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Four Charged In
Gun Theft Ring

> The Prentiss County Sheriff’s Department has
-arrested four local men whom they believe have been
-operating a gun theft ring in Prentiss County, according
to Prentiss County Deputy Doug Hendrix.

. The four men who have been arrested in connection
with recent break-ins that have been occurring in the
“county are Barron McKinney, 17, of Route 2, Booneville,
“Michael White, 18, of 216 First St., Booneville, Danny W
Hamm, 22, of 102 Section St., Booneville, and Norman
Wolfe, 47, of Route 3, Booneville.

- McKinney, who has been certified to stand trial as an
adult, is charged with two counts of breaking and en-
tering. White is charged with receiving stolen property
and five counts of breaking and entering. Hamm is also
_charged with five counts of breaking and entering. Wolfe
is charged with receiving stolen property, Hendrix said.

The sheriff’s department recovered 10 guns last week
at pawn shops and a sporting goods store in Hardeman
County, Tenn. The guns had been stolen from local
residences, Hendrix said.

Depuhes have recovered nine guns in Tippah County
from various individuals who had purchased the stolen
guns, Hendrix said. The sheriff’s: department is con-
tinuing the investigation and expects to locate more
stolen guns, he said.

The guns that have been recovered were stolen from
the residences of Ronnie Woodruff, Stanley Young,
Bobby Bullard, Ricky Lambert, Irma Clayton, Freed
Lee and Jimmy Wilson, Hendrix said.

McKinney is out of jail on $20,000 bond. Wolfe is free on
$5,000 bond. Bond for Hamm had not been set as of
Tuesday. White remained in jail on $25,000 bond as of
Tuesday.

'MiskellyTrial
‘Now Underway

The murder trial of Mike Miskelly, 18, of Falkner, who
is charged with the death of his classrmate Steve Brown,
began Tuesday in Benton County Circuit Court in
Ashland.

A jury of eight men and six women, including two
alternate jurors, was selected Tuesday, only one day
before the second anniversary of Brown's disap-
pearance.

The murder case is expected to last until Friday.

Miskelly pleaded innocent ‘to the murder charge Jan.
2. He was indicted on the murder charge on Jan. 13,

Brown's disappearance t\wo years ago prompted one of
Northeast Mississippi’s most massive manhunts. An
Alcorn County deer hunter discovered the remains of the
15-year-old Brown in a wooded area in Benton County
last December.

Two Qualify For
2nd District Constable

Two candidates have qualified since Wednesday of
last week to run for political offices in Prentiss County.
There are now 61 candidates who have qualified to seek
election to various offices in the August primaries.

Jerry W. Livingston and Don S. Yates have both
qualified to run for the position of 2nd district constable.

. There are now four candidates in that race.
The last date to qualify for an office is June 3.

New Site School Seeks

Additional Classrooms

A move is underway to obtain additional classrooms at
New Site High School.

New Site principal Larry Morgan is calling for a
meeting of all parents and other citizens interested in
obtaining the additional classrooms at the school.

The meeting will be held in the school gymnasium at 7
p.n. next Thursday. The purpose of the meeting is to:
make plans to build the additional classrooms this
summer, Morgan said.

Spelling Bee To Buzz
Friday In Courthouse

The annual Prentiss County Spelling Bee will begin at
7 p.m. Friday in the Prentiss County Courthouse.
 Twenty-five seventh and eighth grade students from
the county school system will compete. The winner will
advance to the Mid-South Spelling Bee April 22 at
Memphis State University.
The winner of the Mid-South contest will compete in
" the national contest in June in Washington, D.C.

Participants from Hill’s Chapel will be Kimberly Gale
Armstrong, Scarlett Melissa Kaye McGaughy, Jennifer
Carolyn Prince, Mary Wright, and Tabatha Yarbrough.

Marietta participants include Amy Jo Arnold, Karen
Caveness, Glen Johnson, Stephanie Ramsey, and Lori
Jane Wildmon. Jumpertown contestants are Cassie
Davis, Becky Michael, Tammy Owens, Regina Wren,
and Cullen Herbert Yates.

From Thrasher are Cindy Ann Burns, Lori Durham,
‘Daryl Holley, Lee Ja Lauderdale, and Ragan Sharp.
Wheeler’s entrants are Louise Cristo, Melanie Green,
Steven Holley, Shannon Kirk, and Lana Mayo.

Booneville radio station WBIP will broadcast Friday
night’s Spelling Bee.

Second Attémpt

School Bond Election Is Saturday

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

City residents will go to
the polls Saturday to once

again vote for or against the .

sale of bonds for the con-
struction of a new high
school.

A second special election
has been called to decide
whether or not the city will
sell $2,225,000 in bonds to
build a new high school and
to renovate the existing
Anderson and Middle school
buildings.

According to figures
supplied by the city, if the
bond issue passes, the
average city landowner’s
taxes would increase ap-
proximately $6 per month
(based on an average
property assessment of
$3,5'M‘$4,0m),
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For the bond issue to pass,
60 percent of the qualified
voters who' cast ballots
Saturday must vote in favor
of the bond issue. Only those
residents who are registered
to vote in both the city and
the county are eligible to
vote in the election.

All voters will cast their
ballots downstairs at the
City Hall. Polls will remain
open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Up, Up And Away

For the third year in a row, students at Hill’s Chapel School celebrated the beginning of
spring by releasing helium-filled balloons, each of which carried the name and address of a
student from the school. Sponsored each year by the fifth grade class, the balloon release is
conducted nationally by the Weekly Reader. The purpose of the program is to establish
‘Writing Pals’ between the sender of the balloon and the finder. Weekly Reader provides a
$500 prize to the school which reports an answer from the greatest distance. (Photo by Tim

Rowland)

The majority of those
voting in a similar election
on Dec. 7 were in favor of the
school bond issue at that
time. However the vote fell
124 votes short of the needed
60 percent.

1In the earlier election, 679
votes were cast in favor of
the bond issue, 654 against,
and four votes were
rejected. Slightly less than
51 percent approved the

o

sale,

Approximately 43.5
percent of the city’s 3,076
registered voters -cast
ballots at that time, a larger
turnout than city officials
had anticipated.

It was the feeling of many
that a last-minute campaign
blitz by those opposing the
bond issue contributed
heavily to the defeat of the
first school bond election. A

similar campaign is now
underway again.

IF CITY residents ap-
prove the school bond sale,

"the school district plans to

close the Booneville
Elementary School and the
current Booneville High
School.

A new two-story structure
will be added to the front of
the Middle School to house
grades 9-12. Anderson
Junior High will be
renovated to house kin-
dergarten classes and
grades 1-3, .

The Middle School will be
renovated to house grades 5-

8 and four new classrooms '

will be added at the Middle
School for grade 4.

The district’s long range
plan, recently approved by
the Educational Finance

Commission in Jackson,
calls for the Booneville
school system to eventually
go to a school park concept.
All students will then be
housed in facilities at the
Middle School site.

School officials say this
will make more efficient use '
of the facilities, letting a
common lunchroom,
gymnasium, auditorium and
other facilities serve all
students.

However, they point out
that it will probably be 15-20
years before Anderson
school is closed and grades
K-3 are moved to the Middle
School.

IN THE FIRST election,
the proposed bond sale was
for $2,035,000. Since then, an

(See School, Page 3)

Hospital Renovation

Given Final Approval

The Mississippi Health
Care Commission has given
final approval to a $5.9
million expansion and
renovation project at
Baptist Memorial Hospital
in Booneviile.

The fommission granted
tentative approval of the
project on Feb. 17. Before
final approval could be
issued, an automatic 30-day
waiting period wag required
so that requests for a public
hearing on the proposal

-could be granted.

Thomas J. Brooks III,
executive director of the
Mississippi Health Care
Commission, notified
Baptist Memorial Hospital

administrator John Tom-
pkins Tuesday that the
Commission received no
requests for such a hearing.

The Certificate of Need
was issued on March 20.
Tompkins received it in the
mail Tuesday.

The expansion
renovation project calls for
the demolition of the old A
and B wings at ‘the
Booneville hospital. To
replace the beds lost from
these two wings, a new
three-floor structure will be
added to the front of the
present facility, between the
present building and U.S. 45.

The new structure will
include the replacement of

aud |

66 beds. In the process, the
hospital will lose 15 beds
from its present total of 136,
giving it a new total of 121
beds.

In addition to the new
consfruction, most of what
will remain of the old
siructure will be renovated.

Tompkins said this week
that the hospital hopes to
have  groundbreaking
ceremonies in early June
with work beginning later
that month. Completion of
the project is expected to
take 2% to 3 years.

Projected cost for
project is $5,929,554.

the

(See Hospital, Page 3)

New Teacher Exam

Will Be Given At NEI

Beginning in the fall of
1983, you will have to take a
test before you can become a
teacher.

All students _entering
teacher education programs
in state-supported colleges
this fall must first have
successfully completed the
COMP examination.

The COMP
prehensive

(Com-
Qufcome

Measure Project) is a

measure of a student’s
general education
knowledge, as well as his
ability to speak and write
effectively.

The test is designed to help
guarantee that those seeking

teacher. training in
1971 when it was mandated
by the Legislature, The NTE
cutoff score of 850 has now
been raised to 915 by the
state Board of Education.

Prospective teachers will
be required to achieve the
new scores beginning this
spring.

The COMP test was
developed by the American
College Testing Service
(ACT) and was selected by a
committee comprised of 60
people from across the state.

The state Board of
Education conducted testing
sessions during 1982 to help
establish COMP norms for

1JC

Mississippi public univer-
sities will meet certain
minimum standards.

Northeast Mississippi
Junior College in Booneville
will serve as one of the sites
for the administration of the
COMP test, a junior college
spokesman announced this
week.

The test will be given at
Northeast for the first time
on April 9. It was adopted in
November 1981 by the Board
of Trustees of State In-
stitutions of Higher Lear-
ning.

Teachers in Mississippi

.(See Exam, Page 2)

Mailman Makes Rounds
With ‘Help’ From His Friends

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

When' city carrier Beebe
McCuiston delivers the mail
in Foster Park he is usually
accompanied on his rounds
by several of the Foster
Park residents, such as
Lucy, Herbie, Clementine,
Sprocket and Chance.

Although they seldom, if
ever, get any letters (they
had rather chase squirrels
than write), they eagerly
await Beebe’s arrival every
morning.

Lucy, part basset hound
and beagle, is owned by Bill
Ward. Herbie, is a shiny
black “All-American’ dog

belonging to Doc Gullett.
Clementine, a basset hound,
is owned by Naz Rhodes.

Sprocket, a black and
white border collie, belongs
to Forrest Michael. Chance,
a malamute, is owned by
Kenneth Smith. Although
Chance lives on 8. Fifth
Street behind Booneville
High School, she often joins
her friends in Foster Park
when they ‘help” Beebe
deliver the mail.

Around 11 a.m. the dogs
begin listening for Beebe’s
jeep. As soon as they hear it
they begin barking. When
the jeep gets closer they
chase it, giving the im-
pression they would bite the

driver as soon as he steps
out.

That is definitely not the
case. When Beebe climbs
out of the jeep to begin his
rounds in Foster Park, the
dogs clamor around him to
be petted.

The dogs- then follow him
around Foster Park while he
delivers the mail.

“These dogs are a lot of
company,’”’ Beebe says:

“You don’t see many people |

out on the route all day long.

Of course you're busy all the

time, but it gets kind of

lonesome. These dogs break

the monotony of  the

(See Mailman, Page 2)

Beebe with Lucy, Herbie and Chance







