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School Board Seat
Is Still Vacant

Although the Prentiss County School Board met
Monday night, no one was selected to fill the vacancy on
the school board left by the resignation of Edwin Brown,
according to Prentiss County = Superintendent of
Education Lex Cain, because one of the school board
members, Larry Cosby, was absent from the meeting.

“We will meet again Monday night, but I don’t know if
anyone will be selected then,” Cain said. The board has
60 days to appoint a new member, he said.

Brown resigned last Monday because he felt the move
was in the best interest of the board since his brother,
Johnny Browne, is running against incumbent Lex Cain.

The new school board member appointed will serve
the rest of this year. An election will be held in
November. The winner will have a one year term and
then have to run for the regular term in November 1984,
Cain said. 2

Other members of the school board are Harold ‘‘Pete”
Woodruff, Billy Wimberly and Joe Vernon Johnson.

Jumpertown Officials
Discuss Hiring Marshal

The hiring of a new town marshal was discussed at the
‘meeting of the Jumpertown Mayor and board of
aldermen Monday night, but ne action was taken on the
matter because one of the aldermen was unable to attend
the meeting, Jumpertown Mayor C.D. Windham said.

“We wanted all the aldermen to be present before any
action was taken,” Mayor Windham said. Alderman J.C.
Young was unable to attend the meeting due to a death in
the family, Windham said.

Mayor Windham said the board is reviewing about six
applications for the job of town marshal. Due to the
city’s budget, the job may possibly be only a part-time
job. However, this has not been fully determined yet,
Windham said.

The town marshal’s post was vacated last week by
John Moeore who resigned to assume duties as a Prentiss
County Deputy.

The ‘board’s next scheduled meeting will be the
regular monthly meeting on March 1.

52 Candidates Have
Qualified For Office

Four candidates have gualified to run for various
political offices in Prentiss County since Wednesday of
last week. Two earlier candidates have now withdrawn,
leaving 52 candidates who have qualified to seek election
to various offices in the August primaries. ;

Charles L. Childers has qualified to run for Justice
Court Judge South. He is the seventh candidate in that
race.

Willie Wright Friar has qualified to run as 1st district
constable. He is the fifth candidate in that race.

Jerry C. “Bud” Michael is the second man who has
qualified to run as 2nd district constable, :

Lloyd Elliott has qualified to run as 5th district con-

- stable. There are now five candidates in that race.
William G. (Bill) Harris has officially withdrawn
from the sheriff’s race. There are eight candidates in
that race now.
Lealon George has officially withdrawn from the
Justice Court Judge North race, leaving four candidates
in that race.

Four Plead Guilty
In Circuit Court

Four men pleaded guilty to criminal charges during
the first two days of Prentiss County Circuit Court this
week.

James McGee, 23, of North Lake Street, pleaded guilty
to a charge of attempted uttering of a forged instrument.

Jeffery Allen Williams pleaded guilty to a charge of
grand larceny.

Steve Foster, 23, of Booneville, pleaded guilty to a
charge of grand larceny.

Jeffie Lee “‘Humpy” Fryar, 38, of Booneville pleaded
guilty to three charges of grand larceny.

Sentencing is tentatively scheduled for Friday.

Health Department

To Charge For Services

The Prentiss County Health Department will begin
charging fees for most services beginning April 15,
according to Mrs. Genevieve Young, office manager.

However, there will be no charges for tests for
venereal disease, TB and immunizations, she said.

The health departments in all the counties must begin
charging for most services because of decreased fun-
ding, Mrs. Young said.

The fees will be based on a sliding scale with the
amount charged based upon income and ability to pay,
she said.

““This is not new in the program,’”’ Mrs. Young added.
“We have been charging for family planning services for
three years now and we have had no problem.” -

School Board Doesn’t Renew Contract,

Jumpertown Principal Plans To Sue

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

The principal of Jum-
pertown school said Tuesday
that he plans to bring a
lawsuit against the Prentiss

- County scheol system as a

result of action taken -- or,
rather, not taken -- by the
county school board Monday
night.

Despite a recommenda-
tion from county superinten-
dent of education Lex Cain,
the school board did not vote

to renew Jerry Kuykendall’s
contract as principal at
Jumpertown for the 1983-84
school year.

Supt. Cain said Tuesday
that he recommended to the
board that contracts be
renewed for all principals of
the county school system.
However, when Kuyken-
dall’s contract came up for
renewal, it died for lack of a
motion.

None of the three hboard
members present at the
meeting — Bill Wimberly,

Harold ‘“‘Pete” Woodruff, or
Joe Vernon Johnson -- would
make the motion that
Kuykendall’s contract be
renewed.

Normally the board
consists of five members,
but Edwin Brown resigned
from the board last week
after his brother announced
his candidacy for the
position of superintendent of
education, and ' board
member Larry Cosby was
absent from Monday’s
meeting,

THINGS TO COME -- Warm, spring-like weather during the past week has started the
buttercups to blooming, a sign of things to come when spring officially arrives. Kim Yates,
15-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C.G. Yates of Jumpertown, takes a moment to enjoy
the signs of the coming season. Kim is in the 10th grade at Jumpertown school, where she is
on the cheerleader’s squad. (Photo by Tim Rowland)

If the board does not
renew his contract,
Kuykendall will effectively
be dismissed from the
Prentiss County school
system at the end of the
current school term.

KUYKENDALL _ said
Tuesday night that he feels
political pressure was

brought to bear against the
school board to prevent
them from retaining him as
principal. -

“We have a case where

the county board is being
unduly influenced by a
group of local attendance
center trustees, which is an
illegal situation in any
school system,”’ Kuykendall
said.

Each school in the county
has a group of local trustees
who make recom-
mendations to the county
school board about matters
pertaining to their school.
However, according to
Kuykendall, these trustees
have limited authority.

No Indictments Returned

“The : only reference to
trustees is in the 1953
Mississippi school codes
which say ‘the schools shall
be in the custody (of the
trustees),””’ he said. ‘“The
attorney general’s office
says that they are granted
only custodial authority and
shall not be delegated any
other authority.”

In his four years as
principal at Jumpertown,
Kuykendall has been at odds

(See Principal, Page 12)

Grand Jury Hears
Win-Way Case

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

More than a year after the
investigation began, the
District Attorney’s office

has finally presented to the:

Prentiss County Grand Jury
a case involving Booneville
police officers alleged to
have  illegally  taken
propecty from a variety
store in ' downiown
Booneville, '
However, the Grand Jury
has concluded that the
evidence does not warrant
indictments on felony
charges and has ordered
that the evidence be turned
over to the city prosecutor

for consideration of possible
misdemeanor charges.

In the grand jury’s final
report, filed in Circuit Court
Monday, Feb. 14, the jury
reported that it had
examined witnesses and
considered other evidence
provided - by the - District
Attorney’s - office and the
Mississippi Department of
Public Safety concerning the
alleged ftheft of property
from the Win-Way store in
Booneville during the month
of November 1979.

“It is our finding that the
evidence presented does not
warrant indictments on
felony charges,” the report
states.

~ “We do feel, however,”
the report continues, ‘“‘that
this evidence does warrant
further consideration by
authorities of the City of
Booneville on possible
misdemeanor charges, and
we direct that the District
Attorney provide all
evidence and other in-
formation concerning this
matter to the prosecuting
attorney of the City of
Booneville. We recommend
that such action be taken as
may be warranted.”

The case was first brought
to the attention of in-
vestigators late in 1981 when

(See Grand Jury, Page 3)

Cable TV Officials Meet
With Area Mayors

By ED WOODWARD
Contributor

Officials from Heritage
Communications’ - home
office in Des Moines, Iowa,
met for more than two hours
Tuesday with mayors and
attorneys from Booneville,
Baldwyn, Guntown and
Saltillo in an attempt to
work out solutions to
complaints voiced by the
mayors and others in the
communities involved.

By the conclusion of the

meeting, Heritage had
agreed to ftry to correct
some of the problems voiced
by the mayors and also to
meet with the city attorneys
to negotiate mutually equal
contracts governing cable
service.

Booneville Mayor Charles
Crabb served as chairman
of the mayors and in-
troduced all those present.

James C. Cownie,
president of Heritage’s
Telecommunication Group,
began the meeting.

“We are prepared to talk
about anything you want to
talk about,” he said. “We
think we have made a great
improvement in providing
quality  reception  to
customers in the area. But
we think probably there are
some issues that need to be
discussed and, hopefully,
resolved.”

Kevin L. Rice, vice-
president of operations,
Heritage . Telecom-

(See Cable TV, Page 2)

Jumpertown, Thrasher

Prentiss County cagers
proved to be conspicious i
this year’s district tour-
naments. Of the four
classifications, Prentiss
County had a pair of
champions, the Jumpertown
Cardinals in I-B and the
Thrasher Rebels in I-BB.

If that were not im-
pressive  enough, the
Booneville Blue Devils came
within a heartbeat of
making it three of four title
holders. The Blue Devils
were stopped in the I-A
finals at Northeast Junior
College by Houston in a six-
point decision.

On the girls’ side, Prentiss
County could not come up
with a winner in the finals.
But, the Booneville Lady

Thrasher’s Bill Windham

Devils reached the finals in

the I-A action before losing.

to Kossuth.

Since the decade began,
the Devilettes have taken
two titles and finished as
runners-up in three ap-
pearances.

Jumpertown, the tour-
nainent favorite in I-B,
turned out to be the only top-
seeded team in the district to
win their class. Corinth in I-
AA, Alcorn Central in I-A,
and Belmont in I-BB, were
defeated in their bids to
attain the titles they were
predicted to win.

The Cardinals dumped
Smithville, Tremont, and
Hamilton on their way to the
titte. While the first two
verdicts proved successful

Are District Champs

with minor difficulties, the

Cardinals needed an
overtime to dispatch
Hamilton, 69-61, in the
finale.

In I-BB action, the

Thrasher Rebels used the
overtime route to take their
title. In a double overtime
war, the Rebels stopped
Okolona in an 82-78 shootout.
The tournament finale saw
Thrasher topple Bigge-
rsville, 66-61, in overtime.

Jumpertown and
Thrasher, by virtue of their
wins, will host their opening
game in the North Half this
week. If successful in their
initial venture, they will
move to Baldwyn and East

(See District, Page 12)

e

Jumpertown’s Billy Prentiss







