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Roundup
Residents Asked To

Conserve Water

Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb is asking city
residents to conserve water, at least until the end of the
current hot, dry spell.

According to the mayor, there is no shortage of water,
but the strain caused by people watering their gardens
and lawns along with other uses of the water system is
causing the city’s water pumps to be overworked.

“There is plenty of water,” the mayor said, “‘but the
pumps are being run constantly, causing them to
overheat.”

As a result of the strain on the water system, the city’s
water pressure has been down six or seven pounds per
square inch from normal for the past few weeks, the
mayor said.

“We are asking that people conserve water until we
get some relieve from the dry spell,” Mayor Crabb said.

Also adding to the problem, vandals have opened up
some of the city’s fire hydrants recently, leaving the
water running freely out into the streets.

“There is a severe penalty for the opening of fire
hydrants,” the mayor said, “‘and we will have to carry
this out to the full extent of the law if anyone is caught.”

The city’s water treatment facilities have been
inadequate for some time now. Because its water system
is being used beyond its planned capacity, the city has
" not been able to legally add additional customers to the
water system since the construction of two new dorms at
Northeast Junior College two years ago.

A contract has been let to Tidwell Construction
Company of Booneville for the construction of a new
water treatment facility for the city. Mayor Crabb said
construction of this new treatment plant should begin
soon.

Lightning Barely

Misses Woman

A New Site woman narrowly escaped serious injury
Sunday when lightning struck the fuse box near where
she was standing.

Mrs. Ray (Fay) McKinney was standing near the
stove in her kitchen when lightning came in on the fuse
box Sunday around 8 a.m.

Second Primary Takes Heavy Toll

On Prentiss County Incumbents

A number of incumbents --
including - the county
superintendent of education,
two justice court judges, and
three constables - were
defeated in Tuesday's
second Democratic primary
in Prentiss County.

Incumbent superintendent
of education Lex Cain led in
both boxes 0t Thrasher, and
in boxes at Tuscumbia,
Pisgah, Blackland,
Crossroads (M-Z), West
Booneville (K-P), Wheeler
(A-L), Baldwyn (G-O) and
North Booneville (M-Z).

But that was not enough to
defeat challenger J.W.
Greene who carried 28 of the
remaining 29 boxes. One
box, Ingram, showed no
votes for either candidate.
Apparently none of the
voters at that box were
eligible to vote in that race.

s Prentiss Profiles

In all, Greene received
3,996 votes to Cain’s 2,851.
Greene's main strength
came from the New Site,
Marietta and Martin Hill

precincts. :
Former Prentiss County
supervisor W.V. Horn

defeated former Highway
Patrolman Wallace Davis
for the Democratic
nomination for Prentiss
County sheriff.

Horn received 5,588 votes
to Davis’ 4,456. Incumbent
sheriff John McCauley was
defeated in his-bid for re-
election in the first primary

In a hard-fought race
against challenger Mike
Chase, incumbent District 3
Representative W.J. (Billy)
McCoy won the Democratic
nomination for his office
Tuesday. McCoy received
4,448 votes in Prentiss

En 83

County and 504 in Alcorn
County for a total of 4,952.
Chase got 3,787 votes in
Prentiss and 241 in Alcorn
County for 3,978 total.

All four candidates in the
two justice court judge races
were incumbents. Four
years ago there were five
justice court judge districts -
- one for each supervisor’'s
district. Now this has been
changed to two -- a northern

‘and a southern district.

Billy Sartin, currently 4th
district judge, was defeated
in the southern district by
3rd district judge Dalton E.

(Gene) Prentice. Prentice
received 2,609 votes to
Sartin’s 2,130.

First district judge Leon
Lauderdale and several
other challengers were put
out of the southern district
justice court judge race in
the first primary.

In the northern district,
2nd district judge Dexter
Cadle defeated 5th district
judge Willie Anderson by a
vote of 3,325 to 1,903.

Incumbent constables Bob
Glover, Samuel Bridges and
Cleston McGaughy were all
defeated in Tuesday’s

voting.

Gayle Floyd of the the first
district was the only in-
cumbent constable to sur-
vive the Democratic
primaries. Floyd defeated
opponent Ellis H. Davis 1,132
to 768 votes.

In the second district,
Jerry Michael defeated John
Berryhill for the constable
post, 1,392 to 840.

In the third district, Billy
Brasel defeated Glover, 902
votes to 879, while in the
fourth district, David
Livingston defeated Bridges
1,102 to 1,079.

Fifth district constable
McGaughy was defeated by
Tommy W. Smith., Smith
received 1,021 votes to
McGaughy’s 684.

In the fifth district,
William L. McKinney, the
only supervisor not to win

re-nomination during the
first primary, soundly
defeated challenger Floyd
Dodds by a vote of 1,105 to
648.

In the governor’s race,
Prentiss Countians favored
Evelyn Gandy over Bill
Allain, by a vote of 5,065 to
4995, However, statewide
Allain was predicted to win
the nomination.

John Ed Ainsworth led
Prentiss County over Dick
Molpus in the voting for
Secretary of State. Ain-
sworth got 4,808 votes to
Molpus’ 4,767. However,
Molpus faired better in
statewide voting and was
expected to come out on top.
Late Tuesday night, Molpus
had 51.1 percent of the vote
in the precincts reporting.

(See Election, Page 2)

Making His Rounds

Booneville. He walks between
six and seven miles daily for
about five hours on his rotte.

Chemotherapy Doesn’t
Deter Booneyville Postman

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

from the U.S. Postal Service.
“Irv is a good example of a
dedicated postal employee,”

There is a saying that neither
rain, nor snow, nor liee, ner
dark of night deters the miail
from being delivered. -

In the case of city carrier
Irvin (Irv) Trantham, neither
does his chemotherapy
treatments.

Trantham, who has been a
city carrier at the Booneville
Post Office for 20 years, had
colon cancer surgery in
February.

He came back to work in
April. However, he is required
to take medical treatment
every fourth week which lasts
for a 24-hour period.Although
the chemotherapy treatment
lasts for 24 hours, the 60-year-
old Trantham makes his -
delivery with an IV needle in
his arm and an ambulatory

Since i:is surgery, he now uses
a  thyroheel meil cart to
carry his m il in.

He and his wife, Gean, have *
four children, Pam, Pat, Terry
and Tommy.

Tuesday morning Booneville
Postmaster Jack Wright
presented Trantham a $250
Special Achievement Award

Wright said.

When <ome people have
neadaches they often don’t
want to work, Wright said. But
Trantham has had colon
surgery and is taking
chemotherapy and continues
working, he noted.

“One day I saw Irv while he
was making his route,” Wright
said. “It was such a hot day
that Irv’'s shirt was soaked.
Then it hit me what Irv was
really doing. I just thought to
myself, ‘Would I do that if I
were in his place?’”’

On the other hand, Trantham
doesn’t believe he is doing
anything unusual.

“I think anybody would do
the same thing,”' Trantham
said.

“I feel better working than

“When it happened it knocked me back but not down,”’
Mrs. McKinney said Wednesday morning. “'I felt tingly
and it kind of burned. It just almost knocked the breath
out of me, but I didn't lose consciousness. I knew what
had happened.”

She was taken to the hosptial and remained there
overnight for observation. She was released Monday and
is now feeling fine, she said.

The lightning even burned part of the breaker in the
McKinney's switch box, she noted. In addition the
lightning damaged their TV, washer, hot water heater,
telephones, and burned a portion of the utility room.

“We were fortunate that no more happened than what
did,”” Mrs. McKinney said.

One Arrested In
Sawshop Break-In

A Booneville man has been arrested in connection with

the July 18 break-in at Harliss Hill's Sawshop on South
Lake Street.

Greg Prater, 18, of Booneville, was arrested and
charged Thursday of last week with breaking and en-
tering and grand larceny in connection with the theft,
according to Booneville Police Officer Tip Norris.

About 130 knives, motocycle batteries and stereo
speakers, total value of around $4,400, were taken during
the burglary, Norris said. Police have recovered the
stereo speakers and some of the knives, he said.

In addition to this arrest, police charged a 17-year-old
juvenile with receiving stolen property in connection
with the same incident, Norris said.

During city court Monday afternoon, Prater was
bound over to the action of the Prentiss County grand
jury. He is out of jail on $5,000 bond.

Unemployment

Drops To 13.4 %

Mississippi’s unemployment rate dropped to 13.4
percent in July, a decrease of four-tenths of a percentage
point compared to June’s revised jobless rate of 13.8
percent, according to Mississippi Employment Security
Commission Executive Director Cohen Robertson.

Last year’s July unemployment rate was 11.5 percent.

The 13.4 percent unemployment rate for the state was
higher than the 9.4 percent national rate for July. MESC
figures showed 144,000 unemployed and 932,800 em-
ployed out of a civilian labor force of 1,076,800. The initial
unemployment insurance claims totalled 17,038 in July.

Seventy-two of the state’'s 82 counties had unem-
ployment rates of 10.0 percent or higher in July. Of that
number, six counties had unemployment rates in excess
of 20.0 percent.

The counties having the highest unemployment rates
in July were Montgomery, with an unemployment rate
of 26.0 percent; George, with 24.5 percent; Alcorn and
Jefferson, with 21.5 percent; Greene, with 21.3 percent;
and Jackson, with an unemployment rate of 21.0 percent.

Issaquena, Rankin, Oktibbeha, Yalobusha, and
DeSoto counties had the lowest jobless rates in July.
Issaquena had a rate of 7.1 percent, Rankin had 7.6
percent, Oktibbeha had 8.2 percent, Yalobusha had 8.4
percent, and DeSoto county had an unemployment rate
of 8.6 percent.

Daily Routine

Phain by Ren Christian

pump infusion strapped to his
side. He must wear this
Tuesday through Friday every
fourth week.

Trantham is carrier for City
Route 2 which covers downtown

IRV TRANTHAM

sitting at home. At work I don’t
think about myself. If I were
home alone I would and that
would be scary.”

“I'm trying to survive,” he
said.

During Construction Project

Booneville Hospital’s Main Entrance To Close

A contract for the first
phase of a construction and
renovation project at
Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneville has been
awarded and work is ex-
pected to begin within the
next two weeks, according to
hospital administrator John
Tompkins.

The official ground-
breaking ceremonies for the
project were held Aug. 7.

Since the work involves
the renovation of the lobby
and the tearing down of A-
wing, the front entrance of
the hospital will have to be

closed off, Tompkins said. -

This will probably occur
sometime this week, but no
later than next week, he
said.

While the work is un-
derway, the rear entrance of
the hospital -- located on

First Street - will serve as
the main entrance for
visitors.

The front parking lot will
also be closed off and
parking will be at the rear
off the hospital, in the lot
across First Street.

Tompkins pointed out that
the emergency room en-
trance will remain un-
changed. However, he
stressed that this entrance

should be used only for
emergencies.

In addition to the front
entrance, the lobby of the
hospital will also be closed
off. The business offices,
located adjacent to the
lobby, will remain in thejr
present location. However,
they will have to be ap-
proached from the rear
entrance.

To assist those visiting the

hospital, the hospital
Auxiliary will maintain an
information desk near the
rear entrance.

When going into the
hospital, visitors should
enter through the First
Street doors, go down the
hallway to the elevators, and
then up the elevators or the
stairs to the next floor,
which is D-1.

On D-1 Auxiliary mem-

bers will be available to
assist in directing visitors to
the areas they are seeking,
Tompkins said.

The contract for phase one
of the project has been
awarded to Management
Construction Company of
Memphis. Tompkins said
this company is involved in a
number of construction

(See Hospltal, Page 2)

Federal Loan Approved For City’s Sewage Plant

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A new sewage treatment
facility planned for the city
of Booneville is s step closer
to reality.

A federal loan of $889,600
has been approved for
improvements to
Booneville's waste water
disposal and sewage
treatment facility, a
spokesman for
Congressman Jamie
Whitten’s office told The
Banner-Independent Mon-
day.

These Farmer’'s Home
Administration funds will be
used in providing a new
sewage treatment plant and
oxidation ditch, four
pumping stations, 30,400 feet
of sewer lines and other
renovations to the system.

The city’s present sewage
treatment facility is com-
pletely worn out, according
to Mayor Charles Crabb.
Some raw sewage is now
going into the run off stream
and the city has been in
violation of Environmental
Protection Agency stan-
dards for some time.

The complete project to
construct a new treatment
plant is expected to cost
more than $6 million, all to
be furnished through federal
and state grants and loans.

“As far as I know, the total
package is the largest
project that the city of
Booneville has ever been
involved in whereby the
money is basically in the
form of grants,” Mayor
Crabb said.

In addition to the $889,600
FmHA loan, the city hopes
to receive a state loan of
$554,300 and an Appalachian

Region Commission grant of
$250,000. But the major coup
for the city was the tentative
approval of a $4,438,500

grant from the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency.

According to Mayor

Crabb, a total of $20.8
million in EPA funds were
allocated for Mississippi for
1983. Of this amount, 50
percent automatically went
to the Gulf Coast and 25
percent to the city of
Jackson, he said.

Of the remaining 25
percent -- about $5.2 million -

- the city of Booneville
received $3.4 for their sewer
treatment plant.

“I was thrilled to death,”
the mayor said. “They saw
our need. We owe a lot to the
(EPA) board for approving
our grant.”

However, city attorney
Eugene Gifford also gives a
lot of the credit to the
mayor.

‘“‘He attended every
meeting for six years,”’
Gifford said. ‘“This shows
the advantage of having a
full-time mayor for the
city.”

The mayor said the city
hopes to advertise and let
contracts for the con-
struction of the new sewage
treatment plant in October,
with construction expected
to begin in February 1984,

Construction should be
completed in February 1985
and the plant should go into
full operation in April 1985,
he said.

One possible hang up
could involve the ARC funds
earmarked for the project.
ARC funds for Prentiss

(See Loan, Page 3)






