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County Unemployment
At 14.8 Percent

Unemployment in Prentiss County continued to rise at
mid-January. According to Charles Smith, manager of
the Mississippi State Employment Service in Corinth,
14.8 percent of the county’s civilian work force was
unemployed at that time.

Compared to revised figures from one month ago, this
represents an increase of 2.0 percentage points. Com-
pared to one year ago, it is a rise of 3.5 points. The
civilian labor force in the county stood at 11,060, down
120 from the previous month’s estimate, but 390 above
that of one year The number of Prentiss County
residents employed was estimated to be 9,420 in
January, compared to 9,750 in December and 9,460 in
January 1982.

Employment in manufacturing industries was
estimated to be 2,700, down 80 from the previous month,
and only 20 below the estimate for January 1982. Non-
manufacturing employment, estimated to be 3,580,
experienced a drop of 60 over the month with yearly
comparisons remaining approximately the same.

Five Sentenced
In County Court

Five people were sentenced last Friday by Circuit
Court Judge Neal Biggers during the final day of the
February session of Prentiss County Circuit Court.

Donna Pannell, who pleaded guilty to false pretense,
and James McGee, who pleaded guilty to attempted
uttering of a forged instrument, were each given
suspended three year prison sentences and placed on
three years supervised probation. They were ordered to
spend 15 days in the county jail and pay a $250 fine plus
court costs.

Robert Cleveland was given a suspended five year
prison sentence and placed on supervised probation for
five years. Cleveland had pleaded guilty to a charge of
burglary and larceny of a dwelling. He was also ordered
to make resittution spend 15 days in the county jail, pa
a fine of $300 and court costs. | :

Ricky Underwood, who pleaded guilty to a burglary |

and larceny charges, was given a suspended five year
prison sentence and placed on three years supervised
probation. He was ordered to pay a $500 fine, court costs
and. perform 30 days of public work for the county.

Rilly Hamblin, who pleaded guilty to possession of less
than an ounce of marijuana, was ordered to pay a fine of
$250 and court costs.

One Candidate
Qualifies In County

Only one candidate has qualified since Wednesday of
last week to run for a political office in Prentiss County:
There are now 55 candidates who have qualified to seek
election to various offices in the August primaries.

Leon Moss qualified ‘Tuesday afternoon for the
position of 5th district constable. He is the second can-
didate to qualify in that race.

June 3 is the last day to qualify for a political office.

Trial Continued

In Shooting Incident

The trial of a Booneville man who was charged with
shooting into an occupied dwelling in connection with the
Oct. 28, 1981, shooting into Seay’s Lounge in Guntown,
has been continued until the next term of Lee County
Circuit Court.

The motion to postpone the trial of Stanley Davis, 32, of
Booneville, was granted Monday by Circuit Judge
Thomas Gardner I11. The trial has been rescheduled for
May 31. o

Booneville attorney Joe Ray Langston asked for a
continuance contending he needed more time to prepare
a motion for a change of venue in the case. The motion
for a change of venue will probably be heard next week.

Bobby Alexander, 22, of Baldwyn, is scheduled to be
tried with Davis on the same charge.

After a four-day trial in September 1982 a Lee County
circuit court jury found Davis guilty of manslaughter in
connection with the shooting at Seay’s Lounge. Davis
was sentenced to serve 18 years in prison.

Police Seek Help
In Solving Break-In

Booneville Police Chief Bobby Lambert is asking that
anyone having information concerning the recent break-
in at Smith Drug Store call him at the Police Depart-
ment.

“All information will be kept confidential,”” Lambert
said.

Thus far no arrests have been made in the case.

A break-in occurred at the drug store Feb. 26. An
undisclosed quanity of drugs were taken.

Anonymous Letter Prompts Audit

Of Planning & Development District

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

An anonymous letter
containing pages from a
state audit conducted at the
Northeast Mississippi
Junior College in 1981
prompted a federal audit of
the Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District in Booneville, which
has uncovered some $54,514
that may have been misused
by the District, according to
officials of the Appalachian
Regional Commission.

As a result, ARC officals
plan to refer the audit to
Department of Justice of-
ficials in Washington for
possible criminal charges.

However, Kemit Jones of
Jones and Jones, CPA, of
Booneville, who maintains
the hbooks for the local
planning and development
district, said the problem is
mainly just a matter of
documenting the itéms in
question. He said the
district’s board of directors
are in the process of going
back through each of the
items questioned to provide
the documentation needed.

The Northeast Mississippi
Planning and Development
District is an agency that
provides planning
assistance to Prentiss,
Alcorn, Tippah, Benton,
Marshall, and Tishomingo
counties in  Northeast

Mississippi. It is one of
several such agencies in the
state.

M.T. Umamaheswaram,
program budget analyst for
the ARC, told The Banner-
Independent from his
Washington, D.C., office
Tuesday that the recent
audit of the NMPDD was
conducted as a result of the
anonymous letter containing
selected pages from a state
audit of the duplicating
department at Northeast
Junior College.
Umamaheswaram said the
ARC does not know who sent
the unsigned letter.

Although exact details of
the junior college audit are
not available, NMPDD

executive director Charlie
Spearman and James
Rhodes, head of the NEMJC
duplicating department,
reportedly repaid the junior
college some $4,850 out of
their own funds when state
auditors questioned some of
the expenditures,

“USUALLY OQUR grants
are audited each year”
Umamaheswaram said of
the ARC audit. ‘“Usually
what happens is that the
local district gets a local
auditor to do the audit and
send us a report. But on this
one occassion, since we had
the other information, we
wanted to make sure
everything was OK, so we

contracted with the auditors
here and we sent them
over.” :

The actual audit of the
Planning and Development
District was conducted by
the firm contracted by ARC.

However, Umamaheswa-
ram came to Booneville
himself to look at specific
accounts, and to look into the
possibility of a coverup by
state and local officials.

I was trying to collect as
much information as
possible,”” he said. ‘‘We were
trying to see if there was any
coverup or not. We didn’t get
any solid evidence that there
was a coverup.’”’ '

However, as a result of the

audit, the = ARC s
questioning some - of the
expenditures by the District
and have reportedly told
officials that no additional
ARC funds will be awarded
the district until the ARC is
certain its funds are
safeguarded.

THE FEDERAL auditors
apparently did find
questionable some $3,200
paid to the NEMJC
duplicating department.

“The district had a con-
tract with the Northeast
Mississippi Junior College
and we could not find enough
documentation to support

(See Audit, Page 2)

~ Asberry Windham

‘T’'ve Done Everything
Except Make Molasses’

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Asberry Windham of
Thrasher remembers when
the first school bus he drove
was a second hand Model T
truck with a plank body. The
school bus didn’t have a cab
ora heater, but it did have a
windshield.

Windham, who will
celebrate his 92nd birthday
Monday, March 7, drove a
school bus for 40 years, from
1923-1963, at West Side
(Booneville) School.

He, along with the late

Clint Walden and the late

Jesse Free, were the first
drivers to use buses instead
of wagons to bring school
children to and from West
Side School.

In 1942 Windham went to
Fort Valley, Ga., to pur-
chase a steel body from Blue
Bird Body Co. for his 1940
truck - the first schoeol bus
driver in Prentiss County to
do so.

The first year Windham
drove a school bus his route
went from Booneville to
Petty’s Crossing. For the
next 39 years his route went
from Booneville to Cross

Town (west of Thrasher).

For 35 years Windham had
a ‘‘shirt factory route’
where he ¢arried from six to
35 women from Rii zi and
Thrasher to work at the first
shirt factory in Booneville
located upstairs at the K.P.
Hall. In fact, he drove the
first woman to work who
worked at the factory.

' Since the women had to be

at work at 6:50 a.m., Win-
dham was in Rienzi at 6 a.m.
to begin his route. After
completing his route he
would drive up in front of
Estes Cafe (located where
the Bank of Mississippi is
now) to let the women out.
“Then I'd wait 30 minutes
and go on my school route.
I'd get back at 9 a.m. and
loaf all day” he grinned.

Since the bus didn’t have a
heater, the women often
would wrap up warm bricks,
place them oni the bus floor
and put their feet on the
bricks while ‘I just sat up
there and froze to death” he
recalled.

On several occasions he
drove school bus routes for
Wheeler and Thrasher in the
summer since Booneville
didn’t have summer school

then.

If any of the school
children misbehaved on his
bus, Windham left
disciplinary action to the
principal. But most of the
time ‘“When I told the
children to' sit down you
could hear a pin drop. That’s
why I stayed on 40 years.”

In addition to driving a
school bus, Windham has
farmed, built roads and
worked at his father’s
sawmill. “T’ve done about
everything except make
molasses,”” he teases.
“Uncle John Windham
made molasses all his life
and I didn’t want to bother
what he did.”

His father, W.W. Win-
dham, built roads in
‘Prentiss County which gave
Windham the opportunity to
operate the first road
machine (grader) the
county purchased.

Windham used to possum
hunt, racoon hunt and fox
hunt. It was always a
pleasure for him to hear the
dogs “run.” “‘One time when
the dogs were out making a
run I asked a man with me,

(See Asherry, Page 3)

Asberry Windham
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In Win-Way Case

City To Appoint Special Prosecute

Meeting in closed session
Tuesday night, the
Booneville Board of Mayor
and -Aldermen voted to
authorize city attorney
Eugene Gifford to secure the
services 'of a special
prosecutor to make ad-
ditional investigations into
the alleged theft of mer-
chandise by city policemen
from a downtown variety
store in November 1979,

After more than a year of
investigations and delays,
the case involving three
Booneville police officers
and one former officer was

presented to the February

term of the Prentiss County
Grand Jury.

The four men were ac-
cused of entering the Win-
Way store in downtown
Booneville after they found
it unlocked one night in 1979,

Two of the men, both
white, reportedly admitted
to another officer in 1981 that
they had taken some items
from the store while waiting

_for the owner to arrive. They

named the other two of-
ficers, both black, as ac-
complices. As of this time,
no action has been taken
against any of the men.

In their report on Feb. 14,
‘the Grand Jury concluded

that the evidence in the case
did not warrant indictments
on felony charges, but or-
dered the evidence turned
over to the city prosecutor
for consideration of possible
misdemeanor charges.
Following routine
business Tuesday night
during the regular monthly
meeting of the board of
aldermen, the board ad-
journed to executive session

to discuss
problems.”

‘‘personnel

In a prepared statement
Wednesday morning, the
board stated that the Grand
Jury report was reviewed
during that meeting and that
the board voted
unanimously to hire a
special prosecutor.

No additional information
was given by the board.

However, Mayor Charles
Crabb acknowledged that
during the same meeting a

city police officer was given
a one-week suspension from
duty for ‘‘behavior un-

becoming an officer.”” The
name of that officer and his
offense were not released,

but the incident is not
believed to be connected
with the Win-Way incident.

School Bond Election Set For March 26

The Booneville Municipal
Separate School District is
planning to try again to pass
a school bond issue in order
to build a new high school for
the city.

The election is set for
Saturday, March 26. An
earlier attempt on Dec. 7 of
last year failed by only 124

votes.

Construction and
renovation plans for the
school district have changed
very little since the first
school bond election.
However, because of
education reforms passed by
the state Legislature in
special session late last

year, there have been some
additions to the plan which
will increase the bond issue
from $2,035,000 to $2,200,000.

The special session of the
Legislature mandated
public kindergartens. So, the
construction and renovation
plan for the city school
district now includes the

addition of four kin-
dergarten classrooms at the

middle school site, ac-
cording to schools
superintendent Robert
Griffin.

As in the first election, the
district’s plans call for a new
high school to be constructed
at the present middle school

site. The middle school it-
self, as well as Anderson
Junior High, would receive
extensive renovations.

The Schools Facility
Advisory Study Committee
which worked with the
school board in developing
the construction and
renovation plan, will hold a

series of meetings prior to
the election on March 26 to
explain - the project to the
community and to answer
any questions, ;

The first such meeting will
be held at 7 p.m. tonight at
Booneville High School,
according to a spokesman
for the committee.







