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Roundup For Third Time
Five Indictments

Quashed In Court

Five indictments returned by the Prentiss County
grand jury in February have been quashed, or set aside,
because the foreman of the grand jury signed his name
on the wrong page of the indictments, according to
Circuit Court Judge Fred Wicker.

There are three sheets in an indictment, the orginal,
and two copies. The foreman is required to endorse the
indictment by placing hls name on the original sheet,

- Wicker said.

However, in this instance, the foreman signed his
name on the back of one of the copies and the original
sheet was only signed by the district attorney, Wicker
said.

This is the first time this has ever happened here and
Is unlikely it will ever happen again because these
particuliar forms have been discarded, Wicker said. All
signing will now be done on the front page of the in-
dictment.

Prentiss County was the only county in the state still
using this particuliar form. Wicker noted.

The following indictments were quashed: Rosie Marie
Rogan, burglary and larceny; Bacron Lee McKinney,
burglary and larceny of an ..hab#&d dwelling and
aggravated assault; Terry Ow.q..m,"forgery, receiving
stolen property, and burglary and larceny of a dwelling
and a building.

Most of the people who were indicted in February
pleaded guilty to the charges, even though their in-
dictment could have been quashed, according to County
Attorney John Hatcher.

The grand jury will be recalled on Sept. 12 at which
time they will re-hear the cases which were quashed.

Wheeler Rally Is
Saturday At 4:30

The fourth official candidate speaking will be held at
Wheeler School Saturday, July 9, beginning at 4:30 p.m.

The candidates for sheriff will speak first. Candidates
for constable will speak last. B

County and district candidates will be allowed to speak
five minutes. State candidates will be allowed to speak
10 minutes each with no interruptions allowed into the
slate of county candidates that are speaking. No more
than three state candidates may speak consecutively.

The fifth speaking will be held at Marietta on July 16.

Attorney General’s

Staff To Visit

Members of Attorney General Bill Allain’s staff will be
in Prentiss County next week to hear complaints and
answer questions.

Staff members from the attorney general’s Consumer
Protection Division and State-Local Division will be in
Corinth, Booneville and Baldwyn July 11.

They will be at the Alcorn County Courthouse from 8 to
10 a.m., at the Prentiss County Courthouse in Booneville
from 10 30 a.m. to noon, and at the city hall in Baldwyn
from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Attorney General Allain said he is urging all citizens
and public officials to meet with these staff members to
voice consumer complaints and to ask questions per-
taining to state and local government.

Two Convicted \

For Shoplifting

In the only trial that was heard last week during the
June term of the Prentiss County Circuit Court, a jury
found two women guilty of shoplifting at Wal-Mart.

The women, Mary Grove Stewart and Rebecca
Groves, had appealed the case from city court.

_ The jury deliberated about half an hour before
returning the guilty verdict.

The women were each sentenced to serve 15 days in
the city jail, pay a $200 fine and court costs and pay $25 in
restitution to Wal-Mart.

Circuit Judge Fred Wicker presided.

New County Agent

Is Named For Prentiss

Clifford Hampton, 25, of
Louisville, Miss., has been
named the new County
Agent for Prentiss County.

Hampton received a B.S.
degree in agriculture
education from Alcorn
State University. He is
presently working on a
master’s degree.

He has served as 4-H
Youth Agent in Sunflower
County for one year and as
assistant county agent in
Bolivar County for two
years.

Hampton assumed

duties as county agent July
1. CLIFFORD HAMPTON

Suit Against Tax Assessor Is Dismissed

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A chancery court judge

has dismissed a third
lawsuit brought by the
Prentiss County Board of
Education and Supt. Lex
Cain against Prentiss
County Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers.
Following a May 13
hearing on a motion by
Childers’ attorneys,
Chancellor George F.
Adams dismissed the suit
last week.

Supt. Cain said Wed-
nesday that the county
school board will probably
appeal the judge's decision.

The county school board
filed their latest suit against
Childers last December. As
in two previous suits, the
school board claimed that in
1980 Childers failed to collect
a portion of taxes for the
county school system.

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District was
created effective July 1,
1980. Beginning that year,
taxes collected within the
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city limits of Booneville and
earmarked for school
purposes were collected by
the city of Booneville for the
newly created separate
school district.

The county school board
claimed in their suit that
Childers should have
collected this money that
first year and that it should
have gone to the county
school system, not the city
system.

The amount of money
involved is $137,408.

“It was never the duty of

Mr. Childers to collect this
(money),” Adams ruled.
‘‘He had no responsibility to
collect this tax, as the board
of supervisors did not assess
it for the year 1980-81.”

In testimony during the
May 13 hearing, Supt. Cain
admitted that the budget the
county school system
submitted to the board of
supervisors did not include
tax money from within the
city school system.

Cain said his original
budget did include this
money, but when -- as

required by law -- the budget
was sent to Jackson for
approval, it was rejected by
the state department of
education.

Supt. Cain testified that he
was instructed by the state
department of education to
remove the city taxes from
the county school budget. He
said he did so and the
revised budget was then
approved by the state and
finally submitted to the
Prentiss County board of
supervisors. The super-
visors used this budget in

establishing the county’s tax
millage rate.

In his ruling last week,
Chancellor Adams said:

‘“‘After a hearing on the
motion, the court is of the
opinion that the proof is
uncontradicted that the
Prentiss County Tax
Assessor and Collector,
defendant Danny B.
Childers, did not have
submitted to him a levy for
school tax property in the
Booneville Separate School

(See Lawsuit, Page 2)

Postal Officials Re-Open Site Selection Process

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Local residents who are
displeased with the proposed
location of a new post office
in Booneville have until Aug.
5 to come up with a suitable
alternate location.

Approximately 100
citizens -- most with
businesses or offices in the
downtown area -- met with
U.S. Postal  officials
Tuesday morning at Nor-

theast Junior College to
protest the proposed
location of a new post office
being planned for
Booneville.

Despite the fact that the
meeting was not well
publicized, so many people
showed up that it had to be
moved to a larger room to
handle the crowd.

Most of those at the
meeting said they want the
new post office in
Booneville. Their objection

is to the location the postal
service has tentatively
selected -- along U.S. High-
way 45.

The objectors claim it will
be inconvenient and hazard-
ous to postal patrons if the
new building is located along
the highway which is the
major thoroughfare through
Prentiss County.

After hearing the com-
plaints, postal officials
agreed to give local
residents 30 days to submit

UNDER THE SHADE TREE - Literally thousands of people turned out for the political
rally Monday, July 4, at historic Jacinte Courthouse. Many spent time looking at the dif-
ferent displays while others, like those above, found a comfortable place to listen to the
candidates speak. For more pictures of this weekend’s political rallies, see Page 14. (Photo
by Suzann Sims)

alternate site proposals.
They said all property
submitted will be con-
sidered, including the site
already under consideration
along US. 45. The best
location will be selected
from those submitted, they
said.

Postal representatives
attended the meetings
were Booneville postmaster
Jack Wright; his immediate
superior Wayne Poole,
section center manager and

postmaster in Tupelo;
William Deason, realty
specialist from the Postal
Service’s real estate office
in Memphis; and Earle
Martin, general manager of
the field real estate and
buildings office in Memphis.

All of those who spoke out
at Tuesday’s meeting said
they want the post office to
remain in the downtown
area.

“We'll be glad to stay in
the downtown area if we can

find a suitable site,” Poole
said. “We just wish you had
gotten involved in this
earlier.”

“To this date, no ane has
come to me to discuss this
situation - other than at my
invitation,”’ postmaster
Wright said during the
meeting.

The Postal Service
originally advertised in
March for local landowners

(See Post Office, Page 3)

Ten Are Sentenced
In Prentiss Circuit Court

Ten men were sentenced
last week by Circuit Judge
Fred Wicker during the final
week of the June term of
Prentiss County Circuit
Court. Five of the men
received prison sentences.

Steve Parker, 17, of Route
7, Booneville, was sentenced
to serve 10 years in prison.
This sentence is to run
concurrently with a charge
in Lee County. Parker
pleaded guilty to burglary
and larceny in connection
with a break-in at the home
of Opal Deaton Ford.

William Chandler, 20, of
Sunflower Sireet,
Booneville, was sentenced to
serve five years in prison.
This sentence is to run
concurrently with a charge
in Lee County. Chandler
pleaded guilty to grand
larcency.

Benjamin King of
Booneville was sentenced to
serve three years in prison.
He pleaded guilty to a
charge of burglary and
larceny in connection with a
break-in at the Thomas T.
Patton residence in May

1982,

Jerry Dale King of
Booneville was sentenced to
serve five years in prison.
He also pleaded guilty to a
burglary and larceny charge
stemming from a break-in at
the Thomas T. Patton
residence."

Alvin Junior Nichols, 33, of
Baldwyn, was given a 15
year prison sentence.
Nichols pleaded guilty to a
manslaughter charge and
one count of aggravated

(See Sentenced, Page 11)

Booneville To File
For Jobs Bill Grant

The Booneville Board of
Mayor and Aldermen
discussed mostly routine
business during their
regularly scheduled mon-
thly meeting Tuesday night,

The board passed four
resolutions one of which
authorized the city to file an
application to the state for a
grant under its 1983 jobs bill
(CDBG) program.

If approved and funded,
this grant money would be
used to construct sidewalks
on Church, Smith, Sun-
flower, N. Lake, Anderson
and Mimosa streets.

If the project is funded,
unemployed people from the
city will be hired to con-
struct the sidewalks, Mayor
Charles Crabb said. Cost of
the project is estimated to be

$60,000,

Easements will be needed
in some places, Crabb said.
“We will need cooperation
from the people on this,” he
said.

The other th.ree
resolutions the board
adopted concerned giving
the mayor authority to

(See Grant, Page 25






