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Booneville Woman
Named To Board

Mrs. Nelwyn Murphy of Booneville was recently
appointed by the Prentiss County Board of Supervisors
as the Prentiss County representative on the Northeast
Regional Library board of trustees. .

She is replacing Mrs. Emmons Turner Jr. who has
served in that capacity since 1958.

Mrs. Murphy will serve with trustees from each of the
other four counties -- Alcorn, Benton, Tippah and
Tishomingo ~ which comprise the Northeast Regional
Library System.

The trustees meet monthly to conduct the business of
the system, make plans, and assist in supervising the 15
libraries in the regional organization. Mrs. Betty

¥ Conoway is the director of the system which is

headquarted in the Corinth library building.

Mrs. Murphy formerly was a member of the faculty of
Booneville city schools, principal of the elementary
school, served three terms as county superintendent of

8 education and is now associated with Murphy's In-

ternational.

She is active in the First United Methodist Church and
the Pilot Club, having served in most offices of the local
club and as district coordinator of the Louisiana-
Mississippi district off Pilot International. She has also
served on the board of trustees of Northeast Mississippi
Junior College.

Football

Season

Begins

The 1983 football season
kicks off tonight with
Booneville playing at
Falkner. Thrasher travels
to Blue Mountain
tomorrow night and
Northeast meets Gulf
Coast  Junior College
Saturdiay night in Keenum
Stadium.

For a preview of the
upcoming football season,
see the special football tab
inside today’s Banner-
Independent. il

! Police Officer Resigns

| Following Suspension

Police Officer William (Willie) Anderson has resigned
from the Booneville Police Department after being
suspended from duty for failure to show up for work.

According to Police Commissioner Charles Steen,
Anderson did not report for duty as scheduled one night
last week and was suspended from duty until the city
board meets next Tuesday night.

However, Steen said Anderson came in and resigned
from the Police Department before the board could meet
on the matter. He also signed papers to withdraw his
pension from the police department.

This reportedly was not the first time that Anderson
had failed to report for work without calling in.

Anderson also serves as Justice Court Judge of the 5th

| district. He was defeated by Dexter Cadle in last week’s

runoff election for the new post of Justice Court Judge of
the Northern District.

I Class Hours Shortened

Due To Extreme Heat

The Prentiss County Schools and the Booneville
Separate Schools are operating on an abbreviated
schedule this week because of the hot weather.

Classes at the county schools this week have been held
from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m,

Classes at Booneville City Schools this week have
started at 7:30 a.m. and have dismissed at 1 p.m.,

County Superintendent of Education Lex Cain said
Monday that the county schools would try to resume
their regular schedule next week. -

Booneville City School Superintendent Robert Griffin
said Wendesday morning that the decision would be
made by tomorrow whether or not classes would resume
on a regular schedule next week. “‘We're going to wait as
late as we can to make a decision,” he said. “If the
weather is as hot as it’s been, it’s my guess that we will
contine on the short schedule,” he said.

Candidate Qualifies
As Independent

Johnny Mock has filed qualifying papers as an In-
dependent candidate to seek the office of 5th District
Constable.

Thus far he is the only candidate to qualify as an In-
dependent.

Friday, Sept. 9, is the last date for Independent can-

didates to qualify.

| Local Offices

To Close Monday

The Prentiss County Courthouse, Booneville City Hall,
and the Booneville Post Office will all be closed Monday,
Sept. 5, in observance of the Labor Day holiday.

The Banner-Independent office will be open Monday.

Negligence Charged

$% Million Suit Filed Against Sheriff :

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A half-million-dollar
lawsuit was filed against
Prentiss County Sheriff John
McCauley last week in the
local circuit court by the
family of Jerry Wayne
Lewis, who was shot and
killed during a family
argument on Aug. 4.

The lawsuit was filed by
Lewis’ wife, Mildred, on
behalf of herself and the
deceased’s three children,
all minors.

The suit claims that

Lewis’s death ‘‘was caused -

or contributed to by the
negligent acts and omissions

AFriend ToLean On

of the defendant and his
employees for failing to
fulfill the duties of his office
as Sheriff of Prentiss
County...; for his failure to

discharge his duties to.avoid .

and avert such breaches of
the peace and assaults
which had been repeatedly
reported to him; for the
defendant’s failure to
properly supervise and
direct his deputies and other
employees...; and for his
failure to exercise that
degree of care and caution
which a reasonable and

“prudent person would have

exercised under the same or
similar circumstances.”

" According to the suit, on or

about Aug. 3, numerous
members of Lewis’' family
repeatedly telephoned and
made personal reports to the
sheriff and his employees
regarding drinking,
fighting, threats, and other
breaches of the peace which
were taking place between
two of the deceased’s
brothers who lived in his
immediate  neighborhood.
Lewis and his family
reportedly made repeated
efforts to summon the
sheriff and his deputies to
arrest the brothers *‘to avoid
further breaches of the
peace which were being
threatened by them.”
According to the suit,

Vicki Counce and Tammy Boyer, Northeast Junior College Tiger Dancers, use each other
as a prop after performing a routine in the summer heat on the Prentiss County Courthouse
lawn recently. It’s traditional for the Tiger Band and auxiliary units to march through
downtown Booneville and perform on the courthouse lawn &s band camp ends just prior to
the beginning of the school year.

Compulsory Attendance
To Be Enforced In County

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Children aged 6 and 7 in
Prentiss County, as well as
the entire state, are required
to attend school this fall
under the state’s  new
Compulsory Attendance
Law.

Parents of children of
these ages who are not able
to attend because of medical
problems. must present
sufficient documentation
such as a physician’s
statement. Other children
aged 6 and 7 must be

enrolled in a public, private,
or a home instruction
program.

A certificate of enrollment
must be filed with the clerk
of the youth court.in the
county of residence by Sept.
15 for all children enrolled in
non-public schools and who
have attained age 6 but not
age 8 on or before Sept. 1.
Enrollment certification

forms are available from the.

Prentiss County school

. attendance counselor.

“‘All parents who have not
enrolled their children or
whose childrén are

unlawfully absent will come
to the attention of the at-
tendance officers hired
throughout the state,”” ac-
‘eording to Budd Hughes,
executive director of the
Governor’s Commission for
Children and Youth (GC-
CY).
Parents of children
enrolled in special education
classes outside traditional
schools, also must get
certificate of enroliment
forms.
Mrs.

Kathy Odle of

(See Compulsory, Page 2)

Cairo Store.

Sheriff McCauley and his
deputies ‘‘ continually
refused and neglected to
answer the complaint and

_pleas of help lodged by the

deceased and his family
members for a period in
excess of 18 hours.”

On the afterncon of Aug. 4,
the disturbance ultimately
resulted in the shooting
death of Jerry Wayne Lewis
by one of his brothers who
had been involved in the
disturbance.

Mrs. Lewis claims in the
lawsuit that, as a resuit of
the negligent acts and
omissions of the sheriff and
his employees, she suffered
the wrongful death of her

Shot In Head

husband. The suit, on behalf
of Mrs. Lewis and her
children, asks that the
sheriff be responsible for all
damages as a result ‘“‘of the
wrongful death of Jerry
Wayne Lewis, including the
loss of pecuniary value for
his life, loss of consortium,
companionship, paternal
guidance, love and af-
fection."”

The suit also maintains
that Lewis survived for a
period of time after he was
shot and that he ‘“‘suffered

great pain and anguish, both

physical and mental.”

The suit asks for damages
for the pain and suffering
and for the expenses of

burial, including funeral
expenses. This amounts to
$250,000 for actual damages

"and $250,000 for punitive

damages, for a total of

$500,000. The suit also asks

that the sheriff be respon- .
sible for all legal costs in-

volved in the case.

According to the suit, the
acts and omissions of the
sheriff in this case.
“evidenced a willful and
reckless disregard for the
lives and safety of the.
public, including the
deceased.”

Prentiss County Coroner
James Horn served the
summeons against McCauley -
Monday night.

Body Of 16-Year-Old

Found Near Cairo

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Results are not complete
yet from an autopsy per-
formed Tuesday night on a
16-year-old Cairo boy who
was found dead early
Monday on a gravel road by
a school bus driver about a
half mile from the boy’s
home.

Jackie Wayne Johnson, 16,
of Route 6, Booneville, had
been shot once in the head. A
..2 caliber ; pistol was
recovered néar the body,
according to Prentiss
County Deputy John Moore.

A substitute school bus
driver at Hill’'s Chapel, R.B.
Caviness, discovered the
body on a gravel road about
five miles southwest of the.

Investigators are unsure
whether foul play was in-
volved in the shooting.

Prentiss County Coroner
James Horn said Wedesday
morning there was a
possiblity the shot was self-
inflicted. :

An autopsy was per-
formed on Johnson Tuesday
night at Magnolia Hospital
in Corinth. However, it will
be possibly three more days
before the cause of death is
known because evidence has
been sent to the state crime
lab, Horn"said. ;

Johnson had been noticed
missing earlier Monday
morning by family members
who went to wake him for
school and discovered he
was gone, Deputy Moore

said.

Johnson was enrolled as a
10th grader at New Site High
School.

Funeral services will be
held today, Thursday, Sept.
1, at 2 pm. at McMillan
Funeral Home Chapel.
Burial will be in Shady
Grove Cemetery.

He was a Baptist.

He is survived by his
mother, Mrs. Betty Johnson
of Booneville; two brothers,
Darrell Carver of Georgia
and Donnie Carver of
rsoneville; five sisters,
Sharon Mosé of Illinois,
Darothv. Carver of Dalton,

. Ga., Feggy Sue Wisnlewksi,

Linda Carver and Sandra
Johnson, all of Booneville,
McMillan Funeral Home

Powlefl Rates To Revert

TVA: power consumers
next Oct. 2 will begin paying
about the same for power as
they paid last October - and
about half of them will pay
slightly less —~ under a
recommendation by

manager of Power Hugh G.

is in charge of
arrangements.
From April through

Parris approved by the TVA September consumers have

Board Wednesday.

been paying about 5.8

durlng the annual rate tzmporary rate reducuon'

review by the TVA Board in

Knoxville,

(See TVA, Page 3)
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Effectlive Today

New Publisher Named
For Banner-Independent

Editor Ken Christian has
been named publisher of
The Banner-Independent,
effective today, Sept. 1.

At the same time, former
publisher Paul Miller was
named publisher of The
State Gazette, a five-day-
per-week newspaper in
Dyersburg, Tenn.

Jack Harrison, president
of the New York Times
Regional Newspaper
Group, flew in Monday
morning from Atlanta to
make the announcements
in Booneville and in
Dyersburg.

Both The Banner-
Independent and The State
Gazette are owned by the
New York Times company,
whose regional
headquarters are located
in Atlanta.

A native of Alabama,
Miller has 32 years of
experience in the
newspaper industry.

Prior to coming to
Booneville, he served for a
number of years as ad-
vertising director and
salesman at the Florence,
Ala., Times-Daily. He has
also served as advertising
director at newspapers in

Yazoo City and in
Morristown, Tenn.
Miller has been

publisher of The Banner-
Independent for the past
five-plus years.

Christian, a native of
Booneville, began his
newspaper career as a
photographer at The
Banner-Independent. He
moved on to become a
photographer and writer
and to do ad makeup at the
Prentiss County Home
News, a newspaper which
ceased publication here in
1977.

Christian also worked as
a staff photographer and
reporter - for The Daily
Corinthian prior to being
named editor of The
Banner-Iindependent in
October 1979.

PAUL MILLER

“We are pleased to be
able to name a local person
to serve as publisher of The
Banner-Independent,”’
Harrison said in an-
nouncing Christian’s ap-
pointment.

“Paul Miiler will be
missed by the newspaper’s
staff and by the com-
munity .as a whole,”
Christian said of Miller's
new assignment.
“Although we here at the
newspaper will miss Paul’s
guidance and his friend-
ship, we are very pleased
to see his advancement
within the company. The
promotion could not have
gone to a more deserving
person.”







