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Candidates To Speak
‘At Thrasher Saturday

Prentiss County’s first official candidate speaking will
be this Saturday, Juné 25, at 1 p.m. at Thrasher School.

The 17 candidates seeking election as sheriff of
Prentiss County are scheduled to begin speaking at 1
p.m.,

They will be followed by candidates for superintendent
of education, chancery clerk, tax assessor and collector,
circuit clerk, county attorney, coroner ranger, justice
court judge nothern district, supervisor, and constable.

County and district candidates will be allowed five
minutes to speak.

State candidates will be allowed 10 minutes each with
no interruptions into the slate of county candidates that
are speaking. No more than three state candidates may
speak consecutively.

WBIP will furnish the public address system. A fee
will be charged each candidate wishing to speak over the
air.

pertown on July 2, at 1 p.m. At this speaking tht_a can-
didates for constable will speak first and the candidates
for sheriff will speak last.

There will be one scheduled speaking per county
district plus the traditional July 4 picnic at Bal(!wyn and
the county-wide rally held at the Booneville City Park.

Criminal Cases Set

For Circuit Court

The second week of the June term of Prentiss County
Circuit Court is scheduled to begin Monday, June 27,
with Circuit Court Judge Fred Wicker presiding.

Some eight civil cases were scheduled to be heard this
week during the first week of court,

Among the 31 cases scheduled to be heard include an
arson case which is scheduled for Thursday, June 30.
Roe Daniel “Pete” Murphy of Lee County and O’neal
Turner of Pontotoc face a charge of arson stemming
from an April 1, 1982, fire which destroyed the home of
Henry and Linda Lawson of Jumpertown. The two men,
along with Mrs. Lawson, also face trial on a charge of
conspiracy to commit arson in connection with the same
incident.

Alvin Junior Nichols will face trial Tuesday on
charges of manslaughter and aggravated assault. Also
slated for trial Tuesday are Jerry King, Benjamin King
and former Prentiss County deputy Jimmy King who are
charged with burglary and larceny of a dwelling and
grand larceny.

On Wednesday Jerry Shook faces trial on charges of
simple assault on a law enforcement officer. Shelton R.
Godsey is also scheduled for trial on Wednesday on four
counts of aggravated assault. ;

Unemployment Rate
Is 13 Percent

Prentiss County’s unemployment rate edged up
slightly at mid-May to 13.0 percent. It was 12.9 percent in
April and 9.8 percent in May 1982.

This jobless rate represents 1,440 individuals unem-
ployed of a labor force of 11,070.

According to Charles Smith, manager of the
Mississippi State Employment Service in Corinth, the
most recent statistics indicate the the civilian labor
force experienced a rise of 200 from last month, but a
decline of 60 from one year ago.

There were 9,630 Prentiss Countians employed at mid-
month, compared to 9,470 in April and 10,040 in May, one
year ago.

Manufacturing employment in the county was
estimated to be 2,730, 50 above the previous estimate but
50 below that of ocne year ago. Nonmanufacturing jobs
registered 3,630, compared to 3,580 in April and 3,680 in
May 1982. :

Corps Will Not
Purchase Land

An error in a report published by the U.S. Corps of
Engineers has concerned some people in Prentiss
County who own property near the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway.

According to Sam Green of the Corps public affairs’
office, Mobile District, the mistake was in a map in
volume one of the Corps’ “Draft Report and En-
vironmental Impact Statement for the Tennessee-
Tombighee Waterway Wildlife Mitigation Feasibility
Study.”

Green said that the map (figure 22, volume one) in-
dicated that the Corps would buy private property along
the waterway from Bay Springs north to U.S. 30, on both
sides of the lake.

“That line (drawn to indicate which properties would
be purchased) should never have been put in there,” he
said. “We don’t plan to buy that property.”

Green said the Corps has sent out supplemental,
corrected maps to replace those published in the books.

The second candidate speaking will be held at Jum-

For Average Consumer

Electric Power Rates Are Going Down

Because of a change in the
rate structure from Ten-
nessee Valley Authority,
customers of the Prentiss
County Electric Power
Association are soon going
to see some changes in their
electric power bills.

Although some individual
members may see an in-
crease in their bill, the
average PCEPA member
will see a reduction of ap-
proximately three percent,
says PCEPA manager
Ronny Rowland.

Based on 1982 sales data,
this means PCEPA
customers will, as a whole,
pay $258,332 less per year for
their electricity.

The rate changes will take
effect beginning with meter
readings taken after July 2,
Rowland said.

According to Rowland, the
Public Utilities Regulatory
Policies Act (PURPA)
passed by the U.S. Congress
in 1980 required TVA to
review their rate-making
policies.

Bell Official Tells PCDA

After 214 years of public
hearings and negotiations
with power distributors and
directly-served large in-
dustries, TVA decided on

several new rate policies

which will be implemented
on July 2, he said.

These changes are
designed so that the various
rates and charges will more
accurately reflect current
costs, will improve the
relationship between the
rate schedules, and will
provide adequate revenues

to distributors to cover their
costs.

The changes are not in-
tended to provide increases
in revenues for TVA,
Rowland said.

Since PCEPA purchases
its electric power from TVA,
the rate changes to be im-
plemented by TVA will
affect PCEPA members .in
several ways, Rowland said.

Three PCEPA rate
schedules will be changed
beginning next month: the
residential rate schedule,

Local Phone Rates May Double

South Central Bell district
manager Tom Bailey told
Booneville and Prentiss
County leaders last week
that charges for local
telephone service will in-
crease over the next year or

so. However, he said,
charges for long distance
service will probably
decrease.

Bailey met with directors
of the Prentiss County
Development  Association
during their regular mon-
thly meeting on Tuesday of
last week. Several other city
and county leaders were
also on hand as invited
guests.

“Technological advances
and competition in the in-

dustry fostered by federal
regulators are causing
changes in the prices for
telephone service,”” Bailey
said.

“On the other hand,’” he
said, ‘‘the consent decree
signed by AT&T and the
Department of Justice is
bringing about structural
changes.”

Bailey explained that
beginning in 1984, South
Central Bell will provide
local service and AT&T will
be a completely separate
company providing both
long distance service and
telephones and other
equipment. AT&T will

(See Phone Rates, Page 2)

Principal Refuses NEJC Position

By ED WOODWARD

Despite rumors that he
has resigned or is about to
resign his position -as
Baldwyn High School
principal to accept a position
at Northeast Junior College,
C.L. “Red” Shelton says he
intends te remain at
Baldwyn High School and

will refuse the NEMJC
appointment.

Shelton’s appointment ‘to
the math and computer
sciences department at
NEMJC was approved at a
meeting of the school’s
board on June 14. Baldwyn
Separate School District
Superintendent Steve Clark
had also said that he ex-

pected to receive the the
principal’s resignation
within a few days.

But Monday morning,
June 20, Shelton said, “I'm
going to stay where I am."

“I have a job offer from
Northeast and I have been
thinking about it,”” he ad-
mitted.

“I had a little flare-up

back in February, irregular
heartbeat, but I'm in good
health,” he said in answer to
a report that he wanted to
leave his Baldwyn High
School post for health
reasons. '

“That may have been an
underlying reason (for

(See Principal, Page 2)

the general rate schedule,
and the outdoor lighting
schedule.

The new residential rate
will consist of three parts:
the customer charge (which
does not include any elec-
tricity), the first 2,000
kilowatt hours, and all above
2,000 kilowatt hours, which
will be charged at a higher
rate,

To offset a portion of what
would otherwise be charged
to the service charge, the
PCEPA board shifted a

portion of the benefits from
the low-cost hydroelectric
power to the customer
charge, Rowland said. This
amounts to $4 per month per
customer, he said.

After the first 2,000
kilowatt hours of power are
used, each additional
kilowatt hour costs 0.656
cents more than did each
kwh in the first 2,000.

The general power rate
will also have three parts:

(See PCEPA, Page 14)

campus.

Lions’ Band

To Train
At Northeast

This Saturday some 142 high school band students are
expected to converge on the Northeast Junior College

These students are members of the 1983 Mississippi
Lions’ All-State Band and will be at Northeast next week

to prepare for the international Lions’ band cham-
pionship to be held in Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.

Competing with Lions’ bands from other states and
countries, the Mississippi band has won the international
championship for nine of the past 12 years, according to
Northeast band director Ricky Bishop.

The Lions’ Band is made up of the best high school
band students in the state, he said. Liz Ferrell of -
Booneviile is one of the students selected for that honor.
She is sponsored by the Booneville Lions’ Club.

According to Bishop, Lions’ Band officials selected
Northeast as the training site for this year’s band after
touring all available facilities.

“They decided Northeast had the best facilities and
they chose Northeast because of that,” he said.

(See Lions’ Band,‘Page 3)







