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Fire Hydrant Vandals
Waste City Water

About 623,000 gallons of water has been wasted in
Booneville because vandals opened fire hydrants in the
city and left them running.

According to Booneville Mayor Charles Crabb, this is
not only costly to city residents, but also dangerous.
After one of the incidents, water pressure was almost
nonexistant, he said. “If there had been a fire, I don’t
know what we would have done.”

The first incident occurred Dec. 22 at fire hydrants on |

Wickwood Drive and on Third Street. Some 273,000
~ gallons of water was wasted, according to the city water
department. .

The most recent incident happened Monday night of
last week on Dogwood Stand Road. About 350,000 gallons
of water went through the fire hydrant before it was
turned off by city officials.

“It’s expensive to treat the water to begin with,” City
Clerk June Hutcheson stressed Wednesday. “It also
endangers people’s lives and property because if there
had been a fire there wouldn’t have been enough water
pressure.”’ - !

City officials say that unauthorized subjecis opening

city fire hydrants will be prosecuted to the full extent of

the law. Crabb said the city is following up some leads on
the earlier incidents. i

Eight More Qualify

For County Elections

Eight more candidates have qualified in Prentiss
County to run for various political offices since Wednes-
day of last week. In all, there are now 38 candidates who
have qualified to seek election in the August primaries.

Larry Arnold, William G. (Bill) Harris, and Bobby
| Burress Jr. have qualiffed to run for sheriff. There are
now seven candidates in the sheriff’s race.
~ Payl Strange is the fourth candidate to gualify {o run
as Justice Ceurt Judge North.

Cullen Hugh Lambert became the fifth candidate to
qualify to run as Justice Court Judge South.

Wilford Knight and William M. Jackson are the first
two candidates to qualify to run as 2nd district.constable.

Truman McVey is the second man to seek election as
1st district constable. .

No candidates had qualified to run for the positions of
county superintendent of education or county surveyor
as of Wednesday morning.

PCDA Banquet
Will Be ) an‘uary-l9

Pat: T, Nunnelee,
executive - vice-president
and sales manager with
the Mississippi Funeral
Association Insurance
Company of Amory will be
the featured speaker at the
annual Prentiss County
Development Association’s
membership banquet Jan,
27 at Northeast -Junior
College.

Nunnelee entered the life
insurance in Booneville in

PAT NUNNELEE

1959. In 1962 he was promoted to associate sales

manager and transferred to Columbus. In October 1974 '

he was promoted to district sales manager and tran-
sferred to Jackson, ,

He has completed company and industry sales and
training courses, and received his CLU designation in
1972. Nunnelee served as president of the Five County
Association of Life Underwriters in 1970-71 and as
president of the Mississippi Association of Life Un-
derwriters in 1975-76. In 1977 he was selected Man of the
Year by that association. - . ‘

In 1977 Nunnelee went to work with Mississippi
Funeral Insurance Company. The company’s sales have
increased over 1,000 percent under Nunnelee's
leadership.

Nunnelee has spoken more than 500 times at sales
meetings, civic clubs, awards banquets, conventions and

other occasions. He, his wife Sandra, and their children’
now reside in Tupelo, where ‘they are active in the:

Calvary Baptist Church.

City Schools To

Dismiss Early Monday

The Beoneville City Schools will dismiss at 12:30 p.m,
on Mcnday, Jan. 24, 1983. The purpose of the early
dismissal is so that teachers can work on the District’s
Accountability and Instructional Management Flan.

Channel 53

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

A new Booneville TV
station could soon be a
reality, if everything goes
according to the plans of a
Laurel businessman who
operates a company that has
applied  to the Federal
Communications Com-
mission for a permit to
construct a low power
television = station in
Booneville,

Vincent Casey,
manager of Free State
Broadcasting of Laurel,
Miss., confirmed to  The
Banner-Independent Tues-
day night that ‘‘we are going
to put in a low power TV
station in Booneville as soon
as we get the construction

general .

permit.”’ : _
Exactly ‘when that ap-

proval may come is another

matter. ‘“That’s between the
good Lord and the FCC,”
Casey said.

Ever since the FICC began
accepting applications for
low power TV stations, there
has been a backlog of ap-
plications from around the
country, causing approval to
usually be long in coming.

But, Casey appears op-
tomistic. He says approval
“could be tomorrow.”

“There was a cutoff date
Jan. 14,7 he said, ‘“and
we've been anticipating

hearing from the FCC

momentarily.”

He added that the
Booneville’ application
should be “up front there

‘There’s no question about
getting one. It’s just

a question of when.’

somewhere.”” The ap-
plication was filed May 22,
1982.

“One of our associates is
handling 76 percent of the
low  power television ap-
plications ‘in the country,”
he said. “And they’ve never
had a refusal, so there’s no
question about getting one.
It’s just a question of when.”

“The seed money is

there,” he continued. It
(the permit) is paid for; the
venture money is promised;
so we're about ready to go as
soon as we can.”’

According to the permit
filed by Free State Broad-
casting, the Booneville
station, if approved, will
operate on Channel 53 with a
transmitter power of 100
watts.

Casey said the station

should have a range of up to
40 miles, depending on
terrain. :

“Actually ‘low power’ is
very deceptive,”” he said.
“Even high power stations
have limitations. The FM
signal is a horizon signal and
you lose audio unless you put
in translators. That's the
reason some of the high
power stations are getting
out .a littler farther --
because of their tran-
slators.” . :

Casey declined to discuss
specifics as to what type of
programming would be
available if the station
should begin operation.

“That’s a confidential
matter, because we do have
competitors that are in-
terested in our program-

May Come To Booneville

ming concept.” he said. “I
can tell you that we have

secured 18 hours of
programming, have com-
mitted for it, and it’ll be
entertaining. And, we are
going to be community
minded.”

If channel 53 becomes a
reality, it will be
Booneville’s second TV
station. WMAE, an affiliate
of Mississippi Educational
Television,
broadcasts on channel 12 in
Booneville,

However, there is no local
programming on Channel
12. It serves as a relay
station for educational
programming originating in
Jackson, Miss, and through
the Public Broadcasting
System.

FOUR SETS OF TWINS - There are four sets of twins who attend New Site High
School. Pictured are (bottem, I-r) Darlene and Dawn King; (2nd row, Fr) Jerry and
Terry Peeks; (3rd row, kr) Delinda Carver and Peggy Carver Wisniewski; and (top, I-
r) Bonnie and Cennie Hunter.

(Photo by Angela Smith)

At New Site School

Teachers, Classmates

currently

If Doublemint gum needs

" twins for their chewing gum
commercials thoy should

visit New Site High School.
There are four sets of twins
attending high school there.

Three of the sets of twins
are identical - the other set
is fraternal.’

The identical twins are
Bonnie and Connie Hunter,
seniors, daughters of Bonnie

.and Jim Hunter of Route 5,

Booneville; Delinda Carver,
a sophomore, and Peggy
Carver Wisniewski, a junior,

- daughters of Betty Johnson

of Burton and the late Curtis
Johnson; and Darlene and
Dawn King, freshmen,
daughters of Christine
Pharr of Marietta and
Travis King.

The fraternal twins are
Jerry and Terry Peeks, a
sophomore and a freshman,
respectively. They are the
sons of Walter and Ruby
Peeks of Route 5,
Booneville.

When meeting the twins in

person it is easy fo un-
derstand why some people

think they’re sesing duitble

when they see the high
school students.

The youngest set of twins,
Dariene and Dawn, look the
most alike. The fraternal
twins, Jerry and Terry, bear
the least resemblance to
each other.

The Hunter and Carver
twins say their personalities
are so different they can't
fool many people. One of the
Carver twins,
married.

The Hunter twins said
that when they were the
same age as the King twins
they resembled each other
more than they do now.

Having a look-alike af-
fords them many op-
portunities to “trick” people
- teachers included.
Darlene and Dawn have
been known to switch study
halls occasionally.

But sometimes people
confuse Dawn and Dariene

Peggy, is

with each other by accident.
There are times whern even
their boyfriends get them
confused, they said.

“Sometimes people have
told me I'm stuck-up
because I didn't wave at
them, But it was really
Darlene they saw and she
didn’t know who the person
was that was waving,”
Dawn said.

All the twins agreed they
are accustomed to being
called the wrong name. “We
answer to anything -- from
‘Hey you’' to ‘Hey twin’,”
laughs Darlene.

“Being called the wrong
name doesn’t bother you
afterwhile,”” Dawn added.
“But sometimes after being
called ‘Darlene’ so much I

wonder if my name really.

isn’t ‘Darlene’,”

Connie and Bonnie, who
are both cheerleaders for
the New Site Royals, say
they are so much alike that

{See Twins, Page 3)

Sunday

E.E. Gambill, 83, of Route

4, Booneville, died Sunday"

meorning of smoke inhalation
after a couch in his bedroom
caught fire from an electric
heater, according to
Deputy Joe Shackelford.

A large electric heater
was turned facing the couch
and resting against the
couch in Gambill’s bedroom,
Shackelford said.. The couch

apparently

ignited and
began burning, he said.
Although the couch was
burned badly the room
never ignited, he said.

“The Dbedroom was

" scorched and the paneling
‘and ceiling were blistered,”

Shackelford said. ‘‘A picture
above the fireplace mantle
had. melted and the ' win-
dowshades had melted.

are gro
economically, then more:-

Economist Calls

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

Speaking to a group of

Northeast Mississippi
bankers at Northeast Junior
College Tuesday night, an
economist with the

Mississippi Research and

Development Center
reiterated what many other

state leaders are predicting: -

If Northeast Mississippi -
and the rest of the state --
going to  grow

' present

For Area To Prosper

high technology training is
going to have to be made
available to the people of the
area.

In his economic forecast to
members of the Northeast
Mississippi Chapter of the
Bank Administration I-
nstitute, Phil  Pepper,
manager of the Economic
Analysis Division of the
Mississippi R&D Center,
said that, because of the
state of the
economy, he -does not

‘“It was the strangest thing
I ever saw,” Shackelford
commented. “I can’t

imagine why a roem had so
much heat without bursting
into flames.”

The bedroom. door was
closed, he said.

A wall clock which had
fallen to the floor had
stopped at 5:45, the deputy
said,

foresee any significant
growth in manufacturing
employment in Northeast

Mississippi for a couple of

years.

After that time, he said,
things should improve. But,
he added, Northeast
Mississippi “needs to get
away from the more in-

tensive labor industries and

look at high technology
areas.” The reason for this,
he said, is that the United
States cannot compete with

o Fire Takes One Life

Gambill lived alone. He

was found by his son,
Edward, who extinguished
the couch fire, Shackelford
said.

Gambill was found sitting
on the edge of his bed,

slumped over, facing the

wall, he said.

A coroner’s inquest
determined that Gambill
died of smoke inhalation,

many foreign countries
when it comes to providing
cheap labor.

Japan can provide
cheaper labor, he said, but
most of Japan’s high

technology is imported from

the U.S. .

PEPPER SAID there are
three broad stages of
economic development:
first comes agriculture, then
manufacturing, and finally
the service oriented in-

Prentiss County Coroner
James Horn said.

Gambill was a Baptist and
a retired farmer.

Services. were held
Tuesday, Jan. 18, at 1 p.m.
at McMillan Funeral Home
Chapel with Bro. James
Strange and Bro. Tamar

- Davis officiating. Burial was

‘in Hodges Chapel Cemetery.
He is survived by a son,

dustries.

“We (Mississippi) came
out of the agriculture stage
in the 1960’s,”’ he said, “‘and
are now in the manufac-
turing stage. During a
recession, manufacturing is
hurt the most.”

Twenty-eight percent of
the jobs in Mississippi are in
manufacturing, Pepper
said. Nationally, the figure
is 21 percent.

“We've been hurt more by
the recession than the rest of

Edward Gambill
Booneville; three sisters,
Mrs. Buena Hathcock ‘of

Guntown, Mrs. Emma Kate
Edge of Booneville and Mrs.
Dollie Gumm of Baldwyn;
eight grandchildren, 14
great-grandchildren and one
great-great-grandchild.
McMillan Funeral Home
was in  charge of
arrangements.

or High Technology Training

the nation,” he said. And,
Northeast Mississippi has
been hurt more than the rest
of the state, he added.

"The R&D  Center
economist predicted that for
the next three ‘years
Mississippi will continue to
have an unemployment rate
higher than the national
rate. He also forecast that

Northeast Mississippi will

have a higher rate than any

(See Economist, Page 2)






