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Roﬁndup

No New Candidates

For Rienzi Mayor

- When the deadline for qualifying for Rienzi mayor and
alderman was up Monday, no new candidates had

- qualified since last week,

Smith Benjamin is the only candidate for mayor of

. Rienzi.

Three candidates qualified for the position of alder-
man - Mrs. Louise Geno, David Lee and Mrs. Lona
Stacy.

The special election will be held next Thursday, Oct.
27, in the Rienzi City Hall.

- The mayor’s post became vacant when Danny Lowrey
resigned Sept. 22. He will assume duties as county at-
torney in Alcorn County in January.

TV A Chairman Will
Take Phone Calls

TVA Chairman C.H. Dean Jr. will answer telephone
calls from the public on the agency’s toll-free Citizen
Action Line on Wednesday, Oct. 26, from 8to8a.m.

The toll-free number for Mississippi residents is 1-800-
251-9242. y

TVA began the Citizen Action Line in October 1978 so
the public could obtain answers to questions about TVA
activities and offer comments and suggestions on
agency programs. :

Calls are normally answered by specially train

_ information coordinators, but TVA management per-
sonnel frequently take calls as one of several ways they
keep in contact with public comments about TVA.

Unemployment

Falls To 13:3%

Mississippi’s unemployment rate dropped to 11.3

a percentage point compared to August’s revised jobleeg
rate of 12.4 percent, according to Mississippi
Employment Security Commission Executive Director
Cohen Robertson. Last year’s September unemployment
rate was 10.8 percent. ‘

The 113 percent unemployment rate for the state was
higher than the 8.8 percent national rate for September.
MESC figures showed 120,800 unemployed and 946,900
employed out of a civilian labor force of 1,067,700. The
initial unemployment insurance claims totalled 12,948 in
September. ¢

Fifty’six of the state’s 82 counties had unemployment
rates of 10.0 percent or higher in September. Of that
number, one county had an unemployment rate of 20.0
percent or above. .

The counties having the highest unemployment rates
in September were George, with an unemployment rate
of 2.5 percent; Tishomingo, with 19.8 percent; Jackson,
with 19.4 percent; and Jefferson, with an unemployment
rate of 18.2 percent.

Rankin, Lafayette, and Issaquena counties had the
lowest jobless rates in September. Rankin had a rate of
6.6 percent, Lafayette had a rate of 6.9 percent and
Issaquena had an unemployment rate of 7.0 percent.
unemployment rates from August to September, while
only eleven counties reported increases.

Woodward Named
Managing Editor

Staff reporter Ed
Woodward has been named
managing editor of The
Banner-Independent, pub-
lisher Ken Christian an-
nounced this week.

Woodward, a native of
Ohio, has been writing
professionally for the past
eight years. His first
newspaper experience was
with the SoHo Weekly
News in New York City.

For the past five years
Woodward has been
working as a free lance
writer based in Fulton,
Miss. During this period, he has served on the editoral
staffs of The Baldwyn News, the Hamilton, Ala.,
Progress, and the Calhoun City Monitor-Herald and has
been a contributor to The Banner-Independent and other
newspapers in the area.

Woodward is also a regular contributor to Mississippi:
A View of the Magnolia State, a magazine published in
Jackson, and has been featured in such national
magazines as Writer's Digest and Roseburg Woodsman,
a trade magazine for the timber industry.

Woodward has been employed as a staff reporter at
The Banner-Independent since September. He is
married and has three children. -

ED WOODWARD

New Site Teacher Injured In Shooting

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

A New Site School teacher
is in serious condition in
intensive care following a
shooting Thursday af-
ternoon of last week.

Charles Williams, 41, of

'Route 7, Booneville, was

shot once in the back with a
30.06 high powered rifle

while he was in his pickup,
according to Prentiss
County Deputy John Moore.

James L. Stoop, 57, of 100
Price Lane, Booneville, has
been charged with
aggravated assault in
connection with the incident.
He is out of jail on $25,000
bond. Moore said charges
against Stoop may be
changed before the in-

vestigation is completed.
The shooting occurred
around 4:30 p.m., Williams
was in his pickup on Mt.
Pigsah Road and Stoop was
in another vehicle on the
right-of-way on Hwy. 4 -
which is only about a
quarter of a mile from
Williams’' home, Moore said.
Both vehicles were
stopped when the shooting

nappened, he said.

Two shots were fired. The
shot that struck Williams
went through the pickup's
tailgate, bed, back of the
cab, and the truck seat.
Although only one slug
struck Williams, the shot
fragmented, hitting him in
two spots, according to
James Horn of the North
Mississippi Ambulance

Service.

The other shot struck the
left hand side of the back
glass, Moore said.

Stoop reportedly ‘turned
himself in to the sheriff’s
department at midnight on
the day of the shooting.

Moore said the motive for
the shooting was ‘‘a
misunderstanding,”’ but
declined to comment fur-

ther. He did say, however,
that there were two wit-
nesses to the shooting.

As of Wednesday morning,
Williams remained in
serious condition in the
intensive care unit of the
North Mississippi Medical
Center in Tupelo.

Williams taught driver's
education and economics at
New Site High School.

percent in September, a decrease of otie and one-tenth of 4

Beulah Price

A College Student At 81

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

She’s just like the other
students in Dr. Clinton Boals
Western Civilization class at
Northeast Junior College.

She takes notes diligently
and listens intently as the
instructor explains names,
dates and facts concerning
the history of the United
States.

PERHAPS THE only
difference between Beulah
M. de’Olive Price and her
fellow students is her age.
Mrs. Price is 81.

This is the fourth fall Mrs.
Price has taken a class at
Northeast. She has also
studied professional writing,
the history of art, and
written articles for the
college newspaper.

Some of the students are
puzzled why Mrs. Price
would return to school if it
wasn’t necessary. They
think that she must really
love history..

The reason is really quite
simple. She likes the com-
pany she keeps. |

“1 look forward to coming
down here and being with
younger people,” Mrs. Price
says. “I think it’s really
helped me to be with them. I
. look forward to coming so
much.”

She lives in Corinth and
drives to her class each

Tuesday and Thursday
morning. Although she has a
special parking permit, she
parks on the college
boulevard in front of MeCoy
Hall and then walks to
Anderson Hall -- for she
doesn't want to take ad-
vantage of her permit.

Mrs. Price shares another
common characteristic of
students when it comes to
tests. “I'm afraid I'm a last
minuté crammer,”’ she
smiles.

‘I look forward to
coming down here
and being with
younger people’

She didn’t score as well on
her first test as she wanted
to, but she was pleased with
her grade on the second test
(95).

“I really enjoy the lec-
tures. Dr. Boals leans over
backwards to make things
clear to understand,” she
says.

Dr.
Price by saying that he
constantly has to reprimand
her for disrupting the class
by talking. Mrs. Price just
smiles at his teasing.

Mrs. Price carries a
hickory stick but she doesn't
need it to walk across

Boals teases Mrs.

campus. She says it's
mainly a ‘‘bad dog stick,”
but it’'s really more than
that. It's a memento of a
walk in the woods with her
husband, the late Richard
Lewlyn Price, who cut the
hickory stick for her some
years ago.

Mrs. Price has many
happy memories. If she
wanted to, she could tell her
fellow classmates some
history, too. For she and her
husband loved to travel. She
has visited Europe, London,
Paris, Rome, Argentina and
various points of interest in
the United States. .

Once when she was in
Santiago, Chile, she was
“bumped’’ from a hotel
where she had reservations,
because President Dwight
Eisenhower and his party
arrived and had to stay
there.

MRS. PRICE WAS an
elementary teacher in
Alcorn County for 16 years.
She has two children, Mrs.
Mark (Cecile) Alexander, a
Baptist missionary in
Argentina, and Richard
Lewlyn Price Jr., a minister
who lives near Ashville, N.C.
She has three grandsons.

A native of Hattiesburg,
she moved to Corinth in 1920.

She is a member of the
Mississippi Historical

(See Student, Page 2)
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Prentiss County School Boérd

BY ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

A sometimes heated
Monday afternoon meeting
between the county school
board, Superintendent of
Schools Lex Cain, Thrasher
School Principal Harrell
Padgett, and Assistant
Principal Neola Cleveland
and a delegation of 15
Thrasher parents appears to
have defused a potentially

explosive situation at
Thrasher Elementary
School.

The parents, who had

requested a meeting with
the board two weeks ago,
gathered in the court room
at the Prentiss County
Courthouse at 5 p.m.
Monday to air their

grievances to the school

_authorities.

Among the grievances
presented by the parents
were several complaints
about a fifth grade boy who
had reportedly made ob-
scene gestures and exposed
himself to girls in the first
three grades at the school.

Both Padgett and Mrs.
Cleveland said they were

aware of the problem.
Padgett said the boy had
been punished on a previous
occasion when he had been
caught. But on another
occasion the girl who had
accused him had sub-
sequently withdrawn her
accusation.

He said the boy was being
watched, but with over 200
children on the playground
and too few teachers to
watch them, it was not
possible to observe the boy’s
every move,

Another mother told of a
situation involving her son

and another boy on the
school bus., She said the
other boy had repeatedly
called her son “a dirty
name’’ for several mornings
straight. And, when her boy
finally stood up to his tor-
menter, he was thrown off
the bus, and eventually
paddled by Padgett.

The mother said that,
when she confronted
Padgett about the situation,
he became loud and abusive
to her.

“He told me how he ran
his school was none of my
business,”’ she said.

When Padgett denied the
accusation, the mother said
she had witnesses to the
incident. I didn’t want to go
over anybody's head. That’s
why I talked to Mr.
Padgett,” she said.

¢You've already gone
over somebody’'s head,”’
Padgett replied.

The meeting became a
shouting match between
Padgett and several
parents, culminating in an
accusation that such things
would not happen if Padgett
would do his job.

“I am doing my job,”

Meeting Helps Defuse Thrasher School Problems

Padgett responded.

Once Cain had calmed
everyone down, Padgett
admitted having lost his
temper while talking with
the mother about the
situation and said he *“‘might
have said” what she quoted
him as having said.

Cain assured the parents
that the handling of such
incidents at school was
indeed their business. Supt.
Cain also admitted it was
illegal for a bus driver to
eject a student from a bus,

(See Meeting, Page 3)

C.L.‘'RED’ SHELTON

Education Series

‘It’s Hard To Get Anywhere... Without Math And Science’

By ED WOODWARD
Managing Editor

“*Mississippi’'s education
package is being viewed as
the best package nation-
wide. And everybody in the
nation is looking at how
Mississippi is going to im-
plement all of the package’s
parts,” said Baldwyn High
School Principal C.L. “Red”

Shelton.

“At least that's what the
speakers were saying at a
seminar I attended last
summer,”’ Shelton said.

And Shelton feels that the
upgrading of math and
science courses should be at
the top of the priority list in
the implementation of the
package.

“It’s hard to get anywhere

today without math and
science,”” he said, pointing
out that some colleges have
already started tuition free
summer programs in math
and science, and are of-
fering advanced degrees in.
computer technology.
Agreeing that computers
will be a way of life for most
of the children now in his
charge, Shelton said that the

math would be needed to
establish a logic background
Jthat would enable them to
deal with computers.

“We have two computers,
one in this office, and one in
the gifted class. And I wish
we had a computer lab,” he
said. “We need to have a
computer lab because we
are not doing these kids
justice without one. When

they come out of school and
enter the job market,
they’re going to need some
basic knowledge of com-
puters.

“We have the space for
one. We just don't have the
money,” Shelton said. “It
would cost a lot of money.
But, then again, it's not a







