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Baldwyn Parade
Set For Dec. 1

Baldwyn’s 1983 Christmas parade has been scheduled
for Thursday, Dec. 1, at 6:30 p.m.

The parade, sponsored by the Baldwyn Merchants
Association, will feature cash awards of $100, $75 and $50
for the top three floats.

Anyone interested in entering the parade, or desiring
more information, should contact Wayne Stone, Lanace
Edmondson, Thomas Hassell, Jimmy Cunningham or
Randy DeVaughn of the BMA.

Deadline for parade entries is Friday, Nov. 25.

Three Indicted
By Grand Jury

Three more indictments have been made public by the
Prentiss County Circuit Clerk’s office after those in-
dicted were taken into custody by law authorities. These
indictments were among the 36 true bills returned by the
October session of the Prentiss County grand jury.

Noel Eaton was indicted on a charge of possession of
burglar’s tools (an A-pick). Another man was also in-
dicted along with Eaton on the same charge, but he is not
yet in custody.

Jerry Lee Smith was indicted on a grand larceny
charge in connection with the theft of a Yazoo lawn
mower from Betty Jean Barnes in May. Another man
was also indicted along with him, but he is not yet in
custody.

Ricky Willis was indicted for mutilation of motor
vehicle serial numbers on a 1981 Chevrolet pickup
belonging to James Brewer.

Window Displays
To Be Judged Dec. 5

Judging of downtown window displays for 1983
Christmas festivities will take place on De¢. 5, the day
before the annual Christmas pars<., according to Inter-
Civic Council President Mrs. W.M. Murphy.

Mrs. Murphy said judges from out of town will be
brought in to choose the recipients of 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place ribbons.

Stressing that the theme for this year’s Christmas
parade is “Christmas is Loving, Caring and Sharing,”
Mrs. Murphy reminded those planning to enter any
event that the entry deadline is Dec. 2.

“Please call Barbara Prichard no later than Dec. 2 at
728-4073 with your entry,” she said.

“Show your love and care by sharing your talents with
an entry in the upcoming parade. We are looking for-
ward to your participation,” Mrs. Murphy said.

Holiday Schedule
For Area Schools

Prentiss County Schools will dismiss for the
Thanksgiving holiday at noon Wednesday, Nov. 23.
Classes will resume Monday, Nov. 28.

Booneville City Schools will dismiss for the
Thanksgiving holiday at the end of the school day
Tuesday, Nov. 22. Classes at the city schools will also
resume Monday, Nov. 28.

Students at Northeast Junior College will be out of
school beginning Nov. 23. Classes at NEMJC will resume
Monday, Nov. 28.

Banner-Independent
Early Next Week

The Banner-Independent will be published one day
early next week due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

As a result, all deadlines will be moved up one day. All
news items ~ including society news, sports news and
announcements for ‘“‘What’s Going On?”’ must be in the
office by noon Monday to be included in next week’s
newspaper.

All classified advertising (want ads) must be turned in
by 3 p.m. Monday.

All display ads should be ready by Friday.

The Banner-Independent office will be closed Thur-
sday for the holiday, but will be open Friday.

The regular publication schedule will resume the
following week.

Volunteers Wanted
For Special Olympics

The Mississippi Area 13 Special Olympics program,
which covers Prentiss, Alcorn, Tippah, Tishomingo and
Benton Counties, is looking for people in any age group
who are interested in working with or supporting Special
Olympics, or who simply want to know more about the
program, according to Bill Crossett.

Crossett said anyone who is interested in helping, or
anyone who knows of someone who is interested can
contact him at Route 7 Box 13, Booneville, or phone him
at728-3174 before 5 p.m., and 728-4031 after 5 p.m.

Monday Night Blaze

Booneville firemen are outlined by flames from the Edge’s Sales Company building at 205
East Church Street in Booneville. The bullding was destroyed by fire late Monday night, as
was an adjoining business, Booneville Auto Electric. The fire was reported at 1:45 a.m. by
the Booneville Police Department. The remains continued to s'wake and burn through
Wednesday. Because of the remaining heat, Booneville firemen were not able to sift

MAE Willirig To Be Flexible With L. wmaie.rs

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

At a meeting of the
Booneville Association of
Educators, held Monday
afternoon, Nov. 14, at the
George E. Allen Library,
Dr. Tony Rollins, executive

director for the Mississippi
Association of Educators
told local teachers the MAE
plans to show state
legislators “a willingness to
be flexible” in regard to the
organization’s 1984-85
legislative program.
Calling it “‘an aggressive

legislative program,”’ Dr.
Rollins explained the MAE’s
goals for the year.

“On salary and fringe
benefits 1 need to tell you
...we actually moved out of
last place in average
teacher income,’” Rollins
said. “We're now 49th, We

‘Teachers Must Show
How To Fund Raise’

Senator-elect John White
told local teachers Monday
that, if they expect the
legislature to give them
another salary increase,
their best chances stand in

offering concrete
suggestions on how to raise
the money.

In what the new legislator
called impromptu remarks
at the Booneville
Association of Educators
meeting at the George E.
Allen Library Monday af-
ternoon, Nov, 14, White told
the teachers he was in
sympathy with their
legislative program.

“I have been to several
meetings with legislators. So
this is not my first exposure
to your program. And I'm

going to be very frank with
you,”' White said. ‘‘The
reaction I've got from the
old-timers down there (in
Jackson) is ’Ain’t no way.
Here we are $50 million in
debt, and they’re wantin’
another pay raise.’

“But I'm going to make a
suggestion to you,” White
said. “When you go to the
legislature, and ask them for
a $2,000 pay raise, tell them
how they can do it.”

White then offered an
illustration. ‘‘Picture
yourself in your kitchen
tonight when you get home.
Your 16 or 17 year-old
teenager comes up to you,
and says, ‘Would you buy me
a Corvette?’

“And you say, ‘Well,

Honey, I'd like to buy you a
Corvette. But a Corvette
costs $20,000, and we just
don’'t have that kind of
money.’

“And he says, ‘Well, if I
can show you how you can
buy me a $20,000 Corvette
without it straining your
budget, then will you buy it
for me?’

‘““You'd probably say,
'Well, yes.” And he'd say,
‘All right. Do you remember
last Spring when you sent all
those coupons back to
Reader’s Digest? Well, they
called today, and you won
$500,000.""’

White continued, ‘‘So,
what I'm saying is this: You

(See White, Page 2)

through the debris, and the cause of the fire had not been determined Tuesday. However,
Fire Chief Frank Fieming said he had no reason to suspect any foul play in the incident.
Edge Sales Company was owned by Maynard Edge and Booneville Auto Electric was
owned by Grady Reed. (Phoio by Ken Christian)

moved ahead of Arkansas.

“However, it’s also my
duty to tell you that they had
a special session of their
legislature, and increased
their salaries by $1,000 as of
January first. So, we’ll
return to 50th place then,”
he said.

“That's why you see
salary and fringe benefits

listed (in the -legislative
program) again,” Rollins
said.

“I think, were we in first
place, there would be good
cause to look at an increase
in salary because of in-

creasing expenses. But,
quite frankly, this is a
serious problem for you as a
citizen trying to exist. And
it's  hurtful to the
profession,”” he said.

“We are losing a number

(See MAE, Page 2)
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COOKBOOK WINNER - Marty Fugitt of Route 1, Booneville (left) is presented a check
for $25 by Banner-Independent advertising director Kay Parr. Mrs. Fugitt’s name was
drawn from those submitting recipes for this year’s Holiday Cookbook which appears in
today’s paper. Other contributors who won gift subscriptions in the drawing were Marylin
Hutchens of Route 6, Booneville; Mary Beth Tidwell of Route 4, Booneville; and Elizabeth
F. Donea of San Antonio, Texas. (Photo By Angela Smith)

16th Section Lands

What Are They? Why Don’t We Have Any?

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

In our recent series of
interviews with Prentiss
County school principals the
prevailing theme was a lack
of money to institute needed
programs.

Why do school districts in
North Mississippi lack the
money to carry out even
normal everyday
operations, when other
districts south of us have a
surplus of money? One

reason is that those districts
have 16th Section revenue;
while Prentiss County, and
the other counties in what
are known as the Chickasaw
Lands receive only a
fraction of that revenue in
annual “in lieu” payments.

Twenty-four Mississippi
counties have little or no
16th Section Lands. And
these counties may be the
only counties in the entire
country without that source
of income. To explain what
16th Section Lands are, and

why the Chickasaw Lands do
not have them will require a
synopsis of historical events.

In the Ordinance of 1783,
which laid the groundwork
for the creation of the North-
west Territory, Congress
included a provision which
said, ‘‘there shall be
reserved the lot no. 16 of
every township for the
maintenance of public
schools in each township."

In other words, every 16th
seclion of land was to
remain the possession of the

school to be leased out as a
source of income for the
school. It was never to be
sold,

In 1802, Congress adopted
the policy as a national one,
and, when Ohioc was ad-
mitted to the Union in that
year, it had 16th Sections set
aside for schools. In fact, all
states admitted up to 1848
had 16th Sections.

From 1848 to 1896, two
sections were reserved.
Then, in 1896, Utah was
granted four sections per

township, as were other
western states.

The whole of what com-
prises Mississippi was
admitted to the Union in 1817
with 16th Sections in each
township reserved for public
schools. Then, in 1832, the
Treaty of Pontotoc was
negotiated with the
Chickasaw Indians
removing them from the
area of Mississippi that lies
north of a diagonal line
heginning at the southwest
corner of Tunica County,

and extending south of east
to the northeast corner of
Lowndes County. This area
became known as The
Chickasaw Lands.

A major condition of that
treaty was the sale of all
lands, with proceeds going
to the Chickasaws. The land
was sold, leaving The
Chickasaw Lands without
16th Section Lands for their
schools, in violation of 1802
federal law.

(See 16th Section, Page 5)







