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7-Year-0ld Girl
Struck By Automobile

A 7-year-old Booneville girl remains in serious con-
dition in the Tupelo hospital after she was struck by an
automobile Tuesday. She apparently stepped in front of
the auto as she crossed the street.

Amy Campbell of 404 S. Second St., daughter of Roger
Campbell and Jo Ann Campbell, was transferred to the
North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo following the
accident. The incident happened around 5 p.m. Tuesday
in the vicinity of the Town Motel.

According to Ed Darling of the NMMC, Miss Campbell
has two broken legs, internal injuries and cuts and
scrapes on her face, neck and thighs.

The driver of the 1977 Buick which struck Miss

. Campbell was Escar F. Lewellen, 76, of Booneville. No
ticket was issued to Lewellen.

According to the accident report, Lewellen’s vehicle
was traveling north at about 25 m.p.h. on Second Street
in the outside lane.

The report stated that Miss Campbell was standing on
the sidewalk, looking north. She stepped into the road-
way before looking south, and then stepped in front of
Lewellen’s vehicle. Before Lewellen could stop, his
car struck her, the report states.

The cause of the accident was listed as “Pedestrian
didn’t see oncoming traffic.” !

Lewellen reported about $200 in damage to his car’s
front bumper, grill and hood.

Officer Eddie Miller was the investigating officer.

County To Get Youth
Employment Funds

Prentiss County will receive $69,266 for 80 jobs as part
of the Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP),
according to Charles Smith, manager of the Mississippi
Employment Security Commission office in Corinth.

Seventy-seven Mississippi counties, including
Prentiss, Alcorn, Tishomingo and Tippah, are part of the
SYEP which is designed to give young people an op-
portunity for actual on-the-job experience.

This area will be included in the Title II-B
Employment and Training Program for Youth which is
designed to give them working experience in various job
positions.

The eight-week program, open to 14 to 21 year old
youths, will provide them with 32-hour-per-week jobs at
minium wage in libraries, county offices and other
public and private non-profit enterprises.

A job search assistance and job holding training
program, lasting for about 6 weeks, will also be included
for 16-21 year olds. An allowance of $2 is paid to the
youths. :

Alcorn County will receive $93,510 of the SYEP funding
for 109 jobs; Tishominge County will receive $48,487 for
§ﬁbjobs; and Tippah County will receive $62,339 for 72
jobs.

Two More Qualify
As Deadline Nears

Two additional candidates have qualified to run for
political offices in Prentiss County. There are now 78
candidates seeking election in the August primaries.

Ralph Martin qualified Saturday for the sheriff’s race.
There are now 14 candidates in that race.

Bob Robert Key qualified Monday for the 5th district
supervisor’s race. There are now five candidates in the
race. -

The last date to qualify for an office is next Friday,
June 3.

City Hall, Post Office
To Observe Holiday

The Booneville City Hall and the Booneville Post
Office will be closed Monday, May 30, in observance of
Memorial Day.

The Prentiss County Courthouse will remain open
Monday.

Swimming Pool
To Open Sunday

The Booneville City Park’s West Side Swimming Pool
will open May 29. The pool will be open every day from 1
until 5 p.m. and every night except Sunday from 6 until 9
p.m. Admission cost will be $1. Season passes will be
available. Swimming lessons will be offered later in the
season.

Telephone Book
Changes Due Now

The last day to add listings or make changes in the
upcoming Booneville telephone directory will be June 1,
according to South Central Bell district manager T.H.
Bailey of Tupelo.

Bailey suggests that customers review their listings in .
the current directory and contact the telephone com-
pany residence or business service center as soon as
possible if any additions or changes are necessary.

Phone numbers for the residence and business service
centers are listed in the front of the current telephone
directory, he said.

Smoke Pours From Burning Win-Way Building

Saturday Night Fire

Claims Another

A  fire in downtown
Booneville Saturday night
destroyed one of the city’s

long established businesses. ..

The Win-Way Store on
College Street was totally
destroyed by the Saturday
night blaze. A passerby
reported the fire to the
Booneville Fire Department
at 9:29 p.m.

The fire is believed to have
started in the southeast
corner of a storage room in
the back of the store.

The building was owned
by Carrol Yarber. Jerry
Benjamin was the owner of
the business which occupied
the building.

Win-Way was located next
door (across the alley) from

ithe old location of The

Growing Tree and The
Rental Shack which™ were

destroyed. jin a fire Jast
October.
The Rental Shack has

since reopened two doors
down from Win-Way. Only
minor smoke damage was
believed to have occurred at
The Rental Shack in
Saturday night's fire.
Pany’s Fashions, located
adjacent to Win-Way, also
received some smoke
damage Saturday night.
Smoke pouring from Win-
Way as it burned was so
heavy that, for a time, it

obstructed traffic in
downtown Booneville.
. Twelve Booneville

firemen fought the blaze for
four hours to bring it under
control and keep it from
spreading = 4o adjacent
businesses.

The Win-Way store has
been involved in recent
months in a local con-
troversy in which four
Booneville policemen have
been accused of taking items
from the store when it was
found unlocked one night in
November 1979.

No charges were ever
brought against any of the
policemen in that inecident.
The accusations were not
brought by the store owner,
but other policemen within
the department.

There is believed to be no
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. connection between the fire
~and

the alleged 1979
urglary of the store. At the

¥
b

the business was .under a
different ownership.

State Deputy Fire Mar-

shal Mike 1Ivy and
Booneville Fire Chief Frank
Fleming checked . the

remains of the store for the
possibility of arson Moyday.

“No evidence of arson was
found,” Fleming said. “The
cause is listed as unknown.”

The deputy fire marshal
took no samples or any other
evidence from the building
for further examination, the
fire chief said.

: ingident: . is
reported to have occurred

A LOSING BATTLE — A solemn-faced Jerry Benjamin
(left) watches his Booneville business go up in smoke

Saturday, night while Billy

Sartin (right) and other

Booneville firemen and volunteers spray water onto the
blaze. (Photos by Ken Christian) ]

Area Unemployment Continues Downward Trend

Prentiss County’s jobless
rate is continuing to decline,
for the second consecutive

month.
Statistics from  the
Mississippi State Em-

ployment Service show that
12.7 percent of the county’s
workforce was jobless at
mid-April, compared to 13.7
at mid-March and 15.2 at
mid-February.
According to
Smith, manager of the
MSES office in Corinth, mid-
April's figures represent

Charles

1,380 people who are out of
work. This compares with
1,480 unemployed one month
ago and 1,080 one year ago.

The civilian labor force, a
combination of employed
and unemployed workers,
was estimated to be 10,860 at
mid-month, 90 below the
previous estimate but 60
above that of one year ago.

The number of Prentiss
County residents employed
was estimated to be 9,480,
only 10 above the previous
estimated, but 240 below the

‘Prentiss,

figure for April 1982.

The total manufacturing
jobs in Prentiss County
registered 2,680, only
slightly above the estimate

~for last month and 30 helow

that of one year ago. Non-
manufacturing employment
stood at 3,580, minimally
above the March estimate
and 50 below the April 1982
figure.

Smith said the civilian
labor force for the four-
county area of Alcorn,
Tippah, and

WASHOUT - This bridge acress state-maintained Highway 366 is symbolic of the damage
suffered by area roads as a result of rains this spring. Some reads have already been
repaired once, or more, only to wash out again during the next rain. (Photo by Tim
Rowland)

Tishomingo fell slightly to
46,300 at mid-April. This
represents a decrease of 80
from last month and 1,440
below the figure reported for
April 1982.

An estimated 39,510
persons were employed at
mid-April in the four-county
area, a decrease of 240 from
March and 2,090 below the
figure for April, one year
ago.

There were 6,790 unem-

_ployed in the area, a rise of

160 over March and 650 over
one = Yyear ago. This
represents 14.7 percent of
the civilian labor force
unemployed, compared to
14.3 percent one month ago
and 12.9 percent one year
ago.

There was a total of 30,640
nonagricultural jobs in the
four-county area at mid-
April. This was a decrease of
120 from last menth and a
substantial loss of 2,580 from
one year ago.

Manufacturing  employ-
ment accounted for 13,890 of
the nonagricultural jobs.
This represents a drop of 250
from last month and a
decrease of 860 from one
year.

Nonmanufacturing em-
ployment at 16,750, ex-
perienced an increase of 130
from the previous month.
However, a decrease of 1,720
was noted over the year,
with primarily all categories
contributing to this large
decrease.

Spring Rains Take Their
Toll On Area Roads

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

The . Prentiss County
Board of Supervisors say
heavy rains last week
caused an estimated $1
million in damage to county
roads and bridges.

““It’s a disaster,”” ac-

cording to J.P. Davis,

president of the Prentiss
County Board of Super-
visors. “The board feels this
flood is worse than the flood
in 1973.”" ‘The county
received funds from a
presidential disaster
declaration that year, he
noted.

The board of supervisors

adopted a resolution Mon-
day requesting financial
assistance through the
Mississippi Emergency
Management Agency, Davis
said.

County Engineer Don
Eubanks is working on the
actual cost estimate for each
damaged site, he said.

Ten inches of rainfall were
recorded in the area from
Wednesday night of last
week until Sunday morning,
Davis said.

The Booneville Police
Department evacuated two
families on College Street
Wednesday night of last
week because of flood water
in their homes, according to

Civil Defense Director Bill
Prather Sr.

Last week’s heavy rainfall
is the fourth time since
December that heavy rains
have caused damage to
county roads and bridges.

Consequently this will be
the fourth time supervisors
will have to repair some
roads and bridges.

‘“We had gotten some
roads repaired only tem-
porarily from the Ilast
flood,”” H.B. Lindsey, dth
district supervisor, said.

In addition to damage to
numerous abutments,
headwalls, levees and

(See Roads, Page 2)






