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Cheese & Butter
Give-Away Today

Cheese and butter is scheduled to be given to food
stamp, Medicaid and unemployment compensation
recipients today, Thursday, May 19, at the Farmers
Market on North College Street from 7 a.m. until 5 p.m.
In case of bad weather, the cheese and butter will be
distributed at the courthouse. i ;

Prentiss County will give out 300 cases of cheese and
109 cases of butter during this fifth cheese give away.
Those eligible will receive a 5 Ib. block of cheese and 2
Ibs. of butter.

Recipients will be required to present their food
stamp, Medicaid or employment service applicant

identification cards to site workers before receiving

dairy products.
Distribution will be on a first-come, first-served basis.

Candidates 75, 76
Qualify For Election

Two candidates qualified Monday to run for political
offices in Prentiss County. There are now 76 candidates
seeking election in the August primaries.

Nelson W. Baldwin has qualified for the sheriff’s race.
There are now 13 candidates in that race.

Gerald Tennison has qualified for the 5th district
supervisor’s race, There are now four candidates in that
race.

The last date to qualify for an office is June 3.

Couple Injured In
Saturday Night Fire

A Burnsville couple were hospitalized after receiving
purns Saturday night when a fire destroyed their home
on Turnpike Mountain Road about four miles northeast
of Burnsville.

The couple were identified as Lucie Garrett, who was
taken to the Delta Burn Center in Greenville where she
was listed as stable with burns on 20 percent of her body,
and her husband, Aaron, who remained in the
Tishomingo County Hospital with burns and various cuts
about the face.

No details about the cause of the fire are known.
Burnsville fire officials said the house was engulfed in
flames when a unit arrived on the scene.

One of the Garrett’s neighbors, Glen Cummings, who
was one of the first to arrive on the scene, said Mrs.
Garrett received some of her injuries when she at-
tempted to rescue some household items from the
burning housé.

Alcorn Sheriff May
Face Contempt Charge

Circuit Judge Fred Wicker may hold Alcorn County
Sheriff Edwin Coleman in contempt of court as a result
of his failure to incarcerate former deputy chamcery
clerk Billie Sue Cutchens.

Cutchens pleaded guilty to two counts of fraud hefore
Judge Wicker in February. She was sentenced to two
concurrent five-year prison terms for her role in the so-
called “Penscam’’ case. )

On May 6, the governor’s office suspended Mrs.
Cutchen’s sentence in the case in which she was involved
in the payment of more than $45,000 in county fundls to a
California firm for 73,000 ink pens and ink toner.

Sheriff Coleman declined to comment as to why Mrs.
Cutchens was not locked up, other than to say that she
had been hospitalized for a period of time, had received
some psychiatric treatment and was “‘despondent’” after
sentencing in the case.

Although Wicker said he was awaiting a file on the
case before deciding whether to take any action against
Coleman, he added that the sheriff should have obtained
permission either from the judge or from the Correc-
tions Department before allowing her to remain free.

Corinth’s ITT To
Hire 235 Employees

Alcorn County’s work force has been increased with
the decision of International Telephone and Telegraph
Corp. (ITT) to hire 235 new full-time employees.

An improving economy and the fact that more people
are buying phones for their homes instead of renting
them in the conventional way were the main factors in
the decision to increase production and manpower,
according to Alva Dalton, general manager of the
Corinth plant. .

The new employees, will join a work force of more
than 2,000. i

A number of Prentiss Countians are employed at ITT
in Corinth.

Fatal Plunge

A 17-year-old Dennis youth lost his life Sunday afternoon when the late model small Ford
pickup in which he was a passenger left the road, ending up in Little Brown Creek in
Seutheast Prentiss County, The youth was apparently throws from the trick on impact and

Bwept downstream. Searchers did not recover the body until early Menday merning. o the
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By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Searchers recovered the body of a 17-year-old area
youth early Monday morning in the waters of Little
Brown Creek in Southeast Prentiss County after sear-
ching for about 15 hours Sunday night.

Ralph Jefirey Moore, 17, of Dennis died after ap-
parently being thrown from a late model, small Ford
pickup which plunged into Little Brown Creek near
Marietta on Siloam Road. !

The accident occurred between 3 and 4 p.m. Sunday.
The pickup was traveling north on Siloam Road when it
left the road, collided with the metal guardrail leading to
a concrete bridge, traveled down an embankment, and
plunged into the rain-swollen waters of the creek.

The bridge is located approximately 3% miles from
Victoria Pharr’s grocery at Pharr Flats.

Moore’s cousin, Greg Mitros, 16, was reportedly the
driver of the vehicle. Moore’s 13-year-old brother, Scott,
was also a passenger in the pickup.

All three were reportedly riding in the cab of the
pickup. The elder Moore was said to have been seated
between Mitros and his younger brother.

In its descent down the embankment, the top was
apparently “‘peeled’”’ back from the cab of the pickup.

Passersby who reportedly arrived at the scene within
five minutes of the accident, said they found Mitros and
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the younger Moore brother standing up in the remains of
the pickup’s cab in the middle of the creek.

The elder Moore brother was apparently thrown from
the vehicle on impact.

Bob Davis of Guntown was one of the first to arrive at
the scene of the accident. He reportedly dove into the
creek and searched under the submerged pickup and in
surrounding brush for the missing boy, but to no’ avail.

The younger Moore brother and Mitros were taken by
ambulance to Baptist Memorial Hospital in Booneville
where they were treated in the emergency room and
admitted. e

Moore was discharged Monday, but Mitros remained
in the hospital in stable condition as of Tuesday af-
ternoon, according to a spokesman for the hospital. The
extent of injuries was not available.

Efforts to retrieve the wrecked pickup from the creek
were hampered by the rapidly flowing waters of the
creek.

Davis, Charles Garrett of a local wrecker service, and

Prentiss County Coroner James Horn dived repeatedly:

into the cold waters of the creek to attach cables to pull
the vehicle out.

Once the vehicle was out of the creek and it was firmly
established that the missing boy was not trapped under
the vehicle, the Prentiss County Rescue Squad was

(See Wreck, Page 2)

photo above, a wrecker {out of the picture to the left) pulls the demolished vehicle from the
creek while bysianders look on from the bridge. Bob Davis of Guntown (at left, wrapped in

a blanket) was one of the first on the scene after the accident and heiped search for the
bodl (Photos by Keh Christian) : : i ]

ies Th Weekend Accideat

HANGING ON -- Swiftly flowing water in a rain-swollen
creek hampered efforts to tow the wreeked pickup from
Little Brown Creek after an accident Sunday afternoon.
Bypasser Bob Davis of Guntown holds on to' wrecker
operator Charles Garrett as he prepares to go underwater
to attach a tow line. Davis clings to a totally submerged
Garrett in the right photo.

Tentative Site Is Selected For New Post Office

By ANGELA SMITH

Staff Reporter

The number one site being
considered for the new
Booneville Post Office is
located' on the vacant lot
north of Kentucky Fried
Chicken ~on Highway 45,
according to Boaneyille
Postmaster Jack. Wright.

A construction date for the

new facility will be given at

a later date Wright said.
“This particular site’ was

the least costly as far as

beginning construction,” he”

said. ‘‘Other sites had
buildings to be torn down.”
The land is expected to be
purchased in the next few
weeks, he said.
An access driveway will
connect the back of the lot to

School Board Vs. Tax Assessor

Third Street, he said.

‘“The property adjacent to
the present building was not
adequate to meet the needs
of the building program,”
Wright added.

There is approximately
16,875 sq. ft. of space on the
adjoining property. There is
11,500 sq. ft. of ground space
at the present postal facility
which added together would

give approximately 28,375
sq. ft. The space
requirements for now and
the future is 50,000 sq. ft. to
build a new post office
building, he said.

The estimated cost of the
entire project is ap-
proximately $800,000, he
said.

Construction plans were
originaily annocunced two

years ago. It had been hoped
that construction of the new
post office building would
begin in October 1981 with a
projected completion date
of October 1982. However,
federal budget cutbacks
delayed the project.

The present post office on
Main Street has served the
pecple of the community
since 1939. The postmaster

says the city has outgrown

the facility.

The new. building will
mean better service to the
customers of the post office,
Wright said.

The new huilding will be
constructed to aid han-
dicapped persons. Doors,
lock boxes and vending

(See Post Office, Page 42)

Dismissal Motion Taken Under Consideration

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor -

The fate of a court case
involving Tax Assessor-
Collector Danny Childers
and the Prentiss County
Board of Education is once
again in the hands of a
judge.

Chancellor George Adams
heard arguments for and
against the dismissal of the

case in a hearing last Friday

in the Prentiss' County
Courtroom.

Adams said he would take
the case under advisement
and issue his determination
as soon as possible.

The case Childers is
seeking to have dismissed is

. the third such suit brought

against him by county
schools’ superintendent Lex
Cain and county school

board members. The two
previous suits were
dismissed without going to
trial.

All - three suits have
claimed that in 1980 Childers
did not collect frema the
residents of Booneville
$137,408 in taxes which
should have gone to the
Prentiss County School
System.

The Booneville Municipal

Separate School District was
formed in 1980, taking effect
July 1 of that year.

The first suit brought by
the school board against
Childers was filed in federal
court in Aberdeen, In March
of last year, federal judge
L.T. Senter Jr. dismissed
that case before it came up
for trial, ruling that his court
did not have jurisdiction in
the case.

In November of last year,
Chanecellor Adams
dismissed a similar suit in
Prentiss County Chancery
Court. He ruled that Supt.
Cain and the school board
did not, as a public body,
have the authority to bring
the suit against Childers.

He also ruled that, if the
school board members were
attempting to bring the suit
as individual taxpayers,

then they did not meet
certain criteria.

According to Adams’
ruling at that time, the
school board did not invite
the public to join in the suit,
did not szow the suit to be in
the interest of the entire
publie, and did not present to
an officer (such as the
district attorney) sufficient

(See Motion, Page 2)






