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Roundup
Time Marches On For

Courthouse Chimes

The courthouse clock chimes are ringing once again
thanks to the efforts of the Prentiss County Courthouse
custodian Eddie Holley.

Holley, who as been working to repair the chimes for
two months, compieted the job Monday.

There are two clocks on the courthouse. The west clock
has been working all the time. But the east clock, which
contains the chimes, was the one that Holley repaired.

Holley had to put the east clock back together because
someone had taken it apart in an attempt to repair it. He
also had to put a new motor init.

Now the clock chimes every hour. “One man said it
sounded like old times,” Holley said Wednesday mor-
ning.

Courthouse officials do not remember exactly how
long it has been since the chimes worked but they do
know it has been at least 12 years.

Marietta Political
Rally Is Saturday

Prentiss County’s fifth candidate speaking will be held
at Marietta Springs Park Saturday, July 16, beginning at
4:30 p.m,

Candidates for constable will speak first. Candidates
for sheriff will speak last.

Other scheduled candidate speakings will be held at
Hills Chapel on Saturday, July 23, beginning at 4:30 p.m.
and the countywide rally which will be held at Booneville
City Park on Saturday, July 30, beginning at 1 p.m.

Local Man Indicted
In Corinth ‘Pot’ Theft

A Booneville man is among 11 people who have been
indicted by an Alcorn County Grand Jury in connection
with the theft of 128 pounds of marijuana that was in the
custody of the Alcorn County Sheriff's Department.

John Phillip Berryhill, 22, of Booneville and five other
men have been indicted on charges of conspiring with
each other to sell marijuana.

Berryhill was also indicted on charges of breaking and
entering a private room of the jail, carrying away
property of the jail, carrying away a property of the
state being stored as evidence; possession of marijuana
with the intent to sell or distribute; and conspiring with
other inmates to sell, transfer or distribute marijuana.

The marijuana was discovered missing during a trial
in May when Circuit Judge Neal Biggers ordered the
bales of marijuana to be weighed. At that time it was
discovered that the bales were found to be 128 pounds
less than their originial weight when confiscated by
authorities.

The marijuana was part of 348 bales confiscated last
summer by Alcorn County authorities. It had been
stored at the Alcorn County jail since late January.

Two Arrested For
Tupelo Pickup Theft

A Prentiss County man and a Lee County man have
been arrested in connection with the theft of a pickup
truck stolen in Tupelo.

David O. Holder, 25, of Route 1, Marietta, and Roe
Daniel “Pete” Murphy, 37, of Route 7, Tupelo, were
charged with the theft of the pickup.

Murphy was arrested Friday night of last week.

Department early Monday morning.
Holder's bond was set at $50,000 and Murphy’s bond
was set at $175,000.

Nursing Home Helps
Residents To Vote

The Aletha Lodge Nursing Home in Booneville is
making arrangements to allow patients to vote by ab-
sentee ballot in the Aug. 2 primary.

At 5 p.m. Monday, July 25, Circuit Clerk Travis Cox
plans to be at the nursing home to assist the patients
there to vote. However, relatives should make
arrangements with Cox’s office prior to that time so that
necessary paper work can be taken care of ahead of
time, according to Katie Jo Lindley, who is in charge of
medical records at the nursing home.

It would be helpful to have a member of the patient’s
family present on the afternoon of July 25 to assist in the
voting process, Ms. Lindley said.

Supervisor Elected To
Association Committee

Prentiss County District 3 Supervisor J.P. Davis has
been elected to serve on the Mississippi Association of
Supervisors’ Nominating Committee for the next year.

This committee is .composed of 11 supervisors who are
elected from the planning and development districts
throughout Mississippi.

The nominating committee is responsible for meeting
the association’s annual convention and nominating to
the general assembly a slate of officers to serve the
association each year.

This committee annually nominates a president,
secretary-treasurer and three vice-presidents (one from
each of the state’s Supreme Court districts).

The nominating committee is also responsible for
nominating 11 members (one-half) of the executive
committee for the approval of the general assembly of
supervisors.

For Repairs

Damaged Bridge Gets High Priority

Repairs to a hazardous,
flood-damaged bridge on
Highway 45 in Prentiss
County are expected to
begin this week.

Robert Davis, district

U.S. Highway 45 Bridge Over Wolf

maintenance engineer with
the Mississippi State High-
way Department in Tupelo,
told The Banner-indepen-
dent Tuesday that the
contract has been let and

Booneville Post Office

Holder turned himself in at the Lee County Sheriff’s |

Creek

work is scheduled to begin
this week to repair the U.S.
45 bridge over Wolf Creek
just north of Frankstown.

The bridge was damaged
by flooding from unusually

heavy rainfall this spring.

About two weeks ago the
highway department
reduced the weight limit on
the bridge to a maximum of
25 tons, lowered the speed

limit to 35 mph over the
bridge, and closed that
section of US. 45 to all
trucks over 25 tons.

The repair of the bridge is
being given high priority by
the highway department.
Davis said he does not know
exactly how long it will take
to complete the work, but he
said the crew will stay with
the job until it is finished.

“Since it is an emergency,
we're going to go ahead and
work right straight through
until it is completed,” he
said.

Although the bridge is
considered dangerous, Paul
Swindoll of the highway
department’s construction
department said he does not
feel there is any danger of
the bridge collapsing.

“The primary problem,”
he said, ‘‘is due to all this
heavy rain that we’ve had
and the erosion we’'ve had
around the end pins.”

“The job consists of re-
establishing the banks with
some riprap protection
underneath the bridge,” he
said. “Then we are going to
go ahead and drive some
new piling. for

precaution.” -

However, Swindoll said -
the most urgent need to get :
the support for the bridge :
back in good shape. :

“What we require the
contractor to do first is re-
establish those banks and :
get the rip-rap protection in .
there,” he said. “That will .
be the first thing done on the °
project. That's the most
critical part.”

Swindoll admitted that :
there could be additional :
problems with the bridge if :
there should be more heavy |
rainfalls before repair work
is completed. :

“And it could cause .
problems on any other :
certain number of bridges -
like this, with the right type -
of rainfall,” he said.

Being in the construction :
department, Swindoll said °
that he was not in a position ;
to know if the bridge in
Prentiss County is the most |
hazardous in the area. But
he said he thought it :
probably is. :

The contract to repair the -
bridge has been let to Key
Construction Company of -
Jackson, Miss. ;

Postal Service Invites Bids For New Building Site

As promised in a meeting
with local residents last
week, the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice is once again inviting
the public to submit bids on
possible sites for the location
of a new post office in
Booneville.

A number of local
residents -- particularly
downtown businessmen and
women - objected to the
Postal Service’s tentative

selection of a site on U.S.

"Highway 45 for the proposed

new building.

They said that location --
adjacent to Kentucky Fried
Chicken — would be in-
convenient for the majority
of postal patrons and that it
would be hazardous since
U.S. 45 the major highway
through Booneville.

Tuesday of last week,
local postmaster Jack

Wright, section center
manager Wayne Poole of
Tupelo, and William Deason
and Earle Martin of the
Postal Service's real estate
office in Memphis met with
local residents to discuss
objections to moving the
post office out of the
downtown area.

During that meeting, the
postal officials agreed to
give local landowners

another change to submit
property for sale to the
USPS for the possible
location of a new post office.
Thus was <one to give local
residents an opportunity to
submit a site which they feel
is more suitable.

The Postal Service has
already advertised once for
bids on property for this
project. At that time only
eight bids were submitted.

Three from the downtown
area were not large enough
to suit the needs of the post
office; the remaining five
were all located along U S.
45, the postal -officials said.

In the second invitation for
sites, Charles E. Smith,
manager of the Postal
Service’s real estate branch,
says that property
previously offered for sale to
the post office will remain

under review and need not -
be resubmitted. .

Sites to be considered for
purchase must meet certain
requirements which are
spelled out in the official
advertisement for sites:

- The property must lie
within an area bounded on
the north by West Chambers
Street, on the south by

(See Post Office, Page 2)

Junior College Awards Contracts For School Year

The Northeast Jumior
College Board of Trustees
awarded numerous bids
during their regular mon-
thly meeting Tuesday af-
ternoon, according to NE
President Harold T. White.

In addition to awarding
bids, the board also ap-
proved hiring two new
faculty members - Shirley

Taylor of Amory, who will
assist in voice and piano;
and Susan Holley of
Marietta, who will teach in
the computer science
program. Both will began
teaching at Northeast this
fall.

The following bids were
awarded:

Bus shop supplies went to

Harwell Distributing for
$128.40 and also to Motor
Parts for $64.32.

Janitorial supplies were
awarded to Unijax of
Memphis, $3,874.81; Paper
and Chemical Co. of Shef-
field, Ala., $923.98; Newell
Paper Co., of Columbus,
$2,078.20; Mississippi Paper
Co. of Tupelo, $281.65;

VIEWING THE RESULTS -- Extension Service personnel view the results of no-till
planting of corn on the Billy Joe Moss farm in Prentiss County. Take note of the stand of
corn and the clean condition of the field, advises ASCS director Charles Calvert.

Prentiss County Ranks
High In Topsoil Loss

By C.E.CALVERT
Prentiss County ASCS Office

Statistics indicate that
Mississippi loses an average
of 11 tons of soil per acre
each year. Prentiss County
loses an average of 17 tons
per acre.

Prentiss County loses
more per acre because of the
sloping cropland that is

being planted to soybeans.
Much of this loss can be
stopped and soil held in

" place by making a change in

farming methods.

During the past five years,
many Prentiss
farmers have changed their
crop planting methods from
row farming to drilling their
crops, particularly
soybeans, by far the largest

County-

crop acreage in the county.

This change has saved
many tons of soil on sloping
cropland where tillage is not
performed until late spring
when the new crop is ready
to be planted.

As a further soil -saving
idea, as well as a means to
produce a more

(See Topsoil, Page 2)

Mississippi Corrections at
Parchman, $48; Harwell
Distrubition of New Albany,
$240; Long Wholesale of
Corinth, $48.

Two companies were
awarded contracts for light
bulbs —~ Stewart C. Irby,
$3,686.10, and Stanford
Electrical Supply, $297.

Bids for electrical supplies

for

were awarded to Mec-
Cullough Supply Co. for
$12.35; Tombigbee Electric
$193.80; Stanford
Electrical Supply Co.,
$385.50; Stuart C. Irby Co.,
$645.14; and Nesco Inc.
$435.50.

Contracts for plumbing
supplies were awarded to
Paine Supply, $614.23 and

ACH Supply Co., $1,004.
Office supply bids were
awarded to Benco of Tupelo,
$2,933.02; Mississippi Schoal
Supply of Jackson, $98.94;
Richardson Printing &
Office Supply, $123.58;
Middleton Office Supply,
$217.10; Pitts  Office

(See NEMJC, Page 12)

Marijuana Plant Finds
An Unusual Home --

On The Sheriff’s Roof!

The Prentiss County
Sheriff’s Department is
growing marijuana. And,
as strange as it may sound,
it is growing in a container
on the roof of the county
jail.

“It’s been out there a
week or two,” Sheriff John
McCauley said Tuesday
night. “We had it inside,
but we wanted people to
look at it so they could
identify marijuana
plants.”

When asked whether or
not it is legal for a local law
enforcement agency to
possess marijuana plants
for display purposes, the
gheriff admitted he does
not know.

“I don’t kmow whether
it's legal or not,’” he said.
“But, I don’t believe you'd
go around many sheriffs’
offices without seeing one.
They keep them for the
same purpose.’
Why the roof?
“If we leave the plants

inside, they'll die,” the
sheriff said. “I didn’t know
they were going to put it on
top of the building. I
imagine one of the deputies
put it up there. I saw him
watering it.”

But the roof is not too
agreeable for the plant,
either. The heat is killing
the plant.

“We'll probably leave it
out there until we get
another,” the sheriff said.
“I like to keep one growing
so we can show it to people
so they’ll know what
marijuana looks like.”

He said this is the first
time there has been a
marijuana plant on top of
the sheriff’s office.

“We didn't figure
anybody could get it down
without anybody knowing
it,” he said.

" The sheriff said that, as
far as he knows, no one
other than The Banner-
Independent has inquired
about the plant on the roof.

Hot Pot!







