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Roundup

Fires At Fish Market
Are Ruled As Arson

Arson has been cited as the cause of two fires oc-
curring within two days of each other at Timbes Fish
Market on North College Street in Booneville.

The first fire occurred on Sunday, Aug. 7, at around
4:30 a.m. The second fire occurred Tuesday, Aug. 9, at
around 12:37 a.m.

An accelerant was used to start both fires, according
to Fire Chief Frank Fleming., Both fires started in the
northwest corner of a storage area in the building, he
said.

An insurance adjuster said damage from the first fire
was $5,000, Fleming said. A damage estimate from the
second fire was not available.

A fire also occurred Tuesday, Aug. 9, around 3 p.m. at
Timbes’ Cheese Warehouse, located adjacent to the fish
market. However, it is believed there is not any con-
nection with this fire and the other two fires, Fleming
said.

A forklift was being worked on inside the building. Too
much gasoline was put in the gas tank, causing the
gasoline to spill over. A fire started when the engine
cranked, he said.

The warehouse received extensive damage from that
fire, he said.

Both buildings are owned by Keith Michael of
Booneville.

State Deputy Fire Marshal Mike Ivey was scheduled
to be in Booneville yesterday to investigate the second
fire at Timbes Fish Market. Ivey was in Booneville
Monday collecting samples from the first fire to send to
the state crime lab.

No arrests have been made in the case thus far.

Incumbent Legislator

Challenged To Debate

Mike Chase, candidate for district 3 state represen-
tative, has written a letter to the incumbent represen-
tative, Billy MeCoy, challenging him to a series of public
debates.

Chase says that during the campaign several
questions were raised concerning votes McCoy cast in
the Legislature. i oo

“I do not believe that these questions have been an-
swered satisfactorily,” Chase said. *“I think that the
public has a right to know the reasons that motivate a
legislator to cast a certain vote.”

McCoy has declined to participate in the series of
debates. ]

“I have made my statements to the public. We have
already had political speakings,/And used the newspaper
and radio to make statements,” McCoy said.

“I feel the issues have been wellaired,” he said.

City’s Garbage Pickup
Schedule To Change

In an effort to reduce the expenses of garbage
collections in the city, the sanitation department has
revised its pickup routes, effective next Monday.

According to city alderman Wade Lambert, the
following changes will be made in the garbage pickup
schedule:

- Starting at West College and Fifth Street, all of West
College garbage will be picked up on Mondays.

-~ On Washington Street between U.S. 45 North and
Third Street, garbage will be picked up on Mondays. .

.- Starting at the Kreme Kastle on East Church Street
and going east on both sides, the garbage will be picked
up on Thursdays.

- All downtown garbage will be picked up nightly.
‘Please put this garbage in bags and set it out on the
street,” Lambert asks those downtown.

As a result of the revised pickup schedules and routes,
alderman Lambert said the city will be able reduce
expenses and to eliminate the use of one of its two
sanitation trucks.

He said he expects the savings to amount to as much
as $20,000 per year. This will allow the city to contipue to
provide the same quality of service to city residents
without having to increase sanitation charges, he said.

Street Repairs Are
Underway In City

Street commissioner Wade Lambert asks that the
residents of Booneville ‘‘bear with us’’ while repairs are
being made to some of the city’s streets.

He said 12 to 15 miles of the city’s streets are currently
being leveled and sealed. This should give them several
extra years of usefulness before they will need to be
completely resurfaced, he said.

Lambert said the work should be finished within the
next two weeks.

Banner-Independent

Asks For Old Pictures

The Banner-Independent is once again asking readers
to submit their old photos of Booneville and Prentiss
County. This is in preparation for the publishing of the
annual Remember When section, which contains photos
of bygone days of Booneville and Prentiss County.,

If you have a photo you would like to have included in
(tihis s;zcﬁon, please see Page A4 of today’'s newspaper for

etails.

Approximately 150 to 200
people turned out Sunday
afternoon to witness
groundbreaking ceremo-
nies for a construction and
renovation project at
Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneville.

The ceremony marks the
beginning of a 215-3 year
project which "will even-
tually result in an almost
completely new hospital
for Booneville and Prentiss
County.

Hospital administrator
John Tompkins said
Monday that bids for the
construction work have
been received by the
hospital and are presently
being reviewed.

The decision on the
awarding of the contract is
expected to be made
shortly, with work on the
project to begin no later
than the end of this month,
he said. :

The entire project is
expected to cost between $5

and $5% million, he said.

Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Memphis
leased the Booneville
hospital in 1981 for a 25
year period and is picking
up the tab for the con-
struction and renovation at
the facility.

The project at the
hospital involves tearing
down A and B wings, ad-
ding a new section on to
what is now the front of the
building, and renovating
most of the remaining

sections of the hospital.

Along with the con-
struction and renovation,
the hospital will add new
equipment in some
departments of the
hospital. Some of this
equipment has already
been purchased and is
being used now, even
before the construction
work has begun,

Once completed, the
hospital will have a total of
121 beds, 15 less than the
current 136. It will also be

Groundbreaking Held For Booneville Hospital

re-oriented with the main
entrance on the south side
of the building instead of
the west side as it is now.

Administrator Tompkins
served as host during the
groundbreaking
ceremonies Sunday af-
ternoon. Dr. Sam Galloway
spoke a few words on
behalf of the hospital's
medical staff; Mayor
Charles Crabb represented
the city; and J.P. Davis
represented the county.

A number of officials

from Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Memphis were
on hand, including Joseph
Powell, president of the
Memphis hospital.

Powell explained that
Baptist Memorial operates
hospitals in nine com-
munities, “‘ranging from a
10-bed facility in Hardy,
Ark., to the 2,000-bed flag
ship in Memphis,”” and
thanked the local citizens:
for letting the hospital
come into Booneville and
Prentiss County.

Preliminary Hearing

Route 1,

Man Admits To Shooting Brother

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter :

A Prentiss County man
has been charged with
murder following the
shooting death of his
brother, according to
Prentiss County Deputy
John Moore.

Walter Lee Lewis, 46, of
New Site, was
arrested Thursday, Aug. 4,
around 5:30 p.m. after his
brother, Jerry Wayne

Lewis, 36, of Route 1, New
Site, was shot in the right
side of his chest with a single
shot .22 rifle, Moore said.

During a preliminary
hearing Wednesday mor-
ning at the Prentiss County
Courthouse, Lewis admitted
to shooting his brother.

The incident occurred last
Thursday at approximately
4:30 p.m, in the living room
of Walter Lewis’ residence,
located two miles north of

Pharr Flats, the deputy
said.

Lewis told officers that his
brothers, Jerry and Bob,
had been fighting and he
tried to separate them. He
said Jerry then “jumped”
on him (Walter), and that is
when the shooting occurred.

Lewis told officers that he
and his brothers had been
drinking prior to the
shooting, Moore said.

Only one shot was fired, he

said.

The bullet entered the
right side of Jerry Lewis’
chest and pierced both
lungs, according to Prentiss
County Coroner James
Horn. An autopsy was not
performed, Horn said.

The brother accused of
the shooting was admitted to
Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneville the day after
the shooting because of
nerve problems, Moore said.

Insurance Commissioner Will

Seek Changes In State Laws

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Arson is a big problem in
Prentiss County. It has
become such a problem
throughout Northeast
Mississippi that at least one
insurance company has
considered no longer of-
fering fire insurance to
customers in the area.
State Insurance Com-

missioner George Dale-sald -

Tuesday that a State Farm
official told him arson is so
prevalent in Prentiss,
Alcorn, Tishomingo,

Marshall and parts of
Tippah counties that State
Farm would not write
another fire insurance
policy in those counties if
they were not committed to
their agents there.

Dale’'s comments came
while speaking to the
Booneville Rotary Club at
their regular weekly
meeting at Northeast Junior
College. - :

= Pterwho.was unopposed
in last Tuesday’s
Democratic primary

election, also talked about
the escalating costs of health
ingsurance and of proposals
he plans to make to the 1984
legislature.

The commissioner said
health insurance is so high
because of the increasing
costs of hospitals and doc-
tors. He said hospital costs
alone rose 19 percent in 1981
over 1980 and 22 percent in
1982,

Dale said that 65 percent
of all patients in hospitals
are on some federal subsidy
program -- such as

Medicare. These programs
are now being cut back by
the government. This results
in hospitals having to in-
crease their rates to other
patients to make up the
difference.

Ninety-four percent of all
hospital bills are paid by
third party agencies, Dale
said, such as insurance
companies and government
programs.

Ten percent of all hospital
bills last year were written

(See Insurance, Page 2)

He was released from the
hospital Monday.

The rifle and bullet, along
with blood samples, were
taken to the state crime lab
in Batesville Tuesday
morning by Deputy Charles
Dunecan.

During a preliminary
hearing Wednesday mor-
ning, Lewis was bound over
to the action of the grand
jury after admitting to
shooting his brother.

During the hearing County
Prosecutor John Hatcher
told Lewis that he did not
have to make a statement
concerning his guilt or in-
nocence. However, Lewis ,
who was not represented by
an attorney at the hearing,
still admitted to the
shooting.

Bond for Lewis was set at
$50,000, Justice Court

(See Shooting, Page 2)

county races.

Shelby Jr.

Official Election Tally
Shows Slight Changes

The official results of the Aug. 2 primary show some
changes from the figures printed in last week’s Banner-
Independent, but not enough to affect the outcome of any

Differences between the original results and the final
totals are usually due to mistakes made in the hectic
pace of adding up the totals of the boxes on the night of
the election. The totals are checked and corrected before
being certified by the county election commission.

The biggest change came in the race for State Auditor
of Public Accounts, The original count showed Murray
Cain leading that race in Prentiss County with 4,317
votes to 3,522 for Ray Mabus and 2,596 for F. Mason

(See Election, Page 2)
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