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Prentiss County Man .
Shot By Mistake

Leon Moss, 41, a resident of East Prentiss County, was
accidently shot in the leg last Saturday around 4:30 a.m.,
according to Prentiss County Deputy Doug Hendrix.

The shooting occurred at the residence of Mrs. Betty
Johnson near the Cairo community. Mrs. Johnson's son,
Jackie Johnson, 16, was found dead Monday of last week
on a gravel road near his home. He had been shot once in
the head with a .22 caliber pistol.

According to Deputy Hendrix, Moss was a friend of the
Johnson family and had been staying there some since
the death of her son.

Hendrix said Moss had told the family he was going to
bed, but evidently went outside and went to sleep in a
car.

Apparently when Moss woke up and sat up in the car,
Darrell Carver, Mrs. Johnson's son, shot at Moss
thinking he was trying to steal the car, Hendrix said.
Moss was hit with the shot in his leg. The car door was
shot nine times, Hendrix said.

Moss was taken to the Iuka Hospital and released the
following day.

No charges were filed, “It was just a mistake,”
Hendrix said.

Moss, an unsuccessful candidate for 5th district
constable, was charged earlier this summer with the
murder of Gordon R. Buchanan.

Buchanan’s body was found lying face up in the middle
of Highway 365 on May 28. He had a severe wound to the
forehead and his left arm had apparently been run over
by an automobile. Buchanan was reportedly employed
by Moss.

Holder Qualifies
For School Board

Mackie D. Holder of Altitude has qualified by petition
as a member of the Prentiss County School Board in the
5th district.

His name will be on the ballot in the November elec-
tion.

~ Holder is currently serving as a county school board
member. He was appointed to the school board Feb. 21 to
fill the vacancy left by the resignation of Edwin Brown.

No Word On
Autopsy Results

Autopsy results are still incomplete on 16-year-old
Jackie Johnson who was found shot once in the head with
a .22 caliber pistol.

Prentiss County Coroner James Horn said the State
Crime Lab expects to have the results today or
tomorrow.

A substitue school bus driver at Hill's Chapel
discovered Johnson's body on a gravel road a half mile
from Johnson’s home near the Cairo community on
Monday of last week.

Investigators are unsure whether foul play was in-
volved in the shooting,

Grand Jury Will

Convene Oct. 3

The Prentiss County grand jury which met in
February will be recalled Monday, Oct. 3, to review five
indictments which were quashed, or set aside, during the
June term of Prentiss County Circuit Court.

The indictments were quashed because they were not
signed propertly by the grand jury foreman,

The following day, on Oct. 4, a new grand jury will
convene to hear evidence in various other cases.

NEM]JC Student
Displays Honesty

Northeast sophomore Ken Cooper of Ripley fought the
battle of honor and emerged victorious Tuesday af-
ternoon.

During a break from classes, he and friend David
Robbins of Blue Mountain, stopped by the game room for
a quick game of pool. The events that followed, however,
will be remembered much longer than the outcome of
the pool match.

As the two made their way to the exit, Ken and David
discovered a money clip containing over $300 on the
floor. :

“We just got through shooting pool and when I was
leaving, it (the money clip) was laying in the game room
floor,”” Ken explained.

“1 didn’t know what to think. I picked it up and sat
down and started counting it.”

Although Ken admitted he did think about what he
could buy with that much money, he said, “If it was
mine, I would want someone to turn it in.”” And that is
exactly what he did.

He and David checked with several students in the
game room, who also passed the challenge of integrity,
when they refused to claim something that was not
theirs.

“It is rare nowadays to find somebody like that,” Mike
Berkes of campus security commented. “Some people
would just put the money in their pocket and not say
anything.”

“The money will be held in the Office of Security for 80
days so that the rightful owner will have an opportunity
to identify and claim it,” Gerald Jackson, chief of

will be given to Ken,’ he added.

Asks For $75,000

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

A $75,000 lawsuit has been
filed against Prentiss
County Sheriff John Mc-
Cauley in federal court in
Aberdeen by a former
prisoner, Terry Shannon,
who is now serving a prison
sentence in Parchman.

The lawsuit, filed July 28,
claims the prisoner was

denied medical attention
while incarcerated in the
county jail. McCauley was
served the summons Aug.
23,

The day before, on Aug.
22, McCauley had been

served another summons -- .

after a “half-million-dollar
lawsuit was filed against
him by the family of Jerry
Wayne Lewis.

Lewis was shot and killed

Bugged Official!

during a family argument on
Aug. 4. That lawsuit claimed
Lewis's death “was caused
or contributed to by the
negligent acts of the
defendant and his em-
ployees for failing to fulfill
the duties of his office as
Sheriff of Prentiss County.”

The lawsuit filed by
Shannon states that Shannon
was a psychiatric patient
from the time he was

discharged from the Army
until the present time. He
was arrested in Prentiss
County for the burglary of a
dwelling on June 16, 1982,

The suit states that
Shannon had asked the
sheriff to see a psychiatrist,
but his request was denied
“‘since Sheriff McCauley
acknowledged that the
plantiff was not a mental
threat.”

Northeast Junior College’s first football game of the -
season was delayed for a few minutes Saturday night while
the Northeast trainer, Bill Doldge (left), attempted to.

remove a moth from the ear of one of the game’s referees.
Attracted by the bright lights of the stadium, the moth flew

into referee Larry Riley’s ear during the second half of the
game against Gulf Coast Junior College. Doidge was suc-
cessful in removing the moth and Riley continued officiating
the game. (Photo by Ken Christian)

security said. “If it is not claimed during that time, it |

According to the suit,
Shannon tried to hang
himself when he was not
allowed to see a
psychiatrist. The suit claims
that the ‘‘plantiff was put in
solitary confinement, where
he cut himself deliberately
due to the mental condition
he was in from questions
repeatedly asked by the
defendant.”

Shannon claims in the

Second Lawsuit Filed Against Sheriff

lawsuit that he cut himself
with razors on areas of his
left and right arms from his
wrists to the top of his
shoulders and on areas of his
chest; that he lost a suf-
ficient amount of blood, and
had dizzy or fainting spells.

The suit states that
Shannon asked to see a
doctor to be treated for the

(See Lawsuit, Page 2),

Transition Goes Smoothly

Morning Traffic
Jam A Problem At

Elementary School

By ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

According to Booneville
Superintendent of Schools
Robert Griffin, the city’s
transition from four schools
to three has gone smoothly
with the exception of a
morning traffic problem at
the former middle school --
now the elementary school,
serving grades 1-4.

“We're not having any
major problems,” Griffin
said. ‘‘There have been
some adjustment, though,
naturally, moving as much
furniture, and teaching
materials, and teachers, etc.
But, there have been no
major problems.”

The city closed the former
elementary school at the end
of last year’s school term
and re-distributed the
students at the remaining
four school facilities.

Griffin said there does not
appear to be any over-
crowding at any of the three
schools.

“This did not change our
class sizes because we still
have the same number of
teachers, and we had extra
rooms in the buildings,’”” he
said.

Griffin said the only
problem so far was with
morning traffic at the

elementary school.

“It’s a problem we an-
ticipated. And it should work
itself out once we get on a
regular schedule,” he said,
adding that a regular
schedule was planned when
students returned after
Labor Day weekend.

David Bolen, principal at
the elementary school,
explained further.

“When cars are coming in
in the morning, we get cars
all the way around the
circle, and they try to turn
back to the left:doward the
highway, and they can’t do
it,” he said.

“It’s just backing up
traffic. And, if they turned
right toward the tech school,
they could get out. In other
words, the circle gets full.
And right in front of the
circle on George Allan Drive
gets full. And they try to turn
back to the left toward the
highway, but they can't
because the road is already
full there. If they turned to
the right, and went toward
the vo-tech, we could keep
traffic flowing,” Bolen said.

Bolen said another
problem contributing to the
situation was that parents
bringing their children to
school in the morning are

(See Traffic Jam, Page 3)

Beer And Wine Petition Submitted To City Board

By ED WOODWARD
Staff Reporter

A petition requesting a
referendum on the question
of beer and wine sales within
the Booneville corporate
limits was submitted to the
city’s board of aldermen at
the Sept. 6 meeting.

Attorney’ Tommy Comer
presented the petition to the
board, saying it contained
approximately 200
signatures. ““The way I
understand the statute, once
the board has verified that
the petition contains the
signatures of 20 per cent of
the registered voters within

the city, they are required to
call an election, and give the
voters 30 days notice,”
Comer said.

Comer then pointed out
that the petitioners were
asking that the sale and
possession of beer and wine
be made legal only within
the city limits of Booneville,

and that the petition was
separate from one that is
presently being circulated
which would request a
county-wide referendum on
the sale of liquor.

“This is a city issue only.
And the regulation of such
sales would be the
responsibility of the mayor

and the board,” he said.

*‘One reason for the timing
of the submission of the
petition is the length of time
it took to get the signatures,
and the possibilty of saving
the city some money by
putting the question on the
November ballot,”” Comer
said

.Mayor Charles Crabb
then questioned whether it
would be possible to put a
city issue on a county ballot.
Comer cited the precedent of
the elections for superin-
tendents for the county and
separate city school

(See Petition, Page 2)

Reappraisal Canvasing

To Begin Monday

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Prentiss Countians will
soon be seeing the effects of
reappraisal.

Monday, Sept. 12, those
involved in reappraisal of
the county will start can-
vassing the county's south
side, the Marietta ~ Hobo
Station area, to gather in-
formation on residential
property.

Prentiss Countian Terry
Cartwright, an employee in
the Prentiss County Tax
Assessor’s office who is also
a certified appraiser, will be

one of the people collecting
data about. residential
property. :
Kent Brown, who works
for Donald Ford Inc., the
firm handling the county’s
reappraisal, will be working
with Cartwright. There will
also be five local people
hired to help gather the
information. They had not

'been hired as of Tuesday

morning.

The information that will
be needed from homeowners
will include measurements
of the house, number of
baths, type of heat, floor
materials such as carpet or

vinyl, and material on walls
such as paneling or sheet
rock.

The people gathering the
reappraisal information will
have an identification card
with a telephone number
(728-2243) residents may call
if they doubt the person is
working with the reap-
praisal program.

It will not be necessary for
the péople gathering the
information to go inside the
homes, Prentiss ‘County Tax
Collector-Assessor  Danny
Childers said Tuesday.

If the homeowner is not
home when the people arrive

to get the information, the
house will still be measured,
and a pre-printed, stamped
card will be left for the
homeowner to fill out and
mail.

It will take the appraisers
about 5-10 minutes to gather
their information, Childers
said.

Donald Ford, who has
been hired to conduct the
reappraisal in Prentiss
County, estimates the field
work of going house to house
will take about six months.

Ford has also been hired

(See Reappraisal, Page 2)

PRENTISS COUNTY REAPPRAISAL - Terry Cart-
wright is pictured as he plots deeds on the maps which will
be used in Prentiss County’s reappraisal.







