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Bumpy Landing
Touches Off Search

A Forest City, Ark., man, flying over Prentiss County
this weekend to check on some property he owns here,
set his plane down in a pasture, inadvertently touching
off a search by authorities for a ‘‘downed’’ airplane.

Vester Wroten reportedly flew from Forest City to
Burton to look at some property he owned there. A fire
had recently occurred on the property, according to
Wroten’s aunt, Mrs. Arvid Wroten of Burton.

Mrs. Wroten said her nephew had intended to just fly
over to check on the damage, but when he realized how
late it was, he decided to land his plane in a pasture and
spend the night with relatives.

However, when he landed, the soft dirt in the pasture
caused the small, single engine plane to spin around out
of control.

Wroten was not injured, but both of the plane’s wing
tips were damaged in the incident.

The jolt of the landing also apparently set off the
airplane’s emergency transmitter. When the signal was
picked up by authorities, a search was begun for the
source.

When it was determined that Wroten's plane was
sending the signal, the transmitter was disconnected.

Corinth Hospital
Lays Off 57 Workers

Citing a lower than anticipated patient census as the
chief reason, administrator Winston C. Whitfield of
Magnolia Hospital in Corinth last week announced the
reduction of the hospital’s staff by 57 positions.

Whitfield indicated the staff reductions will become
effective in about two weeks. The cutbacks are being
made ‘‘generally across the board among the varmus
hospital departments,” he said.

According to the administrator, ‘‘the reduction is a
necessary busirness decision to maintain the financial
integrity of the hospital.”

He said the economic conditions in the commumty is.
the major factor in the slower than anticipated growth
rate.

Whitfield said he hopes the staff cutbacks will be
“temporary in nature.”

“When our patient census reaches a leve} requiring
additional personnel, we will increase our staff ac-
cordingly,” he said.

Latest Town Marshal
Resigns At J’town

Jumpertown is without a town marshal again.
Thomas Turner, who was hired April 12, resigned two
weeks ago, according to Jumpertown Mayor C.D.

Windham,

Windham declined to elaborate on the circumstances
surrounding Turner’s resignation.

The Jumpertown Board of ‘Aldermen is still in the
process of trying to locate someone to hire for the job,
Windham said.

Four Candidates
Qualify For Office

Four candidates have qualified since Wednesday of
last week to run for political offices in Prentiss County.

There are now 74 candidates seeking election in the

August primaries.

Wallace Davis has qualified for the sheriff’s race.
There are now 12 candidates in that race.

Ray Frost has qualified for the 5th district super-
visor’s race. There are now three candidates in that
race.

Ellis H. Davis is the 5th candidate in the first district
constable’s race.

Tommy W. Smith s the 5th candldate to qualify for the
position of fifth district constable.

Biggers Recommended

For Federal Judgeship

Sen. Thad Cochran (R-Miss.) has recommended
Judge Neal Biggers of Corinth for nomination for U.S.
District Judge for the Northern District of Mississippi.

Cochran made the recommendation Friday in a letter
to President Reagan and Attorney General William
French Smith. : ‘

Biggers is being recommended for the federal
judgeship vacated when Judge William Keady of
Greenville recently took senior status.

“He is a very intelligent and well-respected trial judge
in our state court,” Cochran said in recommending
Biggers for the position. ‘“His character and reputation
for honesty and integrity are of the highest type.”

Biggers, 47 and a native of Corinth, is a circuit court
judge in the First District, which includes Alcorn,
Prentiss, Tishomingo, Pontotoc, and Monroe counties
in Northeast Mississippi.

Decision Is Made

Elementary School Will Close

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

There will be one less
school in Booneville next
year,

The board of trustees of
the Booneville Municipal
Separate School District last
week decided to close the
building on South Bryant
Street which currently
houses Booneville
Elementary School classes.

This means there will be
changes next year at each of
the city’s other three schools
as officials shift grade
assignments to provide a
place for the students who
would have attended the
elementary school.

According to city schools’
superintendent Robert
Griffin, grades 1-4 next year

~ will attend classes in what is

currently the Middle School,
located on George E. Allen

Hitting The Books

Like many other area students, 16-year-old Tammy Thornton, a sophomore at New Site
High School, spends some class time studying up for final exams as the 1982-83 school year
draws near an end. Tammy is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Thornton. She plans to

attend Northeast Junior College upon graduation from high school.

Rowland)

Drive.

Grades 5-7 will be moved
to what is now Anderson
Junior High. The high school
will see the least change,
with only grade 8 being
added there next year.

The city school system has
tried twice -- once in

December and again in
March -- to pass a school
bond issue which would have
allowed the city to build a
new high school.

(Photo by Tim

Under that plan, the city
would have closed the
present high school and the
elementary school.

During discussions in
support of passing the bond
issue, school officials said
the Booneville Elementary
School building was in the
worst condition of any of the
city’s schools.

When the two bond
elections failed, school of-
ficials began looking at

alternative methods  for
improving conditions at the
schools.

Supt. Griffin told The
Banner-Independent two
weeks ago that the system
was studying the possibility
of closing the elementary
school.

“The main thing we are
seeing is if there is room,
and how much crowding
would occur if we did this,”
he said at that time.

However, Griffin em-
phasized the need to make
the final decision before the
closing of school this year so
that teachers could ‘“‘pack up
things, box them, label them
as to where they go, and so
forth.”

He also said the closing of
the school building will not
result in the lost of any
teaching positions -- no

(See School, Page 2)

County Redlstrlctlng

Plan Is Approved

By Justice Department

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Prentiss County’s
redistricting plan, passed
last September by the board
of supervisors, has been
approved by the U.S. Justice
Department in Washington
and will go into effect im-
mediately, board  of
supervisors’ president J.P.
Davis said Wednesday.

Davis said attorney Scott
Levanway of Jackson

vtified hirn Monday that
Prentiss County’s plan. has
beati- approved. Levanway
served as a consultant to the
board of supervisors in
drawing up the redistricting
plans.

The redrawing of the
county’s district lines was
necessary to equalize the
population within each of the
five districts after the 1980
Census was completed.

In equalizing the districts,
the supervisors attempted to
change the present districts
as little as possible to hold
down confusion.

As a result of redistric-
ting, some people wiil now
live in a different super-
visor’s district even though
they may not have changed
moved. This is because che
district lines themselves
have changed.

Those residents affected
by the changes will vote in
different districts in this

fall’s elections than they did
four years ago.

Circuit Clerk Travis Cox
said this week that those
affected by the redistricting
will be notified either by
mail or in person.

In drawing up the plan, the
supervisors, using figures
from the 1980 Census, at-
tempted to arrive at an ideal
population of 4,805 for each
district.

To do so, the supervisors
shifted a section of the 1st
district located in the nor-
thwestern portion of the
county into the 2nd district.

A portion of the 5th district
located within the city limits

(See County, Page 2)

NEMJC Board Meets

The Northeast Junior
College Board of Trustees
added two new faculty
members, approved sup-
plementary personnel and
approved an increase in
faculty overload pay at their
monthly meeting Tuesday
afternoon.

The board approved a
request to make an increase
in faculty overload pay,
from $750 to $900, effective
during the summer session,

NE President Harold T.
White said.

Last month the board
approved a 10 percent in-
crease on base salary; a 121%
percent increase on in-
crement; and a 20 percent
increase on overload. It has
been two years since the
faculty and staff last
received a pay increase.

The board approved hiring
two members to the
associate degree nursing

faculty — Rebecca Millsaps
of Ackerman and Cynthia
Sparks of Tupelo. They will
assume their teaching
positions in August.

In other business the
board approved four sup-
plementary personnel, Terri
Robertson, leisure learning
for gymnasties; Millie
Lowrey, leisure learning for
aerobics; Opal Melvin,

(See NEMJC, Page 2)

Graduations Begin Tomorrow For Area Students

Prentiss County High
School seniors and Nor-
theast Mississippi Junior
College sophomores will see
their years of hard work pay
off when they take that final
journey down the aisle for
their diplomas.

Although graduation day
signals an end to high school
and junior college days, it

also signals the beginning of
new opportunities -- whether
the graduate continues his
education or enters the job
market on a full-time basis.
NORTHEAST
JUNIOR COLLEGE

Graduation ceremonies at
Northeast Junior College
will be Friday, May 13, at 8
pm. in the Bonner Arnold

Coliseum.

The junior college, which
is celebrating its 35th an-
niversary, will honor NE
board member G.W.
(Buster) Hines and H.H.
Daws of the science
department. Hines has been
a board member for 35 years
and Daws has been a faculty
member for the same length

of time.

Approximately 350 Nor-
theast students are can-
didates for graduation.

BALDWYN

Graduation ceremnionies at
Baldwyn High School will be
Sunday, May 22, at 3 p.m. in
the school gymnasium.

The valedictorian and
salutatorian had not been

selected as of Wednesday

morning.

Members of the
graduation class will be the
speakers.

Some 79 seniors are ex-
pected to graduate.
BOONEVILLE
Booneville seniors will
receive diplomas Friday,
May 20, at 8 p.m. in Bonner

Arnold Coliseum.

Susan Wimberley,
valedictorian, and Liz
Ferrell, salutatorian, will be
the speakers.

Seventy-five seniors are
expected to graduate.

THRASHER

Graduation ceremonies at

(See Graduations, Page 2)

Thrasher Students Get Look At

Cincinnati Zoo’s Insect Collection

Thrasher students
recently got a first hand look
at an insect collection from
the Cincinnati Zoo when
Milan Busching, currator of
vetebrates at the Cincinnati
Zoo, visited Thrasher
School.

Busching’s visit was part
of the Northeast Museum
Association’s kickoff for its
annual bug hunt,

Last year Thrasher
students collected Unicorn
beetles and other insects
when they participated in

the museum association’s
bug hunt.

Those same Thrasher
insects are now on display in
the Cincinnati Zoo and
Dusseldorf, Germany.

Doug Fleury, director of
the Northeast Museum
Association, told students
that three million people in
Cincinnati have viewed the

insects collected in Thrasher

and Corinth.

“Students like you have
turned the heads of im-
portant scientists,” Fleury

told the Thrasher audience,
which consisted mostly of
5th and 6th grade students.

During a slide presen-
tation, Currator Busching
told students that less than
one-tenth of one percent of
insects are pests.

Following the slide
presentation, = Busching
brought out the stars of the
show -~ a South American
‘beetle, an Australian
Walking Stick, a tarantula
and a huge toad.

After school was

dismissed, some 11 students
were accompanied by their
science teachers, Fleury
and Busching on a bug
hunting expedition in the
Thrasher community.

The group located more
than 20 Unicorn beetles
which are worth 10 points
each. Points are allocated to
those children 8 to 16 who
turn in certain insects,

Last year Thrasher’s
Brad r'uggitt won a trip to
Cincinnati for his insect
collecting efforts,

Tracey Gifford & Friend
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