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Rienzi Mayor Sheriff Files Answers To Lawsuits

Resigns Post

Rienzi is without a mayor, at least for the time being.
Rienzi Mayor Danny Lowrey resigned effective Sept.
2

Lowrey, who was recently elected as County Attorney
in Alcorn County, says he foresaw possible conflicts
between the offices of county attorney and mayor and
his private law practice.

Also since the town is minus one alderman, an election
was already scheduled to be held Thursday, Oct. 27.
Lowrey said since this election would be held he decided
to resign at this time in order to save the town money
from having two elections.

Although he will no longer be serving in the capacity of
mayor, Lowrey will not be altogether out of Rienzi
politics. He will be attorney for the Rienzi board of
aldermen. And, he added, he will still continue to reside
in Rienzi and take part in community affairs.

“I hated to resign,” Lowrey said Tuesday. ‘‘The
people of Rienzi have been very good to me. But I feel
like if I'm going to do a good job as county attorney I
could not split the time between the two offices. I felt it
wotlld be better for the town to have another mayor.”

As of Tuesday morning, Rienzi town clerk Michelle
Thomas said no one had qualified for either office of
mayor or alderman.

Shooting Death
Ruled ‘Self-Inflicted’

The death of 16-year-old Jackie Johnson of Route 6,
Booneville, who was found shot once in the head with a
.22 caliber pistol, has been ruled as self-inflicted, ac-
cording to Prentiss County Coroner James Horn.
Johnson was found dead on a gravel road Aug. 29 by a
school bus driver about a half mile from the boy’s home
near Cairo.

The autopsy report stating that the shot was self-
inflicted was received last week, Horn said Wednesday
morning.

The case is closed unless further evidence develops,
Horn said.

Flu Vaceine -

Will Be Available

The Prentiss County Health Department will be giving
flu vaccines from 8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. on the following
days: Monday, Oct. 3; Tuesday, Oct. 4; Monday, Oct. 10;
and Tuesday, Oct. 11. The cost will be $4.

The flu vaccine will be given on a first come, first
serve basis, according to Mrs. Mabel Nelson, coor-
dinating nurse at the Prentiss County Health Depart-
ment.

Following these dates, if there is any flu vaccine left it
will be given by appointment only, she said.

Unemployment
Is 12.2 Percent

Mississippi’s unemployment rate dropped to 12.2
percent in August, a decrease of one and three-tenths of
a percentage point compared to July’s revised jobless
rate of 135 percent, according to Mississippi
Employment Security Commission Executive Director
Cohen Robertson. Last year's August unemployment
rate was 11.5 percent.

The 12.2 percent unemployment rate for the state was
higher than the 9.2 percent national rate for August.
MESC figures showed 128,700 unemployed and 928,500
employed out of a civilian labor force of 1,057,200. The
initial unemployment insurance claims totalled 15,270 in
August.

Sixty-two of the state’s 82 counties had unemployment
rates of 10.0 percent or higher in August. Of that number,
four counties had unemployment rates of 20.0 percent or
above.

Cochrah’s Staff
To Visit City

U.S. Senator Thad Cochran is dispatching his mobile
office staff to Prentiss, Alcorn and Tishoming counties
on Wednesday, Oct. 5. i

The Senator’s mobile office staff will be at the Prentiss
County Courthouse in Booneville at 9: 30 a.m., the Alcorn
County Courthouse in Corinth at 11 a.m., and the
Tishomingo County Courthouse in Iuka at 1:30 p.m. on
Oct. 5.

Citizens who wish to discuss an issue before the 98th
Congress, or who may have a problem with a federal
agency, are invited to stop by and discuss their concerns
with Senator Cochran’s mobile office staff. Those per-
sons interested should contact the Chancery Clerk's
office for exact location at the courthouse in their
respective area.

The visits Oct. 5 to Booneville, Corinth and Iuka are
part of the mobile office program Senator Cochran
initiated to help provide constituent service to citizens at
the local level in Mississippi's 82 counties.

Earlier in the day, Senator Cochran will conduct a
“Washington Classroom" program via telephone from
his Capitol Hill office with students at Booneville High
School. The Senator and the students will engage in a
question and answer discussion on issues before
Congress and the nation.

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Booneville attorneys
Thomas Keenum and Greg
Keenum who are
representing Prentiss
County Sheriff John Me-
Cauley in three lawsuits
recently brought against the
sheriff, have filed answers
to the lawsuits asking that
all three suits be dismissed.

The first lawsuit was filed

in Prentiss County Circuit
Court against the sheriff by
the family of Jerry Wayne
Lewis for the amount of
$500,000.

Lewis was shot and killed
in a family argument Aug. 4.
The lawsuit claimed Lewis’
death ‘‘was caused or
contributed to by the
negligent acts of his em-
ployees for failing to fulfill
the duties of his office as
Sheriff of Prentiss County.”

The suit claimed that on or
about Aug. 3, ‘‘numerous
members of Lewis’ family
repeatedly telephoned and
made personal reports to the
sheriff and his employees
regarding drinking,
fighting, threats and other
breaches of the peace which
were taking place between
two the deceased’s brothers
who lived in his immediate
neighborhood.”

The suit claims Lewis and

his family made repeated
efforts to summeon the
sheriff and his deputies to
arrest the brothers ‘‘to avoid
further breaches of the
peace which were being
threatened by them.”
However, in the answer to
the complaint, McCauley
denies that he ever received
a ‘“‘telephone call on the date
of the death of Jerry Wayne
Lewis or that he had any
knowledge any such calls or
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reports regarding any
misconduct by the
deceased.”

The sheriff denies further
charges in the lawsuit and
asked that the court dismiss
the complaint.

The second lawsuit, for
$75,000, was filed against the
sheriff in federal court in
Aberdeen by a former
prisoner, Terry Shannon,
who claims he was denied
medical attention while

Mrs. Lambert:

AFTERMATH - Hubert H. Lambert, 46, a registered
nurse employed in the emergency room at Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Booneville, was killed Wednesday night of last
week when his 1974 Buick Century collided with a 1980 Dodge
Van driven by William E. Franks, 17, of Route 1, Marietta.
The accident occurred about 11:30 p.m. when the two
vehicles met headon in a curve on East Church Street near
the East Booneville Pentecostal Church. According to the

police accident repert, Lambert was traveling east when his
car swerved into the west-bound lane striking the van. The
Pooneyille Fire Depariment used the Jaws of Life to ex-
tracate Franks*from the van. He was taken to iaptist
Hospital for treatment of injuries. A passenger in the van,
11-year-old Ivan Nash, apparently escaped serious injury.
In the photo above, coroner James Horn leans in the window
of Lambert’s car to examine the scene of the accident.

Blackland W ater

Association Board Resigns ‘En Masse’

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

The entire Blackland
Water Association Board of
Directors has resigned at
the organization’s first
“annual’’ meeting since
1979.

At the meeting, held
Monday night, Sept. 17,

board members Shirley
Parham, Almus Calvery,
Will Moore, Robert Kelly,
and Lynn Coats all sub-
mitted their resignations.

According to BWA at-
torney John Hatcher and
association Secretary
Charles Brown, the board
members gave no reason at
the meeting for their

resignation.

Though former board
president Will Moore could
not be reached for comment,
former members Shirley
Parham and Robert Kelly
both insisted the old board
simply felt it was time for a
change.

‘““We had all been on there
for several years. And we

i

just decided to let somebody
else handle it awhile,” Ms.
Parham said. “There are
quite a few headaches in-
volved.,” she explained.

Ms. Parham confirmed
that the association had not
been holding regular annual
meetings as called for in the

(See Association, Page 2)

Community Fund Drive Is Short

The Prentiss County
Community Fund drive is
short of its goal in its 1983-84
fund drive, according. to
Community Fund President
Sam Milton. ‘

The Community Fund’s
requirement for this year is
$28,495, Milton said. But the
total amount pledged is only
$23,382, down $4,745.67 from
last years pledges, and

$5,112.80 short of this year’s
goal. '

At an emergency meeting
of Community Fund
workers, held in the People’s
Bank’s Hospitality Room,
Miiton solicited suggestions
on ways to raise the money.

“We are faced with the
decision of hew to raise this
money in order to meet the
needs of the agencies we

support,” Milton said. __ .

‘“We have contacted
contributors on our
solicitation list,”” he said.
‘“There have been cut-backs
in giving in all areas. And
the questions are: Do we
want to make an additional
drive in October; or do we
want to cut the agency
allocations?

“There is a strong feeling

Head Start Classes Meet In
Former Elementary School

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter .

Booneville Head Start has
begun its second week of
classes in the former
elementary school building
«n South Bryant Street.

According to Gwen
Gentry, area director for
MAP Inc, the sponsoring
agency for the local Head
Start program, the mowve has
been a relatively smiboth
one, though she admitted
there have been a few
problems.

“We did have some leaks
in the cafeteria roof,’’ she
said. “I believe there were
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about four.”

Asked what advantages
the elementary school would
offer over the program'’s
former facilities, Ms.
Gentry said, ‘It is so much
better I almost can’t
describe it.

“It’s nice for a teacher to
have her own classroom,”
she said. “‘In our old building
they had to kind of plan their
activities together. If one
teacher was planning a quiet
activity, then the other
teachers had to do the
same.”’

Miss Gentry explained
that former Head Start

~ clagsesere all held in one

large room with no walls
separating classes.

“We are attempting to do
something about the leaks in
the cafeteria,” Ms. Gentry
said. *“In fact, Miss
(Earlene) Taylor is having a
parent meeting tomorrow
night (Tuesday, Sept. 27)
and she is going to talk to
them about some fund
raising projects that we can
do. We had thought about
maybe a spaghetti supper to
start off with.

“We can’t depend on MAP
to do all the improvements
around here,”’ she said.

(See Head Start, Page 2)

that to cut agency’s
allocations would severely
damage their programs in
Prentiss County,” Milton
cautioned.

“Most surrounding United
Fund drives have not been
successful in the past two
years,” he admitted. *“This
is an economic problem, but

(See Fund, Page 2)

incarcerated in the county
jail.

In the answer to this
complaint the sheriff denies
the allegation that Shannon
“was under mental pressure
which caused him to do
harm to himself”’ -- such as
cutting himself on the arms.
Shannon’s suit claimed that
after that episode the sheriff
refused to allow him tosee a

(See Sheriff, Page 3)

Legalization Effort

Will Continue
Despite Accident

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

Despite the death of her
husband Hubert Lambert in
an auto accident last
Wednesday night, Sept.21,
Mrs. Sukey Lambert said
she will continue to lead the
campaign for the sale of
alcoholic beverages in both
the City of Booneville and
Prentiss County.

“Things will go along just
as Hubert and I started
them,” Mrs. Lambert said.

She said she hoped op-
ponents would not attempt to
use her hushand’s death to
their advantag.:.

“I'm sure rumors are
rampant, because when
something does happen...
You know, so little does
happen, that when
something does happen, a
big thing is made of it.

“But I don’t know what
happened at the accident. I
was not home. And it’s my
understanding that no one
knows for sure what hap-
pened,” she said.

“But, one thing, the
preacher who came out so
strongly against us to start
with ended up one of my
husband’s best friends,”
Mrs. Lambert said. ‘‘And,
through that, I have more
respect. He has just become
dear to us.

“Though we're going to go
on with our work, it still has
caused us to have good
friends. Positive things can
come out of anything,” she
said.

“But, we are going ahead,
and we are going to work as
if Hubert were still with us,
because he will be there with
us one way or the other,”
Mrs. Lambert said.

The Lamberts had headed
up a group that circulated
two petitions, one calling for
a referendum on the sale of
beer and wine in the City of

Booneville; the other calling
for a referendum on the sale
of beer, wine, and liguor in
Prentiss County.

The city petition was
presented to the Booneville
Board of Aldermen by the
group’s attorney, Thomas
Comer, at its Sept. 5
meeting. The county petition
was submitted to the Board
of Supervisors on Sept. 12

After certifying that the
signatures on the county
petition comprise 20 percent.
of the registered voters, the
Board of Supervisors has
recomirended that the issue
be included in the November
slection on a separate ballot,
which would be collected in
separate ballot boxes, but
counted by regular election
workers.

Though this  would
technically be considered to
be a special election, the
only extra cost wouid be the
printing of the special ballot,
according to a spokesman
for the board.

According to Assistant
State Attorney General W.D.
Coleman, state law requires
a special election for con-
sideration of the city issue,
and it cannot be included in
the November general
election.

In an interview with The
Banner-Independent two
days before his fatal ac-
cident, Hubert Lambert had
described the wet-dry issues
as economic, rather than
moral, citing tax dollars he
said were being lost to Lee
County, and the potential
loss of business from
tourists passing through
Prentiss County on their
way to the 1984 World's Fair
in New Orleans.

He said his and Mrs.
Lambert’s only purpose in
circulating the petitions was
to allow county and city
residents the opportunity to
vote on-the issue.

STORY TIME -- Trina Davis, teaching aide in Miss Earlene Taylor's Unit 4 class at

Booneville Head Start, reads a story to some enthralled pre-schoolers. (Photo by Ed
Woodward)







