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J’town Gets Another
New Town Marshal

For the third time in five months, a new town marshal
has been hired at Jumpertown.

The Jumpertown Board of aldermen hired Russell
Burdette, 48, of Booneville, on May 17, according to
Jumnpertown Mayor C.D. Windham.

The town marshal’s post was vacated in April when
Thomas Turner resigned.

Turner was hired as town marshal after John Moore
resigned in February to assume a position as deputy at
the Prentiss County Sheriff’s Department.

Automobile Hits
Local Grocery Store

Big Star Supermarket in Booneville received an
estimated $1,000 in damage to its east wall when a car
crashed into the building at about 5:30 p.m. Sunday.

According to the accident report, Ruthie Michaels, 52,
of Route 7, Booneville, was turning off on West College
Street onto North Lake Street when she cut through Big
Star’s parking lot to miss a traffic signal.

She lost control of the car and ran off the road on the
right hand side onto the lawn of the Bank of Mississippi.
The car then went back across the roadway and ran into
the side of Big Star, the report states.

Ms. Michaels’ 1970 Chevrolet car was totaled, ac-
cording to the report.

She was issued a ticket for reckless driving.

Officer Eddie Miller was the investigating officer.

Three Qualify For
Elective Office

Three candidates have qualified to run for political
offices in Prentiss County since Wednesday of last week.
There are now 81 candidates seeking election in the
August primaries.

W.V. Horn has qualified for the sheriff’s race. There
are now 15 candidates in that race.

Bennie M. Eaton, who had previously qualified for the
Justice Court Judge South race, has filed papers to
qualify for the position of tax assessor-collector. There
are now three candidates seeking election to the tax
assessor-collector’s office.

J.C. Young has qualified for the 2nd district super-
visor’s race. There are now two candidates in that race.

John Berryhill has filed papers to qualify for the
position of 2nd district constable. There are six can-
didates seeking election to that office.

The last date to qualify for an office is Friday, June 3.

Hospital Hires

Asst. Administrator

Baptist Memorial
Hospital in Booneville has
hired Charles Beaumont,
55, of Memphis as assistant
administrator of the
Booneville facility.

Beaumont, a native of
Rutherford, Tenn,, is not
new to Booneville and
Prentiss County. He is
married to the former . :
Virginia Jennings of : ki
Booneville. CHARLES BEAUMONT

Beaumont comes to the Booneville hospital after
serving for 15 years with the City of Memphis hospital.
When he left City of Memphis, he was director of internal
auditing, S

At Baptist in Booneville, he will be over fiscal ser-
vices, house keeping and dietary services.

John Tompkins is administrator of the Booneville
hospital, having served in that capacity since Baptist
Memorial leased the old Northeast Mississippi Hospital
in January 1982.

Grand Jury Will Not
Meet In June

The Prentiss County Grand Jury is not expected to
meet during the June term of Prentiss County Circuit
Court; according to County Attorney John Hatcher.

‘It is customary that the Grand Jury does not meet in
June,” he said Tuesday.

However, the Prentiss County Grand Jury did meet
last June because there was a heavy case load, he said.

Courthouse Will
Close Monday

The Prentiss County Courthouse will be closed Mon-
day, June 6, in observance of Jefferson Davis’ birthday.

The Booneville City Hall and the Booneville Post
Office will remain open Monday.

Fifth District Constable’s Race

Candidate Is Charged With

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A candidate for constable
of the fifth district in
Prentiss County has heen
charged with murder after a
motorist discovered a body
lying in the middle of a road
this weekend. .

According to Prentiss
County deputy Jim Ross, the
body of Gordon R.
Buchanan, 24, of Route 6,
Booneville, was discovered
in the middle of Highway 365
south of Cairo, about 2.7
miles from the county line.

Ross said motorist Jeff
Crabb reported the body to
the Sheriff’'s Office at 5:58
a.m. Sunday. Crabb was on
his way to work when he
discovered the body, the
deputy said.

Leonard (Leon) Moss, 41,
a resident of East Prentiss
County and candidate for
fifth district constable, was
charged with murder in the
incident Tuesday.

Buchanan was reportedly
employed by Moss, who
operates a house-moving
business. i
" When discovered,
Buchanan’s body was lying
face up in the middle of the
highway. He had a severe
wound to the forehead and
his left arm had apparently
been run over by an
automobile.

Coroner James Horn

speculated at the scene
Sunday morning that
Buchanan’s body had been
moved to that location from
somewhere else. He said the
condition of the body and the
clothes on the body did not
indicate the victim had been
struck severely by an
automobile.

An autopsy performed in
Booneville Tuesday by a
pathologist from Memphis
failed to confirm or deny this
suspicion, The autopsy
revealed only that Buchanan
died as the result of severe
trauma to the head, Horn
said.

However Horn said both
he and the pathologist
believe Buchanan was killed
by something other than
being hit by a car.

An investigator from the
state crime lab in Jackson
examined the scene and
other evidence Tuesday and
also told Prentiss County

investigators that the car

did not kill Buchanan.

‘‘He had suffered a severe
blow to the head before the
car ran over him,”’ deputy
Ross said.

However, after further
investigation, Prentiss
County deputies say they
now believe the death did

occur at the site where the:

body was discovered.

Investigators have pieced.
following

together the

scenario:

Buchanan, Moss and
Jerry Smith, 22, of Burn-
gville were partying and
drinking in the front yard of
aresidence in a rural section
of the county in the Cairo
community.

Smith claims to have left
Buchanan and Moss at the

residence, walking to his
home in Burnsville, across
the county line in
Tishomingo County.
Deputies believe that after
Smith left, Buchanan was
struck in the head with some
type of object, possibly the

heavy end of a pool cue

SCENE OF DEATH - Prentiss County coroner James
Horn, deputy Jim Ross, and ambulance attendants Mike

- Tryner and Den Jeffries prepare to load the body of Gerdon

Unicyelist
Tries To Break

World Record

Booneville’s Bill Loden, long known locally for. his
antics on a unicycle, is beginning to get wider exposure

for his exploits.

Loden is now an apparent world record holder on the

one-wheeled conveyance.

The record he may hold is for riding his unicycle the
fastest and the farthest - backwards!

A 21-year-old psychology major at The University of
Mississippi, Loden recently pedaled his unicycle back-
‘ward for 14.8 miles in two hours and 48 minutes. The feat
came during Ole Miss’ annual spring celebration.

What's the old world record?

“Well, nobody’s ever done it before,”” Loden said.

He is currently in the process of gathering the required
documentation to send to the Guinness Book of World
Records to make his backward effort official.

Loden’s attempt to make history began around 12:30
p.m. April 21 at a convenience store on Mississippi 6, one
of the main highways leading to Oxford.

Escorted by the Highway Patrol, he averaged about
five and half miles per hour during his backward trek to

the university.

(See Unicycle, Page 2)
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THE ‘GIRAFFE’ - In a photo (at left) taken while he
was still a student at Northeast Junior College, Bill
Loden demonstrates how to ride his ‘Giraffe,” a unicyele
with a seat six feet from the ground.

stick, resulting in his death.
Exactly what precipitated
the incident is still being
investigated.

Ross said he believes the
incident occurred in the
highway at the spot where
Buchanan’s body was
discovered.

After he collapsed in the
highway, Buchanan’s body
was then run over by an
automobile. Apparently
Buchanan’s left arm was all
that the vehicle hit.

Authorities have im-

(See Murder, Page 2)

R. Buchanan into an ambulance. Buchanan’s body was
discovered lyiag in the middle of Highway 365 early Sunday
morning by a motorist on his way to work.

Effective July 1

Mississippi Towns

What’s A ‘Skillet’ Without

By BROOX SLEDGE

Have you ever heard of
Mississippi cities - well,
towns maybe -- well,
villages, then — named Red
Bone, Hard Cash or
Foxtrap?

Probably not, but those
little places are there, or
at least they were there,
They had big ideas, high
ambitions toward becoming
a proper metropolis just like
you,

They wanted paved
streets, a mayor, bond
issues and shopping malls,

too but circumstance and
happenstance dictated
otherwise, A highway was
re-routed, a railroad came
through several miles away
and “things just changed.”
Many of them simply
disappeared.

Scattered over the face of
an old map many com-
munities with those friendly,
amusing and thickly-
nostalgic names seem to
jump right out of the map
and talk to you.

Some are geographic, like
Atlanta in Chickasaw
county, or Africa in

Coahoma, or Brazil in
Tallahatchie.

Some are short, sweet and
rather curt, like Vex in
Covington. Some make you
sleepy, like Nod in Yazoo.

Some are beiligerent, like
Battlefield in Newton.

Some are glamourcus and
romantic, like Bara Avis in
Itawamba or Loch Lomond
in Sharkey.

Some are utilitarian, like
Robinson’s Still in Jackson.

The one common
denominator among these
old communitise is simply
that each one seems . to

trigger some lost chord
within us that brings a song
from- the not-too-distant
past, echoing along the
streams and gentle hills of
that very special land -
Mississippi.

Come along with me
through the following list
(all of them are or were
actual communities in the
county named) and enjoy a
royal tour down a
Mississippi road perhaps
forever closed:

County and Communities

Adams ~ Cowpen Point,
Jeanette, Catherine.

fficials

arn Of

Toéugher DUI Laws

If you drink and drive -
Beware!

Drunk drivers in
Mississippi will face at least
a 90-day license suspension,
a fine of no less than $200 and
possible jail confinement
under the amended Implied
Consent Law which becomes

. goes into effect July 1.

The new law makes it
illegal to drive in the state
with a blood alcohol content
of .10 or more.

And the amendment
passed by the recent session
of the legislature does not
permit a driving under the
influence (DUI) charge to be
reduced to a lesser charge.

According to the Gover-
nor’s Office of Federal-State
Programs, first offenders’
licenses will be suspended
for a minimum of 90 days
and the offender will be
required to participate in a
state driver safety program.

The new law permits a
county or circuit court judge
to hear a request for a
hardship reduction of the
license suspension after 45
days. The judge will be
permitted to eliminate the.
suspension, place special

restrictions on the DUI
offender or reject the hard-
ship plea:

First offenders will be
fined $200 to $500, and they
may be jailed up to 24 hours.

Second offenders within a
five-year time span will be
fined $400 to $1,000, have
their licenses suspended for
two years or at least one
year with treatment and be
jailed 48 hours or perform 10
days of community service.

Conviction of a third of-
fense within five years will
result in a fine of $500 to
$1,000, a drivers’ license
suspension for three years
or at least one year with
treatment and being jailed
30 days to one year.

‘“Mississippi must get
drunk drivers off it high-
ways,” said Roy Thigpen,
the governor’s represen-
tative for highway safety
and dircetor of the Gover-
nor’s Office of Criminal
Justice Planning. ‘“The
message is clear. Don’t
drink and drive.”

“Drunk driving has a role
in more than 62 percent of
our state’s fatal highway
traffic accidents,” he said.

Bewelcome,

Amite --
Hustler.
Benton -- Yellow Rabbit.
Bolivar -- Hushpuckena.
Calhoun -- ENf.
Chickasaw --
Anchor, Sycamore.
Choctaw -- Ourtown,
Bywy.
Claiborne --
Brandywine.
Clarke -- Beaverdam, Gin,
Creek.

Atlanta

Possum,

Clay -- Una.
Coahoma -- Renelare.
Copiah -- Hambone,

Venus, Jack, Allen.
Covington — Vex, Don’t,

Yawn,

DeSoto — Plum Point, Bet.

Forrest -- Sunrise,
Mammoth Springs,
Goodluck.

Franklin - Veto, White
Apple.

George -- Goose Pond,

Mountain, Basin,
Greene -- Edith, Betty.
Grenada - Tie Plant.
Harrison - Hearfsease,
Woolmarket, Bayou Ber-
nard.
Hinds -- Van Winkle,
Holmes - Eulogy, Olive,

(See Cities, Page 3)
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