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Rienzi Fire Station
Nearing Completion

The town of Rienzi has a new fire station.

Located next door to the Rienzi post office, the fire
station is expected to be completed within the next
several weeks, weather permitting, according to Rienzi

‘mayor Danny Lowrey.

Work on the fire station is being funded through in-
surance rebate money that comes back to the town, he
‘said, TVA funds are also expected to be received to be
used to pay for the $15,000 project.

Local labor has been hired to build the fire station. The
land was donated by Joe Curlee. “This probably saved
the town about $4,000 on the cost of a lot,” Lowrey noted.

Rienzi has also ordered a new 500-gallon tank fire
truck to use in addition to the 750-gallon tank truck they
have, Lowrey said. The fire truck is currently housed at
the Rienzi Town Hall.

The fire station will be named the C.B. Curlee
Memorial Building, Lowrey said.

- Prentiss Ranks Low

On Economic Study

A recent study by the Mississippi Economic Council
shows that Prentiss ranks 52nd in a composite economic

4 rdnking of Mississippi’s 82 counties.
} This indicates that residents in 51 of the state’s 82

counties are better off economically than are residents

of Prentiss County. :

The MEC study, entitled ‘“Economic Profiles of

Mississippi Counties,’’ ranked the state’s counties on the

basis of seven categories. According to the report, the
county . with -the highest composite ranking is Lee
County. ; e

Of other Northeast Mississippi counties,” Alcorn
County ranked 18th; Tishominge, 19th; Union, 30th;
Tippah, 29th; and Itawamba, 62nd.

Cheese And Butter
: : Lo o e
To Be Distributed
Cheese and butter will be given to Medicaid and food
stamp recipients, the unemployed and to charitable
organizations in Prentiss County on Thursday, May 19,
according to J.P. Davis, president of the Prentiss County

Board of Supervisors.
The cheese and butter will be given away to eligible

Prentiss Countians at the Farmers Muarket on North
College Street, weather permitting from 7 a.m. until 5

pm. In case of bad weather, the cheese and butter will
be distributed in the courthouse.

Prentiss County will give out 300 cases of cheese and
109 cases of butter. Those eligible will receive a 5 lb.
block of cheese and 2 lbs. of butter.

Marijuana Patch
Found, One Arrested

The Prentiss County Sheriff’s Department confiscated
about 200 marijuana plants and destroyed 2,000 plants at
a site about four miles north of New Site last week, ac-
cording to Prentiss County Deputy John Moore.

Steven Rice, 32, of New Site has been charged with
possession of marijuana, manufacturing marijuana and
probation violation. Rice had served about three months
in Parchman on a grand larceny charge, according to
Moore.

Senator’s Mobile Office
To Visit County

U.S. Senator Thad Cochran’s mobile office staff will
visit Prentiss, Alcorn and Tishomingo counties on
Wednesday, May 11. S .

Sen. Cochran’s staff will be at the Prentiss County
Courthouse in Booneville at 9 a.m., at the Alcorn County
Courthouse in Corinth at 10:30 a.m., and at the
Tishomingo County Courthouse in Iuka at 1 p.m. that
day.

The Chancery Clerk’s office in each county will have
the exact location in the courthouse of the staff mem-
bers.

‘Two Candidates
Withdraw From Races

Two more candidates have withdrawn from political
' races in Prentiss County, leaving a total of 70 candidates
still actively seeking election in the August primaries.
Charles (Chuck) Eldridge, who had previously
qualified and then withdrawn from the county coroner’s
race, filed papers to qualify for the position of Justice
Court Judge South on April 29. On May 2 he withdrew
from that race, also.
Truman McVey has withdrawn from the 1st district

- constable’s race. McVey said he was withdrawing .

“‘bdcause he has moved from the first district to the
second district. He said he does not plan to seek the
constable’s position in the second district.

Local Multi-County System

TVAT

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

County supervisors and
other officials from the six-
county area served by the
Northeast Mississippl
Planning and Development
District learned Tuesday
that the Tennessee Valley
Authority will help install
and set up a multi-county
computer center. for the
District.

TVA representatives met
briefly with these county
officials during the annual

On The Ball

spring district meeting of
the Mississippi Association
of Supervisors Tuesday at
Northeast Junior College.

The meeting was hosted
by the Northeast Planning
and Development District. It
involved representatives
from Alcorn, Benton,
Marshall, Prentiss, Tippah
and Tishomingo counties.

Charlie Spearman,
executive director, of the
Planning and Development
District, pointed out that
TVA performed the initial
feasibility study for the

Although he may not be a top contender in this weekend’s
Leonard’s Losers Celebrity Golf Tournament, little William
Forrest Prather is getting in a little ballhandling practice at
the local golf course. William Forrest, who will soon be one
year old, is the son of Boeneville Country Club golf pro Bill

Board Of

The Booneville board of
mayor and aldermen voted
-to hire two new police of-
ficers -- one part-time and
one full-time -- during their
regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night at City Hall.

Upon the recommendation
of Alderman Charles Steen,
the board approved the
hiring of Phillip Edward
Coley, a former sheriff's
deputy in Florida, as a part-
time Booneville policeman,

lelp Set

computer project. He said
TVA will now come in and
oversee the purchase and
installation of the equip-
ment, as well as the training
and instruction of personnel
for a six-month period.
Spearman said the Ap-
palachian Regional Com-
mission has approved a
$240,000 grant to fund the
computer program, which
has been in the planning
stage for some time now.
As outlined earlier, under
this program a central
computer will be located at

the Planning and
Development District office

“on the Highway 30 Bypass in

Booneville,

Each of the six counties in
the district will have four
terminals through which
they can access the com-
puter, plus each will have a
printer to give them a
hardcopy printout of their
data as needed.

TVA’s Hugh Grenade
pointed out Tuesday that
TVA and ARC have not yet
finalized all the contracts
involving the computer

Prather Jr. and his wife, Rhonda. He is the grandsen of Mr.
and Mrs. Forrest Michael and Mr. and Mrs. Bill Prather Sr.,
all of Booneville. This will be the first year for the celebrity
tournament at the Booneville club.

and Marion Holley Ten-
nison, a law enforcement
academy graduate, as a full-
time officer.

Also during the meeting,
Alderman Wade Lambert
recommended that the city

(Photo by Cliff Long)

seek bids for liquid asphalt
and slag to repair and seal
city streets.

Rather than take bids on a
per-mile basis as the city
has done in the pass,
Lambert recommended that

system. ‘“Hopefully the the
contractual arrangements
can be worked out soon,”
Spearman said.

Grenade told the super-
visors that once the con-
tracts are finalized TVA
personnel will meet with
representatives of each
county on-an individual
basis ‘‘to find out what your
needs and expectations are
and to see if we can meet
them.”

Neal Davis, district ad-
ministrator with TVA’s
general manager’s office in

Up Computer Center

Tupelo, told the supervisors
Tuesday that TVA became
involved in the project at
Spearman’s request.

Davis said TVA’s
economic development staff
will do the work on the
project.

James Cotton, president of
a local government data
processing center in
Columbia, Tenn., is also
working with TVA on this
project. He warned the
supervisors Tuesday that “it

(See Computer, Page 5)

City Coach Is
Not A Suspect
In Break-In

A coach at ‘Booneville
Middle School who was
questioned in eonneetion
with the April 25 bréak-in at
Davidson Discount Drugs is
not a suspect in the case,
according to Booneville
Mayor Charles Crabb.

“Coach Leroy Brooks is no
longer a suspect,” Mayor
Crabbsaid Tuesday. “Tomy
knowledge the only reason
he was quesftioned was
pecause he drives a maroon
Lincoln which was- the
description of the car driven
by the burglars,” Crabb
said.

A witness to the break-in
saw a black man throw a
concrete block through the
door to gain entrance into
the drugstore while two
other men waited in a late
model maroon Lincoln,
Police Chief Bobby Lambert
said. An Alcorn County man
has since been arrested in
connection with the break-
in,

“Coach Brooks was the
only 'black man our
department knew who had a
car like that. Law en-
forcement officers have to
follow the information they
get to the best of their
ability. Sometimes that

the city advertise for bids on
the liquid asphalt on a per
gallon basis and for the slag
by the square yard.

He said he thought this
would save the city some
money because of the wide

information is incerrect.
That is what happened in
this case,” Crabb said.
Several other people have
alsec been questioned in
connection with the break-
in, Lambert said. Two half-
fitled bottles of narcotics,
valued at about $40 were
taken from the drugstore.
James' W. Clark, 24, of
Alcornt County, has been
charged with breaking and
entering in connection with

the break-in at the
drugstore, Lambert said
Tuesday.

Clark 'was . arrested

Saturday night by the
Corinth Police Department.

He remains in the
Booneville jail on $10,000
bond.

Lambert expressed his
appreciation to the Prentiss
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Corinth Police

Department for their
assistance in the in-
vestigation.

Chief Lambert also said
that rumors have been
circulating about the length
of time it took officers to
arrive at the scene of the
break-in.

(See Coach, Page 12)

ldermen Hire Two New Police Officers

variance in the width of the
city’s streets.

Most of the bids when they
are taken on a per-mile basis
are for 20 to 24 ft. widths, he

(See City, Page 12),

Dispatcher Mary Wallace

Police Radio Dispatcher
Started As Meter Maid

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

She used to write as many
as 75 parking tickets a day
when she was Booneville’s
meter maid.

Mary Wallace was not
only Booneville’s first and
only meter maid, she was
also the first female em-
ployed at the Booneville
Police Department.

““They were dumb-
founded,”” Mrs. Wallace
smiled, as she recalled the
reactions of the policemen
after she first came to work
at the Booneville PD sixteen
vears ago.

“They would just stare. It
was sort of amazing to

them.”

She worked as meter maid
for 10 years and has worked
as radio dispatcher for the
last six years. She has been
employed at the police
department longer than any
of the current employees,

The last three years she
worked as meter maid she
rode a Cushman — those first
seven years she walked the
‘lbeat.”

“T got used to the
weather,” she said. ‘“But
there were times when I
came to work that the
weather was so cold the
parking meters would freeze
from the meoisture and
wouldn’t take coins.”

“I liked walking,’ she

continued. “I met people,
such as old school friends,
that I hadn’t seen in years.”

When there was two hour
parking in uptown
Booneville, she would mark
the automobile tires with
yellow chalk during the first
hour — and white chalk the
second hour,

She had her share of
people trying to get out of
paying parking tickets by
smearing the chalk or
moving their vehicle for-
ward so that the chalk mark
wouldn’t show.

But those people didn’t
bother Mrs. Wallace. She
scon learned to put a smail

(See Dispatcher, Page 2)







