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The Community Sunrise
Service sponsored an-
nually by the Prentiss
County Ministerial
Association will begin at
6:30 a.m. Easter Sunday in
the  Bonner  Arnold
Coliseum at -Northeast
Junior College.

The program will feature
a combined youth choir,
special music by the Larry
Hill family, and a message _
by the Rev. Joe Pack &

Arnold of the Booneyille
Presbyterian Church. LD

Wade Irvin, Minister of Music at the First Baptist
Church, will conduct the congregational singing.

“The area pastors and church leaders have planned a
very inspiring program to celebrate the resurrection of
Jesus Christ,”” said the Rev. Milton Koon, president of
the Ministerial Association, in urging everyone to at-
tend.

The Rev. Arnold is one of the newest ministers in the
county. He moved to Booneville from Leland, where he
was director of the Care Unit, an alcohol rehabilitation
center at the Delta Medical Center,

Arnold is a graduate of Columbia Theological
Seminary and Southwestern at Memphis. He also had a
year of clinical pastorial education at South Carolina
State Hospital.

Three Arrested
In College Auto Theft

Three local men have been arrested in connection with
the theft of a 1979 Pontiac Trans Am stolen from Yarber
Hail at Northeast Junior College on 'March 7.

Benny King and David Holder, ages and addresses
unavailable, were both charged with grand larceny in
connection with the theft, according to Booneville Police
Chief Bobby Lambert.

Ronnie Boren of Marietta has been charged with
receiving stolen property, Lambert said.

The 1979 Pontiac Trans Am belonged to Randy Wall.
The car was recovered by the Prentiss County Sheriff’s
Department March 12 on the Old Free Will Church Road
near the Altitude Community. The front cap and wheels
were missing.

According to Lambert, the complete front cap, four
wheels and tires, were found at Boren'’s shop on the old
Marietta Road located about one mile north of Marietta
Friday night of last week,

" All three men are out of jail on $5,000 bond each.

Unemployment Hits
15.5% In February

Prentiss County’s unemployment rate continues it’s
upward climb, according to the latest figures from the
Mississippi Employment Security Commission.

The Prentiss County unemployment rate increased
from January’s figure of 14.8 percent to 15.5 percent in
February.

Statewide, unemployment stood at 12.4 percent in
February, up from January’s 12.2 percent jobless rate.

The counties with the highest unemployment rates in
February were Sharkey (26.6 percent), Tunica (24
percent); Winston (22 percent), George (20.8 percent)
and Attala (20.5 percent).

Issaquena County, with 5.8 percent, had the lowest
rate. Rankin was next with 6.8 percent, followed by
Oktibbeha with 8.0 percent.

The national rate for February was 11.3 percent.

Two More Candidates
Qualify In County

Two candidates have qualified since Wednesday of
last week to run for political offices in Prentiss County.
There are now 63 candidates who have qualified to seek
election to various offices in the August primaries.

Jimmie (Cunningham) Whitehead of the Little Brown
community qualified Monday for the tax assessor’s
race. She is challenging incumbent Danny Childers for
that post.

Terry Lee of the Ingram community has qualified to
run for the position of Representative Post 18. He is
challenging incumbent Tim Ford.
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Photos from ‘Cabaret USA’

Round two of the fight for
better school facilities in the
Booneville = Municipal
Separate School district
ended Saturday in an even
greater defeat than did
round one.

And, if there is to be a
round three, chances appear
remote that it will involve
the same plan that voters
have rejected twice.

Despite less than ideal
weather conditions, more
Booneville voters turned out

A Bunny Hug!

than had voted against a
similar bond issue when the
city originally proposed it in
December.

A total of 1,393 city
residents voted Saturday. Of
these, 731 voted against the
bond issue and 664 voted for
it. Four votes were
disallowed due to improper
marking of the ballots, City
Clerk June Hutcheson said.

During the first election,
in December, 1,337 voted,
679 for the bond issue and 654

against.

‘We as school people can do no more

than the public will support. ..’
Supt. Robert Griffin

Approval by a 60 percent
majority is necessary for the
bond issue to pass. In the
first election, approximately
51 percent of the voters were
for the bond issue. In
Saturday’s election, only
47.5 percent voted for it.

If it had passed, the bond

Michelie Arnold, 2'4-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Arnold of Booneville,

holds on tight to her own personal Easter Bunny, perhaps thinking a good hug will result in

more goodies when the Easter Bunny comes this weekend. Michelle's father raises rabbits
as a hobby. (Photo by Tim Rowland)

issue, plus additional money
from the state, would have
been used to build a new
Booneville High School to
renovate the existing Middle
School and Anderson Junior
High School. The present
elementary and high schools
would have been closed.

No Arrests Made

Tuesday that he thinks the
total cost of the project and
the prospect of increasing

taxes were largely
responsible for the defeat of
the proposal.

“I think there are some
other things inherent in it,”
he said, ‘‘but the main thing
is the cost, the taxes, the
economic situation.”

He said he thinks the issue
might have had a better
chance of passing if the 15.5
percent unemployment rate
had been lower.

something new to the people
of Booneville. ‘‘To my
knowledge, the people in this
area have never had a bond
issue or never paid on school
bonds for a school building,”’
he said.

The city school board will
not meet until April 12 to
discuss- what to do now.
However, Griffin indicated
he personally feels the bond
issue as it stands is dead.

“I think the voters have

{Please see Voters, Page 2)

Arson Blamed For Fire
At Jumpertown Store

Arson has been blamed for
a fire early Saturday
morning which destroyed all
the merchandise in a
grocery store in Jum-
pertown owned by Vera Ann
Padgett and Jimmy
Prentiss, according to
Prentiss County Deputy Jim
Ross.

State Deputy Fire Mar-
shal Mike Ivey investigated
the sgene of the fire Sunday
morsng end riled it as
arson, Ross said.

Lacquer thinner is
believed to have been used
to start the fire, Ross said.
The fire was ruled arson
because three gallons of
lacquer thinner which had
not burned were found in the
store, he said.

“Lacquer thinner had
been poured in the southeast

corner of the building where

"a fire had been started,”’

Ross said. “The three full
jugs of lacquer thinner were
found in the northwest
corner of the building. A fire
had also been started
there,”’ the deputy said.

The fire had not been
burning too long when
firemen arrived, otherwise
the other jugs of lacquer
thinner would have ex-

ploded, Ross said.
" A clock in the siore

stopped at 3:42. The fire was
reported to the Booneyille
Fire Department at 3:57
a.m.

According to Ross, Mrs.
Padgett said she was sure
she had locked the store at
closing time around 7:30
p.m. last Friday. However,

when firemen arrived at the
store, the door was
unlocked, Ross said. There
was no sign of forced entry.

Nothing was reported
stolen from the store, he
said.

The fire completely
destroyed all the stock in the
store. The metal building
also received smoke and
water damage, he said.

This is the third time a fire
has vecurred at the store,
Epss said. The store was
unuer different ownership at
the time the other fires

- oceurred.

Fire departments from
Jumpertown, Booneyville,
Thrasher and Blackland
responded to the fire.

No arrests have been
made in the case.

Special Prosecutor Gives No

Time Table For Investigation

New Albany City Judge
Talmadge Littlejohn con-
firmed Tuesday that an
investigation involving three
Booneville policemen and a
former policeman has been
turned over to him,

“I'm working on the case
and I have had turned over
to me the basic information
relative to the case that they
(the city of Booneville) had
available to them,” he said.
“In other words, the matter
has been turned over to
me"! .

The four men are being
investigated for allegedly
taking merchandise from

the Win-Way store in
Booneville one night in
November 1979. One of the
four reportedly found the
door of the store unlocked
while on routine patrol.

The case has been under
investigation off and on for
more than a year. State
investigators presented
evidence in the case to the
Prentiss County Grand Jury
in February. The Grand
Jury reported that the
evidence was not sufficient
for indictments against the
men on felony charges.

- The Grand Jury ordered

Distriect Attorney John
Young to turn the evidence
over to the City of Booneville
for investigation into
possible misdemeanor
charges. The city hired
Littlejohn as a special
prosecutor in the case about
two weeks ago.

The New Albany attorney
said Tuesday that he does
not know how long his in-
vestigation will take.

“All I can say is that the
investigation is in progress.
That’s all. I don’t have any
time table or time frame to
present at this point,’”’
Littlejohn said.

At Junior Auxiliary Event

Outstanding Citizen Named

Booneville’'s Nelwyn
Murphy was named Prentiss

County’s OQutstanding
Citizen for 1983 Saturday
night at the Junior

Auxiliary’s annual fund-
raiser.
A life-long resident of

Booneville, Mrs. Murphy

served as Prentiss County
Superintendent of Education
for 12 years. Prior to that,
she was an elementary
school teacher for six years,
a high school English
teacher for two years,
principal of Booneville
Elementary School for eight
years and Prentiss County
Elementary Supervisor for
four years.

She also served as a
member of the Prentiss
County Board of Education
for six years and as
secretary of the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College

board of trustees for 12

years.

One of the girls’ dor-
mitories at Northeast Junior
College was named Nelwyn
Murphy Hall in her honor.

When the city and the
county schools split into two
separate districts in 1981,
Mrs. Murphy became the
first chairman of " the
Prentiss County Vocational
Board of Directors, which is
composed of members from
the school boards of both

districts.

The Outstanding Citizen is
picked each year from a list
of nominees submitted by
organizations = and in-
dividuals in Prentiss
County. Mrs. Murphy was
nominated for the award by
the Booneville Pilot Club.

She is a charter member
of the Pilot Club, having
served as president twice, as
vice-president and in
numerous other capacities.

She also served as the 1982
District Outreach Coor-
dinator for Louisiana-
Mississippi Pilot Club In-
ternational, and was a
nominee for second
Lieutenant ‘Governor of the

Louisiana-Mississippi
district Pilot Club in 1983.

Mrs. Murphy is also active
in her church, the First
United Methodist Church in
Booneville. She is a member
of the choir, is program
chairman of the ladies’
society of the church, and is
‘church school superin-
tendent. :

The first Outstanding
Citizen Award was
presented in 1977 to former
mayor Marion W. Smith by
the  Prentiss County
Development Association.
In 1978, the award program
was turned over to the
Booneville Junior Auxiliary,
which has  presented the

award each year since.

The 1978 honoree was
retired businessman Em-
mons Turner Jr. In 1979 the
award went to county health
nurse Mabel W. Nelson,
Retired school teacher
Louise W. Peeler received
the award in 1980, and
Booneville businessman
Stewart Vail took the award
home in 1981, Last year’s
winner was Mrs. Ruth
Galloway. :

Junior Auxiliary
President Martha White
presented the award to Mrs.
Murphy Saturday night
during the program in
Haney Union at Northeast
Junior College.

Nelwyn Murphy







