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Emergency Flood
Funds Available

Some $49,500 has been allocated to help Prentiss
County landowners repair damage to farm lands caused
by recent flooding, according to C.E. Calvert, director of
the Prentiss County Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service. The emergency funds were
requested by the local ASCS committee to repair
damage to Prentiss County farmland caused by ex-
cessive amounts of rainfall from Dec. 23 through Dec. 27.

The emergency program will provide funding to

qualified landowners at a 64 percent cost share rate. The

individual landowners will have to pay the remaining 36
percent. ;

According to Calvert, signup for the program will
begin Feb. 1 and end March 31. Cost sharing will be
provided for three practices: EC1 — removing debris
from farmland; EC2 - grading, shaping and releveling
or other similar measures; and EC4 -- restoring
structures and other installations. !
~ Since the emergency program is designed to assist
land owners in repairing damage caused by an unusual
situation, the county ASCS committee will not approve
cost sharing in any situation where the cost of repairing
the damage is $100 or less, Calvert said.

More Candidates
Have Qualified

Six more candidates have qualified in Prentiss County
to run for various political offices since Wednesday of
last week. In all, there are now 44 candidates who have
qualified to seek election in the August primaries.

A.D. Williams is the eighth man who has qualified to
run in the sheriff’s race.

Lealon H. George is the fifth candidate to qualify to
run as Justice Court Judge North.

Gayle Floyd and Gurley Williams have qualified to run

as 1st district constable. There are now four candidates
in that race.

W.C. Horton became the third candidate to qualify to

run as 4th district constable.

Bill May filed qualifying papers to seek re-election to
his position as Senator Post 5. He is the second candidate
to qualify for that race.

PCDA Banquet
Is Tonight

No, the Prentiss County Development Association’s
annual banquet was not last week, Yes, it will be tonight.

The date of the banquet was given incorrectly in the
headline of a story in last week’s Banner-Independent.
The correct date was given in the story.

The guest speaker at tonight’s banquet will be Pat T.
Nunnelee, executive vice-president and sales manager
with the Mississippi Funeral Association Insurance
Company of Amory. The banquet will be held at Nor-
theast Junior College.

Nunnelee began his insurance career in Booneville,
later moving to Columbus when he was promoted.

Nunnelee, currently living in Tupelo, has spoken more

. than 500 times to sales meetings, civic clubs, awards
banquets, conventions and other special occasions.

Tickets for the banquet, as well as PCDA mem-
berships are available at the PCDA office across from
the Prentiss County Sheriff’s Office.

Baldwyn Teacher

Is Honored

A Baldwyn school teacher was honored as Educator of
the Year at the annual awards banquet of the Northeast
Mississippi Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa Monday night.

Belinda Mothershed, director of special education at
the Baldwyn Separate School District, was presented the
award by Chancellor Porter L. Fortune of the University
of Mississippi. She is the second educator to receive the
award. Dr. Kathy Aycock, director of Three Rivers
Regional Education Service Agency, received the award
last year. .

A total of 15 nominees from seven counties were
eligible for the award. These nominees also included
Kay Clifton of Booneville High School and Doris K. Stacy
of Jumpertown High School.

Prior to being named Educator of the Year for the
seven county area, Mrs. Mothershed was selected
Educator of the Year for Prentiss County.

Phi Delta Kappa is an international professmnal
leadership fraternity for educators.

Prentiss County At 12.5 Percent

UnemploymentConti ues To

1982 Prentiss County
Unemployment Rate
Low of 9.1 in April

High of 12.5 in Dec.

JFMAMJJASOND

Three years into the
decade of the 80s, Prentiss
County’s unemployment
rate continues to show a
slow, but steady increase,
following - and often ex-
ceeding -- the national trend.

The average unems-
ployment rate for Prentiss
County in 1980 was 7.90
percent. It climbed to 8.88 .
percent in 1981 and then
jumped to 10.68 percent last
year. ;

Figures released last
week by the Mississippi
State Employment Service
in Corinth show that
Prentiss County’s unem-
ployment rate  at mid-
December was 12.5 percent,
a figure that has been ex-

ceeded only once in the
county since the decade
began.

Prentiss County ended the
first year of the 80’s with
unemployment rates
ranging from a high of 10.2
in December to a low of 6.3
in April.

The high for 1981, 13.2
percent in March, remains
the high figure for any single
month in the decade to this
point. September had the
lowest figure of 1981 at 6.7
percent. '

In 1982, unemployment

ranged from a high of 12,5

percent in December to a
low of 9.1 percent in April.
According to Charles

‘Smith, manager of the

JUNIOR COLLEGE EMPLOYEE INJURIED -- George McGreger, 45, of Route 4,
Booneville, received injuries to his right leg and fcot when his 1980 motor scooter collided
with a 1973 Ford LTD driven by Ulmer H. Daviis, 72, of Booneville. The accident occurred
about 5:10 p.m. Tuesday in front of Coleman’s Barbeque on U.S. 45, According to in-
vestigating officer J.R. Gray of the Booneville Police Department, Davis pulled out of the
Coleman parking lot, failing to yield right of way to McGregor who was south bound on U.S.
45. The scooter hit the left side of the LTD, throwing McGreger over the hood of Davis’
vehicle. As of Wednesday morning, McGreger was undergoing treatment for his injuries at
the North Mississippi Medical Center in Tupelo. Davis was issued a citation for failure to
yield right of way, Gray said. McGreger is. purchasing agent and director of educational
media at Northeast Junior College.

- following

Employment Service in
Corinth, 1,340 people were
out of work in Prentiss
County in mid-December of
1982. This was an increase of
130 from the previous month
and an increase of 540 from
December 1981.

The number of Prentiss
Countians employed at mid-
December was estimated to
be 9,400, only 30 below the
estimate for mid-November,
but 300 below the estimate
from mid-December the
previous year.

According to Smith,
manufacturing employment
in - the county at mid-
December totaled 2,700,
compared to 2,730 in
November 1982 and 2,820 in

December 1981,

Non-
manufacturing employment
registered 3,580 workers at

mid-December, ap-
proximately 40 above the
figure for November and 30
below that of one year ago.

The combined unem-
ployment rate for the four-
county area of Alcorn,
Prentiss, Tippah
Tishomingo was 13.9 per-
cent, up from 12.8 percent in
November and 9.6 percent in
December of one year ago.

The number of unem-
ployed workers in the four-
county area was estimated
to be 6,520, while 40,470
workers had jobs. The total

(See Unemp., Page 2)

Disgruntled Passe:

and .

Prentiss County
Unemployment Statistics
. 1980-1982
(Percent Unemployed)

1980 1981 1982
Janauary 7.0 10.3 11.2
February 84 124 103
March 7.6 132 94
April 6.3 990 911
May 70 85 94
June 10.2 8.2 10.3
July 83 7.7 119
August 80 6.9 114
September 8.0 6.7 10.3
October 7.2 6.8 10.8
November 8.2 9.2 115
December 8.6 7.7 125

Source: Mississippi State
Employment Service

Shoots Driver Of Car

A Booneville man - has
been charged with
aggravated assault
the shooting of
another Prentiss County
man Thursday night of last
week,

Floyd White, 42, of

-Meadowview  Subdivision,

Booneviile, wasg charged

~ with aggravated ,-':*'qaul?

after he ailegealv shot

" Henry Strickland, 41, twice

with a .22 caliber pistel -
once in-the lower part of the
stomach and once in the hip,
according to Prentiss

County Deputy Jim Ross.

- The shooting occurred
around 7 p.m. Thursday

. night of last week on the

Some Voters Are

Jacinto-Altitude Road in the
New Chandler community,
Ross said.

White was the only
passenger in Strickland’s
car when the shooting - oc-

curred, he said. “Strickland

said that White was talking
about the abuse he has been
through, and that, according
to Henry, he just shot him,”
Ross said. White had been
beaten about two months
ago, Ross said.

After the shooting oc-.
curred, Strickland repor-

tedly drove about a quarter
.of a mile to the home of his
brother, LeNorris
Strickland, where he was
taken to the hospital

emergency room  in
Booneville by his brother.
White was arrested later
that night at his mother’s
home in Meadowview
Subdivision by Ross and
Booneville Police Chief
Bobby Lambert. _
Strickland was tran-
sported  to the North

. Mississippi Medical Center
for surgery, Ross sazid. He

was released Friday.

‘Strickland did not want to
press charges against
White, according to Deputy
Ross.

White remamed in the
Prentiss County jail as of
Tuesday. Bond had not been
set.

In Different Precincts

When some Prentiss
Countians go to the polls to
vote in the August primaries
they will be voting. in a
different district because of
aredistricting plan designed
to divide the -county’s
population more evenly
between the five super-
visor's districts.

Under this plan, which
was approved by the board
of supervisors in September
1982, a portion of the 5th
district located within the

city limits of Booneville will
be transferred to the 4th
district. The 4th district will
pick up 126 people from the
5th district.

The part of the 5th district
that has been transferred
into the 4th district is the
area beginning at the in-
tersection of East Church
Street and North Smith
Street, running north at the
center line of North Smith

Street to the intersection of

Park Street, turning West

along the center line of Park
Street to the intersection of
North Independent Street.

Also included is the area
on the north center line of
North Independent Street
west to the Illinois Gulf
Railroad then: north along
the center line due east of
the railroad to Adams
Street; west to the in-
tersection of Jefferson
Street and south to the in-

(See Voters, Page 3)

In Her Skilled Hands

Simple Tools Convert

Wood To Tiny Furniture

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

There aren’t many people
who could place a bedroom
suite, a grandfather clock,
several couches and chairs,
a baby grand piano and an
organ all on their dining
room table. But Irene
McCreary of Booneville can.

Mrs. McCreary makes
minjature furniture. She can
take a jigsaw, knives,
sander and sandpaper, a dab
of glue, some paint and
varnish and combine it with
talent and imagination and
turn 3x22 strips of bass wood

into exquisite pieces of

miniature furniture that are
quite often more beautiful
than large scale furniture.

When she and her
husband, Lester, lived in
Chicago she became in-
terested in miniature fur-
niture. “I've always liked
anything miniature,” she
said. “However, the
miniature furniture was so
expensive I couldn’t think of
buying it.”’

books and patterns because
she knew one day she would
make miniature furniture.

The McCreary’s lived in
Chicago for about 20 years
‘before returning te their
native Prentiss County in
1979.

Some of the first
miniature furniture she
made was for her sister,
Lillie, and her husband,

Tobe Rutherford, when they
celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary in 1975.
That room included a sewing
machine, a piano, and eight
dolls  representing
Rutherford’s children.

Mrs. McCreary purchased
most of the materials for the

- furniture at a craft store in
But she did buiy instruction

Chicago. She uses patterns
for some of the miniatures
and a lot of creativity to
make some of the pieces.
She doesn’t like to use kits to
“make miniature furniture.
She prefers cutting the wood
herself so she can make the
pieces the desired thickness
‘she wants.
The accessories she adds

the

(See Furniture, Page 2 irene McCreary And Her Miniature Furmshmgs







