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Candidate Speakings
To Start June 25

Prentiss County’s first official candidate speaking will
be held a week from Saturday, on June 25, beginning at 1
p-m. at Thrasher.

One scheduled speaking per county district plus the
traditional Baldwyn July 4 picnic and the county-wide
rally held at the Booneville City Park was the decision of
the Prentiss County Democratic candidates at a meeting
Saturday at the Prentiss County Courthouse. :

All district speakings will be held on Saturdays and
will begin at 1 p.m. The Booneville City Park rally will
begin at 10 a.m. The date for the candidate speakmg at
Baldwyn has not yet been set.

State candidates will be allowed 10 minutes each with
no interruptions into the slate of county candidates that
are speaking. No more than three state candidates may
speak consecutively.

minutes.

WBIP will furnish the public address system. A fee
will be charged each candidate wishing to speak over the
air,

The following sites and dates have been scheduled by
the Prentiss County Democratic Executive Committee:
Thrasher, June 25, 1 p.m,; Jumpertown, July 2, 1.p.m.,
Baldwyn, July 4; Wheeler, July 9, 1 p.m.; Marietta, July
16, 1 p.m.; Hills Chapel, July 23, 1 p.m.; and Booneville
City Park, July 30, 10 a.m.

Voter Registration
Deadline Is July 2

Prospective voters who will be 18 on or before the
general election on Nov. 8, canregister to-vote until noon
on Saturday, July 2, to be eligible to vote in the August
primaries, according to Prentiss County Circuit Clerk
Travis Cox.

Prospective voters may register to vote in the cireuit
clerk’s office in the Prentiss County Courthouse.

Some 15,344 people voted in the 1979 election. When the

recounted, there were 15 939 registered voters.
Since March, over 400 people have registered- to vote
Cox said.

Elam Named

Bobby Allen Elam is the
new manager of the First
Citizens’ National Bank in
Booneville, according to an
announcement from bank
president, Lewis Whitfield.

Elam, who has 20 years
of banking experience in
Corinth, joins First Bank
as a vice-president of the
organization. :

The 48-year-old banker is
a graduate of Farmington
High School and attended
Northeast Junior College.
He is a graduate of the
School of Banking of the
South at Louisiana State
University, the Mississippi School of Banking' at The
University of Mississippi, and the National Installment
Credit School. He also holds a basic certificate from the
American Institute of Banking.

Elam has been a member of the Corinth Civitan Club
for 10 years and has served as president of the
organization. He is a member of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and serves on the
board of directors for the Mississippi Cystic F1bros15
Foundation.

BOBBY ELAM

He is a member of the Pinecrest Baptist Church where .

he serves on the board of directors for church school, is a
church trustee, and is an assistant teacher and assnstant
choir director.

Elam and his wife, Barbara, have one child, Brett.

“During the past two years, the people of Prentiss
county have responded positively to First Bank,”
whitfield said in announcing Elam’s appointment. “We
expect continued growth and development under the
leadership of Bobby Elam.” Sy

Swimming Lessons. -

To Start At Park

Beginning swimming lessons will be offered at the
Booneville West Side pool beginning Monday, June 20.
The fee for the lessons is $25 and will cover 10 lessons.

Children, ages 6-10, will be taught from 9 until 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday. Ages 11 and up will be taught
from 10 to 11 a.m. Monday through Friday. :

For more information, contact the swimming pool at
728-2324.

Correction

Bobby W. Wallis is a candidate for Justice Court J udge
South.
Wallis was incorrectly identified in last week'’s paper

County and district candidates will be allowed fwe:-

Summer Fun
What better way to spend a long hot summer afternoon than to kick up your heels and

splash water in the Booneville City Park’s wading pool. Five-year-old My Love Mathis
shows how it’s done Monday. With school out and hot weather here, the city park ig the

'Mmlmum Standards Act

books were purged in March and registered votars were

First Bank Manager.

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

'j'.‘-At least one Booneville’

policeman has fallen victim
to a law established by the

. Mississippi - Legislature in
. 1981

Officer Daniel E. Wﬂson of
Route 6, Boonev:lle has.

been: dismissed from " the

Booneville Police - Depart-
ment because he has: not
complied with thé state’s

Minimum Standards Act. -

That law became effective
July 1, 1981. Its purpose was
to ‘establish minimumn
standards for the em-
ployment,
education of Mississippi law
enforcement officers.

training - and

It states that all law e
forcement officers hired
after July 1, 1982, must
successfully complete basic
professional training as
prescribed by:'the Board of

" Law  Enforcement . Officer

Standards and’ Traimng
The Mississippi Law
Enforcement Officers’

“Training Academy was

déclared to be the prmclpal
facility for minimum

.‘standards trammg and'
- education,

Officers who do not suc-
cessfully complete the
training within one: year of
their date of employment
“shall be denied the powers
of law enforcement officers,
particularly the power of

Following Preliminary Heafing

Leonard (Leon) Moss 41,
has been bound-over to the

Prentiss Couuty Grand-

Jury, charged " with mur-
dering one of his employees,

Gordon R, Buchanan, 24, of

Route 6, Booneville,

Moss was released on
$25,000 bond following a
preliminary hearing Friday
afternoon in the Prentiss
County Courthouse.

Buchanan’s body was
discovered lying in. the
middle of Highway 365 near
Cairo early Sunday mor-
ning, May 29. He had

recently moved to

_Booneyville from Joliet, IIL.,

was employed by Moss at
Moss’ housé-moving
business. -
The hearing Friday before
‘Justice Court-Judge William
Anderson was to determine

whether or not there were .

sufficient grounds to send
the case to the grand jury.

During the preliminary
hearing, Prentiss County
Deputy - Sheriff Jim - Ross
was the eonly witness to
testify. s

- Under questioning from

minimum
-requirement and were not .

_training.

‘arrest.”

Officers who were already
serving under permanent
appointment on July 1, 1981,
were assumed to meet the
standards

required to take additional

Wilson . says he was
dismissed from the .police
department on June 3
because he could not - enroll
in the law enforcement
academy at Jackson for an

-eight-week class which will

begin in July.

In a June 7 letter to the
Booneville mayor and board
of aldermen, Wilson said
this dismissal has, ‘“‘created
a dire hardship upoch my

‘Murder Suspect Free On

county prosecuting attorney
John Hatcher and cross

exantination from defending

attorney James Godwin,
Ross told of the events that
led to Moss’ arrest. -
According to the deputy,
the night the death occurred
Buchanan, Moss, and Jerry
Smith, 22, of Burnsville,
were at a party at a house
near where Buchanan’s
body was later discovered.
Those at the party were
drinking and smoking
marijuana, Ross said.
Sometime around. mid-

~ center of all kinds of activities, from swimming and miniature golf to softball and baseball,

: pienicing under the pavilion or just relaxing under the shade trees. My Love is the daughter
“of Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Mathis of Route 1, Booneville. (Photo by Tim Rowland)

family and myself.” , -

He said his wife has just
been released from ‘the
hospital and is still unable to
return to work ‘‘or even
attend housekeeping.”

‘““This is one of the reasons
it would have been a hard-

ship for me to attend a class

at this time,” he gaid. |
Wilson told The Banner-
Independent Tuesday that
he had no objection to at-
tending the- "academy. ‘In
fact, he saidhe would like to
'do so if he could wait until
later in the year. However,

the middle-aged former.

officer said that he did not
want to attend the academy
and have to go through the
physical rigors of the

Bond

night, Buchanan left the
party, walking south on
Highway 365. A short time
later Smith left in Moss’
father’s car to get Buchanan

. and bring him back to the

party, Ross said.

Ross said his investigation
revealed :that Smith
returned a short time later
and told Moss .that
Buchanan would not get into
the car .with him. Moss
reportedly cursed Buchanan
and threatened him, Ross

(See Suspect, Page 2)

Talk Of Rate Increase Draws

Response From Commissioner

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

It appears the fight is on
again, this time - with
enhanced pohllcal over-
tones.

South Central Bell is once:

again talking rate :increase
and Public Service Com-
missioner D.W. Snyder is
once again saying ‘‘No.”
Both Snyder and South
Central Bell  district
‘manager Tom Bailey ‘were
in Booneville Tuesday to

speak to local community

Public .

leaders - Snyder at the
Rotary Club .at noon and
."Bailey at the Prentiss

County Development
Association’s
directors’ meeting Tuesday

. night.

"Referring to a story in the
Tupelo Daily Journal last
week, Snyder “told ‘the
Rotarians  ‘‘the  an-
nouncement was made that
rates would be doubled to

South Central Bell .
customers.””
Seeking re-election as
Com-

Service

board - of

. Mississippi

missioner of the Northern
District, Snyder ‘indicated
that there was some
significance to the fact that
this announcement was
made by a South Central
Bell official in Northeast
Mississippi.

“This was the first time in
the history of the state of
that an an-
nouncement like that was
made in the Northern
District,” he said. ‘“Why

© wasn’t the announcement

made in Jackson? It wasn’t
made in South Mississippi or.

Jackson. it was made in
North Mississippi.”

“They (the phone com-
pany) don't like D.W.
Snyder — they’ve told me so -
- on account of the way I
voted and stood up on this
$98.2 million case,” he said
in answer to his own
question.

The case to which Snyder
referred was South Central
Bell's request last year to
increase rates on local
telephone serv:ces by a total

(See Rates, Page 18)

training during the hat
months of July and August.

He also is a candidate for
Justice Court Judge in the
upcoming election and

. pointed out that the period of

July and August are ‘“the
most important weeks of the
campaign.”

-~ Wilson said he left a
steady job as a security
officer at Kimberly-Clark in
Corinth to come to work on
the police force at the
request of Police Chief
Bobby Lambert.

He said he did not take the
required training earlier
because he did: not know he
would be required to do so.
He said he was not told he
would have to attend the

Officer Fired For Non-Compliance

academy until after he had
iiveady worked on the force
for avout nine months,
leaving him only three
months in which to take the
eight-week course.

Wilson said he has a
number of years of ex-
perience in law en-
forcement. He served as a
military policeman in the
Army, attended and
graduated from the police
academy in Memphis,
served for 14 years as a
policemen in Memphis and
later in Booneville, and
worked six years as an in-
dustrial security guard.

Because of this, the for-

(See Officer, Page 2)

Attorney Investigated

- Wingo Admitted To

State Hospital After

Downtown Spree

Clarence Wingo Jr., a Jumpertown man who ap-
parently went on a rampage in downtown Booneville
Wednesday morning of last week, was admitted to the
state mental institution last Friday.

According to police officers, around 8 a.m. on Wed-
nesday of last week, Wingo apparently rammed his 1965
pickup into the front of attorney Joe Ray Langston's
office building on West Church Street. After he ap-
parently ransacked the attorney’s office, causing ex-
tensive damage, Wingo reportedly threw a jack stand
through a window at Davis’ Barber Shop, kicked in the
glass on the right side of the front door at the courthouse,
and slapped Circuit Clerk Travis Cox.

Wingo was then apprehended by law officers a few
moments later on the north lawn of the courthouse.

Charges of burglary and three counts of malicious
mischief were filed against Wingo, but were dismissed
without prejudice, County Attorney John Hatcher said
Tuesday.

That means the charges can be brought up again.
However, Wingo's mental condition will be the deter-
mining factor as to whether or not he is prosecuted in
city court, Hatcher said.

The petition to commit Wingo to the state mental in-
stitution was filed by Wingo's mother and daughter,
Hatcher said. According to Hatcher, Wingo has had a
history of mental problems.

On the morning the incident occurred, attorney
Langston was scheduled to defend Roe Daniel “Pete”
Murphy in Lee County Circuit Court on charges of
receiving stolen merchandise. Langston reportedly did
not appear in court that morning until 10:30, after he was
told the Lee County Sheriff had a warrant for his arrest if
he did not appear."

Circuit Court Judge Neal Biggers had ordered the

(See Spree, Page 14)







