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City Receives

| $26,500 Grant

The Department of Interior, National Park Service,
has approved a $26,500 grant to be used for im-
- provements at the Booneville City Park.

This is a matching grant, according to R.G. Houston,
" park commissioner. The city will have to match this
grant money with the same amount of funds, he said.

The money will be used to build a new tennis court,
convert the present tennis court into a multi-purpose
court, and to build a jogging track around the old park,
Houston said.

No date has been set for construction of the new
facilities, he said.

Three Qualify
‘For Constable

Tommy Smith, who won the democratic primary in
the race for 5th district constable, will face three in-
dependent candidates in the November general election.

Billy D. Strickland and Doyle King have qualified by
. petition to seek election as 5th district constable. Johnny
. Mock was the first independent candidate to qualify by
- petition for 5th district constable. ;

Friday, Sept. 9, was the last day independent can-
didates could qualify for the November election.

- Two Qualify For
‘School Board

Gerald Rowland and Johnny H. Shook have qualified
by petition to seek election as a member of the Prentiss
County School Board in the 5th district.

There are now three men seeking election to that
position. Mackie D. Holder, who is currently serving as
school board member, qualified earlier.

County To Receive
Community Grant

Prentiss County will receive $289,250 under the
statewide category of the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program for improvements to and
the purchase of new equipment for the county sanitary
landfill, Gov. William Winter announced.

This project includes 2.6 miles of paved access road
and the purchase of a landfill compactor.

“] am pleased to announce that Prentiss County is a
recipient of these funds that will be used to help develop
and benefit low to moderate income areas in com-
munitities throughout the state,” Winter said.

The CDBG program is administered by the Depart-
ment of Community Development, Governor’s Office of
'Federal-State Programs.

Unemployment Is
At 14.1 Percent

Prentiss County’s unemployment rate for July is
estimated at 14.1 percent, as compared to 14.5 percent in
June, according to Job Service in Corinth,

Area county rates of unemployment were estimated as
follows: Alcorn, 21.5 percent; Tippah, 12.3 percent; and
Tishomingo, 18.6 percent.

The unemployment rate in the four-county area
consisting of Prentiss, Alcorn, Tippah and Tishomingo
counties was estimated to be 17.0 percent, compared to
16.7 percent in June and 13.4 percent in July, one year
ago.

The total civilian labor force for the four-county area
for July was estimated to be 48,570, an increase of 580-
over last month and 40 above the July 1982, estimate.

An estimated 40,200 individuals were employed at mid-
July, an increase of 330 over June, but 1,750 below the
July 1982, figure.

" The number of persons unemployed rose to 8,280 at
mid-month. This represents an increase of 250 over the
month and an increase of 1,790 over the year.

A total of 14,640 workers were employed in
manufacturing industries at mid-July, 260 above the
previous estimate and 270 above that of one year ago.

Although there were several small increases, the
largest monthly and yearly increase was noted in
electrical machinery. Nonmanufacturing employment
was estimated to be about 150 below the June figure and
760 below the July 1982, estimate, with construction
experiencing the largest decline.

Food Stamp

Training Sessions

The Prentiss County Welfare Department will be
conducting traning sessions for selected food stamp
households who have to comply with monthly reporting,
a federal requirement.

Recipients who have to attend will be notified through
letters. If a person cannot attend, he should notify the
Prentiss County Welfare Department at 728-6072.

Monthly reporting requires certain food stamp
households to make monthly reports to the county
welfare department on their income and circumstances.

Another Lawsuit Filed Against Sheritf

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

A $100,000 lawsuit was
filed against Prentiss
County Sheriff John Mec-
Cauley, his bonding com-
pany, and his ex-deputy,
Hubert Kitchens, in Federal
Court in Aberdeen on Aug. 30
by a former prisoner, Larry
Carpenter.

This is the third lawsuit
filed against McCauley
recently. All three lawsuits

Work Is Progressing

together are asking for
damages in the amount of
$675,000.

The lawsuit filed by
Carpenter, of Route 86,
Booneville, claims that on or
about Dec. 8, 1982, he was
riding in an automobile with
Deputy Kitchens' father.

The suit states:

Carpenter and the deputy’s
father were drinking. The
deputy sheriff, apparently.
upset that his father was
drinking, stopped Carpenter

“Both

and the deputy’s father and
abused the plaintiff (Car-
penter) causing him grave
injuries including a broken
leg and seizures precipated
by blows to the head.”

The suit further claims
that “thereafter, the deputy
sheriff carried Carpenter to
the county jail, locked him in
a cell and refused to allow
him medical attention
despite Carpenter’s begging
for this medical attention.”

“Furthermore,”” the suit

s

An unattended bulldozer gives silent testimony to the construction work now underway at
Baptist Memorial Hospital in Booneville. One wing of the old Northeast Mississippi
Hospital has already been torn down and another is yet to go to make way for the con-
struction of a new patient wing. The sections of the present facility that will not be

Commission Says

states, ‘“‘the plaintiff was
kept confined in the jail
suffering his excruciating
injuries for a period of 26
hours, the defendants thus
violating his statutory and
United States constitutional
amendment 14 and 8th right
to make bail.”

The suit states that
Carpenter, “‘by reason of the
defendant’s wrongful ac-
tions has suffered damages
including seizures, a broken
leg, injuries to his head,

injuries to his body, the
undergoing of surgery,
medical bills, hospital bills,
loss of income, loss of
learning capacity, and pain
and suffering.”

Carpenter asks for ‘“‘at
least” $100,000 in actual and
punitive damages.

Sheriff McCauley fired
Kitchens and another deputy
in January after the two
deputies announced their
intentions to run for sheriff
in the election. Both the

sheriff and Kitchens were
defeated in their bid for
sheriff. Kitchens is
presently employed at the
Booneville Police Depart-
ment.

On July 28, a $75,000
lawsuit was filed in Federal
Court in Aberdeen by
another former prisoner,
Terry Shannon, claiming he
was denied medical at-
tention while incarcerated in

(See Sheriff, Page 3)

demolished are expected to be completely remodeled in the project which is expected to
cost almost $6 million. The project will take 214 to 3 years to complete, hospital officials

estimate.

Police Officer Cannot Serve As Judge

Apparently unaware that
William (Willie) Anderson is
no longer a Booneville police
officer, the State Com-
mission on Judicial Per-

formance has recommended .

that the State Supreme
Court remove Anderson
from office as a justice court
judge if he remains a
policeman.

The recommendation
comes two weeks late,

Anderson, who was

defeated in the August

runoff election for justice
court judge of the Northern
District of Prentiss County,
reportedly failed to report
for duty on the Booneville
Police force one night during
the last week in August.

According to a police
department spokesman, this
was not the first such oc-
curance for Anderson. He
was suspended from duty
pending the September
meeting of the Booneville
Board of Aldermen. But, on
Aug. 25, Anderson submitted
his resignation from the
police department, and

signed papers withdrawing
his pension.

Anderson still serves as
justice court judge for the
Prentiss County 5th District
until the expiration of his
term in office Dec. 31, 1983.

He was a five-year
veteran of the Booneville

(See Judge, Page 2)

Sheriff-Elect: ‘No One Has Been Hired’

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Although rumors persist

concerning who the newly

elected Prentiss County
Sheriff, W.V. Horn, will hire
as his staff when he takes
office in January, Horn says

no one has been hired as of
yet.

*“The public has hired me
a bunch of them,'* Horn said
last week. “But nothing is
certain yet. I am looking at
some people real.close. But
no one has been hired. I've
got four months to consider

it and I'm not in any hurry."

Horn, the man who won
the sheriff’s post over 16
other contenders, says that
running for sheriff has been
in the back of his mind for
four years.

“I believe when I take
office in January I can help

slow down the theft and drug
traffic in Prentiss County.
We can't stop it all but I
think we can help the
problem.”

However, Horn declines to
elaborate on future plans

(See Horn, Page 3)

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

Local attorney Tommy
Comer, who submitted a
petition requesting a
referendum on the sale of
beer and wine in the city to
the board of aldermen at
their Sept. 6 meeting, has
expressed a desire to with-
draw the petition, ac-
cording to Mayor Charles
Crabb.

“All I know is that he
came in (to City Hall) the
next morning (Sept. 7) and
verbally said he wanted to
withdraw it,”’ Mayor

Attorney Seeks
To Withdraw Beer,

Wine Petition

Crabb said.

“Officially they haven't
submitted a written with-
drawal on it yet,”” he said.
“The petition has been
filed with the City, of
course. And I think that, in
order for them to withdraw
it, it would have to be in
writing.”

Mayor Crabb said he
thought the withdrawal
request was prompted by
the problems connected
with placing a city issue on
a county ballot. He pointed
out that, at the time Comer

(See Beer, Page 3)

NMPDD Adpvertises For New Director

State Office Tells District
To ‘Get Act Together’

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

The response by the board
of directors of the Northeast
Mississippi Planning and
Development District to a
letter from the Governor's

Office of Federal - State

Programs, which was to
have been delivered in
person by Wednesday,
Sept.7, was a day late in

. being delivered, according

to Rich Haydell, interim
director of the State
Department of Planning and

Policy.

Haydell said the package
containing the response was
delivered on Thursday, Sept.
8, and a meeting was held
between the affected parties

on that afternoon.

““We met for a couple of
hours, and Ann Cook
(director of the Office of
Federal-State  Programs)
and Ken Shepard (director
of Finance and Ad-
ministration for the Ap-
palachian Regional Com-
mission) carried most of the
discussion,” Haydell said.

“There were two (NMPD-
D) Board members, Mr,
(James) Cagle and Mr.
(Jimmy) Moore, their at-
torney Thomas Keenum,
their accountant Kermit
Jones, Ms. (Sadie) Hardin,
their interim director, and
Mr, (John) Hanley
representing the District.

‘““We discussed some
concerns with them, based
on the response they gave
us. And they will be
reporting back to their

(See State, Page 2)

District’s Board Meets
To Discuss State Criticisms

BY ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

The Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
.District board of directors
met Monday, Sept. 12, to
discuss criticisms of the
board's operation voiced by
the Governor’s Office of
Federal-State Programs
and the Appalachian
Regional Commission at a
Sept. 8 meeting in Jackson.

The meeting in the Alumni
Room of the Frank Haney
Union building on the

NEMJC campus began at
2:05 with Board Chairman
J.M. “Flick” Ash presiding.
And, after the invocation by
James Triplett and a call of
the roll, a motion was made
that the board go into
executive session ‘‘to
discuss personnel of the
Planning and Development
District.”

After unanimous passage
of the motion, all non-board
members, including the
press were barred from the
meeting.

After one hour and five

minutes the meeting was
reopened to the press, and
the minutes of the executive
session were read by board
attorney Thomas Keenum.

According to those
minutes, during executive
session the board had
discussed the Sept. 8
meeting with Governor’s
Office of Federal-State
Programs Director Ann
Cook, ARC Director of
Finance and Administration
Kenneth Shepard, and In-

(See Meeting, Page 2)
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