‘Dedicated To The People And Progress Of Prentiss County Since 1898’

Che Banner - Independent

Vi;lur_'he 86 Number 30

Booneville, Mississippi

Thursday, September 22, 1983

Phone 728-6214

32 Pages

25 Cents

Roundup

Blackland, Altitude
To Be Reappraised

Reappraisers will be canvassing in the Blackland and
Altitude communities next week, according to Prentiss
County Tax Collector-Assessor Danny Childers.

The reappraisal information that will be requested
from homeowners will include measurements of the
house, number of baths, type of heat, floor materials
(carpet or vinyl) and material on walls (paneling or
sheet rock).

If the homeowner is not home when the appraisers
arrive to get the information, the house will still be
measured, and a pre-printed, stamped card will be left
for the homeowner to fill out and mail.

Terry Cartwright, an employee in the local tax
assessor’'s office and a certified appraiser, will be
working in the Blackland community next week.

Kent Brown, who works for Donald Ford Inc., the firm
handling the county’s reappraisal, will begin working in
the Altitude community next week. Brown will also be
training two other employees, Childers said.

Those gathering the reappraisal information will have
an identification card. :

It will take the appraisers about 5-10 minutes to gather
their information and it will not be necessary for the
appraisers to go inside the house.

Discount For Elderly
Offered By Druggists

Elderly citizens in Prentiss County will be eligible to
receive a 10 percent discount on their prescription drugs
at most drug stores in Booneville beginning Oct. 1.

The Public Affairs chairmen of the Prentiss County
Retired Teachers’ Association approached the phar-
macists in Booneville recently concerning the 10 percent
discount, according to Macon Griffith, reporter for the
retired teachers’ association.

The 10 percent discount is to be made to all the elderly
on prescription drugs on cash purchases or cash within
30 days, she said.

The 10 percent discount will begin Oct. 1 at the
following pharmacies: Foodway Pharmacy; Hills
Discount Drugs, Smith Drug Company, Davidson

Cox-Blythe Drug Co. Inc.

Welfare Dep artment
To Distribute Cheese

The Prentiss County Welfare Department will
distribute cheese, butter and flour to food stamp and
Medicaid recipients and low income persons who meet
the elibility standards Friday, Sept. 30, beginning at 7:30
a.m. at the Prentiss County Welfare Department.

to fill out an application at the county welfare depart-
ment, according to Prentiss County Welfare Director
Joe Hill. The worker will use the application to deter-
mine if he is eligible to receive the commodities.

To prevent confusion and long lines, an application for
commodities needs to be filled out several days before
the actual distribution of commodities.

Each family will receive one block of cheese, two
pounds of butter and five pounds of flour.

The commodities will be distributed on a first come,
first serve basis, Hill said.

Aquatic Center

To Be Dedicated

The Gaye Roden Carr Aquatic Center will be formally
dedicated during ceremonies on the Northeast Junior
College campus, Thursday, Sept. 29, at 11:30 a.m,

Opened for student use at the beginning of the fall

donations to the College Development Foundation in
memory of the late Mrs. Carr, a 1965 alumnus of Nor-
theast.

Contributions were made by Mrs. Carr’s parents, Mr,
and Mrs. E.O. Roden of Booneville; her husband,
Emmett Carr; their children, Melody, Jason and
Rosemary; her uncle, Zane D. Roden; and affiliated
enterprises of Mr. and Mrs. E.O. Roden.

The heated, eight-lane pool is 25 meters long and
contains auxiliary space for dressing rooms, lockers,
office space, restrooms and classrooms. It is located
south of the campus tennis courts anad northeast of
Murphy Hall on College Street. :

Public Hearing Set
For City Budget

The City of Booneville will hold a public hearing
Friday, Sept. 30, at 10 a.m. in the City Hall, 302 N. Main
St., for the purpose of hearing written comments from
the public conerning the proposed annual budget for
fiscal year 1983-84 and the use of revenue sharing funds
as contained in the proposed budget. .

General revenue sharing (GRS) is a program of

state and local governments with only Imited federal
requirements about how the money should be ‘'spent,
according to City Clerk June Hutcheson.

All interested citizens, groups, senior citizens and
organizations representing the interests of senior
 citizens are encouraged to attend and to submit com-

ments, she said.
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semester, the $200,000 plys facility was made possible by -

general fiscal support from the federal government to :

Beer, Wine May Not Be

Liquor Question May Be On Ballot

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

A petition requesting a
referendum on the sale of

. alcoholic beverages, in-

cluding liquor, in Prentiss
County has been certified,
according to 2nd District
Supervisor Jimmy Moore.

“We (the Prentiss County
“Board of Supervisors) have
passed it on to the election
commission, and it will
probably be on the

" November ballot,” -Moore

Best Seat In The House

said,

Tommy Comer, attorney
for the petitioners, had told
city officials he planned to
withdraw a similar petition
which was submitted to the
Booneville board of alder-
men on Sept. 6 requesting a
referendum on beer and
wine sales within the city.
However, according to City
Clerk June Hutchison,
Comer has since informed
the city that the petition will
not be withdrawn.

Regardless, Ms. Hut-

What better way to watch a football game than nestled in
mom’s lap with a bag of popcorn? That’s the way this
youngster was enjoying Friday night's game between

Completion Date Revised

chison said it will not be
possible to place the city
referendum on the
November ballot. ““There
will have to be a special
election,” she said.

“First, the election
commission will have to
meet, and purge the books,
and certify that there are
enough names on the
petition. Then, it will be
presented back to the board,
and they will take action if
there are enough signatures,
and set the date for the

election,”” Ms. Hutchison
said.

She said that action will
probably take place at the
board’s October meeting.
“‘But there’s no way it can be
placed on the November
ballot along with the county
referendum,” she said.

Hubert and Sukey Lam-

- bert, spokespersons for the

petitioners, had told The

Banner-Independent on
Monday, Sept. 19, that they
had no intention of with-
drawing the city petition.

Booneville and Kossuth in Keenum Stadium at Northeast
Junior College. (Photo by Suzann Sims)

Confirming that he and his
wife, Sukey, are heading up
the group petitioning for
both referendums, Hubert
Lambert said "that any
questions regarding the
placing of the city issue on
the November ballot have
been raised by city officials,
and not by his group.

He also said such with-
drawal would not be
Comer’s decision, as he is
simply the legal advisor for
the petitioners.

At the time the petition

was submitted to the board,
Comer had pointed out that
one reason for the timing of
that submission was the-
group’s hope that the issue
could be placed on the
November ballot. .

“The only reason Mr.
Comer had said he might
withdraw the petition at this
time was the city board's
feeling that the issue could
probably not be put on the
November ballot. But this is

(See Liquor, Page 2)

County Board
OK’s Budget |
Of $3.1 Million

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors has
approved a budget totaling
$3.1 million for the coming
fiscal year.

Last year's budget was
approximately $3 million as
compared to $2.6 million for
the 1982 fiscal year.

The total tax levy is 90
mils.for districts 5, 92 mils
for Districts, 1, 2 and 4 and

93 mils for disiiict 3.

. Last year’s tax levy was
91.5 mils for districts 1, 2, 3
and 4 and 89.5 mils for
district 5.

The general county budget
shows a total of $1,338.740.65
in disbursements from the
general fund, an increase of
about $30,920 from last
year's general budget
allocation of $1,307.820. The
1982 pgeneral county fund
was $1,008.630.

Revenue sharing funds
total $324,163, the same as
last year.

Funds for reappraisal of
the county are $133,500.

Budget figures for road
work in each district, as well

as revenue sharing and debt
service figures are as
follows: i1st  district,
$215,500; 2nd district,
$242,100; 3rd district,
$250,000; 4th  district,
$219,400; and 5th district;
$232,300.

Last year's figures for
road work in the districts
were: 1st district, $186,189;
2nd district, $180,180; 3rd:
district, $258,266; 4th
district, $267,189; and 5th
districi, $i99,899.

Most divisions in the
general fund show increases
from last year's budget
allocations.

The sheriff's office has
been allocated $205,000 for
the coming fiscal year. Last
year’s budget was $194,119.
However, this is still less
than the $352,402 figure
requested by Sheriff John
McCauley. (The figure the
sheriff requested included
the purchase of four new
patrol cars).

Only seven divisions in the
general budget will receive
less money than last year.
Sanitation and waste will

(See Budget, Page 12)

Local Hospital Construction Ahead Of Schedule

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

The completion date for
construction at Baptist
Memorial Hospital has been
revised, according to Ad-
ministrator John Tompkins.

“Originally, the beds were

Queen Becky

to be available in January of
*85. And the beds will now be
available in October of '84,”
Tompkins said, adding that
the new completion date is
contingent on such things as
the weather.

“We are ahead of schedule
at this point. And the effort

Thrasher High School’s first football homecoming queen
Becky Sanders is escorted from the field by Kevin Bullard
following ceremonies during the Thrasher-Mooreville game
last Thursday night. For more pictures of the court, see
Sports Plus inside today’'s Banner-Independent. (Photo by
Scott McKinney) ‘

that has been put forth at
this time is to get the
building out of the ground, so
to speak, so that con-
struction can go on during
the Winter months,” he said.

Construction plans at the
hospital call for demolition
of A and B wings, and

construction of a new 3-story
addition on the west side of
the hospital between the
remaining building and U.S.
45, followed by a compiete
renovation of the remaining
structure,

At present, A-wing has
been demolished, and

construction of the new
addition has begun.

The project, which is
expected to cost between $5
and $5-1 million, is being
paid for by Baptist
Memorial Hospital in
Memphis, which leased the
Booneville hospital in 1981

for a 25 year period. No local
tax money is involved.

In the process of the
renovation, the hospital will
lose 15 beds, lowering its
capacity from a current 136
beds to 121 beds.

(See Hospital, Page'2)

Recertification Approved For
Planning & Development District

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

After a review of in-
formation provided by its
board of directors, recer-
tification of the Northeast
Mississippi Planning and
Development District has
been jointly approved by the
state director of the Ap-
palachian Regional Com-
mission and the director of
the state Office of Federal-
State Programs.

. According to Rich Haydel,
interim director of the State
Department of Planning and
Policy, the decision was
made Friday, Sept. 16, after
the two directors had spent
most of three days
reviewing information
provided by the District’s
board on Tuesday, Sept. 13.

The information had been

provided by the board in
response to an earlier letter
from Ann H. Cook, director
of the Governor’s Office of
Federal-State  Programs.
Included in the information
were the minutes of the

board’s Monday, Sept. 12, ’

executive session meeting
reported in last week's issue
of The Banner-Independent.

At that meeting, the board
had discussed criticisms of
the district’s handling of
grant funds voiced by Ms.
Cook .and ARC Director of
Finance and Administration
Ken Shepard at a meeting in
Jackson on Sept. 14.

The board -had also ac-
cepted the resignation of
Executive Director Charles
Spearman, appointed Sadie
Hardin as interim director,
and voted to advertise for a
new director.

Spearman had been the
center of a controversy
caused by an ARC audit of
the district prompted by an
anonymous letter received
by the ARC last Spring.

That letter contained
pages from a 1981 State
audit which revealed that

approximately $5,000 in -

money paid by the district to
the duplicating department
at NEMJC had never been
received by the college, but
had been placed in a special
checking account by the
department’s head, Dr.
James Rhodes, and funneled
back to Spearman in various
ways.

The subsequent ARC audit
of the district uncovered
approximately $15,000 in
questioned expenses that
must now be repaid to the
ARC.

Haydell said the board’s
actions at last week’s
meeting were seen by the
two directors as positive
indications that the board
realizes the seriousness of
the situation, and is in-
terested in providing better
service to the district.

Haydel said a letter was
prepared on Friday Sept. 18
informing board president
JM. ‘Flick’ Ash of the
decision, and commending
the board for its actions,

With the decision will
come reinstatement of
federal funds withheld by
the ARC until the NMPDD
had satisfied certain
requirements, one of which
was Spearman’s
resignation.

The district must now

(See NMPDD, Page 2)






