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Jumpertown Hires
New Town Marshal

Jumpertown has a town marshal again.

The Jumpertown Board of Alderman voted
unanimously Tuesday night to hire Thomas Turner of
Booneville as the new town marshal, according to Mayor
C.D. Windham.

Turner, approximately 40, is retired from the Air
Force, Windham said.

Turner was sworn in as town marshal Wednesday.

The board plans to meet again to determine whether
the job will be full time or part time, Windham said.

The town marshal’s post was vacated in February
when John Moore resigned to take a position as a deputy
at the Prentiss County Sheriff’s Department.

‘In other business, the board voted to rehire Steve
Goldman of Thrasher as park director, Windham said.

Board members present for the meeting were David
Yates, Earnest Burns, Orman Bridges and J.C. Young.
Alderman O.S. Moore Jr. was absent.

Pre-School Registration |

April 20-22 For City

The Booneville Elementary School will hold pre-school
registration April 20-22 for students entering the first
grade for the 1983-84 schoo! year.

Principal Lee Stewart said parents may register their
children at any time during the school day on these
dates. Children may also be registered at the school
from 6 to 8 p.m. Thurday, April 21.

A certified birth certificate and a Mississippi im-
munization record (blue form) will be required before a
child can be registered, Stewart said.

As was announced last week, pre-school registration
for first graders at Jumpertown and Thrasher schools
will be April 15 at the respective schools. At Thrasher,
registration will be from 7:30 a.m. to 3. p.m. and at
Jumpertown from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Students must be 6 years old by Sept. 1 to enter the
first grade next year.

Monday Fice Destroys
Burnsville Factory

Over 400 people have been left jobless following a fire
Monday morning which destroyed Benchmark
Industries in Burnsville,

The apparrel factory, located just off Hwy. 72, was
Burnsville’s only factory.

About 411 people were employed there from Prentiss,
Tishomingo and Alcorn counties.

An estimated 200 employees came from the immediate
Burnsville area meaning that Burnsville will be hardest
hit by the impact of the fire.

The fire is believed to have started around 6 a.m.
Monday. State fire investigators speculate the fire may
have started from some type of gas explosion since the
75,000 sq. ft. metal building was so quickly engulfed in
" flames.

Although about 50 firemen from Alcorn, 'I‘ishomingo
and Prentiss counties battled the biaze for several hours,
the fire was never brought under control.

Firemen poured about 175,000 gallons of water on the
blaze. The city’s water supply had re-plenished itself by
Monday afternoon.

The town’s 100,000 gallon reservior was drained dry
once and was almost pumped empty a second time
before firermen realized the factory could not be saved.

Officials from New York with Winfield Manufacturing
Company were scheduled to meet Tuesday in Burnsville
to discuss if the plant will be rebuilt.

Two C_an(ﬁdates In
And One Out

Two candidates have qualified since Wednesday of
last week to run for political offices in Prentiss County
and one candidate has officially withdrawn from a race.
There are now 67 candidates who have qualified to seek
election to various offices in the August primaries.

Travis Brasel withdrew from the first district
supervisor’s race last Saturday. There is only one
candidate in that race now, incumbent Larry Barron.

James K. Sparks has become the third candidate to
qualify for the position of tax assessor-collector.

Bob Glover is seeking re-election as 3rd district
constable. There are now four candidates in that race.

Tiger Band Tryouts
Are April 16 And 23

Auxiliary tryouts for the Northeast Junior College
Tiger Marching Band will be April 16 and April 23 at
Hines Hall, according to band director Ricky Bishop.
Tryouts will begin at 9 a.m. each day.

The Northeast Band reached a record high of more
than 200 members last year and is expected to be even
larger this year, Bishop said.

Tryouts on April 16 will be for drum major, flag corp
and rifle unit positions, while Tiger dancers and
majorettes will be selected April 23.

For additional information, contact the band depart-
ment at 728-7751, ext. 257..

All Fed Up

Mike Worthy, a freshman at Northeast Mississippi Junior College, won a pizza eating
contest held at the college iast Thursday in connection with the school’s annual Derby Day.
Mike, a native of West Memphis, Ark., ate 512 personal pan pizzas to lead his team, White
Hall, to victory. The pizzas and the prizes in the contest were furnished by Pizza Hut.

Booneville is getting a new
industry.

Granted, it will provide
only a few new jobs, but
Prentiss County Develop-
ment Association Director
Doug Mansell hopes it is just
a beginning.

Mack Etheridge, of
Ethridge Auto Supply,
appeared before the board of
directors of PCDA Monday
night to express his ap-
preciation for help from
PCDA and the board of

supervisors in obtaining a

tax exempt note so that he

can construct a muffler
manufacturing plant in
Booneville.

Ethridge explained to the
board that his firm has
operated a warehouse for
some time now, distributing
mufflers over three states.
He said the firm will now
begin making its own glass
pack mufflers for
distribution through its

Block Grant
Approved For

WaterTreatmen\t\

Booneville will receive a

Community Development
Block Grant for $176,262 to
be used in building a new
water treatment facility for
the city.

Gov. William Winter
notified Booneville Mayor
Charles Crabb last week by
telephone of the approval of
the grant. The Governor is
expected to be in Booneville
later this month to officially
present the grant. ;

For some time now,
Booneville has been in
violation of state Health
Department regulations,
using water faster than its
treatment facility can
handle it.

The block grant will be
added to a $106,990 federal
grant and a $26,747
Economic Development Act
grant to build a new $300,000

treatment facility to bring

the city back within com-- :

pliance. The new facility will
be in addition to the old one,
not a replacement.

According to City Clerk
June Hutcheson, the last
additions to the city’s water
system to be approved by
the Health Department were
the two new dormitories
built at Northeast Jumior
College two years ago.

On July 1, 1981, Lee Jones
of the Mississippi State
Health Department notified
Booneville that as of Aug. 1,
1980, the city’s water system
was servicing 2,987 con-
nections. This figure did mot
include the two new dorms..

The. Health Department
approved the addition of the
dorms to the system, but

(See Grant, Page 2)
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County’s Newest Industry

warehouse.

To keep the business in a
central location, Ethridge
told the board the firm plans
to build the muffler
manufacturing plant on an
adjacent lot which it has
purchased. This lot is the
former location of the old
Jeran Theatre which burned
some years ago.

Construetion of the plant
should begin right away and
Ethridge said he hopes it can
start turning out mufflers in

Suspended Officer
Resigns Following
Review Hearing

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A Booneville police of-
ficer, suspended from duty
last month for “‘in-
subordination,” resigned
following a hearing Tuesday
afternoon, according to
alderman Charles Steen.

Officer Joe Whitehead was
suspended from duty about
three weeks ago. Citing only
insubordination and saying
only that “things weren’t
working out,”’ neither
alderman Steen nor Mayor
Charles Crabb would
elaborate on the reasons
behind Whitehead’s
suspension.

Last week Mayor Crabb
denied that Whitehead had
been accused of vandalizing
police vehicles, a rumor that
was circulating within the
department.

The mayor admitted that
a water hose and some radio
antennas had been cut on
some of the city’s police
cars, but he emphasized that
Whitehead was not being
accused of doing it.

“There have been no
accusations made against
(Whitehead) by the City of
Booneville,”” he said. ‘“We
don’t know who is doing
these things.”

Meeting behind closed
doors at the conclusion of

their regular ~monthly
meeting, the board of
aldermen last week em-
powered eity attorney
BEugene Gifford and
alderman Steen to set a date
for Whitehead’s hearing.
Whitehead and an at-
torney, Greg Keenum of
Booneville, were present at
the city board meeting last
week, but were not allowed
to remain for the closed door

session in which
Whitehead’s case was
discussed.

Mayor Crabb said a letter

‘'was sent to Whitehead

Saturday giving the date of

(See Resigns, Page 2)

Savings And Loan

Now Under Receivership

Federal regulators have
taken over a financially
troubled savings and loan
organization based in Ox-
ford with a branch in
Booneville,

The Norw
Savings

Mississippi
o Loan

‘Association, thh assets of

approximately $150 million,
was placed under
receivership Monday.

The action was taken after
the  Mississippi = com-
missioner of savings and
loans asked a state court to
appoint a receiver for the
failing institution.

- Savings

The Federal Savings and
Loan Insurance Corporation
(FSLIC) was  named
receiver.

The Federal Home Loan
Bank board has chartered a
new federal mufual
association, called the New
INorth  Missisilpl Feacrud
and Loan
Association, which has
temporarily acquired the
property, facilities, in-
vestments, deposits and
loans of the old company.

Business at all branches of
the saving and loan is
continuing more or less as
usual under the new

management at all branch
offices, including the one in
Booneville. All employees
retain their jobs.

Federal regulators say the
veceivership should not
aftect customers of North
Mississippi Savings and

Loan. = FSLIC ' insures
depositors’ money in
savings and loans

organizations for up to
$100,000.

Federal regulators say
they are looking for a per-
manent solution in the form
of a merger or takeover by
another institution.

Is Small, But Hopetul

about 45 days.

Since  most of the
machinery will be
automatic, the plant will

initially employ only. about
four new workers. In six
months this should increase
to eight and by the end of the
year 12, Ethridge said. The
number of employees could
goto18in two years, he said.

‘“We hope we are con-
servatively estimating the
number of employees,”’ he

The Eyes Have It

Booneville High School Band students were goggled-eyed
over winning all superiors in the state band contest this past
weekend. The band competed in the five regular categories -
- concert, sight reading, marching, inspection, and drum
major -- plus the optional category of student conductor. The

added.

He said the firm will hire
eniployees through the

‘Mississippi Employment

Security Office and will
train them on the job.

He said he hopes the firm
will outgrow its facility and
need to expand within two
years.

The mufflers to be
manufactured will be for
trucks and will consist of a
core material wrapped in

fiberglass for noise
reduction. The glass
wrapping material will
initially be purchased out of
California, but Ethridge said
there is a possibility the
plant may begin rolling its
own glass in the future.

He expressed his thanks to
PCDA director Mansell, the
board of supervisors and the
Peoples Bank and Trust
Company for helping get the
business started.

band received the highest possible marks, superiors, in all
categories. Lisa Horn is BHS drum major and Liz Ferrell is
student conductor. Mrs. Sherry Vernon is band director .and
Greg Fant is assistant director. (Photo by Cliff Long)






