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Prisoner Sets Fire,

Then Floods Cell

A Jumpertown man who was arrested Saturday night
at the Baldwyn gym on charges of public drunkenness
and resisting arrest, has been charged with attempted
arson after he allegedly set themattress and bedding on
fire in his cell at the Prentiss County jail, according to
Prentiss County Sheriff John McCauley.

According to McCauley, Leland Ashcraft, 41, tore up a
mattress and then set it on fire. After the mattress and
bedding were removed from his cell Ashcraft then
reached through the bars into another cell and got
another sheet and set it on fire, McCauley said.

Then the prisoner apparently stopped up the drains,
turned on the water and flooded the entire cell area,
McCauley said. An employee from the city water
department had to be called in to cut off the water.

hours to be swept out.
Six prisoners who were in jail at the time were moved
to the fenced in area of the jail known as the bullpen.,
Asheraft’s bond was set at $5,000 for the arson, and
$250 for public drunkenness and resisting arrest. He was
released from jail Tuesday night.

Two Candidates
Added To List

Only two candidates have qualified since Wednesday
of last week to run for political offices in Prentiss
County. There are now 54 candidates who have qualified
to seek election to various offices in the August
primaries. :

James N. Godwin is the fifth candidate to qualify for
the position of Justice Court Judge North,

R. Michael Bolen has qualified to run as Justice Court
Judge South. He is the seventh candidate in that race.

Lloyd Elliott has qualified to run as 4th district con-
stable instead of 5th district constable as was incorrectly
reported last week,

Burglars Hit Local
Drug Store Saturday

For the second time in less than a year, a quantity of
narcotics has been stolen from Smith Drug Store at 204
N. First St. The second break-in occurred Saturday night
or early Sunday morning.

Burglars apparently first broke into Christian Florist,
located next door to thé drug store, in an unsuccessful
attempt to gain entry into the drug store. Nothing was
reported stolen from Christian Florist.

Entry to the drug store was gained after thieves forced
a lock off the back door. Although the burglar alarm was
set off, the burglars were still able to obtain a ““quantity”’
of narcotics, according to Ben Taylor Smith, owner of
the drug store.

No arrests had been made in the case as of Monday,
according to Booneville Police Chief Bobby Lambert.
The Booneville Police Department and the State Nar-
cotics Agency are investigating the break-in.

The drug store was also broken into last May, but the
stolen narcotics were recovered at that time.

Shelter Planned
On Natchez Trace

The National Park Service in Washington has ap-
proved construction of an exhibit shelter on the Natchez
Trace Parkway in Prentiss County.

Sen. Thad Cochran said this week that the Park Ser-
vice has approved construction of the Pharr Mounds
exhibit shelter and has awarded construction of the
facility to Hays Construction Ine. of Tupelo. The con-
tract award is for $117,275. o

The shelter will be complete with restroom facilities
and will be landscaped in keeping with the nature theme
of the Trace, a spokesman for Cochran’s office said.

Box Seats To Be Sold
For New Stadium

A drive is now underway in Booneville to obtain
pledges toward the construction of a football stadium
and track in the Booneville City Park.

Construction began this fall on the facility which is
being located on property purchased by the city a few
years ago. It is located west of and behind the Kellwood
plant on Third Street.

The first phase of securing pledges will be from the
sale of box seats at $500 each, according to Doug Man-
sell,
Development Association.

“These seats can be obtained for a 10-year period,”
Mansell said. At the end of the 10 years, the owner of the
box seat may renew the lease, he said.

R.G. Houston, Booneville alderman and park com-
missioner, has pledged an all out effort to have the
proposed stadium ready for use this fall, Mansell said.

Several local businesses and the Prentiss County
Development Association will be assisting Houston
during the planning and construction of the stadium.

For more information about the project, contact
Alderman Houston or the PCDA at 728-3505.

Water was ankle deep in the jail and took almost two

executive director of  the Prentiss County -

Tentative Approval Given Hospital’s

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The Mississippi Health
Care Commission has
granted tentative approval
of a multi-million dollar
expansion and renovation

project for Baptist
Memorial Hospital in
-Booneyville,

Booneville hospital ad-
ministrator John Tompkins
said Tuesday that the

Commission granted the
“intent to approve’ at their
meeting last Thursday.
There will be an automatic
30-day waiting period, to
allow for any requests for
reconsideration by the
board. If no such requests
are forthcoming, final ap-
proval is expected at the end
of the 30 days, and the
hospital can go ahead with
the project. :
“We anticipate starting

Expansion-Renova

some of the renovation in
June,” Tompkins said.
Completion of the project is
expected to take 2% to 3
years,

The certificate of need
approved by the Health Care
Commission last week
varies somewhat from the
plan which Baptist officials
submitted to the Com-
mission on Dec. 1. But
Tompkins indicated he is
well pleased with the final

PULMONARY FUNCTION TESTING -- Dr. David Chase (back) and technician Barry
Yarber use Baptist Memorial Hospital’s new computerized pulmonary function laboratory
with a patient Tuesday afternoon. This equipment is part of $70-75,000 worth of equipment
recently installed at the hospital. ;

Citizens Show Support For Jumpertown Principal

An  estimated 50-60
Jumpertown residents met
with the Prentiss County
Board of Education Monday
night in “‘a show of support
for the way our school has
improved in the last few
years and our desire to see it
continue to improve,”’ as one
member of the group
described it.

The action of the Jum-

pertown citizens came as a
result of the coumty school
board’s decision last week
not to renew the contract of
Jumpertown principal Jerry
Kuykendall. Although
Superintedent of Education
Lex Cain recommended to
the board that Kuykendall
be rehired, the board did not
take any action.

Kuykendall told The

Eight Sentenced

Four of the eight men who
have been sentenced on
criminal charges in Prentiss
County Circuit Court this
month received prison
sentences.

Jeffy Lee ‘‘Humpey’’
Fryar, 38, of Booneville, who
pleaded guilty to a grand

larceny charge, was sen-
tenced to serve five years in
prison.

Jeffrey Allen Williams, 20,
who pleaded guilty to a
charge of grand larceny,
was sentenced to a term of
five years in prison with two
years suspended. He was

Banner-Independent last
week that he plans a lawsuit
against the school system as
a result of the board's
failure to issue him a con-
fract. He says the school
board did not renew his
contract because of political
pressure from the local
Jumpertown board of
trustees, an act which he
says is illegal since the

ordered to make restitution
in the amount of $550.
David Bud Young, who
pleaded guilty to a burglary
and larceny charge, was
sentenced to serve seven
years in prison with three
years suspended. He was
ordered to make restitution

tion Project

plan. .

The final plan agreed upon
by Baptist Memorial and the
Health Care Commission is
basically a combination of
two plans developed earlier
by Baptist officials.

The plan first announced
by Baptist shortly after they
leased the Booneville
hospital last year called for
the demolition of A and B
wings, with a new two-story
structure to be built on the

One Arrested

B-wing site.

After further studies, this
plan was revised. The plan
submitted to the Health Care
Commission in December
called for A-wing to be
demolised, but B-wing was
to remain. A new two-floor
23,000 sq. ft. addition was to
be constructed in front of the
hospital -- between the
hospital and U.S. 45.

The plan tentatively ap-
proved by the Health Care

Commission last week goes
back to the original plan in
that it calls for the
demolition of both A and B
wings. But, instead of
building the new addition on
the old B-wing site, it will be
constructed between the
hospital and U.S. 45, as
detailed in the hospital’s
second plan., Instead of a
two-floor structure,

(See Hospital, Page 2)

Local Officers Discover

Chop-Shop Near J’'town

A Prentiss County man
has been arrested and
charged with mutilating
motor vehicle identification
numbers after Prentiss
County law officers found a
*‘chop shop’’ located on
Eaton Road about 21 miles
north of Jumpertown.

Steve Berryhill, 18, of
Route 3, Rienzi, was
arrested Friday of last week
on the charges.

Prentiss County Deputies
Charles Duncan and John
Moore found the chop shop
Wednesday night of last
week (Feb. 16) at the
residence of the late Roy
Lancaster near Johnny
Johnson’s Furniture. The
deputies were searching for
a car that had been stolen
during a ballgame at the
Jumpertown gym when they

trustees by law have only
custodial powers over the
buildings and grounds.

In his four years on the
job, the Jumpertown
principal has had previous
run-ins with the trustees
because, he says, they
wanted to- make the
decisions as to who should be
hired and fired at the school.

Although the board of

in the amount of $540.00.
Joseph Shields Jr., who

pleaded guilty to three
charges of uttering a forged
instrument, was given an 18
month prison sentence.
Steve Berryhill, 18, of
Route 3, Rienzi, who pleaded
guilty to a grand larceny

Union Organizers Lose Appeal

Two union organizers who
were arrested last July on
charges of obstructing
traffic and disorderly
conduct while they were
handing out literature to
employees at Schweiger
Industries have been found

guilty of obstructing traffic

but innocent of disorderiy

conduct after appealing
their case from city court to
county court.

A jury of eight men and
four women deliberated
about two hours Tuesday

State Tournament:

Booneville Girls Lose Opening Bid

By CLIFF LONG
Sports Writer

The Wednesday morning
freeze chilled Booneville’s
Lady Devils in the opening
round of the Girls State
Tournament.. The inability

' 'to get the crucial shots to

drop proved instrumental in
the 39-34 setback to Madison-
Ridgeland.

After leading early, the
Lady Devils found them-
selves shooting a paltry 10-21
from the free throw stripe,
At the same time, Booneville
battled a second half
shooting slump that saw the
Lady Devils go almost eight
minutes without a single
point.

At the same time,
Madison-Ridgeland proved

night before returning the
verdict.

The two men, Michael
James Walsh and Robert
Earl Beck, were sentenced
Wednesday ' morning by
Circuit Judge Neal Biggers
to pay a fine of $300 and

awesome from the charity
stripe, canning 17 in a row,
to- keep Booneville from
regaining the lead. ‘“That
was the story; we got beat at
the line,”” admitted a
disappointed, but not
discouraged Lady Devil

~mentor, Mickey Wood.

DESPITE their offensive
adversity, the scrappy

court costs.

The attorney for the two .

men, Charles Brett of
Tupelo, said the case would
be appealed. Prosecuting
attorneys were Eugene

(See Union, Page 2)

Booneville ladies managed
torally midway in the fourth
quarter. Trailing 29-21,
Booneville used their full-
court press to pull within 29-
25, with the ball, before
Madison-Ridgeland’s torrid

foul shooting kept the Lady

Devils at bay.
The enthusiastic crowd of
1,000 for the opening session,

(See State, Page 11)

found the chop shop, ac-
cording to Duncan.

Two stolen pickups and a
Ford pickup bed were found
chopped up in a shed behind
the house, woods and
pasture, according to Bob
Glover, 3rd district con-
stable, who is assisting in
the investigation.

One of the pickups, a 1979
Ford, was stolen from Brad
Barnett of Tupelo on Feb. 14,
Glover said. Another truck,
a 1978 Ford with a camper,
was stolen from Charles G.
Stansbury of Millington,
Tenn., on Feb. 7. The cab on
the 1978 pickup”had been
burned. This probably
happened while the truck
was being cut-up, Glover
said. Officers did not find the
cab of the 1979 pickup.

A 1982 Ford pickup bed

education made no promises
to the citizen’s group which
met with them Monday
night, a meeting has been
set for tonight between
Kuykendall and the Jum-
pertown-area board
representative, Bill Wim-
berly, to discuss the issues.

Herschel Jumper, an
unofficial spokesman for the
citizens who met with the

Prentiss County Circuit

charge, was given a
suspended five-year prison
sentence and placed on three
years probation. He was
ordered to pay a $500 fine,
court costs and make $126.86
in restitution, and serve 45

was also found. Thus far it
has not been determined if it
was stolen, Glover said.

Officers found a motor
vehicle ‘identification
number on one of the trucks
and the truck tag from the
vehicle was found buried in
the woods. One of the motor
vehicle identification
numbers had also been left
on the second truck, ac-
cording to Glover.

Berryhill will also face
charges in Lee County and
Shelby County in connection
with the incident, Glover
said.

A date for a preliminary
hearing has not been set yet.
Berryhill is currenntly
serving 45 days in the county
jail stemming from a grand
larceny charge.

More arrests are pending.

school board Monday night,
said their decision to to meet
with the school board was a
spur of the moment thing to
“Jet it be known that there
are other people in the
community that have an
interest in our school.”
“We're not particularly
fighting for anyone or

(See Citizens, Page'9)

Court

days in the county jail.
Eddie Storey, 18, and John
Lee, 20, both of Rienzi, who
both pleaded guilty to a
charge - of grand larceny,

(See Court, Page 3)

Separate Incidents

charged with arson.

Marshal Mike Ivy. :

Restuarant.

Luaderdale.

Local Man Charged
In Arson, Shooting

A Prentiss County man has been charged with arson
after a vacant frame house owned by Bethel Hurd was
totally destroyed by fire Thursday night of last week.

Sammie H. Michael, 34, of Route 3, Rienzi, was
arrested Monday night by Prentiss County Deputies and

Michael has been charged with arson because there
are allegedly witnesses to the incident, according to
Leon Lauderdale, 1st district court judge.

The fire is being investigated by State Deputy Fire

The Rienzi Fire Department and Booneville fireman
Jerry Wallace responded to the fire which occured
around 10:30 p.m. The house was located near the Oasis

In a separate incident, Michael is also charged with
attempted murder, disturbing the peace, trespassing
and destroying private property, according to

. These charges are in connection with a shooting that
occurred at J.B. Baker's residence late Saturday night,
Lauderdale said. Baker was not hurt in the incident.

Bond for those charges has been set at $50,0600. A bond
for the arson charge had not been set as of presstime.







