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Two File For

Rienzi Offices

Two people have filed qualifying papers to seek the
office of Rienzi mayor and alderman, according to
Rienzi Town Clerk Michelle Thomas.

Smith Benjamin has filed to run as Mayor and Mrs.
Louise Geno has filed to run as alderman.

Monday, Oct. 17, is the last day to qualify for those
positions.

The special election will be held Thursday, Oct. 27.

The post of Rienzi mayor became vacant after Danny
Lowrey resigned Sept. 22. Lowrey will assume duties as
county attorney in Alcorn County in January. He said
last week he foresaw possible conflicts between the
offices of county attorney, mayor, and his private law
practice.

NMPDD Board

Appoints Director

According to John Hanley, present director of the
Aging Division for the Northeast Mississippi Planning
and Development District, the NMPDD Board voted to
hire a new executive director at it's Oct. 3 meeting.

The new director, Eugene Taylor, is presently Tippah
County Superintendent of Education. Taylor replaces
Charles Spearman, whose resignation was accepted by
the Board at its Sept. 12 meeting.

Spearman had resigned following an Appalachian
Regional Commission audit of the NMPDD.

The Board had appointed Spearman’s administrative
assistant, Ms. Sadie Hardin, as interim director pending
its choice of a new permanent director.

“Mr. Taylor will probably start work most any time,’
Hanley said.

Reappraisers

Canvas Communities

Reappraisers are still canvassing in the Blackland and
Altitude communities, according to Prentiss County Tax
Assessor-Collector Danny Childers.

The reappraisal information that will be requested
from homeowners will include measurements of the
house, number of baths, type of heat, floor materials
(carpet or vinyl) and material on walls (paneling or
sheet rock).

If the homeowner is not home when the appraisers
arrive to get the information, the house will still be
measured, and a pre-printed, stamped card will be left
for the homeowner to fill out and mail.

Those gathering the reapapraisal information w1ll
have an identification card.

It will not be necessary for them to go inside the house,

County Receives
‘In Lieu’ Monies

Prentiss County has received $3,209 in federal funds
for ‘‘payments in lieu of taxes” for fiscal year 1983,
Congressman Jamie Whitten has announced.

The Department of Interior funds, which are
distributed to local governments to help offset the loss of
income from non-taxable federal property such as
National Forests, are payment for 4,541 acres of federal
land located within the County.

Congressman Whitten, chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee which provides funds for the
program, said that the payment helps the local govern-
ments make up for the loss of revenues that tax-exempt
federal property causes.

Elderly To Receive

Prescription Discount

Elderly citizens in Prentiss County are eligible to
receive a 10 percent discount on their prescription drugs
at most drug stores in Booneville,

The 10 percent discount is to be made to all the elderly
on prescription drugs on cash purchases or cash within
30 days.

The 10 percent discount began Saturday at the
following pharmacies: Foodway Pharmacy; Hills
Discount Drugs, Smith Drug Company, Davidson
Discount Pharmacy; Booneville Discount Drugs; Cox-
Blythe Drug Co., and Floyd Drug Co.

The discount was brought about by efforts of the
Public Affairs chairmen of the Prentiss County Retired
Teachers’ Assocation who approached the pharmacists
in Booneville recently concerning the discount.

Overcrowdlng At Thrasher School

Causes Concern Among Parents

By ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

A number of Thrasher.'

parents are expressing their
concern over what they say
are overcrowded
classrooms at their
elementary school.

One of those parents is
Mrs. Aaron Mize, who has a
child in the 5th grade at
Thrasher. ‘‘I understand
‘they have 55 students in the
5th grade. And it breaks my
heart, because I hear in the
news, and read in the papers
about all these schools that
have’ modern technology,
and computers, and all that.
And our children are

stacked in a classroom like

little toothpncks ! Mrs. Mize
said.

“I understand they are
separated once a day for

Bug Hunt At NEMJC

Last Thursday afternoon was the perfect time for Jim Lamb’s zoology class at Northeast
Junior College to accompany Northeast Mississippi Museum Director Doug Fleury on an insect
collecting expedition on the Northeast campus. As part of their zoology course, the students
were supplied with equipment and collecting strategies. Some 54 students collected insects
such as bumbiebees, wasps and butterflies. Most of these are mild-mannered insects -- until
they are caught. However, all the angry wasps and bumblebees were transferred to containers
without any accidents. Pictured are Debbie Wright and Glen Spencer as they ready an insect to
be placed in a container and John Fields, armed with net, stalking unsuspecting insects,
(Photos By Angela Smith)

their reading class. But the
rest of the day they are all

‘together in one room,” she

said.

Mrs. Mize said she has
talked to Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
Lex Cain, and to Dr. Ralph
Brewer, chairman of the
Department of Instructions
at the state Department of
Education in Jackson.

“‘Mr. Brewer told me
there are supposed to be no
more than 27 students in a
classroom. And he called
Mr. Cain, and told him I had
called. And Mr. Cain told
him they were working on
it,”” Mrs. Mize said.

She said when she con-
tacted Cain during the first
week of school, he said he
was not aware of the
problem, but that he would
‘“‘check into it, and work on

it.”

But, she said Monday, it
has now been three weeks
since she spoke to him, and
the problem remains the
same.

Mrs. Mize's attltude is not
one of complaint, but of
concern as to what she and
other parents can do to
alleviate the situation,

‘““‘We have some good
teachers at Thrasher. But
common sense tells us that
no teacher can teach and
control 55 students in a

. classroom,” she said.

Mrs. Mize said the ex-
planation given to Brewer
by Cain was a lack of money
for hiring another teacher.
“He said there were no state
funds, or local funds,” she
said. “But, when state law
sets a maximum of 27
students to a class, 1 don’t

el ’
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know how they can get away
with 55. That's a very good
question.” .

Mrs. Mize admitted that
she is the spokesperson for
an ‘‘unorganized”’ group of
parents. “Everybody is just
wringing their hands, and
trying to help their children,
and wondering what to do...
and not coming up with any
answers,’”’ she said.

Asked how she felt the
situation is affecting the
students, Mrs. Mize replied,
“My child has always liked
school, and has always been
ready to go. But she has
been very upset this year,
because there are a lot of
discipline problems in the
classroom.”

She said, though grade
cards have not yet been

(See Thrasher, Page 2)

New Action Taken

Thrasher Principal Harold Padgett said Wednesday
morning that the overcrowding problem has been
solved, The new action was apparently spurred by The
Banner-Independent’s investigation into the situation.

According to Padgett, the three overcrowded classes
have been further ‘departmentalized’ with the result
that the average number of students per class is now ‘‘no

more than 24."

“They (the state Department of Education) had told
me I could departmentalize. But, at that particular time
I didn’t ask. I just departmentalized,’” Padgett said.

*‘And what we came up with is six sections of kids. And
we’re shifting classes, which is going to mean they'll
have two study hall periods...
will meet state specifications,” he said.

Padgett said the negative point is that the students will
have to go to the high school for their study hall periods.
He said the students will now have seven perlods - five
teacher periods, and the two study halls, with a teacher
having to teach each subject twice, rather than once to a

full class,

which I don’t like, but it

Local Low Power TV Station Gets F CC Approval

Booneville’s  low-power
television station is closer to
reality with the Federal
Communications Com-
mission’s awarding of
broadcast permits for 23
such stations in a lottery
drawing last Thursday,
Sept. 29.

Among the Tlicenses
awarded in the lottery was
one to Free State Broad-
casting Inc., for operation of
Channel 53 in Booneville.

In January 1983, Vincent

Casey, a Laurel, Miss.
businessman and general
manager of Free State
Broadcasting Inc., told The
Banner-Independent of his
company’s application to the
FCC for a permit to con-
struct a low power TV
station in Booneville.

At the time, Casey
cautioned that there was no
way of predicting when
approval would come,
saying, “‘That’s between the
good Lord and the FCC.”

He said the FCC had a
backlog of applications for
low power TV stations,
causing approval to be long
in coming.

The FCC’s answer to that
backlog was a lottery
drawing to select 23 stations
from among 78 applicants in
16 states.

Using a plexiglass barrel
used by draft officials
during the Vietnam War, the
FCC decided in 50 minutes
what could have taken years

of hearings. And
Booneville’s Channel 53 was
one of the applicants win-
ning the luck of the draw.

According to Barbara A.
Kreisman, head of the FCC’s
low-power TV branch, her
agency and Congress see
low-power television as a
special opportunity for
minority groups and in-
dividuals without other
media interests to enter
broadcasting.

A low-power station, with
a range of 10 to 15 miles,
serves a smaller area than a
conventional TV station, and
is much cheaper to build.
One can be put on the air for
$100,000, or less, rather than
the millions of dollars
required for a conventional
station.

At the time of application,
Casey said Channel 53 would
operate with a transmitter
power of 100 watts. He

declined to discuss
programming, saying only
that his company had
‘“‘secured 18 hours of

programming.
“We have committed for
it, and it will be en-

tertaining. And, we are
going to be community
minded,” he said.

As of press time, Casey
could not be reached for
comment on the awarding of
Channel 53's license.

Education
‘At Some Point, We Lowered Our Standards’

The following is the first in
a series of articles in which
principals in
County take a look at the
education system.

By ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

“Education is a topic that
we've been discussing in
Mississippi for years -- not
just for the last year or so,”
said Booneville High School
Principal Mac Curlee,

Prentiss .

“And I think when the
(State) legislature passed
House Bill Number Four,
Mississippi stepped to the
forefront as far as taking
some steps to upgrade
education, and being more

 positive about education in
seeing the long range results

of what a good, sound
education can do for a
person, and what it can do
for the state,” Curllt_ee said.

“So I feel that House Bill
Four is going to bring about

some changes in Mississippi
in education that we haven’t
seen in quite a while...some
needed changes.”

Curlee admitted that the
legislation is going to
require work from everyone
- teachers, administrators,
students, and parents -- if it
is going to accomplish what
Gov. Winter is striving for.

And he agreed that one of
the biggest challenges
presently facing Mississippi
educators is  student

motivation.

‘“It’s a problem. With
some students you don't
have any problem as far as
motivation. But I would say
the largest percentage of
teachers worry about how to
motivate students,” he said.

“There are a lot of ways
you can reach kids. You just
don’t know which way will
work. It might be athletics.
It might be band, or chorus.
You just don’t know when
you get a kid here what

interests he's going to have.

“There are some kids
whose only reason for being
in school is that they enjoy
playing football, or
basketball. There are some
kids who enjoy band. For
different reasons, there are
a lot of things that we have
going on here -- ex-
tracirricular activities --
that can be a kid’s only

(See Curlee, Page 14)
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