approved, rates for
premium flat rate residence
telephone service would be
$27.97 a month, and one-line
business service would be
$66.65 a month. In exchanges
where Measured Service is
not yet available, the rate
for premium residence flat
rate service would be $25.17,

During BAI Meeting

and the rate for one-line
business would be $59.99.
The company is also
proposing a 15 percent
overall reduction in its in-
state long distance con-
versation revenues, and a 5
percent reduction in out-
ward WATS revenues.
Considering the proposed
reductions in intrastate long
distance, the average
residential customer’s total
bill for telephone services
will increase from about
$4453 to about $51.05 or
about 14.6 percent,
McGowan said. The average

residential bill for local
service only would increase
from about $22.44 to about
$31.12 or about 38.7 percent,
he said.

Other service options like
Low-use Measured Service
would provide access to the
network for as little as $13.25
a month.

“This is not simply
another rate request,”’ said
McGowen. “This is the final
phase of the move toward
deregulation that began 15

years ago.”
The era of hghly sub-
sidized local telephone

" revenues,

service is over, he said. “No
longer can the public depend
on fees paid by long distance
users to cover a substantial
part of the cost of providing
local phone service,”
MecGowen explained.

The major elements of
Bell’s proposal include
restructured local rates and
a 15 percent overall
reduction in the company’s
Mississippi long distance
converstaion revenues.

The complete proposal
would produce $131.4 million
in additional annual
with about $28

million of this amount for
depreciation. The company
is requesting this amount to
bring its depreciation
reserve more in line with the
actual life of the equipment.
This is in addition to the
controversial $98 million
increase requested earlier
this year and still pending.

The company also
proposes to charge $15.2
million to long distance
companies - MCI, AT&T
and others - to cover South
Central’s cost of handling

(See Phone Co., Page 2)

Inmates Tell Local Bankers How To Rob Banks

“Parchman Panel,”
con51st1ng of four prisoners
from Parchman Pen-
titentary, spoke to bankers
at the monthly meeting of
the Northeast Mississippi
Chapter. of the Bank Ad-
ministration Institute
concerning how bankers can
be more aware of possible
forgeries and check fraud.

The Nov. 15 meeting was
held at the Frank Haney
Union at Northeast Junior

College.

Don, who told the audience
that he was labeled a
‘“habitual criminal’’ said he
had begun embezzling
money from his company to
support his drug habit.

He was indicted for em-
bezzling $151,000. “I don’t
know how much I em-
bezzled,”” Don said. ‘“‘The
company stopped counting
at $390,000.”" The company
also went out of business, he

said.

Don explained that he
embezzled checks by using
an IBM checkwriter. The
largest check he embezzled
was $32,000.

He noted that at times he
would only have $200 in his
bank account, and then the
account would go wup
drastically, and then back
down again. ‘““That should
have made someone
suspicious,” he said.

Another member of the
Parchman panel, Robin,
was sentenced to 20 years
for armed robbery.

She told the bankers that
although she forged checks
and credit cards, she was
not caught for that. Instead
she was arrested for armed
rocbbery.

“I wish I had been caught
for forging checks,” she
said. ‘““Then I might not be in
here for armed robbery.”

She told the group that
forging checks and credit
cards were two of the easiest
crimes to get away with,
However, she said, when
people get ‘“greedy’” they
get caught.

Robin said she never stole
checks -- she always used
her own personalized
checks. First she would call
the police station and tell
them her purse had been
stolen, then she would go to

different stores and write
checks using her own per-
sonalized checks — although
she had no money in her
bank account. ;
Eventually, she also
developed a drug habit. But,
she added, whenever she
forged checks, she always
dressed up and ‘‘looked like
she had money."”
“Impression is enough to

(See Inmates, Page 18)






