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Roundup

One-Car Accident
Kills Two Youths

Two 16-year-old youths were killed in a one-car ac-
cident Thursday night of last week about two miles north
of Altitude. The boys were reportedly traveling to Pick-
wick when the accident occurred.

Alvon H. Doty III of 4002 Kings Hwy., Jackson, the
driver of the 1979 International Scout, was pronounced
dead at the scene. His passenger, Alexander N. Shealy of
103 Amberwood Drive, Canton, died about two hours
later at the North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo.
The accident occurred around 8:15 p.m. after the
driver apparently lost control of the vehicle and went
down an embankment hitting fence posts and trees. The
vehicle flipped over three times, according to the
sheriff's department accident report.

Shealy was thrown about 40 feet from the vehicle and
Doty was thrown about 150 feet from the vehicle, ac-
cording to Prentiss County Coroner James Horn.
Cause of the accident was listed as “loss of control.”
The International Scout was totalled.

Stabbing Reported
At August Circle

A man was stabbed late Sunday night at the August
Circle Apartments.

David McMurry of Route 3, Rienzi, suffered a stab
wound to the stomach, according to police reports.

After statements from McMurry and another witness,
the officers arrested a subject who was held for
questioning. However, no charges had been placed as of
early Tuesday morning.

Exploratory surgery was performed on McMurry at
Baptist Memorial Hospital Monday morning and he
remained in stable condition at that time, according to
police reports.

The case is still under investigation.

Marijuana Stelen

From Sheriff’s Office

A marijuana plant growing in a container on the roof
of the Prentiss County jail has been stolen.

The plant was stolen after a story about it appeared in
last week's Banner-Independent, according to a
spokesman at the sheriff’'s department.

The plant was stolen between 2:30 a.m. and 6:30 a.m.
Thursday of last week. Part of the stalk had been left in
front of the door at the sheriff's department.

Prentiss County Sheriff John McCauley said last week
that the marijuana plant had been placed on the roof of
the sheriff’s department so people could see it and be
able to identify marijuana plants.

No arrests have been made in the case.

Jumpertown Festival

Is Today, Tomorrow

The third annual Jumpertown Summer Festival will
be held July 21-24 at the Jumpertown City Park.

In conjunction with the festival a local tee-ball tour-
nament and a church softball tournament will be held.

Highlights of the festival will be the arts and crafts
fair, junior olympics and a greased pig race.

In addition to these events there will be a singing
featuring country-western, gospel, and bluegrass.

A barbecue will begin Saturday morning with bar-
becue plates for sale beginning at 6 p.m.

The arts and crafts and flea market will be set up at
Jumpertown School, located directly across from the
Jumpertown City Park.

Hill’s Chapel Rally
Saturday At School

The candidate speaking at Hills Chapel will be
Saturday, July 23, beginning at 4:30 p.m. at Hills Chapel
School.

Candidates for sheriff will speak first. Candidates for
constable will speak last.

County and district candidates will be allowed to speak
five minutes, State candidates will be allowed to speak
10 minutes with no interruptions allowed into the slate of
county candidates that are speaking. No more than three
state candidates may speak consecutively.

The last official candidate speaking will be the county-
wide rally at Booneville City Park on Saturday, July 30,
beginning at 1 p.m.

Police Department
Hires Temporary Help

Three men have been hired temporarily as policemen
at the Booneville Police Department.

John Tullis, Perry Jackson and Jess Chaffin began
working at the police department last week.

They have been hired for eight weeks while Officers
Joe Coggins and James Pennington are attending the
police academy.

Sittin’ Pretty

Finding a cool and comfortable place to sit and watch the festivities was a popular
pastime Saturday as prospective voters turned out to dot the hillsides around Marietta
Springs Park. The occasion was the fifth in a series of political rallies leading up to the

Aug. 2 primary. The next one will be at 4:30 p.m. at Hil’s Chapel this coming Saturday.
The final, countywide rally will be the following weekend at the Booneville West Side
Park. (Photos by Ken Christian).

Unemployment Edges Up To 14.5 %

Prentiss County’s
unemployment -rate con-
tinues an upward trend as
students on summer break
continue to enter the job
market.

According to Charles
Smith of the Corinth office of
the Mississippi Employment
Security Service, Prentiss
County’s unemployment

rate last month was 145
percent.

The previous month the
rate was 13.0 percent which
was up from the year's low
of 12.9 percent in April.

In June 1982, the county’s
unemployment rate was 10.3
percent.

Smith said the current 14.5
percent unemployment rate

With Conservation Practices

represents 1,630 Prentiss
Countians who are out of
work. There are an
estimated 9,650 who are
working, for a total job force
of 11,280.

Smith said the usual trend
is for an increase in
joblessness during June as a
result of students seeking
summer work.

Statewide, Mississippi’s
unemployment rate rose to
13.6 percent in June, an
increase of 1.6 points
compared to May's 120
percent figure.

Last year's June unem-
ployment rate was 11.2
percent.

The national rate for June
1983 was 10.2 percent.

Farmers Help Curb Soil Loss

By JIMMY BONNER
Cooperative Extension
Service

If every farmer in the
state farmed like Julius
Holley of Prentiss County,
Mississippi wouldn’t have its
reputation for one of the

nation’s worst erosion
problems.
Prentiss County also

wouldn’t be losing soil at the
rate of 17 tons per acre. This
is among the highest levels
in the state and in an area

where erosion losses are
considerably higher than the
state average.

Statewide, farmers are
losing soil at the rate of
almost 11 tons per acre.
Mississippi trails only
Tennessee and Missouri
nationally in soil erosion.

Holley, who farms wheat,
soybeans and grain sorghum
with son J.C. Holley Jr., uses
erosion control practices
that are reducing soil losses
to a fraction of the Prentiss
County average.

His practices include the
use of no-till planting in-
volving a special no-till
planter made available at
low cost through the
cooperation of agricultural
agencies. By using no-till
and other practices, Holley
is reducing erosion to about
three tons per acre, the
tolerance level set by the
U.S. Soil Conservation
Service (SCS).

The no-till planter is
available through a special
arrangement among the

SCS, the Agricultural
Stablization and Con-
servation Service, the
Mississippi Cooperative

Extension Service and the
Tennessee Valley Authority.

All have a hand in seeing
that Holley and other far-
mers who use the planter
have all the tools they need
in no-till farming. SCS
provides the technical help,
the Extension Service the
educational information,

(See Farmers, Page 16)

Montgomery, 21.9 percent.
Rankin, 8.1 percent;
Oktibbeha, 8.6 percent;
Yalobusha, 9.0 percent; and

Seventy-five of the state’s
82 counties had unem-
ployment rates of 10.0
percent or higher in June.

Eight counties had rates in
excess of 20.0 percent.
Counties with the highest
unemployment rates in June
were George, 26.0 percent;

Issaquena, 9.3 percent, had
the lowest rates in the state.

Seventy-six counties
reported increases in their
unemployment rates from

May to June, while only six
reported decreases.

Jefferson, 24.5 percent;
Greene, 22,8 percent; and

High Incidence of
Handicapped Babies

Causes Concern

An increasing number of handicapped or retarded
babies being born and surviving in the United States has
the medical community concerned.

Nationally, officials estimate that as much as one-
third of all hospital care for infants goes to treat and
maintain handicapped children.

Because of technical advances in medical treatment,
more infants with severe handicaps are surviving than
did just a few years ago.

According to statistics from the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Health, 336 babies were born in Prentiss County
during 1981. Only one died before its first birthday.

(See Babies, Page 2)

First Load Of Mufflers
Delivered By New Firm

Prentiss County’s newest
industry is now in operation.
The first shipment of goods
were delivered to the
customer last week.

Owned by the Ethridge
family of Booneville, Easy
Manufacturing Inc. is
Prentiss County’s first
muffler manufacturing
plant, In fact, according to
Mack Ethridge, it is the only
such plant in the area.

Located on the old Jeran
Theater lot, the plant is
adjacent to the Ethridges’
auto supply business on
College Street.

The auto supply has
maintained a warehouse for
some time, distributing over

three states mufflers
produced by other
manufacturers.  Ethridge

says the muffler industry
was s0 good that the supply
house decided to begin
producing its own line of
muffler to distribute through
the warehouse.

The manufacturing plant
started operation about
three weeks ago, and the
first batch of mufflers were
shipped to Summerton, S.C.,
last week.

Much of the machinery to
produce the mufflers is
automated. Presently the
company employs eight
people with that number
expected to rise to about 12
by the end of the year.

By the time all the kinks
are worked out and the
company is in full operation,
the new manufacturing
plant should be turning out
about 800 new mufflers a
day, Ethridge said.

The mufflers produced by
the company are mainly for

(See Mufflers, Page 2)

OFF TO MARKET - Pictured with the first shipment of mufflers produced by Easy
Manufacturing Inc. of Booneville are (l-r) Hershel Dodds, plant superintendent; Shirley
Runions, bookkeeper; J.B. Ethridge; Theresa Hamm, computer operator; Molly and Mack
Ethridge; Holly Davis, consultant; and Mackie McKinney, driving the forklift. Not pic-
tured is Larry Tillman, sales manager.







