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Flood Damage
Heavy In County

The amount of damage to crop land, channel banks,
and roads and bridges in Prentiss County following
heavy rains during the holidays amounts to about
$765,000, according to Civil Defense Director William
Prather. ;

. According to figures compiled by Soil Conservationist

Tony Thompson crop land damage was $90,000, and
damage to farm channel banks was: $500,000, Prather
said.

Flood damage to the roads and bridges in Districts. 1,
3, 4 and 5 is approximately $175,000, he said. Damage in
District 1 was $25,000; District 3, $40,000; District 4,
$30,000; andDistrict 5, $80,000.

There was minor damage in District 2, he said.
However, Prather noted that the district doesn’t have
the amount of bridges as do the other districts.

Flood damage figures in the districts do not include
damage to abutments on farm roads. The supervisors
will survey that at a later date, Prather said.

Prather will submit these figures to the Mississippi
Emergency Management Agency to request financial
assistance for Prentiss County.

In 1980 the county had over half a million dollars worth
of damage from flooding but received no financial
assistance, he said.

However, since so many counties in the state also
received flood damage during the holidays, it may be
easier for Prentiss County to receive financial
assistance, Prather said.

More Candidates
Qualify For 4
Local Offices

Eleven additional candidates have qualified in
Prentiss County to run for various political offices since
Wednesday of last week. In all there are 30 candidates
who have qualified to seek election. :

Farrell Brumley has qualified as the fourth candidate
to run for sheriff. ;

Three men have qualified to run for Justice Court
Judge North - Dexter C. Cadle, Q.D. Pollard and Willie
Anderson, Cadle and Anderson are currently serving as
justice court judges.

“ Bennie M, Eaton is the fourth candidate to qualify to
‘run for Justice Court Judge South.

Jimmy Ramey is challenging incumbent H.B. Lindsey
Jr. for the position of 4th district superviser.

Charles (Chuck) Eldridge has qualified to run as
coroner and ranger.

John R. White is the only candidate who has qualified
for Senator post 5.

Joe G. Oswalt has qualified to run for 3rd district
constable. David O. Livingston ‘is the second man to
qualify to run for 4th district constable. Incumbent
Cleston McGaughy is seeking re-election as 5th district
constable. ;

No one had qualified to run for the positions of
superintendent of education, county surveyor or 2nd
district constable as of Wednesday morning.

Voters Must
R_e_gister In Both
City And County

Booneville’s special school bond issue election last
month brought out one important fact: Many citizens
who are otherwise eligible to vote in city, county and
general elections have not registered and are therefore
ineligible. : : ;

State and county elections will be held later this year,
with primaries in August and the general election in
November. Voters must be registered 30 days prior to
any election date to be eligible to vote in that election. To
prepare for future elections, local officials are en-
couraging every citizen 18 years of age and older to
register during January, if they have not already done
so0. ;

To vote in state, county and national elections,
Prentiss County residents must be registered with the

" Circuit Clerk at the Prentiss County Courthouse:

. To participate in city elections, those who live inside
the city limits of Booneville must also register with the
City Clerk at City Hall. Residents within the Booneville
city limits must be registered with both the city and the
county to vote in city elections.

The City Clerk’s office is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

. Monday through Friday. The Circuit Clerk’s office is

open from 8 a.m. to noon and from 1 tc 5 p.m. Monday,

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and from 8 a.m. to noon

on Wednesday and Saturday. :

Officials are encouraging those who have not already
done so to register now so that they can participate in
local government.

By KEN CHRISTIAN
Editor

It began last summer.

The Vocational Division of
the State Department of
Education had decided that,
if the people of the state of
Mississippi are to compete
for the high-skilled, high-
technology jobs now ap-
pearing in the job market,
then the state’s educational
system is geing to have to
provide ‘additional training
for those jobs.

One way to do this, they
decided, was to offer a basic
computer training course in
the business department of
each secondary-level
vocational complex in the
state.

A program was initiated
and funding provided to
furnish one Radio Shack
TRS-80 Model 801

‘Microcomputer for each

complex. Teachers from the
various centers attended
training sessions in Jackson
during the 1982 summer

" school break.

Upon returning to Prentiss
County, Laura Cartwright
and  Willie = Frances
Rutherford of the Prentiss

Northeast Mississippi
Junior = College has . been

‘awarded a Title 111 federal

grant totalling $124,266 for
one fiscal year, President
Harold T. White announced
this week. .
The funding was made
available as the direct result
of an application filed by the
college for a non-renewable
development grant award
for a period of four to seven

NE

The Northeast Junior
College Board of ftrustees
voted Tuesday at their
January meeting not to
increase the student fees for
1983-84, according to NE
President Harold T. White.

This means it will still cost
$240 per semester for a
student to attend college if
he lives at home and com-
mutes to college, White said.

County Vocational School

began to see possibilities for

a more intense computer
training program here. Mrs.
Cartwright heads the
Cooperative  Vocational
Office Training program
and Mrs. Rutherford the

~ Intensive Business Training

program.

What really sparked a fire
under these two teachers
was when approximately 40
people interested in com-
puter training showed up

* ‘during registration for night

classes the first semester.
Forty people to one
computer is not a good ratio,
the two teachers decided. It
would not allow for much
“hands-on’’ experience. So,
they began looking into the
possibility of obtaining more
computers for the school.
Various requests to the
state vocational department
met with the same results.
The vocational leaders were
glad the program had
sparked so much interest,
but there were just no funds
available to provide ad-
ditional computers,
Although they were
disappointed, Mrs. Cart-
wright and Mrs. Rutherford

years, he explained.

The total project period
funded by Title III is 60
months, Dr. James L.
Rhedes, the school’s Title TII
director and project coor-
dinator added.

Because of the extent of
the grant peried, the award
can mean more than $700,000
to Northeast over the next
five years,

. As amended in 1980, Title

Bus transportation for
students will also remain at
$75 per semester, White
said.

However, dormitory rent
was increased $10 per
semester, he said. Currently
it costs students staying in
Wood and Yarber Halls $225
per semester. The dorm rent
will be $235 per semester in
1983-84.

did not lose their enthusiasm
for the program. They
simply decided to take a
different approach. They
would raise money locally to
purchase the computers
themselves. :

That would be no eas
task. Although relatively
inexpensive by computer
standards, the TRS-80
computers still cost in .ex-
cess of $2,000 each. '

The plan to raise the °

money locally impressed the
Vocational people in
‘Jackson, and, possibly
thinking Mrs. Cartwright
and Mrs. Rutherford would
not have much luck in
raising the money, they
made a promise: For every
computer the Prentiss
County Vocational School
could purchase with local
money, the state would
match it by providing
another one.

To make a long story short
-- they did it. The Prentiss
County Vocational School’s
sixth computer was pur-
chased last week.
_Through the efforts of
Mrs. Cartwright and Mrs.

[See Computers, Page 2)

IT1 of the Higher Education

Act - provides  federal

financial assistance to help
eligible institutions of higher .

education ‘solve problems
that threaten their ability to
survive and to help stabilize
their management and
fiscal operations so they
may achieve self-
sufficiency.

This financial assistance
can be provided through only

In Murphy and White Hall

the dorm rent will increase
from. $180 to $190 per

semester and in the East
and West dormitories the
rent will go from $160 to $170
per semester, he said.
Student identification
cards will increase $1. They
will cost $3 during the 1983-84
term. A returned check cost
will be $10 instead of $5,

Local, State Cooperation Provid

COMPUTER EDUCATION -- Cooperative Vocational Office Training student Jennifer
Jackson works through an exercise at the keyboard of one the Prentiss County Vocational
School’s new microcemputers. The school serves students from both the Booneville and the
Prentiss County schoo! systems, and alse offers training to adults through night classes at

the school.

one of three different

‘programs funded by Title [11

during any fiscal year,
Rhodes said. The available
programs include  the
Strengthening Program, the
Special Needs Program and
the Challenge  Grant
Program. ;
‘Northeast Junior College
qualified for the

(See Grant, Page 2)

1JC Tuition TO Remain Same

White said.

“While the institution has
experienced cutbacks in
funding on the federal and

state levels it was felt that -

the students should not have
to accept responsibility for
making up this deficit,”
White said Tuesday af-

.ternoon:

(See Tuition, Page 3)

_ Sheok

‘Nolo Contendere’

A Prentiss County man who was fo stand trial for a

leads

second time in justice court on charges of DUI and
reckless driving pleaded nolo contendere Wednesday
morning, but plans to take the case to a higher court.

The charges were brought against Jerry Shook, 28, of
Jumpertown on Oct. 8 hy Prentiss County Deputy Joe
Shackelford. ‘

Shook first contested the charges in Justice Court in
December. In that trial, Sheok claimed he was beaten by

: Deputy Shackelford. Shackelford claimed he only acted

in self-defense when Shook. fought him while resisting
~ arrest. A jury of three men and three women failed to
agree on a verdict, resulting in a mistrial.

A plea of nolo contendere means the defendant is not
contesting the case in that court. However, Shook’s
attorney, Jim Pannell of Ripley, said the case will be
appealed to circuit court.

“We didn't want to fight the case today,” Panneli said,
“but we will pursue it vigorously in circuit court.”’

Additional charges against Shook of resisting arrest
were dismissed, according to Assistant District Attorney
Rowland Geddie. Geddie and County Attorney John

Hatcher were prosecutors in the case.
However, in October the Prentiss County Grand Jury
- indicted Shook on a charge of simple assault on a law
officer stemming ' from the Oct. 8§
Shackelford. He still faces prosecution on that charge in
Prentiss County Circuit Court.

incident with

Miss Ollie And Miss Victoria

She Has Served Pharr

Flats For 46 Years

By ANGELA SMITH
Staff Reporter

. Victoria Pharr’s Grocery

- is a landmark in Prentiss

County. Miss Victoria, 84,
opened. the white frame,
green shingled store almost
46 years ago.

Located about 18 miles
from Booneville and about
five miles east of Marietta in
Pharr Flats, the store is just
a little more than a stone’s
throw from the new Natchez
Trace.

Miss Victoria still runs the
store herself. The store is
open every day except
‘Sunday from 7:30 a‘m. until

4:15 p.m. In the summer she

opens  earlier and closes
later to accomodate
customers. :

The store is closed frbm

12:15 to 2 p.m. while Miss

Victoria goes home for a
lesiurely lunch. Miss Vie-
toria’s home is by the store.

She lives with her sister,

Ollie, and her brother, Lee.
After lunch, Ollie returns
with Miss Victoria and
spends the remainder of the
afternoon with her in the
store.
The only holiday the store
is closed is Christmas - but

~even then Miss Victoria

opens the store from 9 a.m.

-until noon on. Christmas

Day. ‘

The weather has kept her
from opening the store only
once during the past 46 years
and that was after a 7-inch
snowfall. However, her
brother opened the store in

case there
emergency.
Miss Victoria was born in
Tishomingo county but has
lived in the Marietta area
since she was five years old.
Before she opened the
store in 1937 she taught
school -for 19 years in
Prentiss, Tishomingo and
Itawamba counties. The

was an

- schools she taught at ‘in

Prentiss County included
New Hope, Osborne Creek,
Marietta, New Site and
Pleasant Valley. e

One of her many pupils
was Booneville Mayor

Charles Crabb. Miss Vie-

toria remembers when
Crabb was in the third grade
at New Site that ‘“‘he was

(See 46 Years, Page 2}







