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Brinkley Murder Case

Is Retired To Files

The murder case of Harold Lloyd Brinkley of
Booneville has been retired to the files, according to
records in the Prentiss County Circuit Clerk’s office.

The record stated that “‘the court finds after con-
sidering the matter that this cause should be retired to
the files.” The ruling was signed by Circuit Court Judge
‘Thomas Gardner III. No reason was given as to why the
murder case was retired to the files.

Brinkley was indicted in October 1981 on a murder
charge in connection with the Nov. 10, 1980 shooting of
his wife, Margaret. She died at her home on Highway 4
West, just inside the Booneville City limits after she was
shot twice, once in the stomach and once in the chest,
with a .38 caliber pistol.

Brinkley's trial was postponed three times before
being retired to the files.

Five PCDA Directors
Re-Elected To Posts

Five members of the Prentiss County Development
Association’s board of directors were re-elected to three-
year terms at the annual membership banquet last
Thursday night at Northeast Mississippi Junior College.

Elected to serve additional terms were Charles
Garner, Dalton Garner, John Haynes, Bill Murphy, and
Melvin Putt.

Former Booneville insurance agent Pat Nunnelee was
the guest speaker at the membership banquet.

Three More Qualify
To Seek Office

Only three candidates have qualified to run for various
political offices since Wednesday of last week. There are
now 47 candidates who have qualified to seek election to
various offices in the August Primaries.

Johnny W. Browne is the first candidate who has
qualified to run for the position of County Superintendent
of Education.

Travis Brasel is the second man who has qualified to
run as 1st district supervisor. He is challenging in-
cumbent Larry Barron.

Samuel Bridges is seeking re-election as 4th district
constable. He is the fourth candidate to qualify in that
race.

Sales Tax Collections

Increase In December

Sales tax collections reported to the State Tax Com-
mission in December by merchants in the city of
Booneville showed an increase of approximately 3.4
percent over the same period the previous year.
Booneville reported collections of $46,594.24 for
December 1982, an increase of $1,551.20 over the
December 1981 figure of $45,043.04.

December 1982 collections for other area cities, with
December 1981 figures in paranthesis, include:

Baldwyn $20,068.64 ($19,428.44); Burnsville $4,059.00
($4,075); Corinth $127,955.08 ($112,940.08); Fulton
$28,940.87 ($29,778.24); Holly Springs $40,944.17
($41,412.90) ; Houston $32,063.78 ($27,749.29) ;

Iuka $27,838.94 ($28,368.23); New Albany $56,457.00
($56,277.80) ; Oxford $92,919.15 ($90,858.42); Pontotoc
$41,499.41 ($39,230.93); Ripley $40,099.45 ($37,423.87);
Senatobia $45,899.07 ($39,048.17); Tupelo $333,826.73
($314,591.28); and Walnut $6,022.00 ($6,050.00).

re-election to the post.

Prentiss County Polities

Sheriff Fires Deputies Seeking Office

43 Cases On Docket

The February term of
Prentiss County Circuit
Court will be different this
year as compared to other
court terms — there will be
two weeks of criminal court.
Some 43 cases are scheduled
to be heard.

There is only one civil case
scheduled on the court
docket. It will be heard

Tuesday, Feb. 15.

Some 13 criminal cases
are scheduled to be heard
during the first week of
court, Feb. 15-18, with
Circuit Court Judge Fred
Wicker presiding. There are
30 cases scheduled to be
heard the second week, Feb.
21-Feb. 24, with Judge Neal
Biggers presiding.
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UNEMPLOYED — Former Prentiss County Deputies Hubert Kitchens (left) and Joe
Shackelford this week joined the ranks of the 12.5 percent of Prentiss County’s work force
who are unemployed. The two veteran law officers are shown signing up Wednesday
morning at the Booneville Community Center to collect their unemployment insurance.
Kitchens and Shackelford were fired by Sheriff John McCauley Monday as a result of their
plans to seek election to the Sheriff’s post in the August primaries. McCauley is also seeking

Many of the cases have
been held over from
previous court terms.
Sentencing is scheduled for
Friday, Feb. 25.

The following cases are
scheduled to be heard:

Tuesday, Feb. 15

Jeffrey Lee ‘‘Humpy’’
Fryer, 38, and Steve Foster,
23, both of Booneville, face

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

Two Prentiss
Deputies, Hubert Kitchens

and Joe Shackelford, were °

fired Monday by Prentiss
County  Sheriff John
McCauley after they were
given the choice of resigning
or being fired at the end of
January because of their
candidacy for sheriff.

As of presstime,
Shackelford had not yet
publicly qualified for sheriff.
Kitchens and McCauley both
gualified Jan. 3.

On Jan. 3 Sheriff
McCauley told The Banner-
Independent that any of his
deputies who qualified to run
for sheriff could continue to
work at the sheriff’s office
as long as their campaign
did not interfere with their
jobs.

However, several days
after making the statement
to the newspaper, the sheriff
changed his mind.

County.

“I thought it was in the
best interest of the county
and law enforcement in the
sheriff’s department to fire
them,” McCauley said
Monday.

“My decision was based
on public opinion,” he said.
“After talking to a lot of
people and an attorney, I

SHERIFF McCAULEY

came to the conclusion there
was no way the deputies
could make a campaign
without' using county time
and county gasoline and
work as a deputy sheriff.”
“In fact,” McCauley said,
“one other candidate for
sheriff was threatening to
file a discrimination suit
because the deputies were
running. That candidate had
already asked me for a key
to the county gas pump.”
“People thought it looked
bad that over half of the
department was running
and that the deputies had the
advantage of traveling the
county at county expense in
a campaign while the other

candidates for sheriff
didn’t,” he said. :
McCauley said that

although Shackelford had
not publicly announced his
candidacy for sheriff that he
was ‘‘running the same as
Hubert. He didn’t deny it

(See Deputies, Page 2)

Thursday Night Shooting

A Booneville man has
been charged with two
countsaf aggravated assault
after i allegedly fired a
shotgur, at  three
wounding two of them,
Thursday night of last week,
‘according to Booneville
Police Chief Bobby Lam-
bert.

Shelton Ray Godsey, 44, of
Route 7, Booneville, was
charged with two counts of
aggravated assault after he
was arrested Friday mor-
ning of last week on Hwy. 4
east of Booneville near Bay
Springs by Lambert and

men,

trial on a grand larceny
charge in connection with
the May 1982 theft of a lawn
trimmer belonging to Ralph
R. Smith.

Alvin Junior Nichols, 33, of
Route 2, Baldwyn, faces
trial on a charge of man-
slaughter and aggravated
assault. James Leach, 20,
died from head injuries he

Prentiss County Deputy
Hubert Kitchens.

The shooting occurred at
the residence of Grady
Allday of Forest Lee Duive
in Booneville, officers said.

Godsey drove up to
Allday’s residence and was
about 25 feet from the three
men when he aliegedly fired
at them using a 12 gauge
sawed-off shotgun, Lambert
said.

Allday, 42, was struck in
the chest and arm, Lam-
bert said. Allday has been
released from the hospital,

received when a car driven
by Nichols ran over him as
he walked along the
shoulder of the road.
Leach’s companion, Ricky
Chandler, 18, also received
injuries from the accident
which occurred on Airport
Road on Aug. 6, 1982, ac-
cording to officers.
Wednesday, Feb. 16

jures Two Local Men

Lambert said. Another man,
whose name was not
released, was struck in the
foot. Shots were fired at a
third man as he ran toward
tae Liouse, Lambert said. He
was uninjured but the fop
half of the storm door was
shot out, Lambert said.

Lambert said the motive
of the shooting was “related
to family problems. God-
sey’s daughter was married
to Allday’s stepson.”

Godsey remained in the
city jail on $25,000 bond as of
Tuesday. '

Circuit Court To Last For Two Weeks In February

Jerry Morrison, 25, of 710
E. Fifth St., Corinth, and
David Patterson will face
trial on a charge of grand
larceny in connection with
the theft of two cameras
from Wal-Mart in May 1982.

James McGee, 23, of
North Lake Street,

(See Court, Page 10)

Will Remain As Athletic Director

‘Imade up my mind in the 11th grade that
I wanted to do this (coach), and it’s all

I’ve ever done.’

-- Coach Ward

By CLIFF LONG
Sports Writer

AFTER THREE DECADES of
coaching, Bill Ward is stepping
down as head football coach of
the Northeast Junior College
Tigers. Northeast President

" Harold T. White announced this
week that Ward's retirement
from coaching will enable him to
assume the the full-time
responsibilities of athletic
director, a position which he has
held in conjunction with his
coaching duties since 1973. He
will also assist in the Student
Activities program,.

Ward was successful
throughout 30 years of high
school and junior college
coaching, In 14 years of coaching
at Booneville, New Albany, and

Houston High Schools, he
achieved a combined record of
95-39-4, outstanding at the high
school level. Incidentally, he
never had a season below a 6-4
record.

This record includes two un-
defeated seasons at New Albany
and 23 staight wins without a loss.
He also led New Albany to two
Little 10 Conference cham-
pionships and coached in the 1964
All-star game.

In his last year of high school
coaching, Ward's Houston team
won the Lion’s bowl at Delta
State,

Ward left Houston in 1968 to
take the position at Northeast
when football was reactivated
there.

(See Coach Ward, Page 2)

Coach Bill Ward
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NEMJC’s Bill Ward Steps Down As Head Coach

‘’ll always have alump in my throat
when | watch the Northeast Tigers.’
--Mary Anne Ward
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His wife, Mary Anne

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

“WE INTERRUPT this
marriage to bring you the foot-
ball season’’ are words inscribed
on a plaque in Mary Anne Ward'’s
home in Foster Park.

The plaque, a gift from her
brother-in-law Milton Ward, is an
apt description of her marriage
of 31 years to Coach Bill Ward
who is retiring after coaching
football for 30 years.

Being known as the ‘‘coach’s
wife” doesn’'t bother the fifth
grade teacher at Thrasher
School. It’s a title that holds
many happy memories for her.

“I can’t say I stumbled
unaware into being a coach’s
wife,”” Mary Anne says. “He
knew ever since he was in high

school he was going to be a
coach.”

She, too, has a background in
football. She was a cheerleader
for four years at Booneville High
School. It was during that time
the couple began dating.

“I was a cheerleader when it
wasn’t glamorous like today. We
really felt like a member of the
football team. We had so much
loyalty. We lived vicariously
through Coach Pascal Box ~ he
was like a godfather. His wife
was like a second mother. I
wasn’t unaware of what Mrs. Box
had been through. I observed
through the years.”

Although she loves football,
Mary Anne says a coach’s wife
has a different view of the game

(See Mary Anne, Page 15)







