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Local Grocery Store
Hit By Burglars

Some $1,500 in cash was stolen from Gordon McGee'’s
Grocery in downtown Booneville Friday night of last
week by two black men, according to Booneville Police
Chief Bobby Lambert.

A cash register drawer had apparently been left open
and the men simply took the money, Lambert said.

The store was full of people when the robbery occurred
arount 5:30 p.m., Lambert said. No one was hurt during
the robbery.

No arrests had been made in the case as of Tuesday.

91 Candidates

Qualify For Primaries

When the deadline to qualify for a political office came
Friday, June 3, at 5 p.m. a total of 91 candidates had
qualified to seek election to various offices in Prentiss
County.

Ten candidates qualified since Wednesday of last
week.

Two additional candidates qualified for the sheriff’s
race, bringing the total number of candidates in that
race to 17.

Burnis Davis of Route 7, Beoneville, and James Glover
of Baldwyn both filed qualifying papers June 3 for the
sheriff’'s race.

Two candidates qualified last week to challenge Billy
McCoy for the Representative Post 3 position. Glen
Goodwin qualified Thurdsay and Mike Chase qualified
Friday.

Leon Lauderdale and Bobby W. White both filed
qualifying papers for the position of Justice Court Judge
South. There are now ten candidates in that race.

J.W. Greene of Marietta has qualified for the position
of Superintendent of Education. There are three can-
didates in that race. :

Floyd Dodds is the 6th candidate to qualify for the post
5th district supervisor.

J.E. McClellon qualified June 3 in the 1st district
constable’s race. There are now six men seeking that
office.

Dwayne Pollard qualified June 3 for the 5th district
constable’s post,becomingthe 7th candidate in that race.

Independent candidates have until Sept. 9 to qualify
for an office.

July 2 is the last day to register to vote in the August
primary. Prospective voters may register to vote in the
circuit clerk’s office in the Prentiss County Courthouse.

Juveniles Escape
From City Jail

Two juvenile girls, ages 13 and 15, from Kenosha, Wis.,
escaped from the Booneville Police Department Monday
morning for about 10 minutes before being apprehended
by law officers. :

Officer Hubert Kitchens had booked the juveniles, and
was getting the jail keys to lock the girls up when the two
girls ran out the back door.

Officer Kitchens apprehended one of the girls a few
moments later about a block from city hall. Prentiss
County Deputy John Moore and probation officer Henry
Williams apprehended the other girl about two blocks
from city hall.

One of the girls is a runaway on probation for
burglary, Booneville Police Chief Bobby Lambert said.
Law authorities from Kenosha are supposed to transport
the girls back there, he said.

The juveniles had been brought in for questioning
because they were with John Hargett, formerly of
Prentiss County, who police wanted to question con-
cerning various charges, Lambert said. Since the girls
with him were juveniles, they were also questioned by
the police department, he said. :

Hargett has been charged with contributing to t_he
deliquency of a minor and possession of paraphernalia.

Community Fund

Reaches Halfway Mark

The Prentiss County Community Fund has reached
the half-way mark in its effort to raise $33,000 for various
community and welfare programs, according to Com-
munity Fund Chairman Opal Anderson.

Those who have already completed their portion of the
drive include the education givision, under chairman
Lex Cain, and co-chairmen Louise Peeler and Robert
Griffin; the merchant division, chairmen Helen White
and Mary Cecil Thomason; the professional division,
under Mrs. Billy Bonds, chairman.

Mrs. Anderson urges each division chairman to
complete their list and report to the People’s Bank each
Friday afternoon between 4 and 4:30.

Murder Suspect’s Attorney Claims
His Client Was Denied Legal Counsel

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A Prentiss County man
arrested last week and
charged with murder was
denied his constitutional
rights to see an attorney,
according to the Booneville
attorney hired to represent
him.

Leonard (Leon) Moss, 41,
of East Prentiss County, was
charged last Tuesday with
the murder of Gordon R.
Buchanan, 24, of Route 6,
Booneville.

Buchanan’s body was
discovered lying in the
middle of Highway 365 nmear

Cairo about 6 a.m. Sunday,
May 29. An autopsy revealed
that he had been killed by a
severe blow to the head.
Buchanan was reportedly
employed by Moss at a
house-moving business.
Buchanan, Moss and Jerry
Smith, 22, of Burnsville,
were reportedly drinking
together at the scene of the
death shortly before the
alleged murder occurred.
Booneville attorney
James N. Godwin says he
was hired to represent Moss
by the suspect’s father,
James R. Moss of Burton,
and brothers, Bennie and
R.B. Moss. Godwin says he

Dramatic Rescue

A concerned Kenneth Chaffin (right) looks on as ambulance personnel, firemen and law
officers remove his wife, Charlene, from the wreckage of her 1973 Buick. While she was
stopped for a vehicle in front of her to turn off, a Bingham Leasing truck driven by Jerry D.
White, 36, of Route 1, New Albany, rammed Mrs. Chaffin’s vehicle in the side. According to
the police accident report, the truck driver was attempting to avoid a headon collision with

At City Board Meeting

was hired after Moss was
picked up for questioning by
the Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department last week.

Godwin claims that when
he went to the sheriff’s
department and asked to
speak with Moss as his at-
torney, Deputy Sheriff John
Moore told him that ‘‘nobody
is going to talk with him
until we get through with
him.”

Godwin says he explained
to Deputy Moore that he had
been retained to represent
Moss. He said he told the
deputy that Moss needed to
be told that he and Moss’
father and brother were

there and needed to see him
so that Moss could tell the
deputies that he agreed to let
Godwin represent him.

Godwin says Moore then
told him that neither he nor
anyone else could talk with
Moss until after Moss had
told the deputies that
Godwin was his lawyer.

Realizing that he needed
witnesses to confirm that he
was attempting to com-
municate with his client,
Godwin says he asked two
people who were standing in
the lobby of the jail to act as
witnesses while he again
asked Deputy Moore to let
him see his client.

According to Godwin,
when he asked Moore for the
second time to see Moss, the
deputy ‘“began directing
profane, threatening and
abusive language” toward
the attorney and told him to
get out of the jail and not to
ask to see Moss any more
because they were busy.

Godwin  says  that,
believing his life to be in
danger if he persisted in
trying to see his client, he
left the jail at that time.

ACCORDING to Prentiss
County Sheriff John Me-
Cauley, the suspect, Moss,
never asked to see an at-

torney.
“When we were talking to
Moss,”” McCauley said

Tuesday, “he said that he
didn’t know what he was
going to do, that he couldn’t
afford to hire a lawyer. And,
so far as we knew, he didn’t
have a lawyer hired.”

“So far as I know, he has
never requested to see a
lawyer,” the sheriff said.

Sheriff McCauley said that
the suspect’s father told the
sheriff's department that
Godwin had not been hired.

Deputy Jim Ross also told
The Banner-independent

(See Murder, Page 2)

another vehicle when he struck Mrs. Chaffin’s car. Mrs. Chaffin, who was alone in the
vehicle, was pinned in the car for about 20 minutes. Three wreckers were required to move
the truck off the car and firemen cut the roof off of the Buick so that rescuers could get to
her. Mrs. Chaffin reportedly received only minor injuries, and was taken to Baptist
Hospital in Booneville for treatment, White was ticketed for reckless driving.

Pharmacist Protests Post Office Move

Booneville pharmacist
L.C. Wright met with the
city’s board of mayor and
aldermen Tuesday night to
discuss the U.S. Postal
Service’s plan to build a new
post office in Booneville.

The tentative location for
the new post office is on U.S.
45, adjacent to Kentucky
Fried Chicken. Wright is
opposed to that location.

He presented the board a
packet containing what he
said were 35-40 letters from
people opposed to locating
the post office outside the
downtown area.

“We feel it is not a good
move to take it out of town,”
Wright said.

Claiming that a large part
of the post office’s business
is ‘“‘walk-in”’ traffic, Wright
said that moving the post
office to the highway ‘‘would
be a great expense for
everybody who now walks to
the post office,” and that
having to cross the highway
would be an additional,
unnecessary hazard to
residents.

Wright said he does not
favor any particular
location for the Post Office.

“Where it is now is just fine,
about the best location you
could find,” he said. “Up
there (on the highway) is the
worst.”

“The post office is and
should be a dignified place,”
he said. “It looks out of
character to put it in line
with fast food restaurants.”

Wright said that moving
the post office to the high-
way would inconvenience
those people who try to
combine shopping downtown
with a trip to the post office.

“People that come to town
to conduct any business will

have to drive further,” he
said.

The post office could make
better use of space available
at its present location,
Wright said.

Although the board took no
official action as a result of
Wright’s statements, all
three aldermen who were
present at the meeting
expressed their agreement
with his argument.

Alderman R.G. Houston
said that he feels the same
way as Wright does about

(See Post Office, Page 12)

Sheriff Berates Training Center

Prentiss County Sheriff
John McCauley says
something needs to be done
about the state’s training
academy for law en-
forcement personnel,

It too tough, physically, on
older officers attempting to
complete the training.

“Don’t get me wrong,”
McCauley said. ‘I believe a
fellow ought to have all the
training he can get for

anything he undertakes to
do, especially in law en-
forcement.”

McCauley says that older
men are sometimes the only
ones that small police
departments and sheriffs’
offices can hire because of
the relative low wages these
agencies can pay.

“They cannot take that
physical abuse down there
and are coming back

crippled,” the sheriff said.
“And you can't say it's all
put on, because putting on
doesn’t make your leg swell
up!n

State law requires all law
enforcement personnel to
successfully complete the
training academy course
within one year after being
hired by a law enforcement
agency. If he does not
complete the course, he

cannot continue toserve as a
law officer.

Sheriff McCauley was to
attend a meeting of the
Mississippi Sheriffs
Association Wednesday and
Thursday of this week in
Greenwood. He said he
planned to try to get a
resolution passed by the
sheriffs at that meeting in an

(See Academy, Page 2)

Ransacks Lawyer’s Office

Local Man Goes
On Rampage

In Downtown

A Booneville man apparently went on a rampage in
downtown Booneville Wednesday morning.

Police say that Clarence Wingo Jr. of Route 3,
Booneville, apparently rammed his 1965 pickup into the
front of Attorney Joe Ray Langston's office building on
West Church Street around 8 a.m. Wednesday.

Officers said Wingo then apparently used a rock to

knock out the glass of the front door, kicked in the door.
and then ransacked the offices of Langston and Bubba
Lott.

Extensive damage was reported at Langston’s office
includjng ¢hg destruction of lamps and other furniture.
Several chairs had been piled on top of one desk.Books
and files were scattered throughout the office. Walls in
most of the rooms were also damaged.

Police say that Wingo may have used heavy rocks or a
shovel to destroy furnishings.

No one was at the office at the time of the break-in.

When Wingo reportedly left Langston’s office, he
crossed the street, and took a jack stand from the back of
Benny Davis’ pickup. Witnesses told officers that Wingo
then threw the jackstand through a window at Davis
Barber Shop, located across from Langston’s office.

Then Wingo apparently went to the Prentiss County
Courthouse and kicked in the glass on the right side of
the front door.

(See Rampage, Page 2)







